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Priest Director: Fr Jamie Collins | Associate Pastor: Fr BJ Perrett
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Mass times: Saturday: 6:30pm Vigil | Sunday: 9.45am

Weekday Liturgy of The Word/Mass - Tuesday and Thursday 10am

Primary School: e: lourdes@twb.catholic.edu.au | p: 45911200
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We would like to acknowledge the Giabal and Jarowair peoples, Traditional Owners

of this land and pay our respects to their Elders past and present.

Sunday, 25t January 2026
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A

First Reading

Isaiah 8:23 - 9:3

A reading from the prophet Isaiah

In the Galilean country, the people have seen a
great light.

In days past the Lord humbled the land
of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali,
but in days to come he will confer glory
on the Way of the Sea on the far side
of Jordan, province of the nations. The
people that walked in darkness has
seen a great light; on those who live in
a land of deep shadow a light has
shone. You have made their gladness
greater, you have made their joy
increase, they rejoice in your presence
as men rejoice at harvest time, as men
are happy when they are dividing the
spoils. For the yoke that was weighing
on him, the bar across his shoulders,
the rod of his oppressor, these you
break as on the day of Midian.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 26:1.4.13-14.R. v.1

(R.) The Lord is my light and my
salvation.

1. The Lord is my light and my help;
whom shall | fear? The Lord is the
stronghold of my life; Before whom
shall I shrink? (R.)

2. There is one thing | ask of the Lord,
for this I long, to live in the house of the
Lord, all the days of my life, to savour
the sweetness of the Lord, to behold
his temple. (R.)

3.1 am sure | shall see the Lord’s
goodness in the land of the living. Hope
in him, hold firm and take heart. Hope
in the Lord! (R.)

Second Reading

1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 17

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the
Corinthians

I appeal to you, my brothers and sisters, make up
the differences between you.

| appeal to you, brothers, for the sake of
our Lord Jesus Christ, to make up the
differences between you, and instead
of disagreeing among yourselves, to be
united again in your belief and practice.
From what Chloe’s people have been
telling me, my dear brothers, it is clear
that there are serious differences
among you. What | mean are all these
slogans that you have, like: ‘I am for
Paul’, ‘I am forApollos’, ‘I am
for Cephas’, ‘l am for Christ’. Has Christ
been parcelled out? Was it Paul that
was crucified for you? Were you
baptised in the name of Paul? For Christ
did not send me to baptise, but to
preach the Good News, and not to
preach that in the terms of philosophy
in which the crucifixion of Christ cannot
be expressed.

Gospel Acclamation

Matthew 4:23

Alleluia, alleluia!

Jesus preached the Good News of the
kingdom and healed all who were sick.
Alleluia!

Gospel

Matthew 4:12-23

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Matthew

He went to Capernaum, that the prophecy of
Isaiah be fulfilled.

Hearing that John had been arrested
Jesus went back to Galilee, and
leaving Nazareth he went and settled
in Capernaum, a lakeside town on the
borders of Zebulun and Naphtali. In this

way the prophecy of Isaiah was to be

fulfilled: Land of Zebulun! Land
of Naphtali! Way of the sea on the far
side of Jordan, Galilee of the nations!
The people that lived in darkness has
seen a great light; on those who dwell
in the land and shadow of death a light
has dawned. From that moment Jesus
began his preaching with the message,
‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is
close at hand.” As he was walking by
the Sea of Galilee he saw two brothers,
Simon, who was called Peter, and his
brother Andrew; they were making a
cast in the lake with their net, for they
were fishermen. And he said to them,
‘Follow me and | will make you fishers
of men.” And they left their nets at once
and followed him. Going on from there
he saw another pair of brothers, James
son of Zebedee and his brother John;
they were in their boat with their
father Zebedee, mending their nets,
and he called them. At once, leaving
the boat and their father, they followed
him. He went round the whole
of Galilee teaching in their synagogues,
proclaiming the Good News of the
kingdom and curing all kinds of

diseases and sickness among the

Next Week’s Readings (31st Jan/1st Feb 2026) - Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A

1st Reading: Zephaniah2:3; 3:12-13 2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:26-31 Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12



https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm

Parish Activities
ANAM CARA - Wednesday 9.00am in the Presbytery

BAPTISM information mornings are held on the 1st Sunday of the month
at 10.45am. Please phone the office if you wish to attend.

CHILDREN'’S LITURGY - 9.45am Mass (except school holidays) for
children in Prep - Yr 4.

FRIENDSHIP & CRAFT GROUP - meet in the Quiet Room at the Church
every Thursday after the 10am Mass.

ECUMENISM GROUP - meet the 4th Saturday of each month at 9:45am
in the Children's Liturgy Room followed by a cuppa.

LITURGY GROUP - meet every 4th Tuesday of the month at 1pm in the
Presbytery.

LOURDES PRAYER GROUP - meet in the Quiet Room every Tuesday after
the 10am Liturgy of The Word.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL - meet the 1st Monday of each month at
6.30pm in the Presbytery Meeting Room.

SOCIAL JUSTICE - meet 1st Sunday of the month at 10:45am in the quiet
room at the Church.

ST VINCENT DE PAUL - meet on the 2nd and 4th Thursday afternoons in
the quiet room at the church at 2pm.

Parish Councillors

Jo Johnston, Jeni Bonell, Jessica Ramos, Emma Dever,
Melissa McLean, Julie Whittaker, Peter Castles, Georgina
Humphrys, Brandon Joseph, Clare Watson

Safeguarding Children, Young
People and Adults at risk

In Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, we commit ourselves to
ensuring the safety and well-being of children, young people
and adults at risk in our Parish community. The best interests
of the child, young person or adult at risk come first.

Our Parish takes a zero tolerance approach to all forms of
abuse. If you have any concerns about the safety of children,
young people and adults at risk please contact our Parish
Safeguarding Representatives, Sue Whitelegg or Jo and Ray
Johnston on 0437 839 838. If you believe anybody is at
immediate risk of harm you should phone 000. You are
encouraged to provide feedback on Safeguarding policies
and procedures. Toowoomba Diocese Safeguarding
Resources can be found at
https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/safeguarding-policy-
resources/

Historical
CONEEHT

Repent

Throughout the Old Testament, the people of
Israel repeated a cycle of behaviour. When
their relationship with God was strong, they

upheld the covenant and they prospered.
They would forget that their prosperity lay in
being in right relationship with one another
and with God and so they would neglect
those relationships. They would turn so
far away that some tragedy or oppression
would befall them. Out of their despair they
would recognise their need for God and
they would ‘repent’ and re-establish their
relationship with God. Jesus' call to repent
is a call to looking at the relationship with
God in a whole new way.

Sunday Reflection... © Dianne Bergant CSA

Discipleship is not something that we take upon ourselves. We are called to it.
Some people are very conscious of this call. They are aware of it in their aspirations
and dreams; they recognise it in the events of their lives. They hear the call as
clearly as Simon, Andrew, James and John heard the voice of Jesus. For others,
the call to discipleship is not so clear. They may experience an undefined
restlessness, a dissatisfaction with their lives. People can respond to the call in
one of two ways. They can consider the mere suggestion of discipleship an
intrusion into their plans, or they can drop what they are doing, leave their former
concerns behind and follow Jesus.

There is a misunderstanding about being called and leaving everything behind.
Although the gospel says that the four men left their occupation of fishing in order
to follow Jesus, this kind of ‘leaving behind’ was not, and still is not, required of all,
for it is in the ordinary events of life that our salvation unfolds. For most people,
this is precisely where they are to function as disciples. Still, disciples of Jesus are
called to leave behind certain ways of living as they follow him. They are called
away from lives of pettiness and division. They are called away from the kind of
factionalism that seems to have threatened the unity of the Corinthian community.
They are called away from narrow-mindedness and mean-spirited competition. It
is much easier to leave nets than to leave the web of one’s prejudices.

Have 30U
thOUGht?

Peoplein
darkness

The passage from Isaiah that is quoted in the
gospel, speaks of the people who dwell in
darkness. The passage is addressed to the
Jewish tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali - two
of the twelve tribes. These two tribes lived in
the northernmost part of Palestine and their
lands were surrounded by Gentiles. Any
non-Jew was regarding as living in darkness
because they did not have the light of
‘truth’, but these two tribes also dwelt in
darkness because they were surrounded
by it. Regardless, the passage asserts that
all who dwell in darkness (Gentile and Jew
alike) will receive a great light.

Thought of the week...

!1

perspectlf

the flrst called

What must it have been like for those
first four disciples Jesus called? The
fact that they were fishing means that
they had not been chosen to continue
studying the Torah beyond childhood
and had not been chosen by a rabbi to
be his followers. Even as young men,
these four were has-beens and had no
hope of a rabbi asking them to be his
disciples. Suddenly, Jesus appears and
calls them to follow him. A life that had
passed them by suddenly opened up
before them! Of course they dropped
everything and followed.

“Before [ tell you what happened, Mon,
remember...The Lord will never give
you more than you can handle.”




Please Pray For...
Recent Deaths:

Anniversaries: (239 - 29t Jan) Edith Sweeney, Michael Drew, Anna Rebl, Shirley Schad, Agnes Hayes, Margaret Hurley,

Christiaan Oberholzer, Stephen Logan

Those Who Are Sick: Garry Birch, Sr Cecilia Bailey, Peter Reynolds, Peter Hickey, Kathie Ober, Brian Reardon,

Van Vu, Eileen Reedy, Kevin Arnott, Carmel Green, Jasmine Fletcher, Margaret Conrick, Hazel Soriano, Tim & Olivia Zvirblis,
Audrey Bentley, Yvonne Oliveiro, Gregory and Genia Casey, Noel Lipp, Michael (Micky) Lynch, Carmel & Ron O'Brien, Lillian
Roberts, Brian Thomson, Peggy Thies, John Axtell, Noel O'Mara, Mick 0'Mara

January Birthdays: Faye Kroh, Desley O’Connell, Margaret White, Russell Campbell, Peewee Clark, Chloe Soriano,
Brandon Joseph, Molly Ferguson, Karlie Ward, Lily Ward, Jo Johnston

Parish News...

Sat o 6.30pm Mass

24t Jan

Sun o 9.45am Mass

25% Jan

Mon o Office closed (Australia Day)

26% Jan

Tues o 10am LOW

27% Jan

Wed o 9am Anam Cara in the Presbytery
28t Jan

Thurs o 10am Mass

29" Jan o 10.30am Craft and Friendship Group
Fri

30t Jan

Parish Meeting Wednesday 4t February

As part of the process leading to the appointment of a new
pastor for the parish, parishioners are invited to take partin a
meeting to be held on Wednesday 4t February at Our Lady of
Lourdes Parish, 6pm - 7.30pm. These gatherings will provide
an opportunity for parishioners to participate in small group
discussion centred on the strengths of the parish and its future
needs. Your insights and reflections are valued and will help
inform this important appointment. All parishioners are
encouraged to attend. Please indicate on the form at the
church entrance or contact the Parish Office if you would like
transport. A light supper will follow.

Children’s Liturgy recommences 1°t Feb
Children’s Liturgy is held on Sunday mornings during school
terms at the 9.45am Mass. The aim is to gather children
between Prep and Year 4 in a separate space to celebrate
Liturgy in a way that is more appropriate to their level of
understanding. Activities include hearing the scripture and
celebrating it through craft, drawing, drama and song. If you
would like to support our Children’s Liturgy leaders as a
helper/assistant please advise the Parish Office. No
experience or active participation is necessary. The Parish
Office can assist with obtaining a Blue Card.

Our Lady of Lourdes Feast Day &

Volunteer Celebrations

On the weekend of the 7th & 8t of February, we would like
to thank and celebrate all our wonderful volunteers.
Please join us for dinner from 5pm - 6pm on Saturday
evening or at morning tea after the 9.45am Mass. Please
bring a plate to share for morning tea.

Lenten Program - are you interested?
Please indicate your interest in the 2026 Lenten Program
by adding your name to the list at the church entrance. The
cost of the Program books will be covered by the parish
and can be used for either group or individual preparation.
Copies of accompanying CDs, if needed, can be
purchased by the parish office on your behalf.

A SEASON OF RENEWAL

Parish Office Closure
The Parish Office will be closed on Monday 26t January
for the Australia Day public holiday.

Date Welcomers Commentary Ministers of the Offertory Extraordinary Ipad Piety
Word Procession Ministers Operator Stall

31stJan . H. R Johnston

at O’SJ‘,fI‘IiSan M Whitelegg JJ;?]:E:OOn M & M Quinn | W. K Ward M Connell | M Cushway
6.30pm W. S Kelly
1st Feb H. D Young

at Aggi:ﬁo” P Murphy ?AT(;?]Z‘:LZ KJLaB:rgZIe W. Cleber Dias T Ryan M Webb
9.45am y & W. R Fallon




A Prayer for Our Country

God of all nations,

We pray for our country, Australia.

We give thanks for all the blessings we receive from this
ancient and mysterious land.

We are grateful for the Indigenous people who took time over
thousands of generations to learn her ways and share them
with wisdom.

We stand humbly before the storms and fires that leave us
speechless.

Our hopes are stirred by the millions of kind and decent

Prayer to Begin a School Year
God of wisdom and might,
we praise you for the wonder or our being,
for mind, body and spirit.
Be with our children as they begin a new school year.
Bless them and their teachers and staff.
Give them strength and grace as their bodies grow;
wisdom and knowledge to their minds
as they search for understanding;
and peace and zeal to their hearts.
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prayer for Teachers
Lord God, your spirit of wisdom fills the earth
and teaches us in your ways.
Look upon all teachers.
Let them strive to share their knowledge with gentle
patience
as they endeavour always to bring the truth to eager
minds.

people who enliven our community, seldom seeking the | Grantthatwe may follow Jesus Christ, the way, the truth

limelight, always responding to the needs of others, and the life, forever and ever.
regardless of who they may be. Amen.

These people are our future.
We know, Lord, that the new year finds us in a fragile place.
We pray earnestly for your grace to find the right direction, the
one that leads to dignity and justice for us all.

May your Holy Spirit work with us to heal divisions, dissolve
anger, open our ears and draw us into compassion.

May we rediscover the gifts of common good, commonwealth
and common sense.

May we, like your Son, seek to serve, not to be served.

In 2026, and for all ages. Amen

— Michael Mchirr_ — Australian Catholics

Mass for Australia Day

Mass for Australia Day will be celebrated at:
9.00am at St Thomas More’s Parish
5.30pm at St Patrick’s Cathedral.

Abrahamic Faiths Gathering

Date: Tuesday, 3 February 2026

Time: 5.45pm, followed by a light dinner

Venue: Garden City Mosque, 217 West St Tmba

The evening will begin with a short presentation by each
faith group on “What is still considered sacred?”
Presenters are: Mohammad Aminul Islam, Imam of Garden
City Mosque; Ariel Heber, President and Community
Liaison, QLD Jewish Community Services Inc. and Emma
Stinson, Year 12 St Ursula’s student and member of St
Theresa’s Catholic Parish, Toowoomba. Further details
contact John Agnew 07 4666 3225 or see flyer in the
church foyer. Organised by Downs & Toowoomba Churches
Together.

| SPRED 40 years in the Tmba Diocese

The wonderful ministry of SPRED is celebrating 40 years in
our Diocese in 2026 and will be celebrating at St Theresa’s
Parish on Sunday 22nd March 2026. Mark the date in your
calendar; more details to follow.

BLESSING

May we always stand tall as a tree

Be as strong as the rock Uluru,
as gentle and still as the morning mist,
Hold the warmth of the campfire in our heart.
And may the Creator Spirit always walk
Amen.

From An Australian Blessing by Elizabeth Pike, 1997.
© Murri Ministry, Aboriginal Catholic Ministry, Brisbane

WELCOME VISITORS AND NEW PARISHIONERS
If you are new to the area or have recently started attending Church services at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish and would like
to be added to our Parish register to receive our weekly bulletin and/or other parish information, please complete the
following details.

TITLE: e NAME . . e s
ADDRESS........ e r e e e e ae e s e e e e eeenne e e e e nenne e aas POSTCODE..............
PHONE NUMBER.......ccooiririereeeeeeee e EMAIL ADDRESS.......ooiiiiiereereeeee e

Yes [] No [

Privacy Statement: Our Lady of Lourdes respects the privacy rights of all individuals associated with parish community life.
We seek your permission to use the information collected to fulfil the Parish commitment. Yes [] No [

Please add me to your Parish Register:

Please hand in at Church or email to: ourladyoflourdesparish@twb.catholic.org.au




