Wefoam 7 OUR LADY OF LOURDES PARISH

153 Holberton St, Toowoomba | p: 46341453

Parish Priest: Fr Bony Abraham
Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday 9:00am - 1:00pm
Pastoral Coordinator: Jenny Ferguson - olol.pastoralcoordinatori@twhb.catholic.org.au
Mass times: Saturday: 6:30pm Vigil | Sunday: 9.45am
Weekday Liturgy of The Word/Mass - Tuesday and Thursday 10am
Primary School: e: lourdes@twb.catholic.edu.au | p: 45911200
hittps:fwww.ololiwb.catholic.edu.au

Email: ourladyoflourdesparish@twb.catholic.org.au | hittps:/www.ololparish.org.au ﬁ

We would like to acknowledge the Giabal and Jarowair peoples, Traditional Owners

of this land and pay our respects to their Elders past and present.

First Reading

Jeremiah 20: 10-13

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah

He has delivered the soul of the needy from the
hands of those who are evil.

Jeremiah said: ‘1 hear so many
disparaging me, “Terror from every side!
Denounce him! Let us denounce him!”
All those who used to be my friends
watched for my downfall, “Perhaps he
will be seduced into error. Then we will
master him and take our revenge!” But
the Lord is at my side, a mighty hero; my
opponents will stumble, mastered,
confounded by their failure; everlasting,
unforgettable disgrace will be theirs. But
you, Lord of Hosts, you who probe with
justice, who scrutinise the loins and
heart, let me see the vengeance you will
take on them, for | have committed my
cause to you. Sing to the Lord, praise the
Lord, for he has delivered the soul of the
needy from the hands of evil men.’

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 68:8-10. 14. 17. 33-35. R. v.14

(R.) Lord, in your great love, answer me.

1. Itis for you that | suffer taunts, that
shame covers my face, that | have
become a stranger to my brothers, an
alien to my own mother's sons. | burn
with zeal for your house and taunts
against you fall on me. (R.)

2. This is my prayer to you, my prayer for
your favour. In your great love, answer
me, O God, with your help that never
fails: Lord, answer, for your love is kind;
in your compassion, turn towards
me. (R.)
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3. The poor when they see it will be
glad and God-seeking hearts will
revive; for the Lord listens to the needy
and does not spurn his servants in
their chains. Let the heavens and the
earth give him praise, the sea and all
its living creatures. (R.)

Second Reading

Romans 5:12-15

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Romans

God's gift to us is nothing like our sin against
him.

Sin entered the world through one
man, and through sin death, and thus
death has spread through the whole
human race because everyone has
sinned. Sin existed in the world long
before the Law was given. There was
no law and so no one could be
accused of the sin of ‘law-breaking’,
yet death reigned over all from Adam
to Moses, even though their sin, unlike
that of Adam, was not a matter of
breaking a law. Adam prefigured the
One to come, but the gift itself
considerably outweighed the fall. If it is
certain that through one man'’s fall so
many died, it is even more certain that
divine grace, coming through the one
man, Jesus Christ, came to so many as
an abundant free gift.

Gospel Acclamation

John 15:26. 27

Alleluia, alleluia!

The Spirit of Truth will bear witness to
me, says the Lord, and you also will be
my withesses.

Alleluia!

Gospel

Matthew 10:26-33

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Matthew

Do not fear those who can kill the body.

Jesus instructed the Twelve as follows:
‘Do not be afraid. For everything that is
now covered will be uncovered, and
everything now hidden will be made
clear. What | say to you in the dark, tell
in the daylight; what you hear in
whispers, proclaim from the house-
tops. ‘Do not be afraid of those who Kill
the body but cannot Kill the soul; fear
him rather who can destroy both body
and soul in hell. Can you not buy two
sparrows for a penny? And yet not one
falls to the ground without your Father
knowing. Why, every hair on your head
has been counted. So there is no need
to be afraid; you are worth more than
hundreds of sparrows. ‘So if anyone
declares himself for me in the
presence of men, | will declare myself
for him in the presence of my Father in
heaven. But the one who disowns me
in the presence of men, | will disown in
the presence of my Father in heaven.’

Next Week’s Readings (27th/28t June 2026) - Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A

1st Reading: 2 Kings 4:8-11. 14-16 2nd Reading: Romans 6:3-4. 8-11 Gospel: Matthew 10:37-42




Parish Activities
ANAM CARA - Wednesday 9.00am in the Presbytery

BAPTISM information mornings are held on the 1st Sunday of the
month at 10.45am. Please phone the office if you wish to attend.

CHILDREN'’S LITURGY - 9.45am Mass (except school holidays) for
children in Prep - Yr 4.

FRIENDSHIP & CRAFT GROUP - meet in the Quiet Room at the Church
every Thursday after the 10am Mass.

LITURGY GROUP - meet every 4th Tuesday of the month at 1pm in the
Presbytery.

LOURDES PRAYER GROUP - meet in the Quiet Room every Tuesday
after the 10am Liturgy of The Word.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL - meet the 1st Monday of each month
at 6.30pm in the Presbytery Meeting Room.

SPRED - meet most Wednesdays during school term at 6.30pm in
the Quiet Room

ST VINCENT DE PAUL - meet on the 2nd and 4th Thursday afternoons
in the quiet room at the church at 2pm.

Parish Councillors

Jo Johnston, Jeni Bonell, Emma Dever, Melissa McLean, Julie
Whittaker, Peter Castles, Georgina Humphrys, Brandon
Joseph, Clare Watson, Jessica Anderson,. Chris Golightly,
Bernadette Witham

Safeguarding Children, Young
People and Adults at risk

In Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, we commit ourselves to
ensuring the safety and well-being of children, young people
and adults at risk in our Parish community. The best interests
of the child, young person or adult at risk come first.

Our Parish takes a zero tolerance approach to all forms of
abuse. If you have any concerns about the safety of children,
young people and adults at risk please contact our Parish
Safeguarding Representatives, Sue Whitelegg or Jo and Ray
Johnston on 0437 839 838. If you believe anybody is at
immediate risk of harm you should phone 000. You are
encouraged to provide feedback on Safeguarding policies
and procedures. Toowoomba Diocese Safeguarding
Resources can be found at
https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/safeguarding-policy-

resources/

Livingzgospel

From the house-tops

One of the messages of Jesus to
his disciples and, through him, of
Matthew to the original community, is
to have courage and to have pride in

their belief. No matter what threat or
persecution they are to endure, the
command is to proclaim the message
of Jesus from the house-tops. They are
to be proud of what they believe and
be prepared to share it with others. In
a world today that is not always open
to the message of Jesus, we too are
called to be proud of what we believe
and not whisper it in the darkness.

Thought of the week...

Grammar Saves Lives... or Ends Them! &

We can eat dinner

soon. I removed
the full stop after
crocodile.

Reflection by Father Bony

Beneath the wall and the Joke

When | was a seminarian in Canberra, we were sent to knock on doors in a block
of government flats, just to see if anyone needed a hand, or a conversation. | was
new, and shy, and would rather have been almost anywhere else. | was with
another local seminarian. At one door we met Martina.

He first response was that “she doesn’t talk to dark people”. The local guy was
embarrassed for me. | quickly replied, “I just got tanned walking here”. She had a
good laugh and opened screen the door. That was the beginning of one of the great
friendships of my life.

Martina had come out from Germany by ship, years earlier, to work near the mines
out west. She had no family here, no church, and by then almost no one. She
couldn't always get a taxi to her appointments, so | embraced my stereotypical
Indian uber self. | helped in her garden. Slowly the visits stopped being a duty and
became a friendship.

One day she asked me for a small photo of myself, a passport photo, nothing
special. Later | learned she had framed it and kept it by her bed, the last thing she
saw at night. Years afterward she told me, simply, that | had made her feel seen. |
think she was holding on to the face of someone who had seen her, and in keeping
it, without ever meaning to, she did the same for me. We hold on to the faces of
those who see us. | had gone to her door to give something; somewhere along the
way | found | had been received, and that |, too, was wanted.

When | was ordained a deacon at the Canberra Cathedral, Martina came, the first
time in her life she had set foot in a Catholic church. She sat where my family
supposed to sit. She came for me, and in her own way she became my family. She
passed away not long ago.

This Sunday's readings are about all of this. Jeremiah, surrounded by people who
want to denounce him and see only a problem to be silenced, remembers in his
fear that the Lord "sees the heart." And Jesus tells frightened disciples not to be
afraid: not one sparrow falls without the Father, and "even the hairs of your head
are all counted."

| still need to hear that. Only this week | caught myself bracing for a hard
conversation with the university about my placement, ready to defend myself, and
underneath it was a small, old fear: when they look at me, will they see my heart,
or only the problem? Will they see beneath the reactions, there is a genuine
concern that needs permission to come out?

We rarely lead with what we mean most. A wall, "I don't talk to dark people”, and a
nervous joke, "'ve just got tanned", can be doing the very same work: keeping the
real self just out of view, while quietly hoping someone will look anyway. That is the
question hidden inside almost every guarded reply: will we see beneath each
other's reactions to the heart that is only waiting for permission to come out?
This Sunday’s Gospel tells us “Do not be afraid. Not one sparrow falls without your
father. Even the hairs of your head are counted. You are worth more than many
sparrows”. So, we shall not be afraid. Fr.B




Please Pray For...
Recent Deaths:

Anniversaries: (19t - 25t June) Mary Elson-Green, Pat Axtell, John Irving, Terrence Wells, Johannes Van Dongen,
Jennifer Gabbett, Stanley Patrick Collins, Helen Phelan, Tony Drew, Terry Tewes, Rev Fr Jeffrey Scully, Rev Fr Thomas

McCormack, Vincent Coorey

Those Who Are Sicl: Gary Andrews, Elijah, Eileen Reedy, Kev Roberts, Margaret York, Gerard Nolan, Sr Cecilia Bailey,
Peter Reynolds, Peter Hickey, Kathie Ober, Margaret Conrick, Audrey Bentley, Noel Lipp, Michael (Micky) Lynch, Carmel &
Ron O'Brien, Lillian Roberts, Brian Thomson, Peggy Thies, John Axtell, Tim & Olivia Zvirblis, Mick O'Mara

June Birthdays: Cassie Soriano, June Burke, Joyce Smith, Sr Nancy Doyle, Jose Dias, Margaret Graham, Gen Schoorl,
Ben Saunders, Agnes Hale, Helen McQuillan, Patrick Kelly, Rosie Glassey, Clare Ferguson, Lindsay Borger, Anne Allport

Parish News...

Sat 20" | o 6.30pm Mass

June

Sun 21st | o 9.45am Mass with Children’s Liturgy
June

Mon 22nd

June

Tues 23 | o 10am LOW

June o 10.30am Prayer Group in the Church

o 1pm Liturgy Group Meeting

Wed 24t | o 9am Anam Cara in the Presbytery
June o 6.30pm SPRED Mass

Thurs o 10am Mass

25" June | o 10.30am Craft and Friendship Group
o 2pm SVDP Meeting

Fri 26t

June

Date Claimers:

24t June - The Nativity of St John the Baptist

29t June - Feast of Saints Peter and Paul the Apostles
4th/5t Jyly - ATSI Sunday

14th/12th July - Sea Sunday

19t July - First Reconciliation Workshop at 10.45am

Weekday Masses

The school children will commence two weeks of school
holidays from the 29t June. As such, they will not be attending

the Thursday mass until Term 3 returns in mid-late July.

Mass Times Review St Anthony’s & OLOL
We thank everyone who took the time to share their
thoughts and suggestions as part of the Mass Times
Review. Your feedback is greatly appreciated and will help
guide the PPC in their discernment as they seek to serve
the needs of both parish communities. Please keep the
process in your prayers.

New Planned Giving Envelopes
Thank you to all who completed the Planned Giving form
for2026/2027. The new envelopes will be available on the
table at the back of the church from this weekend. Thank
you for your ongoing support of the parish.

Children’s Liturgy

This Sunday will be the final Children’s Liturgy for this term.
Children’s Liturgy will return after the school holidays on
Sunday 19th July. All children from Prep to Year 4 are
welcome to attend. The aim is to gather the children to
celebrate Liturgy in a way that is more appropriate to their
level of understanding.

Planned Giving Regular Reporting

Thank you for your ongoing generosity and support of our
parish. Please see below the finance update for April and
May 2026.

Birthday Blessings
A very Happy Birthday to Lindsay Borger who turns 81 on 25t April 2026 May 2026
June and to Anne Allport on the wonderful milestone of her Loose Plate $2,619.85 $2.315.10
100t Birthday on 26t June. May God continue to bless you Envelopes $1.816.45 $1.580.00
both with good health, happiness and His abundant love. Direct Debits $5,780.00 $6,747.00
Total Income $10,466.30 | $10,642.10
W Wﬂﬁd,l Less General Expenses | $10,668.90 | $13,372.95
Surplus/Shortfall $202.60 $2,730.85
Welcomers Commentary Ministers of the Offertory Extraordinary Ipad Piety
Word Procession Ministers Operator Stall
7t June . H. R Campbell
at D & N Clark G Ferguson %%?IBlghtly Kelly Family | W. S Kelly G Schoorl J Sullivan
6.30pm ren W. E Castles
P8t June H. D Young
at Dias Family T Ryan (J:AAr:(jjirrsS(())r; Ké‘?:gﬁiile W. P Murphy A Winder R Coonan
9.45am W. C Anderson




Mass Ministries and Parish Groups

Each and every one of us has been graced with different
gifts and whatever your gift, there is a place for it within our
Parish Community. It could be helping to make the Mass a
special celebration or your involvement in one of our many
Parish Groups. Each weekend, in the lead up to our annual
Flick & Tick on the 22nd & 23rd August, we will be highlighting
the ministries and groups in our Parish. Flick & Tick is your
opportunity to indicate your interest in Mass Ministries and
Parish Groups and we encourage you to consider ways you
can use your gifts to support our Parish. Next week we will
highlight the Mass Ministry options available for the
Celebration of the Mass Part 1. If you would like to receive
further information about any of the ministries or groups
please contact the Parish Office and we will put you in touch
with a parish contact.

Prayer for Peace
May God give wisdom and courage to those who are
working for peace.

We pray that their efforts may be blessed, that they may
bring an end to violence and solace and stability to
suffering peoples everywhere.

May the gift of peace permeate all troubled souls, convert
all who live by violence and comfort all children who live in
menacing situations, that the freedoms to enjoy life and
grow in safety may be theirs.

And may each one of us know peace of mind and heart,
peace of body and spirit, peace of community and world.
Holy Spirit of Peace, come amoung us.

Amen
Credit: Jamberoo Abby

Peter’'s Pence Annual Collection

Every year a collection for Peter's Pence is taken. The
offerings support the Holy Father Pope Leo in his ministry
and in his charitable activities in response to emergencies
and needs around the world.

Peter's Pence is a gesture of communion and participation
in the Pope's mission to proclaim the Gospel, promote peace
and spread Christian charity. Each year we hold a collection
close to the feast day of Saints Peter and Paul. This year the
collection will take place on the weekend of 27th /28t June.
Please click here to view more information or click here to
make a donation online. There will be specially marked
envelopes available next weekend if you would prefer to
make a cash donation.

A newsletter from the Catholic Diocese of Toowoomba for
clergy, parishes, schools, staff and the wider community.

MIGRANT JUBILEE CROSS

Next week, our diocese will receive the Migrant Jubilee Cross
as part of its pilgrimage across Australia. The cross is a symbol
that acknowledges and celebrates the faith, gifts, contributions,
and resilience that migrant communities bring to our local
Church. The cross will journey through our diocese from Veritas
Young Adults Group, to St Joseph's Parish Stanthorpe, to St
Mary’s Catholic Parish Warwick, to St Theresa's Parish
Toowoomba, to St Patrick's Cathedral, Toowoomba, to St
Thomas More's Parish, Toowoomba, to St Vincent de Paul
Toowoomba and St Anthony's Catholic Parish Toowoomba.

Mass with the Migrant Jubilee Cross

Date: 28/6/26 Sunday

Time: 9:00am

Where: St Patrick’s Cathedral, Toowoomba

Bishop Ken Howell will celebrate Mass at the Cathedral with the
Migrant Jubilee Cross. All are warmly welcome to attend.

Date: Friday, 26" June

Time: 9am to 1pm

Where: St Theresa’s Parish, 55 Curzon Street

We will start with Mass at 9.00am and the rest of day will allow
people to come and pray before the Cross. We will also need
people or groups to sit in vigil with the cross during this time. A
roster can be found in the foyer. If you cannot commit to a time
please feel free to come and pray before the cross at any time.

An Evening of Prayer, Reflection and Music Around the
Cross

Date: 1/7/26 Wednesday

Time: 5:00pm-8:00pm

Where: St Anthony’s Parish, Memory St Tmba

Holy Angels St Vincent de Paul Conference and St Anthony’s
Parish invite you to join us in welcoming the Jubilee Migrant
Cross. There will be music, prayer and reflection as well as a
shared meal. Participants are invited to bring food that reflects
your cultural heritage to share. All are welcome to attend.

VENERABLE MARY AIKENHEAD ORATION 2026

Date: 23/7/26 Thursday

Time: 6:00pm-7:00pm

Where: Online (in person North Sydney)

This year's oration is titled “Optimistic or Overwhelmed?
Engaging Tech in an Age of Optimisation” and delivered by
Associate Professor Victoria Lorrimar, Director, Centre of
Technology and Human Futures at the University of Notre Dame
Australia (Fremantle). We are living through rapid technological
change, with generative Al and emerging innovations—from
virtual worlds to brain-computer interfaces—reshaping how we
live. As these tools collect increasing amounts of personal data,
many of us feel both inspired and overwhelmed. In the spirit of
Mary Aikenhead, this oration will reflect on how we can engage
thoughtfully with these technologies in ways that promote the
dignity and flourishing of every human person. Find out more

and regqister here.

BRONCOS LEGENDS LUNCH

Date: 31/7/26 Friday

Where: Oakes, 25 Annand Street Tmba

Cost: See TryBooking for details

Join us for an unforgettable afternoon with the Brisbane
Broncos, featuring a live Q&A with Dave Donaghy, Troy
Thomson and a Broncos Legend, hosted by Ben Dobbin. Ticket
also includes two-course lunch and 4-hour premium beverages
package. Supporting the restoration of St Patrick’s Cathedral



https://us.list-manage.com/_yT3pYzXKls?e=94229d10f2&c2id=853419b829d1c364cd1e867f1728f2e8
https://us.list-manage.com/5Mc6Kq41JfS?e=94229d10f2&c2id=853419b829d1c364cd1e867f1728f2e8
https://us.list-manage.com/5Mc6Kq41JfS?e=94229d10f2&c2id=853419b829d1c364cd1e867f1728f2e8
https://us.list-manage.com/Cypwa8qg_AX?e=94229d10f2&c2id=853419b829d1c364cd1e867f1728f2e8
https://www.obolodisanpietro.va/en.html
https://www.obolodisanpietro.va/en/dona.html

