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Sunday, 27th September 2026 

Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A 

Next Week’s Readings (3rd/4th Oct 2026) – Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year A 
1st Reading: Isaiah 5:1-7  2nd Reading: Philippians 4:6-9  Gospel: Matthew 21:33-43 

First Reading 
Ezekiel 18:25-28 

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel 

The sinner who decides to turn against sinfulness 

deserves to live.  

The word of the Lord was addressed to 

me as follows: ‘You object, “What the 

Lord does is unjust.” Listen, you House 

of Israel: is what I do unjust? Is it not 

what you do that is unjust? When the 

upright man renounces his integrity to 

commit sin and dies because of this, he 

dies because of the evil that he himself 

has committed. When the sinner 

renounces sin to become law-abiding 

and honest, he deserves to live. He has 

chosen to renounce all his previous sins; 

he shall certainly live; he shall not die.’ 

 

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 24:4-9. R. v.6 
 

(R.)  Remember your mercies, O Lord. 

 

1.  Lord, make me know your ways. Lord, 

teach me your paths. Make me walk in 

your truth and teach me: for you are God 

my saviour. (R.) 
 

2. Remember your mercy, Lord, and the 

love you have shown from of old. Do not 

remember the sins of my youth. In your 

love remember me, because of your 

goodness, O Lord. (R.) 
 

3. Remember your mercy, Lord, and the 

love you have shown from of old. Do not 

remember the sins of my youth. In your 

love remember me, because of your 

goodness, O Lord. (R.) 

 
 

 

 

 

Second Reading 
Philippians 2:1-11 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 

Philippians 

In your minds you must be the same as Christ 

Jesus. 

If our life in Christ means anything to 

you, if love can persuade at all, or the 

Spirit that we have in common, or any 

tenderness and sympathy, then be 

united in your convictions and united 

in your love, with a common purpose 

and a common mind. That is the one 

thing which would make me 

completely happy. There must be no 

competition among you, no conceit; 

but everybody is to be self-effacing. 

Always consider the other person to be 

better than yourself, so that nobody 

thinks of his own interests first but 

everybody thinks of other people’s 

interests instead. In your minds you 

must be the same as Christ Jesus: His 

state was divine, yet he did not cling to 

his equality with God but emptied 

himself to assume the condition of a 

slave, and became as men are; and 

being as all men are, he was humbler 

yet, even to accepting death, death on 

a cross. But God raised him high and 

gave him the name which is above all 

other names so that all beings in the 

heavens, on earth and in the 

underworld, should bend the knee at 

the name of Jesus and that every 

tongue should acclaim Jesus Christ as 

Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 
John 10:27 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

My sheep listen to my voice, says the 

Lord; I know them, and they follow me. 

Alleluia! 

 
 

 

Gospel 
Matthew 21:28-32 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 

Matthew  

He went out moved by regret. The tax collectors 

and prostitutes will precede you into the 

kingdom of God 

Jesus said to the chief priests and the 

elders of the people, ‘What is your 

opinion? A man had two sons. He went 

and said to the first, “My boy, you go 

and work in the vineyard today.” He 

answered, “I will not go,” but 

afterwards thought better of it and 

went. The man then went and said the 

same thing to the second who 

answered, “Certainly, sir,” but did not 

go. Which of the two did the father’s 

will?’ ‘The first’ they said. Jesus said to 

them, ‘I tell you solemnly, tax 

collectors and prostitutes are making 

their way into the kingdom of God 

before you. For John came to you, a 

pattern of true righteousness, but you 

did not believe him, and yet the tax 

collectors and prostitutes did. Even 

after seeing that, you refused to think 

better of it and believe in him.’ 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflection by Fr Bony                                        
Second thoughts and the cross of the moment 

Some time ago, I was in a meeting with a group of fellow priests when a topic close 

to my heart came up. I felt something needed to be said, so I spoke. I began 

reasonably calmly, but when I was interrupted, something in me was triggered. I 

became more emotional, more forceful, and eventually a little judgmental. I even 

brought particular people into the conversation when I really did not need to. 
 

When we stopped for a break, a few priests came up to me and said, “Good on 

you. That needed to be said.” I felt good. I was actually quite proud that I had found 

the courage to speak, especially in a room with people more senior than me. 
 

Then I went for a walk. And somewhere during that walk, a second thought came. 

What I had said still mattered. I did not suddenly decide that I had been wrong to 

speak. But I began to realise that the way I had spoken had not served what I was 

trying to say. So, when we gathered again, I apologised. I said that I stood by the 

concern I had raised, but I was sorry for the way I had communicated it and for 

making it personal. 
 

Acting on that second thought was not easy. Part of me wondered, If I apologise, 

will I weaken what I have said? Not every second thought is a moment of grace; 

sometimes we second-guess ourselves because of anxiety, fear of rejection, or our 

need to be liked. But in an honest space, a second thought can help us distinguish 

what was true in us from what was wounded in us. 
 

What surprised me was how I felt afterwards. I had felt good about having the 

courage to speak. But I felt somehow freer after having the courage to apologise. 

Perhaps that is why the first son in this Sunday’s Gospel speaks to me. His first 

answer to his father is, “I will not go.” But later he thinks better of it and goes. His 

first response does not become his final response. 
 

There is grace in a second thought. But the Gospel goes further: the second 

thought matters because he acts on it. Repentance is more than feeling differently; 

it means allowing our feet to follow where grace is leading. 
 

On a podcast I listened to this week, Bishop Barron quotes words from W. H. 

Auden’s The Age of Anxiety: “We would rather be ruined than changed. We would 

rather die in our dread than climb the cross of the moment and let our illusions 

die.” 
 

Perhaps that is what a genuine second thought asks of us: to climb the small cross 

of the moment and allow an illusion to die. The illusion that I must always be right. 

That apologising makes me weak. That changing my mind means losing face. That 

the story I have told myself must be the whole truth.  We can let such illusions die 

only when we know that we are secure enough not to defend them. And our 

deepest security is this: we are held by God. “Do not fear, for I am with you… I will 

strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you” (Isaiah 41:10). When we know 

ourselves held by that love, perhaps we become freer to look again, to think again, 

and, when grace asks it of us, to change direction.  

Fr. B 

  

Parish Activities 
 

ANAM CARA – Wednesday 9.00am in the Presbytery 
 

BAPTISM information mornings are held on the 1st Sunday of the 

month at 10.45am.  Please phone the office if you wish to attend. 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY - 9.45am Mass (except school holidays) for 

children in Prep - Yr 4. 
 

FRIENDSHIP & CRAFT GROUP - meet in the Quiet Room at the Church 

every Thursday after the 10am Mass. 
 

LITURGY GROUP - meet every 4th Tuesday of the month at 1pm in the 

Presbytery. 
 

LOURDES PRAYER GROUP - meet in the Quiet Room every Tuesday 

after the 10am Liturgy of The Word. 
 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL – meet the 1st Monday of each month 

at 6.30pm in the Presbytery Meeting Room. 
 

SPRED – meet most Wednesdays during school term at 6.30pm in 

the Quiet Room 
 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL - meet on the 2nd and 4th Thursday afternoons 

in the quiet room at the church at 2pm. 
 

 

 

 

 

Parish Councillors 
Jessica Anderson, Jeni Bonell, Peter Castles, Chris Golightly, 

Georgina Humphrys, Jo Johnston, Brandon Joseph, Melissa 

McLean, Clare Watson, Bernadette Witham 
 

Safeguarding Children, Young 
People and Adults at risk 
In Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, we commit ourselves to 

ensuring the safety and well-being of children, young people 

and adults at risk in our Parish community. The best interests 

of the child, young person or adult at risk come first.  

Our Parish takes a zero tolerance approach to all forms of 

abuse. If you have any concerns about the safety of children, 

young people and adults at risk please contact our Parish 

Safeguarding Representatives, Sue Whitelegg or Jo and Ray 

Johnston on 0437 839 838.  If you believe anybody is at 

immediate risk of harm you should phone 000. You are 

encouraged to provide feedback on Safeguarding policies 

and procedures.   Toowoomba Diocese Safeguarding  
 

Resources can be found at 

https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/safeguarding-policy-

resources/ 

© Dianne Bergant CSA 

© Dianne Bergant CSA 

 

Thought of the day 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

   

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 Welcomers Commentary Ministers of the 

Word 

Offertory 

Procession 

Extraordinary 

Ministers 

Ipad 

Operator 

Piety  

Stall 

3rd Oct 

at 

5.30pm 

Vigil Mass at St Anthony’s 

4th Oct 

at 

9.45am 

Anderson 

Family 
K Langdale 

M Cash 

P Murphy 

A Cournane 

D Young 

(H) T Ryan 

(W) Cleber Dias 

(W) C Watson 

M Conrick V Barker 

Parish News... 
 

Sat  

26th Sep 
o 5.30pm Vigil Mass  (OLOL)  

 

Sun  

27th Sep 
o 9.45am Mass  

Mon  

28th Sep 
 

Tues  

29th Sep 
o 10am LOW  

o 10.30am Prayer Group in the Church 

Wed  

30th Sep 
o 9am Anam Cara in the Presbytery 

 

Thur  

1st Oct 
o 10am Mass  

o 10.30am Craft and Friendship Group 

Fri  

2nd Oct 
o 11am Funeral Mass Bernice Reis 

 
 

Upcoming Dates: 
17th/18th October – Mission Sunday 

Daily Mass Book & Ordo  
If you would like to order a Daily Mass Book or Ordo for 2027, 

please add your name to the list on the table at the back of 

the church.  

Birthday Blessings 
Happy Birthday Father Quinlan. May God 

continue to bless you with health, joy and 

peace. We are grateful for you and wish 

you a joy-filled day.  

Children’s Liturgy 
Children’s Liturgy will be taking a break over the school 

holidays. It will start back up again on Sunday 11th October 

during the 9.45am Mass.  

Working Bee 
The next working bee to mulch the gardens will be on Saturday 

10th October 8am – 12pm. Please come along and lend a 

hand, even if it is just for an hour or so. BYO gloves, 

wheelbarrows etc.  Morning tea and lunch provided. 

Parish Family Mass 
The Parish will not be celebrating our annual Parish Family 

Mass in October as in previous years due to the Jubilee 

Celebrations on 8th November.  
 

Please Pray For...   
Recent Deaths:  Bernice Reis 

Anniversaries: (25th Sep – 1st Oct) Christopher Cronin, James Williams, Edward Joseph Kevin Cash, Edith Polkinghorne, 

Allan Axtell, Peter-John DiMichiel, Mick Patterson, Rev Fr Clarence Leahy, Rev Fr Neil O’Donoghue 
 
 

Those Who Are Sick: Barry Coonan, Ray Johnston, Gary Andrews, Eileen Reedy, Kev Roberts, Margaret York, Gerard 

Nolan, Sr Cecilia Bailey, Peter Reynolds, Kathie Ober, Margaret Conrick, Audrey Bentley, Noel Lipp, Michael (Micky) Lynch, Carmel 

& Ron O'Brien, Lillian Roberts, Brian Thomson, Peggy Thies, John Axtell, Tim & Olivia Zvirblis, Mick O'Mara 
 

September Birthdays: Kathy Dangerfield, Sandra Sullivan, Helen Kupfer, Val Bowe, Jo Michel, Kathy Langdale, Max Jones, 

Scotty, Jenny Ferguson, Anne McGrath, Chris Golightly, Dave Morrow, Clyde Hudson, Denise Short, Brian Thomson 

 

 
Migrant and Refugee Sunday 2026 
This year's theme, "Even just one of these children" 

(Matthew 18:10), draws attention to children and young 

people affected by migration and forced displacement, 

inviting Catholics and all people of goodwill to recognise 

their dignity, hear their stories and respond with 

compassion and solidarity.   

In his message for the World Day, Pope Leo XIV highlights 

the vulnerability of children on the move, noting that 

"minors are the most vulnerable group within the global 

movements of migration" and that they are "concrete 

faces, who have unique stories, and call on our 

conscience". The Holy Father reminds us that behind 

migration statistics are children whose lives have been 

shaped by war, poverty, violence, environmental disasters 

and family separation.  At the same time, he points to signs 

of hope in the witness of families, educators, volunteers 

and faith communities who accompany and support young 

migrants and refugees.  Pope Leo’s full message can be 

found here. 

 

Alpha Youth – Ages 14+ 

Young people aged 14 and above are invited to join us for 

a condensed Alpha Youth Series over five Sundays, 

beginning 11th October at 5.30 pm at Our Lady of Lourdes. 

Each evening will begin with dinner, followed by about an 

hour of Alpha, a relaxed and welcoming space to connect 

with other young people, build friendships, explore faith, 

and ask some of life’s bigger questions. 

This is also a wonderful opportunity for our young people to 

begin building a community together and to help shape 

what youth ministry in our parishes could look like in 2027. 
 

When: Five Sundays from 11th October, 5.30 pm 

Where: Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Presbytery Meeting 

Room 

Who: Young people aged 14+ 
 

If you would like to know more, please speak with Fr Bony 

or contact the parish office on 4634 1453 or by email  

ourladyoflourdesparish@twb.catholic.org.au  

Please RSVP to the parish office by Thursday October 8th. 

https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/messages/migration/documents/20260811-world-migrants-day-2026.html
mailto:ourladyoflourdesparish@twb.catholic.org.au


 

 
 

 

 

https://www.graphicproducts.

com/ 

OLOL Parish Floral Display at the Cathedral 
Congratulations to the amazing team who put the floral 

display together for the Carnival of Flowers Floral Display.  It 

looked amazing!!! 

 

 

 
 

WEBINAR: THE CHANGING FACE OF CATHOLICISM 
Date: 8/10/26 Thursday     Time: 7:00pm 
Where: Online via Zoom 
Council of Australasian Catholics and Garratt Publishing 
present “The Changing Face of Catholicism” webinar. Lay 
Catholicism includes many different streams, represented by 
various formal and informal group activities. This webinar will 
provide an opportunity for representatives of a selected range 
of groups – old and new, big and small – to briefly explore their 
essential principles and driving forces. 
Find out more and register here. 
 

 

JUBILEE CELEBRATION OF ORDINATION 
Date: 21/10/26 Wednesday     Time: 11:00am 
Where: St Patrick’s Cathedral Tmba 
Bishop Ken Howell and the Toowoomba Council of Priests 
warmly invite the community to celebrate 60 years of ordination 
of Fr John Quinlan and 50 years of ordination of Frs Peter 
Doohan and Brian Noonan. Mass will be celebrated at the 
Cathedral, followed by refreshments at St Patrick’s Cathedral 
Centre. RSVP by 16/10/26 to the Cathedral Office on 07 
46371500 or stpatrickscathedral@twb.catholic.org.au  
 

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST: WORLD YOUTH DAY 2027 
Seoul 2027 is calling! Are you interested in joining an 
unforgettable pilgrimage to World Youth Day in Seoul in 2027? 
We’re inviting young people to register their interest and be part 
of this incredible global gathering of faith, culture, and 
unforgettable experiences. Click the link to learn more and fill 
out a short form so we can keep you updated with details as 
plans develop: https://forms.office.com/r/jwFLQ2c1EX 

New Parish Database System 
Our parish is transitioning to a new parish database 

system called PACEM (Parish Administration, 

Communication and Engagement Management), created 

by the Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne.  To ensure our 

records are as accurate as possible, all parishioners will 

be invited to complete a registration form at Mass in the 

coming weeks.  An online form will also be available for 

those who are not able to complete the paper form at 

Mass.  We thank you for your cooperation and patience 

as we make this transition to better serve our parish 

community. 

Share your OLOL memories for the Jubilee 
We would love your family photos at Lourdes to include in 

the 75th Jubilee celebrations – weddings, baptisms etc. 

Please email photos to lourdes75th@gmail.com, including 

the year, names of those pictured and a brief note about the 

occasion. Please ensure those pictured are happy to be 

included. If you need help scanning or sharing a photo, 

please contact the Parish Office or bring them to Mass and 

Davina will arrange a copy. 

Filming for the Jubilee 
Filming for the 75th Jubilee will take place at Masses over 

the coming weekends.  Please approach Davina or the Mass 

Coordinator if you do not wish to be filmed. 

https://us.list-manage.com/DsJ_PGff79W?e=94229d10f2&c2id=853419b829d1c364cd1e867f1728f2e8
mailto:stpatrickscathedral@twb.catholic.org.au?subject=Jubilee%20Celebration%20RSVP&body=
https://us.list-manage.com/113WRGhYOIu?e=94229d10f2&c2id=853419b829d1c364cd1e867f1728f2e8

