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Sunday, 30th August 2026 

Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A 

Next Week’s Readings (5th/6th Sep 2026) – Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year A 
1st Reading: Ezekiel 33:7-9  2nd Reading: Romans 13:8-10  Gospel: Matthew 18:15-20 

First Reading 
Jeremiah 20:7-9 

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah 

The word of the Lord God has meant derision for 

me. 

You have seduced me, Lord, and I have 

let myself be seduced; you have 

overpowered me: you were the stronger. 

I am a daily laughing-stock, everybody's 

butt. Each time I speak the word, I have 

to howl and proclaim: ‘Violence and 

ruin!’ The word of the Lord has meant for 

me insult, derision, all day long. I used to 

say, I will not think about him, I will not 

speak in his name any more. Then there 

seemed to be a fire burning in my heart, 

imprisoned in my bones. The effort to 

restrain it wearied me, I could not bear 

it. 

 

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 62:2-6. 8-9. v.2 
 

(R.)  My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord 

my God. 

 

1. O God, you are my God, for you I long; 

for you my soul is thirsting. My body 

pines for you like a dry, weary land 

without water. (R.) 
 

2. So I gaze on you in the sanctuary to 

see your strength and your glory. For 

your love is better than life, my lips will 

speak your praise. (R.) 
 

3.  So I will bless you all my life, in your 

name I will lift up my hands. My soul 

shall be filled as with a banquet, my 

mouth shall praise you with joy. (R.) 

 

4. For you have been my help; in the 

shadow of your wings I rejoice. My soul 

clings to you; your right hand holds me 

fast. (R.) 

 

Second Reading 
Romans 12:1-2 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 

Romans 

May you present your bodies as a living sacrifice. 

Think of God’s mercy, my brothers, 

and worship him, I beg you, in a way 

that is worthy of thinking beings, by 

offering your living bodies as a holy 

sacrifice, truly pleasing to God. Do not 

model yourselves on the behaviour of 

the world around you, but let your 

behaviour change, modelled by your 

new mind. This is the only way to 

discover the will of God and know what 

is good, what it is that God wants, what 

is the perfect thing to do. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 
See Ephesians 1:17-18 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

May the Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ enlighten the eyes of our heart, 

that we might see how great is the 

hope to which we are called. 

Alleluia! 

 

 
 

Gospel 
Matthew 16:21-27 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 

Matthew  

Whoever wishes to come after me must deny 

himself. 
 

Jesus began to make it clear to his 

disciples that he was destined to go 

to Jerusalem and suffer grievously at 

the hands of the elders and chief 

priests and scribes, to be put to death 

and to be raised up on the third day. 

Then, taking him aside, Peter started 

to remonstrate with him. ‘Heaven 

preserve you, Lord,’ he said. ‘This 

must not happen to you.’ But he 

turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind 

me, Satan! You are an obstacle in my 

path, because the way you think is not 

God’s way but man’s.’ Then Jesus said 

to his disciples, ‘If anyone wants to be 

a follower of mine, let him renounce 

himself and take up his cross and 

follow me. For anyone who wants to 

save his life will lose it; but anyone who 

loses his life for my sake will find it. 

What, then, will a man gain if he wins 

the whole world and ruins his life? Or 

what has a man to offer in exchange 

for his life? ‘For the Son of Man is 

going to come in the glory of his Father 

with his angels, and, when he does, he 

will reward each one according to his 

behaviour.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Sunday Reflection     Dianne Bergant CSA 

The gospel does not say that Jesus will gallantly step forward, take suffering upon 

himself, and thus demonstrate his power. Instead, his fate will be a demonstration 

of his vulnerability. He will be taken forcibly and will suffer at the hands of others. 

He will do this willingly, but not as a volunteer. Jesus will be a victim. This picture 

of Jesus carries implications for discipleship. Whoever follows him must follow him 

to the cross. If we participate in his success, we must also share in his shame. 

Disciples have a choice to follow or not to follow, but if they choose in his favour 

they must be ready for suffering and humiliation. 
 

Paul exhorts us to reject the standards of the world. This is a very difficult path to 

follow, especially when it seems that those who conform to this age prosper. 

Following Christ can place barriers between ourselves and others. If we no longer 

share their values and their interests, we may feel alienated. Suffering is bound to 

invade our ministerial lives as well. We must remember that Jesus’ message 

antagonised many people in his day. Those who proclaim the same message in 

their own contexts must be prepared for a similar reaction. 
 

After witnessing the marvellous feats that Jesus accomplished, we discover that 

he is going to suffer and be put to death. How can this be? With Peter we protest. 

With Jeremiah we wonder: Have we been duped? The realisation that we too will 

have to suffer becomes a crucial test of our faith. 

 

 

 
           

Thought of the week… 
 

 
 

Parish Activities 
 

ANAM CARA – Wednesday 9.00am in the Presbytery 
 

BAPTISM information mornings are held on the 1st Sunday of the 

month at 10.45am.  Please phone the office if you wish to attend. 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY - 9.45am Mass (except school holidays) for 

children in Prep - Yr 4. 
 

FRIENDSHIP & CRAFT GROUP - meet in the Quiet Room at the Church 

every Thursday after the 10am Mass. 
 

LITURGY GROUP - meet every 4th Tuesday of the month at 1pm in the 

Presbytery. 
 

LOURDES PRAYER GROUP - meet in the Quiet Room every Tuesday 

after the 10am Liturgy of The Word. 
 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL – meet the 1st Monday of each month 

at 6.30pm in the Presbytery Meeting Room. 
 

SPRED – meet most Wednesdays during school term at 6.30pm in 

the Quiet Room 
 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL - meet on the 2nd and 4th Thursday afternoons 

in the quiet room at the church at 2pm. 
 

 

 

 

 

Parish Councillors 
Jessica Anderson, Jeni Bonell, Peter Castles, Chris Golightly, 

Georgina Humphrys, Jo Johnston, Brandon Joseph, Melissa 

McLean, Clare Watson, Bernadette Witham 
 

Safeguarding Children, Young 
People and Adults at risk 
In Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, we commit ourselves to 

ensuring the safety and well-being of children, young people 

and adults at risk in our Parish community. The best interests 

of the child, young person or adult at risk come first.  

Our Parish takes a zero tolerance approach to all forms of 

abuse. If you have any concerns about the safety of children, 

young people and adults at risk please contact our Parish 

Safeguarding Representatives, Sue Whitelegg or Jo and Ray 

Johnston on 0437 839 838.  If you believe anybody is at 

immediate risk of harm you should phone 000. You are 

encouraged to provide feedback on Safeguarding policies 

and procedures.   Toowoomba Diocese Safeguarding  
 

Resources can be found at 

https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/safeguarding-policy-

resources/ 

© Dianne Bergant CSA 

© Dianne Bergant CSA 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

   

 

 

 
 
 

 
  

 Welcomers Commentary Ministers of the 

Word 

Offertory 

Procession 

Extraordinary 

Ministers 

Ipad 

Operator 

Piety  

Stall 

5th Sep 

at 

5.30pm 

 MASS AT ST ANTHONY’S PARISH THIS WEEK   

6th Sep 

at 

9.45am 

Dias Family J Anderson 
B Trenerry 

A Cournane 

R Fallon 

K Langdale 

H: P Murphy 

W: R Fallon 

W: C Watson 

T Ryan V Barker 

Parish News... 
 

Sat  

29th Aug 
o 6.30pm Mass (Social Justice Sunday) 

Sun  

30th Aug 
o 9.45am Mass with Children’s Liturgy (Social 

Justice Sunday) 

Mon  

31st Aug 
 

Tues  

1st Sep 
o 10am LOW (Feast of Mary of the Southern 

Cross) 

o 10.30am Prayer Group in the Church 

Wed  

2nd Sep 
o 9am Anam Cara in the Presbytery 

o 6.30pm SPRED 

Thur  

3rd Sep 
o 10am Mass in school hall for Father’s Day. 

o 10.30am Craft and Friendship Group 

Fri  

4th Sep 
 

 

Date Claimers 
29th/30th Aug – Social Justice Sunday 

1st Sept – Season of Creation 

1st Sept – 10am Mass at St Patrick’s Cathedral for the Feast 

of Mary of the Southern Cross  
 
 

Flick and Tick  
The online Flick and Tick form has been issued and we 

encourage anyone who is able to, to use this option.  Paper 

copies are available at the back of the church for those who 

would prefer paper copies. The Guide for Parish Ministry has 

been included as a button on your bulletin email and there are 

copies available at the back of the church.   

St Mary of the Cross MacKillop says “God loves generous 

souls. Let us try to be the generous ones”. (12.8.1881) 
 

Congratulations!! 
Wishing Di and Peewee Clark a very  

happy 60th Wedding Anniversary for  

27th August! Your marriage is a wonderful  

testament to faith, love, and perseverance.  

May the Lord continue to hold you close  

and bless you always. 

Please Pray For...   

Recent Deaths:   

Anniversaries: (28th Aug – 3rd Sep) Cath Reardon, Sr Frances Flint, Dulcie Whittaker, Greg Stumer, Joan Shearer, 

Andrew Frattin, Len Morris, Vince Gainey, Vincent Pauli, Marshall Hassell, Harry Dyson, Jessica Hall, Noela Vonhoff, Max 

Elmes, Desmond Reardon, Marjorie Ridgewell, Joan Dwan, Raymond Gamble, Edward Gill, James Madden, Margret Kynoch, 

Rev Fr Brian Nolan, Rev Msgr Stanley Skehan, Rev Fr Mervyn Ziesing, Most Rev Edward Kelly DD 
 

Those Who Are Sick: Barry Coonan, Ray Johnston, Gary Andrews, Eileen Reedy, Kev Roberts, Margaret York, Gerard 

Nolan, Sr Cecilia Bailey, Peter Reynolds, Kathie Ober, Margaret Conrick, Audrey Bentley, Noel Lipp, Michael (Micky) Lynch, Carmel 

& Ron O'Brien, Lillian Roberts, Brian Thomson, Peggy Thies, John Axtell, Tim & Olivia Zvirblis, Mick O'Mara 
 

August Birthdays: Maria Morcom, Ashley Coonan, Sr Mary Cleary, Joan MacGinley, Terry McGovern, Anne Cournane, 

Ros Coonan, Carlos De Silva, Pat O’Sullivan, Abbie Jones, Simon Ferguson, Sarah Kelly 

 

 You are Invited to our Soup Night 

 
 

Church Grounds tidy up 
The Gardening & Maintenance group is planning a tidy up 

of the church grounds and gardens for the parish jubilee in  

November. Please come along and lend a hand from 

8.30am – 12pm on Sat 12th Sept.  A bbq lunch will follow.  
Many hands make light work!  

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=DQSIkWdsW0yxEjajBLZtrQAAAAAAAAAAAAO__TrCFXFUNzk0TDdaVTJQVkE1UlQ5QVNLNVJJNzNaTC4u&route=shorturl
https://1drv.ms/b/c/24fd6a707fdca119/IQDzJMNYKRHoTZ0Xb8mbDUrPAeaCPJkOB1a5ujf2nCW5jmY?e=6WHcfz


 

 
 

 

 

https://www.graphicproducts.

com/ 

 
CARITAS: WOMEN FOR THE WORLD 

No woman should face pregnancy or childbirth without 

access to essential healthcare. Here in Australia, many of us 

have been fortunate enough to access health care when we 

needed it. But for many women in rural Papua New Guinea, 

that is not always the reality. When labour begins, some 

women are too far from a health centre. Some health 

facilities do not have the equipment or infrastructure they 

need and some are left facing childbirth without the support 

that every woman should have.  

Learn more or donate today at www.caritas.org.au/wftw 

 
 
 

 

OLOL 75th Jubilee - RSVP for free lunch  
& Commemorative Item Orders Now Open 
Our community is looking forward to celebrating 75 Years of 

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish on Sunday, 8 November 2026. 

Following the Mass, past and present parishioners, along with 

their families, are warmly welcome to join us for a light lunch in 

the school hall. 
 

For catering purposes, we ask all guests to book a ticket to 

RSVP for the FREE lunch. 
 

Book your lunch RSVP online here - 

https://www.trybooking.com/DOEVG 
 

You can also purchase our special 75th Jubilee commemorative 

items when you book, including: 

• Limited-edition Suncatcher Stickers 

• Commemorative Umbrellas — available in two sizes  
 

Booking & Payment 

• If you would prefer to pay by cash or bank transfer, please 

contact the Parish Office to obtain the PROMOTION CODE to 

enter before completing your booking. 

• For your convenience an RSVP sheet and commemorative 

item purchase form will also be available in the church. 
 

If you have any questions regarding this special occasion, 

please contact the Parish Office on 4634 1453 or via email at 

ourladyoflourdesparish@twb.catholic.org.au 

  

We look forward to celebrating this very special 75th Jubilee 

with you. 

 

Social Justice Statement Prayer 
 

You created every person in your image and call us to live 

as one 

human family. 

In a world marked by division, fear and misunderstanding, 

fill our hearts with the self-giving love of Christ. 

Teach us to see one another not as strangers or 

opponents, 

but as sisters and brothers, 

worthy of dignity, respect and compassion. 

Give us the courage to build bridges where there is 

distrust, 

to seek encounter where there is separation, 

and to work for justice with humility and mercy. 

Help us to listen with open hearts, 

speak with kindness, and walk together in the way of 

peace. 

May your Holy Spirit guide us to welcome the stranger, 

stand beside those on the margins, 

reject all forms of hatred and racism, 

and become instruments of reconciliation in our 

communities. 

Through the example of Saint Maximilian Kolbe and all the 

saints, 

strengthen us to live the Gospel through sacrifice, 

generosity and love, 

so that your light may shine through us and bring hope to 

our nation. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

 

To read a copy of the Social Justice Statement for 2026, 

please click here or there is a copy on the noticeboard. 

 

Ignite Conference 2026 
This year, the Ignite Conference will be held from 

Thursday 24th Sept to Sunday 27th Sept at St Laurence’s 

College in South Brisbane. Fr Bony and the Parish 

Pastoral Council are very keen to coordinate a group from 

our parish to attend this year’s conference.  Please 

consider being part of this amazing experience and 

opportunity.  For full event info, go 

to  https://igniteconference.com.au/about  The Diocese 

and the Parish Pastoral Council are offering financial 

assistance for interested youth.   Please register your 

interest with the parish office ASAP. 

 
 

 

Feast of Mary of the Southern Cross – 
Sept 1 
The Feast of Mary of the Southern Cross is celebrated 

annually on September 1st as a solemnity across the 

Catholic Diocese of Toowoomba. 

About the Feast 

• Date: September 1st each year (first celebrated in 

1999).  

• Significance: Marks the anniversary of the first bishop 

taking possession of the cathedral in Toowoomba. It 

also falls eight days before the Feast of the Birth of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary.  

• Patronage: Mary of the Southern Cross is the official 

patron title of the Blessed Virgin Mary for the Catholic 

Diocese of Toowoomba, recognized formally by a papal 

bull in 1998.  

Mass will be held at St Patrick’s Cathedral at 10am.  

 
 

 

Season of Creation Weekly 
Contemplations 
The Jesuit and Ignatian Spirituality Australia have 

designed 6 weekly Contemplations for the Season of 

Creation. You are invited to pause, contemplate and 

immerse yourself in the sacredness and 

interconnectedness of all God’s creation. Each week will 

focus on a different dimension of nature to heal and 

sustain your relationship with earth. 

Click here to listen to the Contemplations.  

 

https://us.list-manage.com/UBXUviXTEby?e=f4c92d325f&c2id=4859825a18ff2a497cf8291e6adc50db
https://www.trybooking.com/DOEVG
mailto:ourladyoflourdesparish@twb.catholic.org.au
https://acbcwebsite.s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/Articles/Documents/ACBC/ACBC+Social+Justice+Statement+-+August+2026.pdf
https://igniteconference.com.au/about
https://jisa.org.au/season-of-creation-contemplations/

