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Parish Priest: Fr Bony Abraham
Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday 9:00am - 1:00pm
Pastoral Coordinator: Jenny Ferguson - olol.pastoralcoordinatori@twhb.catholic.org.au
Mass times: Saturday: 6:30pm Vigil | Sunday: 9.45am
Weekday Liturgy of The Word/Mass - Tuesday and Thursday 10am
Primary School: e: lourdes@twb.catholic.edu.au | p: 45911200
hittps:fwww.ololiwb.catholic.edu.au

We would like to acknowledge the Giabal and Jarowair peoples, Traditional Owners

of this land and pay our respects to their Elders past and present.

First Reading

Wisdom 12:13. 16-19

A reading from the book of Wisdom
In the place of sin, you give repentance.

There is no god, other than you, who
cares for everything, to whom you might
have to prove that you never judged
unjustly. Your justice has its source in
strength, your sovereignty over all
makes you lenient to all. You show your
strength when your sovereign power is
questioned and you expose the
insolence of those who know it; but,
disposing of such strength, you are mild
in judgement, you govern us with great
lenience, for you have only to will, and
your power is there. By acting thus you
have taught a lesson to your people how
the virtuous man must be kindly to his
fellow men, and you have given your
sons the good hope that after sin you will
grant repentance.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 85:5-6.9-10. 15-16. R. v.5

(R.) Lord, you are good and forgiving.

1. O Lord, you are good and forgiving, full
of love to all who call. Give heed, O Lord,
to my prayer and attend to the sound of
my voice . (R.)

2. All the nations shall come to adore
you and glorify your name, O Lord: for
you are great and do marvellous deeds,
you who alone are God. (R.)

3. But you, God of mercy and
compassion, slow to anger, O Lord,
abounding in love and truth, turn and
take pity on me. (R.)

Sunday, 19t July 2026
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A

Second Reading

Romans 8:26-27

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Romans

The Spirit himself pleads for us in a way that
could never be put into words.

The Spirit comes to help us in our
weakness. For when we cannot
choose words in order to pray properly,
the Spirit himself expresses our plea in
a way that could never be put into
words, and God who knows everything
in our hearts knows perfectly well what
he means, and that the pleas of the
saints expressed by the Spirit are
according to the mind of God.

Gospel

Matthew 13:24-43

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Matthew

Let them grow together until the harvest.

Jesus put a parable before the crowds,
‘The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to a man who sowed good
seed in his field. While everybody was
asleep his enemy came, sowed darnel
all among the wheat, and made off.
When the new wheat sprouted and
ripened, the darnel appeared as well.
The owner’s servants went to him and
said, “Sir, was it not good seed that
you sowed in your field? If so, where
does the darnel come from?” “Some
enemy has done this” he answered.
And the servants said, “Do you want us
to go and weed it out?” But he said,
“No, because when you weed out the
darnel you might pull up the wheat
with it. Let them both grow till the
harvest; and at harvest time | shall say
to the reapers: First collect the darnel
and tie it in bundles to be burnt, then
gather the wheat into my barn.” He
put another parable before them, ‘The

kingdom of heaven is like a mustard
seed which a man took and sowed in
his field. It is the smallest of all the
seeds, but when it has grown it is the
biggest shrub of all and becomes a
tree so that the birds of the air come
and shelter in its branches.” He told
them another parable, ‘The kingdom
of heaven is like the yeast a woman
took and mixed in with three measures
of flour till it was leavened all through.’
In all this Jesus spoke to the crowds in
parables; indeed, he would never
speak to them except in parables. This
was to fulfill the prophecy: | will speak
to you in parables and expound things
hidden since the foundation of the
world. Then, leaving the crowds, he
went to the house; and his disciples
came to him and said, ‘Explain the
parable about the darnel in the field to
us.” He said in reply, ‘The sower of the
good seed is the Son of Man. The field
is the world; the good seed is the
subjects of the kingdom; the darnel,
the subjects of the evil one; the enemy
who sowed them, the devil; the
harvest is the end of the world; the
reapers are the angels. Well then, just
as the darnel is gathered up and burnt
in the fire, so it will be at the end of
time. The Son of Man will send his
angels and they will gather out of his
kingdom all things that provoke
offences and all who do evil, and throw
them into the blazing furnace, where
there will be weeping and grinding of
teeth. Then the virtuous will shine like
the sun in the kingdom of their Father.
Listen, anyone who has ears!’

Next Week’s Readings (25th/26t July 2026) - Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A

1st Reading: 1 Kings 3:5.7-12 2nd Reading: Romans 8:28-30 Gospel: Matthew 13:44-52




Parish Activities
ANAM CARA - Wednesday 9.00am in the Presbytery

BAPTISM information mornings are held on the 1st Sunday of the
month at 10.45am. Please phone the office if you wish to attend.

CHILDREN'’S LITURGY - 9.45am Mass (except school holidays) for
children in Prep - Yr 4.

FRIENDSHIP & CRAFT GROUP - meet in the Quiet Room at the Church
every Thursday after the 10am Mass.

LITURGY GROUP - meet every 4th Tuesday of the month at 1pm in the
Presbytery.

LOURDES PRAYER GROUP - meet in the Quiet Room every Tuesday
after the 10am Liturgy of The Word.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL - meet the 1st Monday of each month
at 6.30pm in the Presbytery Meeting Room.

SPRED - meet most Wednesdays during school term at 6.30pm in
the Quiet Room

ST VINCENT DE PAUL - meet on the 2nd and 4th Thursday afternoons
in the quiet room at the church at 2pm.

Parish Councillors

Jo Johnston, Jeni Bonell, Emma Dever, Melissa McLean, Julie
Whittaker, Peter Castles, Georgina Humphrys, Brandon
Joseph, Clare Watson, Jessica Anderson, Chris Golightly,
Bernadette Witham

Safeguarding Children, Young
People and Adults at risk

In Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, we commit ourselves to
ensuring the safety and well-being of children, young people
and adults at risk in our Parish community. The best interests
of the child, young person or adult at risk come first.

Our Parish takes a zero tolerance approach to all forms of
abuse. If you have any concerns about the safety of children,
young people and adults at risk please contact our Parish
Safeguarding Representatives, Sue Whitelegg or Jo and Ray
Johnston on 0437 839 838. If you believe anybody is at
immediate risk of harm you should phone 000. You are
encouraged to provide feedback on Safeguarding policies
and procedures. Toowoomba Diocese Safeguarding
Resources can be found at
https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/safeguarding-policy-

resources/

Have 40U
thoUdht?

Leaven

The parable of the woman placing leaven in
three measures of flour is an intriguing one.
In some translations, the text reads, “The
kingdom of heaven is like leaven which a
woman took and hid in three measures
of flour, till it was all leavened.” Whilst you
might initially hide yeast in some dough,
it doesn't take very long for the yeast to
become apparent as it makes the dough
rise. Such a large quantity of flour suggests
the bread is being prepared for a festival
- perhaps Passover when only unleavened
bread was used? That would put a different
spin on the woman'’s action!

Thought of the week...

HE ASKED TO BE CREMATED...
WHICH, IN HINDSIGHT  WAS
PRoBABLY A BAD IDEA...

Reflection by Father Bony

A Long, Loving Look

"Your might is the source of justice; your mastery over all things makes you lenient to
all." (Wisdom 12:16)

A few years ago, in a psychology class, we were all had to take a simple test that told
me something about myself | wasn't expecting that | related to people, especially under
stress, with what psychologists call an anxious attachment style. In new or uncertain
situations, | noticed | would lean forward, trying to prove myself, to be noticed, to secure
some reassurance that | was safe or wanted. It was a little embarrassing to admit out
loud in a room full of my classmates. It was also one of the most freeing moments I've
had, because suddenly a lot of my own patterns, especially in leadership, especially
under pressure and in strange or new situations, finally made sense.

This week, something new and strange situation began for me: a final placement at
Headspace, a small group of us meeting weekly, a new workplace where I'm simply
another student learning, without any of the roles | usually carry. By every measure,
this should have been exactly the kind of strange, stressful situation that used to send
me leaning forward, trying too hard. Instead, | noticed something different in myself: |
was steady. Not leaning forward, not pulling back, just present. And what struck me
most was what that steadiness produced: | wasn't sizing anyone up or measuring
myself against them. | was just able to look, and to be looked at, without fear. And all |
could experience in me was a genuine sense of curiosity. What a journey, from habits
of defending myself, to pretending, to hiding behind a mask, to now simply being
curious in a new and strange situation.

I've come to believe that's what a secure base does for a person. When we know,
underneath everything, that we are not going to lose our footing, we stop needing to
control how we are seen. We can afford to simply be present, because our own safety
was never really in anyone else's hands to begin with.

Something kept unfolding for me since that class in 2016. What the science named in
me, the Scriptures had already been saying all along: "The mountains may depart and
the hills be removed, but my steadfast love shall not depart from you" (Isaiah 54:10).
God's love was never something | had to lean forward to reach, nor pull back to see if
he would come looking for me. It was already the ground | was standing on.

And once we trust that ground, something shifts in how we look at my own life. We no
longer need to sort ourselves quickly into good or bad to feel safe. We can look longer,
with compassion, at our own weaknesses, the weeds still tangled in there somewhere.
And we can look the same way at what's genuinely good in us, the wheat, without
needing to prove it either. Both are simply allowed to be seen, because we are not
standing on our own performance to hold us up. We're standing on God.

The Jesuit theologian Walter Burghardt once defined contemplation as "a long, loving
look at the real." | think that's exactly what this week has taught me, and exactly what
this Sunday's Gospel is quietly asking of us. The farmer refuses to rip the weeds out
early, not because they don't matter, but because he can afford to wait, to look longer
before he acts. Perhaps that's also how God looks at each of us: patient enough to look
longer, with compassion, at who we already are, still growing, wheat and weed
together, held safely by a love that was never going anywhere. Fr B




Please Pray For...
Recent Deaths: Andrew Philip Kerr

Anniversaries: (17t - 23rd July) Giovanna Frattin, Youland Dawn O’Neil, Roy Bentley, Rosemary Howard, George Tanzer,
Norah Ruhle, Michael James Kruger, Jean Dwan, Joan Murphy, Maureen Chappell, Martha Curr, Maria Cronin, Dave Donovan,
Bill Cronin, Rev Fr Neville Grundy, Rev Fr Joseph Portley, Rev Fr Robert Flynn, Rev Fr Brian Sparksman

Those Who Are Sick: Ray Johnston, Gary Andrews, Elijah, Eileen Reedy, Kev Roberts, Margaret York, Gerard Nolan, Sr
Cecilia Bailey, Peter Reynolds, Kathie Ober, Margaret Conrick, Audrey Bentley, Noel Lipp, Michael (Micky) Lynch, Carmel &
Ron O'Brien, Lillian Roberts, Brian Thomson, Peggy Thies, John Axtell, Tim & Olivia Zvirblis, Mick O'Mara

July Birthdays: Teresa Lee, Cleber Dias, Margaret Naismith, Mary Ondrus, Eloise & Jemima Khoo, Elin Thomson,
Lachlan See, Julie See, Glyn Ferguson, Sr Cecilia Bailey, Anne Mullins, Barry Coonan, Carmel O'Brien

Parish News...

Sat 18" | 0 6.30pm Mass

July

Sun 19" | o 9.45am Mass

July o 10.45am 1st Reconciliation workshop

Mon 20t | o

July

Tues 21t | o 10am LOW

July o 10.30am Prayer Group in the Church

Wed o 9am Anam Cara in the Presbytery

220 July | o 6.30pm SPRED

Thurs o 10am Mass

23 July | o 10.30am Craft and Friendship Group
o 2pm SVDP Meeting

Fri 24th

July

Date Claimers:

19t July - First Reconciliation Workshop at 10.45am
25t/26%h July - World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly
2nd Aygust - Catholic Education Week Thank You Mass and
Morning Tea 9.45am

World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly

Sunday 26 July 2026

World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly will be celebrated
next weekend. It is a wonderful opportunity to celebrate and
give thanks for our grandparents and all the Elderly that play
such an important role in our personal lives, our families and

our parish community.

( for Grandparents

SPRED Toowoomba Fundraiser

SPRED’s annual evening at the Repertory Theatre
“Educating Rita” will be held on Wednesday 5™ August at
7pm for a 7.30pm start. Tickets are $25.00 each and
include wine on arrival, light supper at interval and 5 X
tickets in the multi-draw raffle. Call the SPRED office for
bookings and ticket collection arrangements. Bank details
for direct deposit available. SPRED Toowoomba is on cnr
Hume & Jellico Sts. Office hours 9am - 3.30pm Mon -
Thurs. Ph: 4632 8427 or email spred@twb.catholic.org.au

[N
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Prayer for First Reconciliation
Sacramental Candidates

This weekend is the first workshop for our First
Reconciliation candidates. Please pray for these young
people as they begin their sacramental journey.

Heavenly Father,

We lift up these children preparing for First Reconciliation.
Open their hearts to understand Your unconditional love
and the gift of forgiveness. Grant them the courage to be

honest, the peace to feel Your mercy, and the grace to
grow closer to You through this beautiful sacrament.
Amen

Children’s Liturgy recommences 19" July

Children’s Liturgy is held on Sunday mornings during
school terms at the 9.45am Mass and is designed for
children between Prep and Year 4. The aim is to gather the
children in a separate space to celebrate Liturgy in a way
that is more appropriate to their level of understanding and

dth . . )
anatne E|der|y enable the children to take a more conscious and active
part in the liturgical celebration.
Welcomers Commentary Ministers of the Offertory Extraordinary Ipad Piety
Word Procession Ministers Operator Stall
25t July H. R Johnston .
at MJC,\:;K?V P Kelly ) Jj’[l’;ito” Ward Family | W. C Golightly SFerI:iTO K Ward
6.30pm y W. S Kelly y
26t July H. S Rosentreter
at Ar;(;?nrﬁon T Ryan A éff:g:]e Poulton Family | W. Cleber Dias M Conrick C Redinger
9.45am y W. C Watson
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Weekly Spotlight on our Parish
Groups and Mass Ministries

Family Engagement Part 2
Hospitality Minister
These people recognise and greet by name the people in the
church - building a warm and welcoming community that
recognises and welcomes visitors and newcomers.
Maintenance Team
This team identifies and organises maintenance and repairs
in the Parish. They coordinate working bees when
necessary and liaise with external trades people to
undertake bigger projects.
Social Events Group
The aim of this group is to provide opportunities for
parishioners to get to know other members of the Parish and
foster community spirit. The group co-ordinates various
parish social events and get-togethers throughout the year.
Transport to Mass
These people provide transport to Mass and other parish
events for the frail and elderly who would otherwise not be
able to attend.
Young Children Morning Tea Group
This group provides carers of young children the opportunity
to come together to share experiences and ideas over a
relaxing cuppa and for the children to participate in activities
including craft, playdough, music and stories.
Youth Ministry
This role is to facilitate opportunities for young people to
nurture their personal relationship with God and be
supported and enabled to participate in parish life.

Catholic Education Week Teacher & Staff

Thank You Mass 2" August 2026

You are invited to help recognise and celebrate the
dedication of all those involved in Education in the diocese,
especially those in our parish and school communities. A
Thank You Mass for all involved in education will be held on
Sunday 2" August at 9.45am. All school aged children are
invited to submit a photograph to be displayed as part of the
celebration. Please email to the parish office or drop it in
the mailbox.

Please bring a plate for a shared morning tea following
Mass.

The toilet refurbishment is finished
Many thanks to all those people who helped prepare the
grant submission, the plumbers, painters, tilers and
decorators. All work is now complete and the toilets are
open for use. And they look woqgjerfull!!

)

The Missionary Fundraiser

The Missionary Sisters of St Peter Claver are hosting the
repertory theatre play, EDUCATING RITA by Willy
Russell. This is a hilarious comedy about a working class
girl, Rita, who enrols in an open university course to better
herself. The play tracks her interactions with her lecturer,
Frank, a frustrated academic. Date of the play is MONDAY
AUGUST 3. Doors open at 7.00pm with a 7.25pm
start. Tickets are $25 each and can be purchased from the
Sisters on 07 46321818 or Helen on 0416055976.

Supper will be served and raffle tickets available.
All proceeds go to the Missions.

Abrahamic Faiths Gathering

Date: Tuesday, 4th August 2026

Time: 5.45pm, followed by a light dinner

Venue: Garden City Mosque, 217 West Street, Harristown

The evening will begin with a short presentation by

each faith group on:

“Religious Seasons and Important Days”

> Mohammad Aminul Islam, Imam of Garden City

Mosque.

> Ariel Heber, President and Community Liaison,

Queensland Jewish Community Services Inc.

> Gerard Hore, member of D&TCT and

St Theresa’s Catholic Parish, Toowoomba.

For further information please contact,

Eric Donges - Phone: 0427 639 843 email:

opaeric@gmail.com or John Agnew - Phone: 4666

3225 or email: agnewjj@yahoo.com.au

Organised by the Downs & Toowoomba Churches

Together
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