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Sunday, 20th September 2026 

Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A 

Next Week’s Readings (26h/27th Sep 2026) – Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year A 
1st Reading: Ezekiel 18:25-28  2nd Reading: Philippians 2:1-11  Gospel: Matthew 21:28-32 

First Reading 
Isaiah 55:6-9 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

My thoughts are not your thoughts.  

Seek the Lord while he is still to be 

found, call to him while he is still near. 

Let the wicked man abandon his way, 

the evil man his thoughts. Let him turn 

back to the Lord who will take pity on 

him, to our God who is rich in forgiving; 

for my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

my ways not your ways – it is the Lord 

who speaks. Yes, the heavens are as 

high above earth as my ways are above 

your ways, my thoughts above your 

thoughts. 

 

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 144:2-3. 8-9. 17-18. R. v.18 
 

(R.)  The Lord is near to all who call him. 

 

1.  I will bless you day after day and 

praise your name for ever. the Lord is 

great, highly to be praised, his greatness 

cannot be measured. (R.) 
 

2. The Lord is kind and full of 

compassion, slow to anger, abounding 

in love. How good is the Lord to all, 

compassionate to all his creatures. (R.) 
 

3. The Lord is just in all his ways and 

loving in all his deeds. He is close to all 

who call him, who call on him from their 

hearts. (R.) 

 
 

 

 

 

Second Reading 
Philippians 1:20-24. 27 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 

Philippians 

For me to live is Christ. 

Christ will be glorified in my body, 

whether by my life or by my death. Life 

to me, of course, is Christ, but then 

death would bring me something 

more; but then again, if living in this 

body means doing work which is 

having good results – I do not know 

what I should choose. I am caught in 

this dilemma: I want to be gone and be 

with Christ, which would be very much 

the better, but for me to stay alive in 

this body is a more urgent need for 

your sake. Avoid anything in your 

everyday lives that would be unworthy 

of the gospel of Christ. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 
See Acts of the Apostles 16:14 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Open our hearts, O Lord, 

to listen to the words of your Son. 

Alleluia! 

 

Gospel 
Matthew 20:1-16 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 

Matthew  

Why are you jealous because I am generous? 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘The 

kingdom of heaven is like a landowner 

going out at daybreak to hire workers 

for his vineyard. He made an 

agreement with the workers for one 

denarius a day, and sent them to his 

vineyard. Going out at about the third 

hour he saw others standing idle in the 

market place and said to them, “You 

go to my vineyard too and I will give you 

a fair wage.” So they went. At about  

 

 

 the sixth hour and again at about the 

ninth hour, he went out and did the 

same. Then at about the eleventh hour 

he went out and found more men 

standing round, and he said to them, 

“Why have you been standing here idle 

all day?” “Because no one has hired 

us” they answered. He said to them, 

“You go into my vineyard too.” In the 

evening, the owner of the vineyard 

said to his bailiff, “Call the workers and 

pay them their wages, starting with the 

last arrivals and ending with the first.” 

So those who were hired at about the 

eleventh hour came forward and 

received one denarius each. When the 

first came, they expected to get more, 

but they too received one denarius 

each. They took it, but grumbled at the 

landowner. “The men who came last” 

they said “have done only one hour, 

and you have treated them the same 

as us, though we have done a heavy 

day’s work in all the heat.” He 

answered one of them and said, “My 

friend, I am not being unjust to you; did 

we not agree on one denarius? Take 

your earnings and go. I choose to pay 

the last-comer as much as I pay you. 

Have I no right to do what I like with my 

own? Why be envious because I am 

generous?” Thus the last will be first, 

and the first, last.’ 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Reflection by Fr Bony  
Whatever the Hour 

I recently came across a word used by the German philosopher Max Scheler: 

ressentiment. He uses it to describe a buried resentment that develops through 

repeated comparison, when we begin to feel that others have received something 

we have not, or that life has somehow treated them more generously than it has 

treated us. 

I recognise, at times, small glimpses of that temptation in myself, in life and even 

in ministry. And perhaps one of my more honest prayers is simply this: Lord, do not 

let me become a resentful man. Do not let me spend my life quietly keeping 

account of what I have given, what I have sacrificed, what others have received, 

or what I think I deserved. 

That seems to be the wound that Jesus touches in this Sunday’s Gospel. The 

workers who arrived early are not cheated. They receive exactly what they were 

promised. Their unhappiness begins only when they look sideways and discover 

that those who arrived at the final hour received the same. And notice something 

about those latecomers. They are not necessarily lazy or indifferent. Asked why 

they have been standing idle all day, they reply simply: “No one has hired us.” 

Nobody called them. 

It reminds me of the elder brother in the story of the Prodigal Son. He remained 

with the father, worked faithfully and did everything expected of him. Yet when his 

younger brother returns and is welcomed with a feast, something inside him 

collapses. 

Perhaps the deepest issue in both stories is the tension between a wage economy 

and a gift economy. A wage economy says: I worked; therefore, I am owed. A gift 

economy says: I received because you are generous. 

The tragedy of the elder brother, and perhaps of the first workers, is that they have 

been living inside a gift while quietly interpreting it as a wage. Then someone else 

receives the gift freely, and the whole internal ledger falls apart. None of this 

makes their years of labour meaningless. “You are always with me,” the father tells 

his son. The years of service were never the problem. The problem was pricing 

them. 

We encounter the same mystery at every Eucharist. We come from different 

histories, different struggles, different levels of faithfulness, yet what is placed into 

our hands is not a reward proportioned to achievement. It is Christ himself, given 

as gift. 

Jesus asks: “Why be envious because I am generous?” It is possible to pray, serve, 

sacrifice and remain faithful, and quietly begin to imagine these things place God 

in our debt. But our relationship with God begins in gift: life is gift, faith is gift, 

forgiveness is gift, salvation is gift. Even the ability to labour in the vineyard is itself 

a grace. 

Lord, keep my eyes fixed on you. Let me not measure my life against others, but 

only against the abundance of mercy and grace you hold for me in your Sacred 

Heart. Fr B 
  

Parish Activities 
 

ANAM CARA – Wednesday 9.00am in the Presbytery 
 

BAPTISM information mornings are held on the 1st Sunday of the 

month at 10.45am.  Please phone the office if you wish to attend. 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY - 9.45am Mass (except school holidays) for 

children in Prep - Yr 4. 
 

FRIENDSHIP & CRAFT GROUP - meet in the Quiet Room at the Church 

every Thursday after the 10am Mass. 
 

LITURGY GROUP - meet every 4th Tuesday of the month at 1pm in the 

Presbytery. 
 

LOURDES PRAYER GROUP - meet in the Quiet Room every Tuesday 

after the 10am Liturgy of The Word. 
 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL – meet the 1st Monday of each month 

at 6.30pm in the Presbytery Meeting Room. 
 

SPRED – meet most Wednesdays during school term at 6.30pm in 

the Quiet Room 
 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL - meet on the 2nd and 4th Thursday afternoons 

in the quiet room at the church at 2pm. 
 

 

 

 

 

Parish Councillors 
Jessica Anderson, Jeni Bonell, Peter Castles, Chris Golightly, 

Georgina Humphrys, Jo Johnston, Brandon Joseph, Melissa 

McLean, Clare Watson, Bernadette Witham 
 

Safeguarding Children, Young 
People and Adults at risk 
In Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, we commit ourselves to 

ensuring the safety and well-being of children, young people 

and adults at risk in our Parish community. The best interests 

of the child, young person or adult at risk come first.  

Our Parish takes a zero tolerance approach to all forms of 

abuse. If you have any concerns about the safety of children, 

young people and adults at risk please contact our Parish 

Safeguarding Representatives, Sue Whitelegg or Jo and Ray 

Johnston on 0437 839 838.  If you believe anybody is at 

immediate risk of harm you should phone 000. You are 

encouraged to provide feedback on Safeguarding policies 

and procedures.   Toowoomba Diocese Safeguarding  
 

Resources can be found at 

https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/safeguarding-policy-

resources/ 

© Dianne Bergant CSA 
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Thought of the day 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

   

 

 

 
 
 

 
  

 Welcomers Commentary Ministers of the 

Word 

Offertory 

Procession 

Extraordinary 

Ministers 

Ipad 

Operator 

Piety  

Stall 

26th Sep 

at 

5.30pm 

M Cushway 

J Michel 
J Wilson 

L Borger 

M Whitelegg 

M Cushway 

J Joseph 

(H) P Hoopert 

(W) C Golightly 

(W) R Campbell 

K & G 

Regan 
G Schoorl 

27th Sep 

at 

9.45am 

J Burke 

K Langdale 
M Ondrus 

T Ryan 

K Kruger 
Poulton Family 

(H) C Anderson 

(W) A Cournane 

(W) S Rosentreter 

Dias Family 
A Suhr 

 

Parish News... 
 

Sat  

19th Sep 
o 5.30pm Vigil Mass  (St Anthony’s)  

 

Sun  

20th Sep 
o 9.45am Mass  

Mon  

21st Sep 
o 10am BUPA Visitation 

Tues  

22nd Sep 
o 10am LOW  

o 10.30am Prayer Group in the Church 

o 1pm Liturgy Group Meeting 

Wed  

23rd Sep 
o 9am Anam Cara in the Presbytery 

 

Thur  

24th Sep 
o 10am Mass – no school children 

o 10.30am Craft and Friendship Group 

o 2pm SVDP Meeting 

Fri  

25th Sep 
 

 

 

Upcoming Dates: 
26th/27th Sep – Migrant and Refugee Sunday 
 

Daily Mass Book & Ordo  
If you would like to order a Daily Mass Book or Ordo for 2027, 

please add your name to the list on the table at the back of 

the church.  
 

Migrant and Refugee Sunday Invitation 
All OLOL folk are invited to come to a pot-luck lunch, next 

Sunday, 27th, from 12pm to 2.00pm, in St Anthony’s parish 

centre. Please bring a dish to share - main or dessert - and 

together, on Migrant and Refugee Sunday, we will celebrate 

the gift that we are to one another. Please all come; everyone 

is most welcome. There is a place at the table for all. 
 

Happy Birthday 
Wishing Denise Short a very happy 

birthday as she turns 92 on 19 

September. May your special day be 

filled with love, joy and the company of 

those who mean so much to you. May 

God keep you in His loving care always. 

Please Pray For...   
Recent Deaths:   

Anniversaries: (18th – 24th Sep) Dorothy Markham, Yva & Tom Bowe, James & Margaret Meara, Mary Sullivan, Jenny 

Young, Gloria de Silva, Sr Marie Carroll, ‘Barney’ Desmond Kirwin, Clyde Thies, Tony Kinsella, Brian Bowe, Rev Fr Michael 

Skehan 
 
 

Those Who Are Sick: Barry Coonan, Ray Johnston, Gary Andrews, Eileen Reedy, Kev Roberts, Margaret York, Gerard 

Nolan, Sr Cecilia Bailey, Peter Reynolds, Kathie Ober, Margaret Conrick, Audrey Bentley, Noel Lipp, Michael (Micky) Lynch, Carmel 

& Ron O'Brien, Lillian Roberts, Brian Thomson, Peggy Thies, John Axtell, Tim & Olivia Zvirblis, Mick O'Mara 
 

September Birthdays: Kathy Dangerfield, Sandra Sullivan, Helen Kupfer, Val Bowe, Jo Michel, Kathy Langdale, Max Jones, 

Scotty, Jenny Ferguson, Anne McGrath, Chris Golightly, Dave Morrow, Clyde Hudson, Denise Short, Brian Thomson 

 

 
Children’s Liturgy 
Children’s Liturgy will be taking a break over the school 

holidays. It will start back up again on Sunday 11th October 

during the 9.45am Mass.  

First Reconciliation 
On the 8th September, 32 children celebrated the 

Sacrament of First Reconciliation with Fr Bony and Fr 

Cronin. We congratulate these children and wish them well 

in their faith journey. Thank you to the Sacramental Team 

who helped prepare the children so well. 
 

 
 

Thank you 
Thank you to the wonderful volunteers who gave up their 

time last weekend to help with the clean and tidy up of the 

church grounds and gardens in preparation of our Jubilee 

celebration in November. A fantastic job was done and the 

gardens look terrific!  The next working bee to mulch the 

gardens will be on Saturday 10th October 8am – 12pm. 

Morning tea and lunch provided. 

International Day of Peace September 21st  
The theme for this year’s United Nations International Day 

of Peace is Invest in Peace – For Everyone, Everywhere, 

Every Day.  Peace begins with us all, ordinary people in 

ordinary suburbs. We promote it subconsciously whenever 

we listen patiently, forgive someone, welcome a stranger, 

defend a vulnerable person or settle disagreements 

without anger. Peace is possible, but we all must play our 

role. On Monday why not take a few minutes out of your 

day to pray for a more peaceful world.  



 

 
 

 

 

https://www.graphicproducts.

com/ 

Ars Cantorum Concert 
 

 
 

Charity Raffle to Restore St Pat’s Cathedral 

Join our Charity Raffle & help restore St Patrick’s Cathedral! 

We have partnered with Play for Purpose, Australia’s 

community raffle that gives you the chance to win BIG while 

supporting a meaningful cause. 

Every $10 ticket gives you the chance to win 395 prizes 

worth $300,000, including a First Prize Pack valued at over 

$250,000 featuring: 

• An Audi Q3 Wagon 

• An Audi Q4 Sportback e-Tron 

• $60,000 in gold bullion 

And the best part? $5 from every ticket goes directly to 

restoring the historic St Patrick’s Cathedral. 

It’s a win-win: support a meaningful cause and maybe drive 

away in your dream car! Tickets close 8 October! 

Check out the prizes & buy your ticket  here or at  

https://playforpurpose.com.au/catholic-diocese 
 

 

 

 
CARNIVAL OF FLOWERS FLORAL DISPLAY 
Date: Daily 18-22/9/26     Time: 9:00am to 5:00pm 
Where: St Patrick’s Cathedral Tmba 
Come along and enjoy the wonderful displays from our local 
schools and community organisations. 
Flyer/newsletter ad/social media tile. 
 

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS REFLECTIONS: PRESENCE 
Presence: Advent & Christmas Daily Reflections 2026 is a 
beautifully presented, 84-page, full-colour book of daily 
reflections inviting you to slow down, become attentive, and 
rediscover the presence of Christ in your everyday life. 
Beginning on the First Sunday of Advent (29 November 2026) 
and continuing through to the Baptism of the Lord (10 January 
2027), Presence offers a prayerful companion for the entire 
Advent and Christmas journey. Click here to find out more or 
order. 
If you have any questions or you would like to place a phone or 
email order, call the Diocese of Wollongong on (02) 4222 2411 
or orders@dow.org.au 
 

WORLD DAY OF MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES 
Date: 27/9/26 Sunday 
This year's theme, "Even just one of these children" (Matthew 
18:10), draws attention to children and young people affected 
by migration and forced displacement, inviting Catholics and all 
people of goodwill to recognise their dignity, hear their stories 
and respond with compassion and solidarity. 
Resources are available at: 
https://acmro.catholic.org.au/wdmr/2026 
 

MARRIAGE RESEARCH PROJECT 
Researchers are seeking the help of Catholics in their first 
decade of marriage to share their experiences. The Bishops 
Commission for Life, Family and Public Engagement is funding 
the research project, managed by the Parish and Marriage 
Resource Centre (PMRC). 
The project responds to concerns raised in the late Pope 
Francis’ 2016 apostolic exhortation Amoris Laetitia (‘The Joy of 
Love’) that couples in the early years of marriage need 
appropriate accompaniment. The information gathered will 
form a solid evidence base for the bishops to consider and 
develop appropriate pastoral responses and resources for this 
vital stage of married life.  The survey is now live at 
https://thepmrc.org/survey 
 

Variety Sale – Missionary Sisters of St Peter 
Claver 
The Missionary Sisters of St Peter Claver are holding a 

Variety Sale at 71 Margaret St to raise funds for the 

Missions.  The Variety Sale is on Saturday September 26 

from 7.00am - 1.00pm.  There will be antiques, collectables, 

china, books, crafts and linen for sale.   

There will also be a sausage sizzle and cake stall.   

Sisters phone no. is 07 46321818. 

 

https://playforpurpose.com.au/catholic-diocese
https://playforpurpose.com.au/catholic-diocese
https://us.list-manage.com/KRHsGqq5JGz?e=94229d10f2&c2id=853419b829d1c364cd1e867f1728f2e8
https://us.list-manage.com/2dz59s0uIgC?e=94229d10f2&c2id=853419b829d1c364cd1e867f1728f2e8
https://us.list-manage.com/2dz59s0uIgC?e=94229d10f2&c2id=853419b829d1c364cd1e867f1728f2e8
mailto:orders@dow.org.au
https://us.list-manage.com/sSMXWnx1fmh?e=94229d10f2&c2id=853419b829d1c364cd1e867f1728f2e8
https://us.list-manage.com/EgXSA6K_nbc?e=94229d10f2&c2id=853419b829d1c364cd1e867f1728f2e8

