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Sunday, 26th July 2026 

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A 

Next Week’s Readings (1st/2nd Aug 2026) – Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year A 
1st Reading: Isaiah 55:1-3  2nd Reading: Romans 8:35. 37-39  Gospel: Matthew 14:13-21 

First Reading 
1 Kings 3:5.7-12 

A reading from the first book of the Kings 

You have asked for wisdom. 

The Lord appeared to Solomon in a 

dream and said, ‘Ask what you would 

like me to give you.’ Solomon replied, 

‘Lord, my God, you have made your 

servant king in succession to David my 

father. But I am a very young man, 

unskilled in leadership. Your servant 

finds himself in the midst of this people 

of yours that you have chosen, a people 

so many its numbers cannot be counted 

or reckoned. Give your servant a heart to 

understand how to discern between 

good and evil, for who could govern this 

people of yours that is so great?’ It 

pleased the Lord that Solomon should 

have asked for this. ‘Since you have 

asked for this’ the Lord said ‘and not 

asked for long life for yourself or riches 

or the lives of your enemies, but have 

asked for a discerning judgement for 

yourself, here and now I do what you 

ask. I give you a heart wise and shrewd 

as none before you has had and none 

will have after you.’ 

 

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 118:57. 72. 76-77. 127-130. R. v.97 
 

(R.) Lord, I love your commands. 
 

1. My part, I have resolved, O Lord, is to 

obey your word. The law from your 

mouth means more to me than silver 

and gold. (R.) 
 

2. Let your love be ready to console me 

by your promise to your servant. Let your 

love come to me and I shall live for your 

law is my delight. (R.) 
 

3.  That is why I love your commands 

more than finest gold. That is why I rule 

 

my life by your precepts: I hate false 

ways. (R.) 
 

4. Your will is wonderful indeed; 

therefore I obey it. The unfolding of 

your word gives light and teaches the 

simple. (R.) 

 

Second Reading 
Romans 8:28-30 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 

Romans 

He predestined us to become true images of his 

Son. 

We know that by turning everything to 

their good God co-operates with all 

those who love him, with all those that 

he has called according to his 

purpose. They are the ones he chose 

specially long ago and intended to 

become true images of his Son, so that 

his Son might be the eldest of many 

brothers. He called those he intended 

for this; those he called he justified, 

and with those he justified he shared 

his glory. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 
See Matthew 11:25 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of 

heaven and earth; 

you have revealed to little ones the 

mysteries of the kingdom. 

Alleluia! 

 

Gospel 
Matthew 13:44-52 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 

Matthew  

He sells everything he owns and buys the field. 
 

Jesus said to the crowds, ‘The 

kingdom of heaven is like treasure 

hidden in a field which someone has 

found; he hides it again, goes off 

happy, sells everything he owns and 

buys the field. ‘Again, the kingdom of 

heaven is like a merchant looking for 

fine pearls; when he finds one of great 

value he goes and sells everything he 

owns and buys it. ‘Again, the kingdom 

of heaven is like a dragnet cast into 

the sea that brings in a haul of all 

kinds. When it is full, the fishermen 

haul it ashore; then, sitting down, they 

collect the good ones in a basket and 

throw away those that are no use. This 

is how it will be at the end of time: the 

angels will appear and separate the 

wicked from the just to throw them 

into the blazing furnace where there 

will be weeping and grinding of teeth. 

‘Have you understood all this?’ They 

said, ‘Yes.’ And he said to them, ‘Well, 

then, every scribe who becomes a 

disciple of the kingdom of heaven is 

like a householder who brings out from 

his storeroom things both new and 

old.’ 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflection by Father Bony  
 

Love Makes the Cost Worth It 

Last Sunday, I watched the Odyssey interpreted by Christopher Nolan. One line 

from Odysseus stayed with me all week: "The power of a sacrifice is in the cost of 

the one who makes it."  It resonated with me so much it did linger in most of my 

prayer times this week. As I prayed with those words, I found myself wanting to add 

something more. The power of sacrifice is not simply in its cost, but in the love that 

makes the cost worthwhile. Cost alone does not make a sacrifice beautiful. Love 

does. Parents know this instinctively. Friends who remain faithful through difficult 

times know it. Christ on the Cross reveals it perfectly and we confess, “God so 

loved the world that he gave his only son”.  

That thought led me into prayer, not so much about sacrifice itself, but about the 

people whose sacrifices have quietly shaped my own life. Parents who put aside 

their own dreams, friends who stood by me in difficult seasons, mentors who made 

room for me when I could not see a way forward. Looking back, I was not 

overwhelmed by the cost they carried; I was overwhelmed by gratitude. Their 

sacrifices became the hidden foundation on which my life was built. 

As I prayed with this Sunday's Gospel, I noticed something I had often overlooked. 

Jesus tells of two people who discover something priceless: one stumbles upon a 

treasure hidden in a field, while the other has spent his life searching for fine 

pearls. Their journeys are completely different, yet their response is exactly the 

same. Both joyfully sell everything in order to possess what they have found. 

What struck me was that Jesus does not dwell on what they gave up. Instead, He 

emphasises their joy. "In his joy he goes and sells all that he has." The sacrifice is 

real, but it is no longer experienced as mere loss because the treasure has 

captured the heart. Joy transforms sacrifice. When we know we have found 

something truly worth living for, letting go of lesser things becomes not a burden 

but an act of freedom. 

This also sheds light on Solomon's prayer in the first reading (1 Kings 3:5,7-12). 

When God invites him to ask for anything, Solomon does not ask for wealth, power 

or a long life. He asks for a listening heart, a heart capable of recognising what 

truly matters. Perhaps this is the first sacrifice every disciple must make: 

surrendering the illusion of control and remaining open enough for God to surprise 

us. Whether we stumble upon grace unexpectedly or spend years searching for it, 

a receptive heart can recognise the treasure when it appears. 

Gratitude looks backwards and discovers the hidden sacrifices that have loved us 

into being. Joy looks forwards and gives us the courage to make sacrifices of our 

own. Between gratitude and joy, sacrifice becomes more than endurance; it 

becomes love in action. May we ask, with Solomon, for a listening heart, one that 

remains open to God's unexpected gifts, grateful for those who have walked before 

us, and joyful enough to let go of whatever keeps us from embracing the treasure 

of His Kingdom. 

Fr. B 

 
           

Thought of the week… 
 

 
 

Parish Activities 
 

ANAM CARA – Wednesday 9.00am in the Presbytery 
 

BAPTISM information mornings are held on the 1st Sunday of the 

month at 10.45am.  Please phone the office if you wish to attend. 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY - 9.45am Mass (except school holidays) for 

children in Prep - Yr 4. 
 

FRIENDSHIP & CRAFT GROUP - meet in the Quiet Room at the Church 

every Thursday after the 10am Mass. 
 

LITURGY GROUP - meet every 4th Tuesday of the month at 1pm in the 

Presbytery. 
 

LOURDES PRAYER GROUP - meet in the Quiet Room every Tuesday 

after the 10am Liturgy of The Word. 
 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL – meet the 1st Monday of each month 

at 6.30pm in the Presbytery Meeting Room. 
 

SPRED – meet most Wednesdays during school term at 6.30pm in 

the Quiet Room 
 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL - meet on the 2nd and 4th Thursday afternoons 

in the quiet room at the church at 2pm. 
 

 

 

 

 

Parish Councillors 
Jo Johnston, Jeni Bonell, Emma Dever, Melissa McLean, Julie 

Whittaker, Peter Castles, Georgina Humphrys, Brandon 

Joseph, Clare Watson, Jessica Anderson, Chris Golightly, 

Bernadette Witham 
 

Safeguarding Children, Young 
People and Adults at risk 
In Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, we commit ourselves to 

ensuring the safety and well-being of children, young people 

and adults at risk in our Parish community. The best interests 

of the child, young person or adult at risk come first.  

Our Parish takes a zero tolerance approach to all forms of 

abuse. If you have any concerns about the safety of children, 

young people and adults at risk please contact our Parish 

Safeguarding Representatives, Sue Whitelegg or Jo and Ray 

Johnston on 0437 839 838.  If you believe anybody is at 

immediate risk of harm you should phone 000. You are 

encouraged to provide feedback on Safeguarding policies 

and procedures.   Toowoomba Diocese Safeguarding  
 

Resources can be found at 

https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/safeguarding-policy-

resources/ 

© Dianne Bergant CSA 

© Dianne Bergant CSA 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

   

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 Welcomers Commentary Ministers of the 

Word 

Offertory 

Procession 

Extraordinary 

Ministers 

Ipad 

Operator 

Piety  

Stall 

1st Aug 

at 

6.30pm 

D & N Clark L Borger 
L Walsh 

M Whitelegg 
Hoopert Family 

H.  B Witham 

W. R O’Brien 

W. J Johnston 

M Cushway D Clark 

2nd Aug 

at 

9.45am 

Dias Family C Hudson 
D Young 

T Ryan 
Coonan Family 

H. C Anderson 

W. A Cournane 

W. P Murphy 

J Anderson 

 

A Suhr 

 

Parish News... 
 

Sat  

25th July 
o 6.30pm Mass (World Day for Grandparents 

& the Elderly) 

Sun  

26th July 
o 9.45am Mass (World Day for Grandparents & 

the Elderly) 

Mon  

27th July 
o  

Tues  

28th July 
o 10am LOW  

o 10.30am Prayer Group in the Church 

o 1pm Liturgy Group Meeting 

Wed  

29th July 
o 9am Anam Cara in the Presbytery 

o 6.30pm SPRED 

Thur 

30th July 
o 10am Mass 

o 10.30am Craft and Friendship Group 

Fri  

31st July 
o 11am Funeral Mass Mick Wilson  

 
 

 

Date Claimers: 
2nd August – Catholic Education Week Thank You Mass and 

Morning Tea 9.45am 

2nd-9th August – Vocations Awareness Week 

8th August – 10am Mass for the Feast of St Mary of The 

Cross MacKillop followed by morning tea with Bishop Ken 

22nd/23rd August – Flick & Tick  
 

New Mass Times Effective 5th/6th September 
Following considerable consultation both St Anthony’s and Our 

Lady of Lourdes Parish Pastoral Councils (PPCs) have decided 

to move to an alternating Saturday evening vigil Mass at 

5:30pm.  The vigil Mass will be at St Anthony’s on the 1st and 

3rd weekends of the month and Our Lady of Lourdes on the 

2nd and 4th weekends of the month. Both parishes will have a 

vigil Mass on the 5th Sunday of the month.  The Sunday 

morning Masses will be 8 am at St Anthony’s and 9:45 am at 

Our Lady of Lourdes.  The change to Mass times takes into 

account the health and wellbeing of our Priest, the needs of 

each individual Parish and what is best for the longevity of the 

privilege of having a priest saying Mass in our church.  The PPC 

understands there may be some disappointment and is very 

grateful to all parishioners for your patience and 

understanding.   

Please Pray For...   

Recent Deaths:  Mick Wilson 
 

Anniversaries: (24th – 30th July) Paul O’Brien, Terry Arnell, Eileen Walker, Daniel Paddison, Eva Connole, Michael 

Stephen, Pat Sullivan, Bernard Roberts, Ian Graham, Vic Ruhle, Noreen Ryan, Olive Boden, Jennifer McCue, Barry Lysaght, 

John Bale, Kevin Burke, Ken Leane, Herbert Kruger, Mary Bennett, Rev Msgr John Bennett, Rev Fr Thomas Keegan, Most 

Rev Basil Roper DD 
 

Those Who Are Sick: Ray Johnston, Gary Andrews, Elijah, Eileen Reedy, Kev Roberts, Margaret York, Gerard Nolan, Sr 

Cecilia Bailey, Peter Reynolds, Kathie Ober, Margaret Conrick, Audrey Bentley, Noel Lipp, Michael (Micky) Lynch, Carmel & 

Ron O'Brien, Lillian Roberts, Brian Thomson, Peggy Thies, John Axtell, Tim & Olivia Zvirblis, Mick O'Mara 
 

July Birthdays: Teresa Lee, Cleber Dias, Margaret Naismith, Mary Ondrus, Eloise & Jemima Khoo, Elin Thomson, 

Lachlan See, Julie See, Glyn Ferguson, Sr Cecilia Bailey, Anne Mullins, Barry Coonan, Carmel O’Brien 

 

 Parish Pastoral Visit with Bishop Ken 
Bishop Ken will be conducting a Parish Pastoral Visit in our 

parish from Friday 7th Aug to Sunday 9th Aug.  During this 

time, Bishop Ken will celebrate Mass with us, meet with 

representatives from the Parish Pastoral Council, Finance 

& Liturgy Groups and will share morning tea with 

parishioners following the 10am Mass for the Feast of St 

Mary of the Cross MacKillop.  Click here for more 

information about Pastoral Visits. 

 

     𝓟𝓪𝓻𝓲𝓼𝓱 𝓟𝓪𝓼𝓽𝓸𝓻𝓪𝓵 𝓥𝓲𝓼𝓲𝓽 

 

 

Prayer for World Day for Grandparents and 

the Elderly 2026 
 

Holy Father 

Who watches over every person 

Watch over me too when I am elderly. 

You have revealed your name to me in Christ, 

And You were not discouraged by my frailties. 

You hold me tenderly in your hands, 

And You caress my lines. 

You will never forget me! (see Is 49:15). 
 

Grant that I may not fear my weakness; 

Help me learn to love it, Just as You love it. 

Help me learn to listen to it, Just as You listen to it. 

Help me embrace it, Just as You have chosen it – 

You who, though all-powerful, clothed yourself in humility. 
 

May growing old strip away all our pride and all division 

So that me may live these years united in You. 

You will never forget us! (see Is 49:15). 

Amen 

 

 

https://d.docs.live.net/24FD6A707FDCA119/Documents/Parish%20Documents/Newsletter-Bulletin/2026/The%20Pastoral%20Visit.pdf
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CROWS NEST PARISH - PERFORMING WITH THE STARS 
CONCERT 
Date: 22/8/26 Saturday 
Time: 2:00pm 
Where: Crows Nest RSL Hall 
All are welcome to join an afternoon of entertainment in 
support of Crows Nest Parish. Acts include a ballroom dancing 
demonstration, a bush poet, drama acts, a choir, a country-
western duo and a soloist. Contact Tracey Brennan for more 
details and tickets ph 0418152073. 
 

BOOK: PILGRIMS OF HOPE 
The liturgy has the power to renew, transform and inspire. 
Through sacrament and song, the Church encounters the 
living Christ and is strengthened for mission. This volume 
brings together 31 keynote addresses and workshop papers 
from the National Liturgy and Liturgical Music Conference, held 
in Adelaide in October 2025. Written by leading liturgists, 
musicians, theologians, clergy, educators and pastoral 
practitioners from Australia and beyond, these papers explore 
contemporary questions and opportunities in liturgy, liturgical 
music and pastoral ministry. Cost $39.95 
Order now through Liturgy Brisbane. 
See flyer for further details. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Missionary Fundraiser 
The Missionary Sisters of St Peter Claver are hosting the 

repertory theatre play, EDUCATING RITA by Willy 

Russell.  This is a hilarious comedy about a working class 

girl, Rita, who enrols in an open university course to better 

herself.  The play tracks her interactions with her lecturer, 

Frank, a frustrated academic. Date of the play is MONDAY 

AUGUST 3.  Doors open at 7.00pm with a 7.25pm 

start.  Tickets are $25 each and can be purchased from 

the Sisters on  07 46321818 or Helen on 0416055976.   

Supper will be served and raffle tickets available. 

All proceeds go to the Missions. 

 
Spiritual Development Part 1 
Adoration 

Our Blessed Sacrament Chapel is a dedicated space 

designed for personal prayer to Jesus present in the Blessed 

Sacrament. 

Anam Cara 

The Anam Cara group meets on a Wednesday morning and 

provides an opportunity to deepen faith through a process 

of spiritual reflection and conversation, based on the 

Ignatian tradition.  The session includes gathering, reading 

a piece of scripture, meditation and sharing and listening. 

Baptism Preparation Team 

The Baptism Preparation Team supports parents in 

understanding the commitment to Christ that Baptism calls 

from us, to make them feel at ease with the church and to 

discuss details of the Baptism. These meetings are 

scheduled on the first Sunday of each month and are held 

at the Presbytery.   

Catechists for Religious Instruction in State Schools 

Catechists are volunteers committed to teaching Religious 

Education in State Schools using an approved curriculum.  

The Ecumenical program provides resources to assist in the 

preparation of a ½ hr lesson per week.  The role is shared 

with Catechists from other denominations and students 

participating in the program have the opportunity to attend 

special celebrations at churches in the Newtown area. 

Ecumenism Group 

The Ecumenism Group aims to develop understanding and 

closer relationships between people of different faith 

traditions drawing inspiration from a variety of resources.  

New members are always welcome. 

 

Weekly Spotlight on our Parish 
Groups and Mass Ministries 

Vocations Awareness Week 2nd  – 9th Aug 
Right now, a young man somewhere in Queensland is 

feeling the first quiet stirring of a vocation.  A sense that 

God might be calling him to something extraordinary.   
 

For over six decades, Holy Spirit Seminary has formed 

priests who have baptised our children, buried our loved 

ones, and stood beside us in our most sacred moments. 
 

That work continues today, but we need your support to 

endure.   
 

You can support our seminarians through your prayers, by 

recognising and encouraging young men who might be 

called to serve the Church as priests, and through a 

donation. 
 

Please consider making a gift to ensure the next 

generation of Queensland’s priests has a place to be 

formed and educated.  Click here to make a donation or 

go to  www.catholicfoundation.org.au/provincialseminary 

 

 

Teacher & Staff Mass and Morning Tea 
This year’s theme for Catholic Education Week is “Share 

your light, inspire others” and calls for students, staff and 

school communities to recognise their gifts and share them 

generously.  A Thank You Mass and morning tea will be held 

on Sunday 2nd August at 9.45am. Please come along and 

show your appreciation. All school aged children are invited 

to submit a photograph to be displayed as part of the 

celebration.  Please email to the parish office or drop it in 

the mailbox.  Please bring a plate for a shared morning tea 

following Mass.   

 

SPRED Toowoomba Fundraiser 
SPRED’s annual evening at the Repertory Theatre 

“Educating Rita” will be held on Wednesday 5th August at 

7pm for a 7.30pm start.   Tickets are $25.00 each and 

include wine on arrival, light supper at interval and 5 X 

tickets in the multi-draw raffle.  Call the SPRED office for 

bookings and ticket collection arrangements.  Bank 

details for direct deposit available. SPRED Toowoomba is 

on cnr Hume & Jellico Sts.   

Office hours 9am – 3.30pm  

Mon – Thurs.   

Ph: 4632 8427 

 or email  

spred@twb.catholic.org.au 

 
 

https://us.list-manage.com/a20gFYFbUdF?e=94229d10f2&c2id=853419b829d1c364cd1e867f1728f2e8
https://us.list-manage.com/IE45Mbxq0ms?e=94229d10f2&c2id=853419b829d1c364cd1e867f1728f2e8
http://www.catholicfoundation.org.au/provincialseminary
http://www.catholicfoundation.org.au/provincialseminary
mailto:spred@twb.catholic.org.au

