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Sunday, 23rd August 2026 

Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A 

Next Week’s Readings (29th/30th Aug 2026) – Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year A 
1st Reading: Jeremiah 20:7-9  2nd Reading: Romans 12:1-2  Gospel: Matthew 16:21-27 

First Reading 
Isaiah 22:19-23 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

I place the key of the House of David upon his 

shoulder. 

Thus says the Lord of hosts to Shebna, 

the master of the palace: I dismiss you 

from your office, I remove you from your 

post, and the same day I call on my 

servant Eliakim son of Hilkiah. I invest 

him with your robe, gird him with your 

sash, entrust him with your authority; 

and he shall be a father to the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem and to the 

House of Judah. I place the key of the 

House of David on his shoulder; should 

he open, no one shall close, should he 

close, no one shall open. I drive him like 

a peg into a firm place; he will become a 

throne of glory for his father's house. 

 

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 137:1-3. 6. 8. R. v.8 
 

(R.)  Lord, your love is eternal; do not 

forsake the work of your hands. 

 

1. I thank you, Lord, with all my heart, 

you have heard the words of my mouth. 

Before the angels I will bless you. I will 

adore before your holy temple. (R.) 
 

2. I thank you for your faithfulness and 

love which excel all we ever knew of you. 

On the day I called, you answered; you 

increased the strength of my soul. (R.) 
 

3.  The Lord is high yet he looks on the 

lowly and the haughty he knows from 

afar. Your love, O Lord, is eternal, 

discard not the work of your hands. (R.) 

 

 

Second Reading 
Romans 11:33-36 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 

Romans 

From him, through him, and in him are all 

things. 

How rich are the depths of God – how 

deep his wisdom and knowledge – and 

how impossible to penetrate his 

motives or understand his methods! 

Who could ever know the mind of the 

Lord? Who could ever be his 

counsellor? Who could ever give him 

anything or lend him anything? All that 

exists comes from him; all is by him 

and for him. To him be glory for ever! 

Amen. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 
Matthew 16:18 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

You are Peter, the rock on which I will 

build my Church; the gates of hell will 

not hold out against it. 

Alleluia! 

 

 
 

Gospel 
Matthew 16:13-20 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 

Matthew  

You are Peter, to you I will give the keys of the 

kingdom of heaven. 
 

When Jesus came to the region of 

Caesarea Philippi he put this question 

to his disciples, ‘Who do people say 

the Son of Man is?’ And they said, 

‘Some say he is John the Baptist, 

some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or 

one of the prophets.’ ‘But you,’ he said 

‘who do you say I am?’ Then Simon 

Peter spoke up, ‘You are the Christ,’ he 

said, ‘the Son of the living God.’ Jesus 

replied, ‘Simon son of Jonah, you are a 

happy man! Because it was not flesh 

and blood that revealed this to you but 

my Father in heaven. So I now say to 

you: You are Peter and on this rock I 

will build my Church. And the gates of 

the underworld can never hold out 

against it. I will give you the keys of the 

kingdom of heaven: whatever you bind 

on earth shall be considered bound in 

heaven; whatever you loose on earth 

shall be considered loosed in heaven.’ 

Then he gave the disciples strict 

orders not to tell anyone that he was 

the Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Sunday Reflection     Dianne Bergant CSA 

The readings highlight two different but related themes: the character of our 

understanding of Christ, and our understanding of discipleship that flows from it. 

Christological reflections reach a climax in the question posed to the disciples: 

Who do you say I am? In this liturgical context, the same question is posed to us. 

Who is this one who multiplies loaves of bread, who walks on turbulent waters, 

who breaks the boundaries that separate insider from outsider? It is none other 

than the messiah. 

When Peter testified to Jesus’ identity, it was a relevant religious and political 

statement, for messianic expectation was a burning question at that time. But 

what does it mean for the average Christian today? Many believers consider 

messianic expectation a theological theme that belongs to the past. They feel that 

it is difficult to get excited about the coming of someone who we believe has 

already come and gone. If Jesus were to pose this question today, how would we 

answer? 

Like Peter, we too may have good intentions, but when they are put to the test we 

realise that that was all that they were – good intentions. Still, we should not be 

discouraged by our weaknesses, for just as Peter’s failure did not deter God from 

entrusting him with power and authority, so our failures need not be obstacles to 

God’s grace in our lives. We watch God entrust the church to individuals who are 

weak and undependable, and we realise that judgments are inscrutable and God’s 

ways unsearchable. 

 

 
           

Thought of the week… 
 

 
 

Parish Activities 
 

ANAM CARA – Wednesday 9.00am in the Presbytery 
 

BAPTISM information mornings are held on the 1st Sunday of the 

month at 10.45am.  Please phone the office if you wish to attend. 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY - 9.45am Mass (except school holidays) for 

children in Prep - Yr 4. 
 

FRIENDSHIP & CRAFT GROUP - meet in the Quiet Room at the Church 

every Thursday after the 10am Mass. 
 

LITURGY GROUP - meet every 4th Tuesday of the month at 1pm in the 

Presbytery. 
 

LOURDES PRAYER GROUP - meet in the Quiet Room every Tuesday 

after the 10am Liturgy of The Word. 
 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL – meet the 1st Monday of each month 

at 6.30pm in the Presbytery Meeting Room. 
 

SPRED – meet most Wednesdays during school term at 6.30pm in 

the Quiet Room 
 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL - meet on the 2nd and 4th Thursday afternoons 

in the quiet room at the church at 2pm. 
 

 

 

 

 

Parish Councillors 
Jessica Anderson, Jeni Bonell, Peter Castles, Chris Golightly, 

Georgina Humphrys, Jo Johnston, Brandon Joseph, Melissa 

McLean, Clare Watson, Bernadette Witham 
 

Safeguarding Children, Young 
People and Adults at risk 
In Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, we commit ourselves to 

ensuring the safety and well-being of children, young people 

and adults at risk in our Parish community. The best interests 

of the child, young person or adult at risk come first.  

Our Parish takes a zero tolerance approach to all forms of 

abuse. If you have any concerns about the safety of children, 

young people and adults at risk please contact our Parish 

Safeguarding Representatives, Sue Whitelegg or Jo and Ray 

Johnston on 0437 839 838.  If you believe anybody is at 

immediate risk of harm you should phone 000. You are 

encouraged to provide feedback on Safeguarding policies 

and procedures.   Toowoomba Diocese Safeguarding  
 

Resources can be found at 

https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/safeguarding-policy-

resources/ 

© Dianne Bergant CSA 

© Dianne Bergant CSA 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

   

 

 

 
 
 

 
  

 Welcomers Commentary Ministers of the 

Word 

Offertory 

Procession 

Extraordinary 

Ministers 

Ipad 

Operator 

Piety  

Stall 

29th Aug 

at 

6.30pm 

D & N Clark J Johnston 
R Johnston 

J Joseph 
Joseph Family 

H: J Johnston 

W: B Witham 

W: E Castles 

G Schoorl W Hoopert 

30th Aug 

at 

9.45am 

Anderson 

Family 
P Murphy 

M Conrick 

C Watson 
Ryan Family 

H: M Hohn 

W: C Anderson  

W: A Cournane 

K Langdale A Suhr 

Parish News... 
 

Sat  

22nd Aug 
o 6.30pm Mass  

Sun  

23rd Aug 
o 9.45am Mass with Children’s Liturgy 

(10.45am 3rd Reconciliation Workshop) 

Mon  

24th Aug 
o  

Tues  

25th Aug 
o 10am LOW  

o 10.30am Prayer Group in the Church 

o 1pm Liturgy Group Meeting 

Wed  

26th Aug 
o 9am Anam Cara in the Presbytery 

o 6.30pm SPRED 

Thur 

27th Aug 
o 10am Mass  

o 10.30am Craft and Friendship Group 

o 2pm SVDP Meeting 

Fri  

28th Aug 
 

 

Date Claimers 
22nd/23rd Aug – Flick and Tick 

23rd Aug – Sacramental Workshop 3 

29th/30th Aug – Social Justice Sunday 

1st Sept – Season of Creation 

1st Sept – 10am Mass at St Patrick’s Cathedral for the Feast 

of Mary of the Southern Cross  
 
 

Mass times from 5th/6th September 
A calendar showing the revised Mass times is available at the 

church entrances.  Please take one home with you. 

5th/6th September – St Anthony’s Parish 5.30pm & 8am 

6th September – OLOL Parish 9.45am 

12th/13th September – OLOL Parish 5.30pm & 9.45am  

13th September – St Anthony’s Parish 8am 
 

Church Grounds tidy up 
The Gardening & Maintenance group is  

planning a tidy up of the church grounds 

and gardens for the parish jubilee in  

November. Please come along and lend  

a hand from 8.30am – 12pm on Sat  

12th Sept.  A bbq lunch will follow.  
  

Please Pray For...   

Recent Deaths:   

Anniversaries: (21st – 27th Aug) Wayne Johnstone, Kevin Roberts (Snr), Eileen North, Veronica Mayjen, Addie Russell, 

Keith Miller, Francis Patrick Brady, Tony Raymond, Cyril Burns, Anne Fleming, Stephen McCarron, Col Axtell, Tom Rice, Patrick 

Hayes, Rev Fr Charles McDonald, Rev Msgr Patrick Doyle 
 

Those Who Are Sick: Barry Coonan, Ray Johnston, Gary Andrews, Eileen Reedy, Kev Roberts, Margaret York, Gerard 

Nolan, Sr Cecilia Bailey, Peter Reynolds, Kathie Ober, Margaret Conrick, Audrey Bentley, Noel Lipp, Michael (Micky) Lynch, Carmel 

& Ron O'Brien, Lillian Roberts, Brian Thomson, Peggy Thies, John Axtell, Tim & Olivia Zvirblis, Mick O'Mara 
 

August Birthdays: Maria Morcom, Ashley Coonan, Sr Mary Cleary, Joan MacGinley, Terry McGovern, Anne Cournane, 

Ros Coonan, Carlos De Silva, Pat O’Sullivan, Abbie Jones, Simon Ferguson, Sarah Kelly 

 

 Flick and Tick – This Weekend  
In his letter to early Christians, Peter writes, “God has given 

you a gift from his great variety of spiritual gifts. Use them 

well to SERVE others.” (1 Peter 4:10) God has given each 

of us specific and unique gifts and volunteering in the 

Parish community gives us the opportunity to use those 

gifts and to serve others. This weekend we ask all 

parishioners to give prayerful thought to where you could 

volunteer your time and talents to help support our parish.  
 

The online Flick and Tick form has been issued and we 

encourage anyone who is able to, to use this option.  Paper 

copies are available at the back of the church for those who 

would prefer paper copies. 
 

The Guide for Parish Ministry has been included as a 

button on your bulletin email and there are copies available 

at the back of the church.   
 
 

St Mary of the Cross MacKillop says “God loves generous 

souls. Let us try to be the generous ones”. (12.8.1881) 

 

Ignite Conference 2026 
This year, the Ignite Conference will be held from Thursday 

24th Sept to Sunday 27th Sept at St Laurence’s College in 

South Brisbane. Fr Bony and the Parish Pastoral Council 

are very keen to coordinate a group from our parish to 

attend this year’s conference.   

 

Please consider being part of this amazing experience and 

opportunity.  For full event info, go to   

https://igniteconference.com.au/about  The Diocese and 

the Parish Pastoral Council are offering financial 

assistance for interested youth.   Please register your 

interest with the parish office ASAP. 

 

 
 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=DQSIkWdsW0yxEjajBLZtrQAAAAAAAAAAAAO__TrCFXFUNzk0TDdaVTJQVkE1UlQ5QVNLNVJJNzNaTC4u&route=shorturl
https://1drv.ms/b/c/24fd6a707fdca119/IQDzJMNYKRHoTZ0Xb8mbDUrPAeaCPJkOB1a5ujf2nCW5jmY?e=6WHcfz
https://igniteconference.com.au/about


 

 
 

 

 

https://www.graphicproducts.

com/ 

Priests Jubilee Celebrations & Synod 
Update 
Bishop Ken Howell together with the Diocesan Council of 

Priests extends a very warm invitation to the Jubilee 

celebrations of Frs. John Quinlan, Peter Doohan and Brian 

Noonan on Wednesday 21st October 2026, beginning 

with Mass at St Patrick’s Cathedral at 11.00am, followed 

by refreshments for everyone in the Cathedral Centre. 

This date is just days before the start of the Diocesan 

Synod.  You are also invited to the opening Mass of the 

Synod in St Patrick’s Cathedral on Thursday, 22nd 

October commencing at 6.00pm.  This is an important 

and profound moment in the history of the Diocese which 

will lead us into the future, based on the wonderful 

ministry many committed parish members have given, 

and these and many other priests working closely with 

them.  Representatives from throughout the Diocese will 

help fashion the hopes and challenges to be considered 

into the future.  Please keep the Synod in your prayers.   

Below is a reminder of the  

places that Fr John Quinlan  

has served: St Patrick’s  

Cathedral, St Mary’s  

Goondiwindi, St Monica’s  

Oakey, St Mary of the Angels 

Tara, Our Lady of Lourdes  

Toowoomba. Military  

Chaplain Service: Royal 

Military College Duntroon,  

Australian Defence Force  

Academy, Holsworthy Sydney, 

Laverack Barracks  

Townsville, Regional Senior 

Chaplain Victoria, Regional  

Senior Chaplain, Queensland, Recruit Training Battalion 

Kapooka, Reserve Chaplain, Oakey and Cabarlah.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

OLOL 75th Jubilee - RSVP & Commemorative 
Item Orders Now Open 
Our community is looking forward to celebrating 75 Years of 

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish on Sunday, 8 November 2026. 

Following the Mass, past and present parishioners, along with 

their families, are warmly welcome to join us for a light lunch in 

the school hall. 
 

For catering purposes, we ask all guests to book a ticket to 

RSVP for the FREE lunch. 
 

Book your lunch RSVP online here - 

https://www.trybooking.com/DOEVG 
 

You can also purchase our special 75th Jubilee commemorative 

items when you book, including: 

• Limited-edition Suncatcher Stickers 

• Commemorative Umbrellas — available in two sizes  
 

Booking & Payment 

• If you would prefer to pay by cash or bank transfer, please 

contact the Parish Office to obtain the PROMOTION CODE to 

enter before completing your booking. 

• For your convenience an RSVP sheet and commemorative 

item purchase form will also be available in the church. 
 

If you have any questions regarding this special occasion, 

please contact the Parish Office on 4634 1453 or via email at 

ourladyoflourdesparish@twb.catholic.org.au 

  

We look forward to celebrating this very special 75th Jubilee 

with you. 

 

OLOL 75th Jubilee Invitation

 

 

Catholic Earthcare Season of Creation 
Gathering 2026 
Caritas Australia and Catholic Religious Australia warmly 

invite you to participate in the Catholic Earthcare Season 

of Creation Gathering 2026: Listen, Reflect, Act, a 

national online event on 3–4 September 2026. 

The Gathering offers inspiring keynote presentations 

and practical workshops to help participants deepen 

their faith and respond to the call to care for our 

common home. Parishioners can register individually for 

$20. Learn more and register: www.caritas.org.au/soc-

gathering 
 

 
 

 

 

 

https://www.trybooking.com/DOEVG
mailto:ourladyoflourdesparish@twb.catholic.org.au
https://www.caritas.org.au/soc-gathering?utm_source=ParishBulletin&utm_medium=Email&utm_term=SOC_parish_bulletin%20&utm_content=&utm_campaign=ECARE_2027_SOCGATHERING
https://www.caritas.org.au/soc-gathering?utm_source=ParishBulletin&utm_medium=Email&utm_term=SOC_parish_bulletin%20&utm_content=&utm_campaign=ECARE_2027_SOCGATHERING

