
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, 28th June 2026 

Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A 

Next Week’s Readings (4th/5th July 2026) – Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year A 
1st Reading: Zechariah 9:9-10  2nd Reading: Romans 8:9. 11-13   Gospel: Matthew 11:25-30 

First Reading 
2 Kings 4:8-11. 14-16 

A reading from the second book of Kings 

That is the holy man of God, let him remain there. 
 

One day as Elisha was on his way 

to Shunem, a woman of rank who lived 

there pressed him to stay and eat there. 

After this he always broke his journey for 

a meal when he passed that way. She 

said to her husband, ‘Look, I am sure the 

man who is constantly passing our way 

must be a holy man of God. Let us build 

him a small room on the roof, and put 

him a bed in it, and a table and chair and 

lamp; whenever he comes to us he can 

rest there.’ One day when he came, he 

retired to the upper room and lay down. 

‘What can be done for her?’ he 

asked. Gehazi (his servant) answered, 

‘Well, she has no son and her husband 

is old.’ Elisha said, ‘Call her.’ The 

servant called her and she stood at the 

door. ‘This time next year,’ Elisha said 

‘you will hold a son in your arms.’ 

 

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 88:2-3. 16-19. R. v.2 

 

(R.) Forever I will sing the goodness of 

the Lord. 
 

1.   I will sing for ever of your love, O 

Lord; through all ages my mouth will 

proclaim your truth. Of this I am sure, 

that your love lasts for ever, that your 

truth is firmly established as the 

heavens. (R.) 
 

2. Happy the people who acclaim such a 

king, who walk, O Lord, in the light of 

your face, who find their joy every day in 

your name, who make your justice the 

source of their bliss. (R.) 
 

3.  For it is you, O Lord, who are the 

glory of their strength; it is by your 

favour that our might is exalted: for our 

ruler is in the keeping of the Lord; our 

king in the keeping of the Holy One 

of Israel. (R.) 

 

Second Reading 
Romans 6:3-4. 8-11 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 

Romans 

Having been buried with him through baptism, 

we shall walk in a new life. 
 

When we were baptised in Christ Jesus 

we were baptised in his death; in other 

words, when we were baptised we 

went into the tomb with him and joined 

him in death, so that as Christ was 

raised from the dead by the Father’s 

glory, we too might live a new life. But 

we believe that having died with Christ 

we shall return to life with him: Christ, 

as we know, having been raised from 

the dead will never die again. Death 

has no power over him anymore. When 

he died, he died, once for all, to sin, so 

his life now is life with God; and in that 

way, you too must consider yourselves 

to be dead to sin but alive for God in 

Christ Jesus. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 
J1 Peter 2:9 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

You are a chosen race, a royal 

priesthood, a holy people. Praise God 

who called you out of darkness and into 

his marvellous light. 

Alleluia! 
 

 

 

 

Gospel 
Matthew 10:37-42 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 

Matthew  

Anyone who does not accept his cross is not 

worthy of me. Anyone who welcomes you, 

welcomes me. 
 

Jesus instructed the Twelve as follows: 

‘Anyone who prefers father or mother 

to me is not worthy of me. Anyone who 

prefers son or daughter to me is not 

worthy of me. Anyone who does not 

take his cross and follow in my 

footsteps is not worthy of me. Anyone 

who finds his life will lose it; anyone 

who loses his life for my sake will find 

it. ‘Anyone who welcomes you 

welcomes me; and those who 

welcome me welcome the one who 

sent me. ‘Anyone who welcomes a 

prophet because he is a prophet will 

have a prophet’s reward; and anyone 

who welcomes a holy man because he 

is a holy man will have a holy man’s 

reward. ‘If anyone gives so much as a 

cup of cold water to one of these little 

ones because he is a disciple, then I 

tell you solemnly, he will most certainly 

not lose his reward.’ 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Reflection by Father Bony             

We are only transformed in the places we don't flee 
 

A few years ago, while preaching on a mission in Auckland, someone handed me a 

rosary unlike any I had seen before. Instead of the usual decades, it was made around 

the Stations of the Cross. As she gave it to me, she said quietly, "This should help you 

stick with the process of God making you a holy priest." 
 

She probably had no idea how deeply those words would resonate. They touched 

something that has become a lifeline for me over the past ten years. After going 

through a personal crisis, taking time away from ministry, and gradually returning, 

there were many moments when I grew impatient with the journey. I wanted answers, 

and I wanted them now, the way the world trains us to expect them. I wanted to know 

where God was taking me. More than once, I wondered whether I should simply give 

up. Yet my supervisor and spiritual director kept saying the same thing: "Stick with the 

process. The process will take you where you need to be." 
 

This weekend marks fifteen years since I was ordained a priest. Looking back, I am 

deeply grateful. I still love being a priest: the privilege of standing so close to the 

Eucharistic Lord, the trust people place in me simply because of my ordination, and 

the quiet amazement of watching the Holy Spirit work through someone as imperfect 

as I am. My greatest consolation is knowing that the Sculptor who called me has never 

stopped shaping me. He is still at work. 
 

This Sunday Jesus says, "Take up your cross and follow me", and in Luke's telling he 

adds one word: daily. Not once, heroically. Daily. We do not get to control where it leads 

or what fruit it bears; that belongs to God, and he gives it in his own time. Our part is 

smaller, and harder: to stay, to pick up today's cross, and to trust him with the rest. In 

other words, Jesus is saying: never give up on the process; say yes to it again every 

day. 
 

There is a beautiful echo of this in today's first reading. When the Shunammite woman 

recognises Elisha as a man of God, she does not simply offer him a meal. She prepares 

a room, a bed, a table, a chair, a lamp. Notice what that means. Anyone offers a guest 

food and water; she builds him somewhere to stay. She is not arranging a visit. She is 

making a place to remain. 
 

Fifteen centuries later, St Benedict asked his monks for the very same thing, in two 

promises: stability, to stay, to stop running, to remain where God has placed us, and 

conversion of life, to let ourselves be changed, a little, every single day. Stay, and be 

changed. One cannot have the second without the first. We are only transformed in the 

places we don't flee. The Shunammite built a room so the prophet could stay; there 

she experiences a miracle. God asks us to build a place in our own lives where he can 

remain long enough to change us. 
 

And so, I keep that Auckland rosary close. Each bead is a station, each station a step 

of trust and surrender to the father. When the way is hard and the only road out is 

through, those stations become strength to keep staying, and to keep moving. We live 

in an AI age that offers everything instantly, and quietly robs us of the art of staying, 

grappling, and waiting, the very things that change us. So may we each find our room, 

our table, our chair, our lamp: a place where we stay long enough in the presence of 

the One who still works miracles in our lives. Fr B 

  

Thought of the week… 

 

Parish Activities 
 

ANAM CARA – Wednesday 9.00am in the Presbytery 
 

BAPTISM information mornings are held on the 1st Sunday of the 

month at 10.45am.  Please phone the office if you wish to attend. 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY - 9.45am Mass (except school holidays) for 

children in Prep - Yr 4. 
 

FRIENDSHIP & CRAFT GROUP - meet in the Quiet Room at the Church 

every Thursday after the 10am Mass. 
 

LITURGY GROUP - meet every 4th Tuesday of the month at 1pm in the 

Presbytery. 
 

LOURDES PRAYER GROUP - meet in the Quiet Room every Tuesday 

after the 10am Liturgy of The Word. 
 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL – meet the 1st Monday of each month 

at 6.30pm in the Presbytery Meeting Room. 
 

SPRED – meet most Wednesdays during school term at 6.30pm in 

the Quiet Room 
 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL - meet on the 2nd and 4th Thursday afternoons 

in the quiet room at the church at 2pm. 
 

 

 

 

 

Parish Councillors 
Jo Johnston, Jeni Bonell, Emma Dever, Melissa McLean, Julie 

Whittaker, Peter Castles, Georgina Humphrys, Brandon 

Joseph, Clare Watson, Jessica Anderson,. Chris Golightly, 

Bernadette Witham 
 

Safeguarding Children, Young 
People and Adults at risk 
In Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, we commit ourselves to 

ensuring the safety and well-being of children, young people 

and adults at risk in our Parish community. The best interests 

of the child, young person or adult at risk come first.  

Our Parish takes a zero tolerance approach to all forms of 

abuse. If you have any concerns about the safety of children, 

young people and adults at risk please contact our Parish 

Safeguarding Representatives, Sue Whitelegg or Jo and Ray 

Johnston on 0437 839 838.  If you believe anybody is at 

immediate risk of harm you should phone 000. You are 

encouraged to provide feedback on Safeguarding policies 

and procedures.   Toowoomba Diocese Safeguarding  
 

Resources can be found at 

https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/safeguarding-policy-

resources/ 

© Dianne Bergant CSA 

© Dianne Bergant CSA 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

   

 

 

 
 
 

 
  

 Welcomers Commentary Ministers of the 

Word 

Offertory 

Procession 

Extraordinary 

Ministers 

Ipad 

Operator 

Piety  

Stall 

4th July 

at 

6.30pm 

J & P 

O’Sullivan 
B Witham 

 C Ferguson 

J Soriano 
J & S Joseph 

H.  P Hoopert 

W. K Walsh 

W. M Cushway 

M Connell G Schoorl 

5th July 

at 

9.45am 

R Fallon 

A Suhr 
K Langdale 

M Conrick 

C Watson 
Poulton Family 

H.  Cristianne Dias 

W. Cleber Dias 

W. A Cournane 

K Kruger C & S Dias 

Parish News... 
 

Sat 27th   

June 
o 6.30pm Mass 

 

Sun 28th 

June 
o 9.45am Mass (NO Children’s Liturgy) 

 

Mon 29th  

June 
o 11am Funeral Mass for Peter Phelan 

 
Tues 30th 

June 
o 10am LOW  

o 10.30am Prayer Group in the Church 

Wed 1st 

July 
o 9am Anam Cara in the Presbytery 

Thurs  
2nd July 

o 10am Mass 

o 10.30am Craft and Friendship Group 

Fri 3rd 

July 
 

 

 
 

Date Claimers: 
29th June – Feast of Saints Peter and Paul the Apostles 

4th/5th July – ATSI Sunday 

11th/12th July – Sea Sunday 

19th July – First Reconciliation Workshop at 10.45am 
 

New Planned Giving Envelopes 
Thank you to all who completed the Planned Giving form for 

2026/2027. The new envelopes will be available on the table 

at the back of the church from this weekend. Thank you for 

your ongoing support of the parish.  
 

 
 

Mass Times Review St Anthony’s & OLOL 
We thank everyone who took the time to share their thoughts 

and suggestions as part of the Mass Times Review. Your 

feedback is greatly appreciated and will help guide the PPC in 

their discernment as they seek to serve the needs of both 

parish communities. Please keep the process in your prayers. 

 
 

Please Pray For...   
 

Recent Deaths:   Peter Phelan, Irene Witham 

 

Anniversaries: (26th June – 2nd July) Daphne Pobar, June Davis, Sheila Strickland, Desley Byrne, Nell Meara, John 

Burke, Anthony Tabita, Michael Quinlan, June Hurst, John McDonnell, Eileen Davis, Gloria Reedy, Kathleen McKee, Vince 

Mullins, Val Leenew, Phillip Williams, Carmel Burke,  
 

Those Who Are Sick: Lorraine Johnston, Gary Andrews, Elijah, Eileen Reedy, Kev Roberts, Margaret York, Gerard Nolan, 

Sr Cecilia Bailey, Peter Reynolds, Peter Hickey, Kathie Ober, Margaret Conrick, Audrey Bentley, Noel Lipp, Michael (Micky) 

Lynch, Carmel & Ron O'Brien, Lillian Roberts, Brian Thomson, Peggy Thies, John Axtell, Tim & Olivia Zvirblis, Mick O'Mara 
 

June Birthdays: Cassie Soriano, June Burke, Joyce Smith, Sr Nancy Doyle, Jose Dias, Margaret Graham, Gen Schoorl,  

Ben Saunders, Agnes Hale, Helen McQuillan, Patrick Kelly, Rosie Glassey, Clare Ferguson, Lindsay Borger, Anne Allport 

 

 
Peter’s Pence Annual Collection 
Every year a collection for Peter’s Pence is taken. The 

offerings support the Holy Father Pope Leo in his ministry 

and in his charitable activities in response to emergencies 

and needs around the world.   Peter’s Pence is a gesture of 

communion and participation in the Pope's mission to 

proclaim the Gospel, promote peace and spread Christian 

charity. Each year we hold a collection close to the feast 

day of Saints Peter and Paul. This year the collection will 

take place this weekend.   Please click here to view more 

information or click here to make a donation online. There 

are envelopes available on the table at the main entrance 

if you would prefer to make a cash donation.  

 
Saints Peter and Paul 
On the 29th June, we remember Saints Peter and Paul for 

their unwavering devotion to their Lord and learn how each 

is an example to us of courage, conviction and absolute 

trust in the power of God to be with them in every 

circumstance.  Jesus’ question to his disciples, ‘Who do 

you say I am?’, confronts us always.  The clear answer 

Peter gives, together with the letters of Paul and other 

writings attributed to him or to Peter, are important starting 

points for our answer to this ever-relevant question.  As 

members of the church of Jesus, founded on the inspired 

faith of Peter and Paul, we are invited to support each other 

in that quest.  Peter and Paul show what can happen when 

we cooperate with Christ in living out his love. Things we 

never dreamt of become possible. But their lives also show 

us the cost. Both of them died as martyrs. We may not be 

asked to embrace martyrdom in our lives, but in the way 

we run our race we are challenged to keep the faith and 

proclaim Christ by how we live. By doing so we are assured 

that when we come to heaven we will be greeted by Peter 

and Paul and with them we will behold the fullness of love, 

the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, for eternity. 

 

https://www.obolodisanpietro.va/en.html
https://www.obolodisanpietro.va/en/dona.html
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MASS WITH THE MIGRANT JUBILEE CROSS 
Date: 28/6/26 Sunday      
Time: 9:00am 
Where: St Patrick’s Cathedral, Toowoomba 
Bishop Ken Howell will celebrate Mass at the Cathedral with the 
Migrant Jubilee Cross. All are warmly welcome to attend.  
 

AN EVENING OF PRAYER, REFLECTION AND MUSIC 
AROUND THE MIGRANT JUBILEE CROSS 
Date: 1/7/26 Wednesday      
Time: 5:00pm-8:00pm 
Where: St Anthony’s Parish, Memory St Tmba 
Holy Angels St Vincent de Paul Conference and St Anthony’s 
Parish invite you to join us in welcoming the Jubilee Migrant 
Cross. There will be music, prayer and reflection as well as a 
shared meal. Participants are invited to bring food that reflects 
your cultural heritage to share. All are welcome to attend. 
 

ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER SUNDAY 
Date: 5/7/26 
The theme for this year is “Walking Together in Christ:  40 years 
on!” The National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Catholic 
Council (NATSICC) has provided a variety of resources 2026 
ATSI Sunday 
The resources include a 24-page booklet, audio files for church 
services, youth group notes, school celebration ideas and a 
range of other practical items. 
 

PERFORMING WITH THE STARS CONCERT AND 
AFTERNOON TEA 
Crows Nest Catholic Church Fundraiser 
When:  Sat 22nd August 
Time:  2pm 
Where: Crows Nest RSL Hall 
Acts include ballroom dancing demonstration, bush poet, drama 
acts, choir, country Western duo, soloist 
Contact Tracey Brennan for more details and tickets. 
(0418152073) 

 
 

Diocesan Jubilees 2026 
Fr John Quinlan (60 yrs 29th June), Fr Brian Noonan (50yrs) 

& Fr Peter Doohan (50yrs) celebrate the Jubilee of their 

Presbyteral Ordinations this year.  The Diocese will gather in 

prayer and gratitude for their years of generous service later 

in the year.  We also extend our warmest congratulations to 

Fr Bony on his 15 years of priestly ministry.  We thank God 

for the gift of all these faithful men and pray the Holy Spirit 

will continue  to guide them with renewed strength, wisdom 

and joyl  

Celebration of the Mass Part 1 
Altar Server 

Altar Servers have a very special ministry.  Their primary role 

is to assist the Priest in the celebration of the Mass.  

Children who have received their First Holy Communion are 

eligible to serve and will be provided with the necessary 

training. 

Collectors 

This ministry is responsible for the collection of the 

monetary gifts offered by the community for the work of the 

church. 

Commentator 

The role of the Commentator is to welcome the gathered 

community and introduce the celebration.  The 

Commentator also leads the Responsorial Psalm and reads 

the Prayers of the Faithful. 

Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion (EMHC) assist 

the Priest in the distribution of the Body and Blood of Christ 

to those gathered.  EMHC may opt to distribute the Body of 

Christ only or both the Body and Blood of Christ. 

I-pad Operator for PowerPoint  

This ministry is responsible for the operation of the I-pad or 

laptop to display the hymns and prayers during the Mass. 

Mass Coordinators 

Mass Coordinators ensure that all those rostered on to serve 

in Mass Ministries are present and find replacements when 

necessary. 

 

Weekly Spotlight on our Parish 
Groups and Mass Ministries 

Upgrade of Parish Toilets 
The Parish Pastoral Council have received a Gambling 

Community Benefit Fund Grant to upgrade the parish toilets.  

Work will commence on Monday 6th July.  There will be no 

access to the parish toilets during refurbishment.  The 

Presbytery toilets will be available to all parishioners during 

office hours.   

Broncos Legends Lunch 
Join us at the Oakes, 25 Annand St Tmba, on Friday 31st July 

for an unforgettable afternoon with the Brisbane Broncos, 

featuring a live Q&A with Dave Donaghy, Troy Thomson and 

a Broncos Legend, hosted by Ben Dobbin. Tickets can be 

purchased here and include a two-course lunch and 4-hour 

premium beverages package. Supporting the restoration of 

St Patrick’s Cathedral. 

 

https://www.natsicc.org.au/resources-data/sunday-resources-2025-bletd
https://www.natsicc.org.au/resources-data/sunday-resources-2025-bletd
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1599275

