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First Reading

Genesis 2:7-9; 3:1-7

A reading from the book of Genesis

Creation of our first parents, and sin.

The Lord God fashioned man of dust
from the soil. Then he breathed into his
nostrils a breath of life, and thus man
became a living being. The Lord God
planted a garden in Eden which is in the
east, and there he put the man he had
fashioned. The Lord God caused to
spring up from the soil every kind of tree,
enticing to look at and good to eat, with
the tree of life and the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil in the middle
of the garden. The serpent was the most
subtle of all the wild beasts that the Lord
God had made. It asked the woman, ‘Did
God really say you were not to eat from
any of the trees in the garden?’ The
woman answered the serpent, ‘We may
eat the fruit of the trees in the garden.
But of the fruit of the tree in the middle
of the garden God said, “You must not
eat it, nor touch it, under pain of death”.’
Then the serpent said to the woman, ‘No!
You will not die! God knows in fact that
on the day you eat it your eyes will be
opened and you will be like gods,
knowing good and evil.” The woman saw
that the tree was good to eat and
pleasing to the eye, and that it was
desirable for the knowledge that it could
give. So she took some of its fruit and ate
it. She gave some also to her husband
who was with her, and he ate it. Then the
eyes of both of them were opened and
they realised that they were naked. So
they sewed fig-leaves together to make
themselves loin-cloths.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 50:3-6.12-14. 17. R. see v.3
(R.) Be merciful,
sinned.

1. Have mercy on me, God, in your
kindness. In your compassion blot out

O Lord, for we have
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my offence. O wash me more and more
from my guilt and cleanse me from my
sin. (R.)

2. My offences truly | know them; my sin
is always before me. Against you, you
alone, have | sinned; what is evil in your
sight | have done. (R.)

3. A pure heart create for me, O God, put
a steadfast spirit within me. Do not cast
me away from your presence, nor deprive
me of your holy spirit. (R.)

4. Give me again the joy of your help; with
a spirit of fervour sustain me. O Lord,
open my lips and my mouth shall declare
your praise. (R.)

Second Reading

Romans 5:12-19

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the
Romans

Where sin increased, there grace abounded all the
more.

Sin entered the world through one man,
and through sin death, and thus death
has spread through the whole human
race because everyone has sinned. Sin
existed in the world long before the Law
was given. There was no law and so no
one could be accused of the sin of ‘law-
breaking’, yet death reigned over all from
Adam to Moses, even though their sin,
unlike that of Adam, was not a matter of
breaking a law. Adam prefigured the One
to come, but the gift itself considerably
outweighed the fall. If it is certain that
through one man'’s fall so many died, it is
even more certain that divine grace,
coming through the one man, Jesus
Christ, came to so many as an abundant
free gift. The results of the gift also
outweigh the results of one man'’s sin: for
after one single fall came judgement with
a verdict of condemnation, now after
many falls comes grace with its verdict of
of acquittal. If it is certain that death
reigned over everyone as the

conseauence of one man'’s fall. it is even

Next Week’s Readings (28th Feb / 1st Mar 2026) - Second Sunday of Lent -

‘e would like to acknowledge the Giabal and Jarowair peoples, Traditional Owners
of this land and pay our respects to their Elders past and present.

Sunday, 22"d February 2026
- Year A

more certain that one man, Jesus Christ,
will cause everyone to reign in life who
receives the free gift that he does not
deserve, of being made righteous. Again,
as one man'’s fall brought condemnation
on everyone, so the good act of one man
brings everyone life and makes them
justified. As by one man’s disobedience
many were made sinners, so by one
man’s obedience many will be made
righteous.

Gospel

Matthew 4:1-11

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Matthew

Jesus fasted for forty days and nights.

Jesus was led by the Spirit out into the
wilderness to be tempted by the devil. He
fasted for forty days and forty nights,
after which he was very hungry, and the
tempter came and said to him, ‘If you are
the Son of God, tell these stones to turn
into loaves.” But he replied, ‘Scripture
says: Man does not live on bread alone
but on every word that comes from the
mouth of God.” The devil then took him to
the holy city and made him stand on the
parapet of the Temple. ‘If you are the Son
of God,” he said, ‘throw yourself down; for
scripture says: He will put you in his
angels’ charge, and they will support you
on their hands in case you hurt your foot
against a stone.” Jesus said to him,
‘Scripture also says: You must not put the
Lord your God to the test.” Next, taking
him to a very high mountain, the devil
showed him all the kingdoms of the world
and their splendour. ‘I will give you all
these’, he said, ‘if you fall at my feet and
worship me.” Then Jesus replied, ‘Be off,
Satan! For scripture says: You must
worship the Lord your God, and serve him
alone.’ Then the devil left him, and angels
appeared and looked after him.

Year A

1st Reading: Genesis 12:1-4 2nd Reading: 2 Timothy 1:8-10 Gospel: Matthew 17:1-9
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Parish Activities

Parish Councillors

ANAM CARA - Wednesday 9.00am in the Presbytery Jo Johnston, Jeni Bonell, Jessica Ramos, Emma Dever,

Melissa McLean, Julie Whittaker, Peter Castles, Georgina

BAPTISM information mornings are held on the 1st Sunday of the month Humphrys, Brandon Joseph, Clare Watson
at 10.45am. Please phone the office if you wish to attend. ' ’

CHILDREN'’S LITURGY - 9.45am Mass (except school holidays) for Safeguarding Children, Young

children in Prep - Yr 4.

People and Adults at risk

FRIENDSHIP & CRAFT GROUP - meet in the Quiet Room at the Church In Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, we commit ourselves to

every Thursday after the 10am Mass.

ensuring the safety and well-being of children, young people

ECUMENISM GROUP - meet the 4th Saturday of each month at 9:45am and adults at risk in our Parish community. The best interests

in the Children's Liturgy Room followed by a cuppa. of the child, young person or adult at risk come first.
LITURGY GROUP - meet every 4th Tuesday of the month at 1pm in the Our Parish takes a zero tolerance approach to all forms of
Presbytery. abuse. If you have any concerns about the safety of children,

LOURDES PRAYER GROUP - meet in the Quiet Room every Tuesday after

the 10am Liturgy of The Word.

young people and adults at risk please contact our Parish
Safeguarding Representatives, Sue Whitelegg or Jo and Ray
Johnston on 0437 839 838. If you believe anybody is at

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL - meet the 1st Monday of each month at immediate risk of harm you should phone 000. You are

6.30pm in the Presbytery Meeting Room.

encouraged to provide feedback on Safeguarding policies

SOCIAL JUSTICE - meet 1st Sunday of the month at 10:45am in the quiet ~ and procedures. Toowoomba Diocese Safeguarding

room at the Church.

ST VINCENT DE PAUL - meet on the 2nd and 4th Thursday afternoons in

the quiet room at the church at 2pm.

Resources can be found at
https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/safeguarding-policy-
resources/

SCriptUPAL
CONEHT

Trusting God

The testing and temptation of Jesus
echoes the plight of the people of Israel
as they wandered in the desert for forty

years. They relied on God to provide them
with food and protection and ultimately
lead them into the land that was
promised to them. They had to trust that
God would deliver these things in God's
own time and way. Jesus is tempted to
ignore God'’s time and ways by seizing for
himself food, protection and ownership
of the land. The temptations of Jesus
and the people of Israel are all about
trusting God.

Sunday Reflection... © Dianne Bergant CSA

The readings for the First Sunday of Lent act as a kind of overture to the entire
season. They enable us to engage in a double confession: a confession of sin and
the repentance which follows; and a confession of praise for the mercy of God
which is shown us in spite of our sin.

The very first reading reminds us of our fragility. We are made of the dust of the
ground, the very stuff that represents death and decay. We were reminded of this
when ashes were used to sign us on Ash Wednesday. At the beginning of Lent we
are invited to acknowledge honestly and realistically our fundamental human
weakness.

Despite our weaknesses, the situation within which we find ourselves is not
hopeless. Somewhere deep within ourselves we know that we are not helpless
prisoners of our limitations. God has not deserted us to our guilt. The form that
God’s compassion takes is outlined in the reading from Romans. It is in the death and
resurrection of Jesus that we see the extent of this divine compassion. Its scope is first
measured by the yardstick of human sinfulness, and then it outstrips those
dimensions. God’s gracious gift far exceeds the effects of human transgression.

The gospel reading moves us from both the anthropological and the theological
considerations to the crowning Christological reflections. As we look to Jesus, we see
humanity at its best, tempted but not overcome. There will certainly always be human
limitations, human weaknesses that will open the door to temptation. But Jesus shows
us that we are not thereby doomed. Jesus is a model for our own journey to new life.

Historical
CONEEHT]

Sin

The Greek word translated as ‘sin’ in the
New Testament literally means ‘miss the
mark'. Its origin may lie in archery where
the object was always to hit the mark; to
miss the mark was to not achieve atone’s
best. Jesus set about trying to redefine
the Jewish notion of sin from being a
transgression against God that deserves
punishment to the more compassionate
idea that sin is a wandering off course
that can be rectified - a missing of the
mark. When he encountered someone
who was missing the mark, Jesus called
them back into right relationship.

Thought of the week...
Have you thought?
An Invitation
Lent is a season of invitation. It is WOWs this Place ]t's llke that
an invitation to step into the 1
desert with Jesus; to confront our 15 really dead.. every Lem... -
own purpose and ministry and to
renew our trust in God’s vision for N B
the world and for us individually. ,\ ol Y

Seen in this light, Lent is so much
more than fasting from meat and
giving up ice cream for a few
weeks. The whole idea of fasting
and sacrifice is an attempt to
simplify our lives. Through
simplifying our life and removing
some of the daily distractions, we
can share in the desert
experience of Jesus and then

truly celebrate the hope reborn in
the Faster season.




Please Pray For...

Recent Deaths: Coral Groth

Anniversaries: (20t - 26t Feb) Patricia Vanderwal, Rebecca Betros, Catherine Dunkin, Marion Rodgers, Leo Glennon,
Ellen Rose MacGinley, Jeanette Dennis, Gerard Gabbett, Alan Smith, Thomas Joseph MacGinley, Rev Fr Michael Cronin, Rev
Fr Henry MacFarlane, Rev Fr Brian O’'Dwyer, Rev Fr Michael Sheehan

Those Who Are Sick: Gerard Nolan, Hannah Parton (of Bargara), Garry Birch, Sr Cecilia Bailey, Peter Reynolds, Peter
Hickey, Kathie Ober, Brian Reardon, Van Vu, Eileen Reedy, Carmel Green, Jasmine Fletcher, Margaret Conrick, Hazel Soriano,
Tim & Olivia Zvirblis, Audrey Bentley, Yvonne Oliveiro, Gregory and Genia Casey, Noel Lipp, Michael (Micky) Lynch, Carmel &
Ron O'Brien, Lillian Roberts, Brian Thomson, Peggy Thies, John Axtell, Noel O'Mara, Mick O'Mara

February Birthdays: Margaret Greer, Colleen Redinger, Pat McDonnell, Laura Bentley, Michael Kelly, Joan O’Sullivan,

Vic White
Parish News... Pope Leo XIV on Lent
Sat o 6.30pm Mass “I would like to invite you to a very practical and frequently
21st Feb unappreciated form of abstinence: that of refraining from
Sun o 9.45am Mass including Children’s Liturgy w'ords 'Fhat offend and hurt ou.r'neighbour. Let us begin by
292nd Fep o 10.45am Workshop 1 for Sacramental disarming our language, avoiding harsh words and rash
Preparation judgement, refraining from slander and speaking ill of
Mon o those who are not present and cannot defend themselves.
23 Feb Instead, let us strive to measure our words and cultivate
Tues o 10am LOW kindness and respect in our families, among our friends, at
24t Feb o 10.30am Prayer Group work, on social media, in political debates, in the media
o and in Christian communities. In this way, words of hatred
Wed o 9am Anam Cara in the Presbytery will give way to words of hope and peace.”
25t Feb o 6.30pm SPRED
Thurs o 10am Mass
26" Feb o 10.30am Craft and Friendship Group LE_NT
O 2pm SVDP Meeting prayer ¢ fasting ¢ almsgiving
;'th Feb Confirmation and First Eucharist
_ Candidates
Date Claimers: This weekend, the children of our parish will start the next
2nd Mar - Parish Council Meeting 6.30pm part of their Sacramental Journey and over the next few
8" Mar - 274 Workshop Confirmation/Communion 10.45am months will prepare for their Confirmation and First
10t Mar - Glenvale Villas Visit & Anointing of the Sick Eucharist which will be celebrated later this year. You will
12t March - Anointing Mass 10am find their photos on display in the church and we ask that
16t March - BUPA Anointing Visitation you pray for the candidates and their families as they
Birthday Blessings preparfe for this exciting time.
Baptism
Happy Wishing Vic White a very Happy We joyfully welcome Oliver Charters, son of Tegan, into the
Birthday Birthday as he turns 87 on 23 Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church through the
February. May God's presence Sacrament of Holy Baptism this Sunday. We pray that God
continue to guide and comfort you will look upon Oliver and his family with joy and bless them
in the years ahead. abundantly.
Summary Pages for Parish Discernment
Meeting
Free plastic water containers A summary of the responses gathered at the Parish
We have a number of 20ltr plastic - Discernment Meeting held on Wednesday 4t February and
water containers to give away. facilitated by Peter Dorfield and Angela Travers is now
Perfect for camping, caravanning, . available. These responses form an important part of the
worm farms, hen nests. Please appointment process for the new pastor and your support
contact the parish office by Monday . p is very much appreciated. Please click here to view. Paper
23rd February if you're interested. ) b copies are also available at the main entrance to the
church.
Date Welcomers Commentary Ministers of the Offertory Extraordinary Ipad Piety
Word Procession Ministers Operator Stall
28" Feb H. R O’Brien
at o*éj‘n;n J Wilson " ;/\a/;'eslzgg D &N Clark | W. M Cushway geiai G Schoorl
6.30pm W. R Campbell
1st March H. S Rosentreter
at KJLaB:grgZIe M Ondrus i'\f(%gg A S%T:Qe W. C Dias T Ryan R Fallon
9.45am W. C Watson



https://1drv.ms/b/c/24fd6a707fdca119/IQBQOgqgrGYYTJ0fhVj_gU9xAer0r2JwieERECz929bWkUg?e=H2ipCS

Draft OLOL Parish Strategic Plan
In April 2024 the Parish Pastoral Council asked the parish
community to identify what was important to you here at Our
Lady of Lourdes. What makes our parish unique, what is
important to us, what do we do well, what is worth
celebrating? Since then, the Parish Pastoral Council has
been working on a strategic plan to guide the Parish through
the next few years. We have considered feedback received
from parishioners, looked at where there may be needs
within the Church and tried to gauge the ideals of our identity
as a Parish. Of course this will be a living document, pivoting
to address needs within our changing times and
circumstances. We are now calling on all Parishioners to
take the time to review the draft and provide much needed
feedback to inform the final document.

So how do you provide feedback? You can either:

1. view the document here. Please make some notes as
you view the document and forward your thoughts to
the Parish Office

2. Gotothe OLOL Parish bulletin mailout, use the button
to access the document and again, make notes and e-
mail them to the Parish Office

3. Take a printed copy available from the back of the
church, make notes on the feedback sheet and return
it to the Parish Office.

4. Click here and provide your feedback online.

This process will run from now through to the end of March.

This allows us to have all feedback presented prior to the

Parish Pastoral Council Meeting in April and hence to have

the document finalised for the incoming Councillors for the

26-27 year in June. Thank you in advance for your support

for this initiative.

Project Compassion 2026

N ) Caritas ‘ PROJECT
7R AUSTRALIA COMPASSION

First Sunday of Lent
21-22 February 2026

Sisilia is a 13-year-old girl living in remote Tanzania,
who had to walk long distances to collect water every
day. Thanks to Project Compassion, Sisilia’s school
and village now have safe clean water close by and
she can spend more time studying so she can fulfil
her dream of one day becoming a pilot.

Please donate today.

You can support Project Compassion 2026 through
the donation boxes, envelopes or by scanning the QR
code.

Or online at: www.projectcompassion.org.au/donate
Or by calling: 1800 024 413
Thank you for standing with us, as we Unite Against
Poverty this Lent.

ENEWS$ 5 UPDATE

A newsletter from the Catholic Dioce
clergy, parishes, schools, sta

se of Toowoomba for
he wider community.

SCAM WARNING!

We have been made aware that a fresh round of scam
emails is circulating. These messages pretend to be from
clergy and request contact lists. While these emails are
currently targeting parishes, it's a timely reminder for
everyone to stay alert!

How to Spot a Scam Email

Keep an eye out for:

e Unusual or incorrect email addresses (altered names,
free email domains-not twhb.catholic.org.au).

e Urgent or pressured language asking you to respond
quickly or confidentially.

* Requests for personal information, contact lists, or login
details.

*Poor spelling, grammar, or formatting that doesn’t
match the typical communication style.

¢ Links or attachments you weren’t expecting, never click
these without verifying.

* Messages that feel “off” even if they appear to come
from someone you know.

If you receive a suspicious message, do not reply. Contact
the parish or sender directly using a known, trusted
phone number or email to confirm its legitimacy.

DIOCESAN ACCOUNTANT

The Catholic Diocese of Toowoomba is seeking a full time
Accountant to support the Diocesan Financial
Administrator and assist with the accounting and payroll
functions of the Finance Office. This role helps ensure
efficient financial operations and compliance with
regulatory and professional standards across the
Diocese and its entities. To find out more and apply, visit
Seek. Applications close 27/2/26 5:00pm.

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER

Date: Friday 6" March 2026

The World Day of Prayer is an international ecumenical
Christian laywomen'’s initiative. It is run under the motto
“Informed Prayer and Prayerful Action,” and is celebrated
annually in over 170 countries on the first Friday in
March. The movement aims to bring together women of
various races, cultures and traditions in a yearly common
Day of Prayer, as well as in closer fellowship,
understanding and action throughout the year. Contact
your parish to find out your local host, or visit
www.worlddavofpraveraustralia.org

Little Black Books for Lent

The Little Black Books for Lent are available on the table
at the main entrance to the church. Please place the $4
in the labelled envelopes on the collection plate.

Unclaimed and Lost Property

Please check the table at the back of the church for lost
property. Any unclaimed items at the end of this weekend
will be donated to charity.

LOST
PROPERTY
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