
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, 17th May 2026 

The Ascension of the Lord - Year A 

Next Week’s Readings (23rd /24th May 2026) – Pentecost Sunday – Year A 
1st Reading: Acts of the Apostles 2:1-11   2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:3-7, 12-13  Gospel: John 20:19-23 

First Reading 
Acts of the Apostles 1:1-11 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

Why are you standing here looking into the sky? 

Jesus has been taken into heaven. 

In my earlier work, Theophilus, I dealt 

with everything Jesus had done and 

taught from the beginning until the day 

he gave his instructions to the apostles 

he had chosen through the Holy Spirit, 

and was taken up to heaven. He had 

shown himself alive to them after his 

Passion by many demonstrations: for 

forty days he had continued to appear to 

them and tell them about the kingdom 

of God. When he had been at table with 

them, he had told them not to 

leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for 

what the Father had promised. ‘It is’ he 

had said, ‘what you have heard me 

speak about: John baptised with water 

but you, not many days from now, will be 

baptised with the Holy Spirit.’ Now 

having met together, they asked him, 

‘Lord, has the time come? Are you going 

to restore the kingdom to Israel?’ He 

replied, ‘It is not for you to know times 

or dates that the Father has decided by 

his own authority, but you will receive 

power when the Holy Spirit comes on 

you, and then you will be my witnesses 

not only in Jerusalem but throughout 

Judaea and Samaria, and indeed to the 

ends of the earth.’ As he said this he 

was lifted up while they looked on, and 

a cloud took him from their sight. They 

were still staring into the sky when 

suddenly two men in white were 

standing near them and they said, ‘Why 

are you men from Galilee standing here 

looking into the sky? Jesus who has 

been taken up from you into heaven, 

this same Jesus will come back in the 

same way as you have seen him go 

there.’ 

. 

 

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 46:2-3. 6-9. R. v.6  

 

(R.) God mounts his throne to shouts 

of joy; a blare of trumpets for the Lord.  

 

1. All peoples, clap your hands, cry to 

God with shouts of joy! For the Lord, 

the Most High, we must fear, great 

king over all the earth (R.) 
 

2. God goes up with shouts of joy; 

the Lord goes up with trumpet blast. 

Sing praise for God, sing praise, 

sing praise to our king, sing praise. (R.) 
 

3. God is king of all the earth. 

Sing praise with all your skill. 

God is king over the nations; 

God reigns on his holy throne. (R.) 
 

Second Reading 
Ephesians 1:17-23 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 

Ephesians 

He made Jesus to sit at his right hand in heaven. 

 

May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the Father of glory, give you a spirit of 

wisdom and perception of what is 

revealed, to bring you to full 

knowledge of him. May he enlighten 

the eyes of your mind so that you can 

see what hope his call holds for you, 

what rich glories he has promised the 

saints will inherit and how infinitely 

great is the power that he has 

exercised for us believers. This you 

can tell from the strength of his power 

at work in Christ, when he used it to 

raise him from the dead and to make 

him sit at his right hand, in heaven, far 

above every Sovereignty, Authority, 

Power, or Domination, or any other 

name that can be named, not only in 

this age, but also in the age to come.  

He has put all things under his feet, 

and made him, as the ruler of 

everything, the head of the Church; 

which is his body, the fullness of him 

who fills the whole creation. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
Matthew 28:19-20 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Go and teach all people my gospel. 

I am with you always, until the end of the 

world. 

Alleluia! 

 

Gospel 
Matthew 28:16-20 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 

Matthew 

All authority in heaven and on earth has been 

given to me.  

 

The eleven disciples set out for Galilee, 

to the mountain where Jesus had 

arranged to meet them. When they 

saw him they fell down before him, 

though some hesitated. Jesus came up 

and spoke to them. He said, ‘All 

authority in heaven and on earth has 

been given to me. Go, therefore, make 

disciples of all the nations; baptise 

them in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 

teach them to observe all the 

commandments I gave to you. And 

know that I am with you always; yes, to 

the end of time.’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Thought of the week… 
 

 

Sunday Reflection...                  Dianne Bergant CSA 

The feast of the Ascension is really a kind of liminal moment in the Easter season. 

It is a time between times, a moment when we have left one place in our journey 

but have not yet arrived at a second. The glory of the Risen Christ has already been 

revealed in us, but not yet totally. The feast itself celebrates the exaltation of Jesus. 

Today we stand awestruck, watching Jesus ascend into the clouds of heaven, there 

to be enthroned at the right hand of God. Today we are overwhelmed by the reality 

of the divinity of the one whom we have known in his humanity. Like the conquering 

creator-god, he has overcome his enemy (death) and now reigns over his new 

creation (the church). 

Christ who ascended into heaven in his body carries on what he began on earth 

through his new body, the church. He teaches through its apostles and evangelists. 

He ministers through its prophets and pastors. In and through the church, Jesus 

continues to heal and to comfort; to forgive and to include. We have not been left 

alone; we have his power, the same power with which he performed marvels when 

he walked the earth. We have not been left alone; we have each other. Together 

we make up the new body of Christ. Together we await the fullness of this body. It 

is this new body that stands in between the times, secure in what we have, 

confident of what we will be given. 

 

 

 

   

Parish Activities 
 

ANAM CARA – Wednesday 9.00am in the Presbytery 
 

BAPTISM information mornings are held on the 1st Sunday of the 

month at 10.45am.  Please phone the office if you wish to attend. 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY - 9.45am Mass (except school holidays) for 

children in Prep - Yr 4. 
 

FRIENDSHIP & CRAFT GROUP - meet in the Quiet Room at the Church 

every Thursday after the 10am Mass. 
 

LITURGY GROUP - meet every 4th Tuesday of the month at 1pm in the 

Presbytery. 
 

LOURDES PRAYER GROUP - meet in the Quiet Room every Tuesday 

after the 10am Liturgy of The Word. 
 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL – meet the 1st Monday of each month 

at 6.30pm in the Presbytery Meeting Room. 
 

SPRED – meet most Wednesdays during school term at 6.30pm in 

the Quiet Room 
 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL - meet on the 2nd and 4th Thursday afternoons 

in the quiet room at the church at 2pm. 
 

 

 

 

 

Parish Councillors 
Jo Johnston, Jeni Bonell,  Emma Dever, Melissa McLean, Julie 

Whittaker, Peter Castles, Georgina Humphrys, Brandon 

Joseph, Clare Watson 
 

Safeguarding Children, Young 
People and Adults at risk 
In Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, we commit ourselves to 

ensuring the safety and well-being of children, young people 

and adults at risk in our Parish community. The best interests 

of the child, young person or adult at risk come first.  

Our Parish takes a zero tolerance approach to all forms of 

abuse. If you have any concerns about the safety of children, 

young people and adults at risk please contact our Parish 

Safeguarding Representatives, Sue Whitelegg or Jo and Ray 

Johnston on 0437 839 838.  If you believe anybody is at 

immediate risk of harm you should phone 000. You are 

encouraged to provide feedback on Safeguarding policies 

and procedures.   Toowoomba Diocese Safeguarding  
 

Resources can be found at 

https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/safeguarding-policy-

resources/ 

© Dianne Bergant CSA 

© Dianne Bergant CSA 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

   

 

 

 
 
 

 
  

 Welcomers Commentary Ministers of the 

Word 

Offertory 

Procession 

Extraordinary 

Ministers 

Ipad 

Operator 

Piety  

Stall 

23rd May 

at 

6.30pm 

M Cushway 

J Michel 
P Kelly 

C Ferguson 

J Soriano 
Ward Family 

H. E Castles 

W. B Witham 

W. S Kelly 

M Connell G Schoorl 

24th May 

at 

9.45am 

Dias Family K Langdale 
B Trenerry 

M Ondrus 

A Cournane 

D Young 

H.  T Ryan 

W. C Watson 

W. R Fallon 

J Anderson M Webb 

Parish News... 
 

Sat 

16th May 
o 6.30pm Mass 

 

Sun 

17th May 
o 9.45am Mass  

 

Mon 

18th May 
o 10am BUPA Visitation 

o 3.30pm Practice for Confirmation 

Tues 

19th May 
o 10am LOW  

o 10.30am Prayer Group 

o 6pm Sacrament of Confirmation 

Wed 

20th May 
o Nativity of John the Baptist 

o 9am Anam Cara in the Presbytery 

o 6.30pm SPRED 

Thurs  

21st May 
o 10am Mass 

o 10.30am Craft and Friendship Group 

o 3.30pm Practice for First Communion 

Fri 

22nd May 
 

 

 

 

Date Claimers: 
23rd /24th May – Pentecost Sunday 

24th May – 11.30am Sacrament of First Eucharist 

25th May – Feast of Our Lady Help of Christians Patroness of 

Australia 

30/31st May – Feast of the Most Holy Trinity 
 

Synod Listening Session here at OLOL Parish 
Sunday 14th June – 11am – 1pm in the church.  

Light refreshments provided. Click here to register or go to 

https://www.trybooking.com/DMENL  

All are warmly invited to join a Diocesan Synod Listening 

Session here at Our Lady of Lourdes. For catering purposes, 

registration is essential.  

Other times and dates for Listening Sessions are: 

Online: Tues 26 May 10-11.30am via Teams 

Tues 16 June, 6-8pm at Micah Centre, Toowoomba Catholic 

Schools Office, Toowoomba 

Click here to register or go to 

https://www.trybooking.com/eventlist/toowoombasynodliste

ningsessions 

 
 

Please Pray For...   
 

Recent Deaths:   
Anniversaries: (15th – 21st May) Leila Hanchard, Olga Prior, Francis Allport, Patricia Butler, Fr Jim Bishop, Marie Brewer, 

Paul Dau, Brian Egart, Carmel Ryan, Mariea Collins, Edna May Carey, Jack Barrie, Fr Garrett Murphy, Fr Michael Herbert, 

Msgr Thomas Nolan, Msgr Edward Concannon,  
 

Those Who Are Sick: Tom O’Mara, Eileen Reedy, Kev Roberts, Margaret York, Gerard Nolan, Sr Cecilia Bailey, Peter 

Reynolds, Peter Hickey, Kathie Ober, Brian Reardon, Margaret Conrick, Audrey Bentley, Noel Lipp, Michael (Micky) Lynch, 

Carmel & Ron O'Brien, Lillian Roberts, Brian Thomson, Peggy Thies, John Axtell, Tim & Olivia Zvirblis, Mick O'Mara 
 

May Birthdays: Gabe Hoopert, John Trueman, Libby Ferguson, Bernie Dever, Abigail Schoorl, Janice Moore, Brian 

Reardon, Emily Dwan, Mark Whitelegg, Noah Morrow, Charlie Schoorl, MK Thomson 

 

 
Parish Pastoral Council Elections Update 
The Parish Pastoral Council thanks Jessica Anderson, Chris 

Golightly and Bernadette Witham for generously accepting 

their nomination to serve on council and their 

preparedness to serve the parish community.  These 

members have been appointed to the PPC from 1st July 

without the need to go to election.  A special thank you to 

Julie Whittaker for her contribution to the PPC over the last 

three years and Emma Dever and Melissa McLean for their 

commitment to another twelve months on the PPC.  The full 

membership of the PPC is now 11 members. 
 

Parish Planned Giving Program 
Just a reminder to complete a Planned Giving form and 

pledge your annual contribution amount. Contributions can 

be made through Direct Debit or Planned Giving envelopes. 

Click here to access the Online Form or paper copies are 

available at the back of the church.  Thank you for your 

generous contributions. 

 
Thank you to all our volunteers 
A special thank you to all of our parishioners who give their 

time in support of our parish. Your contribution is very 

much appreciated and valued.  National volunteer week 

runs from 18-24th May and this year’s theme is Your Year 

to Volunteer.  National Volunteer Week 2026 celebrates 

the commitment of current volunteers and invites everyone 

to discover how giving their time and talents can spark joy, 

and a deep sense of purpose.  Click here to learn more.   
 

The Sacrament of First Reconciliation 

Registration is now open for the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation program for 2026. If your child is in Year 3 

and has been Baptised, they are eligible to enrol. Please 

click here to register for the Sacramental Program. If your 

child is not yet Baptised and you would like to enquire 

about the Sacrament of Baptism, please click here or 

contact the Parish Office. Registrations for the Sacrament 

of Reconciliation close on Friday 12th June 2026.  

 
 

 

 

https://www.trybooking.com/DMENL
https://www.trybooking.com/DMENL
https://www.trybooking.com/eventlist/toowoombasynodlisteningsessions
https://www.trybooking.com/eventlist/toowoombasynodlisteningsessions
https://www.trybooking.com/eventlist/toowoombasynodlisteningsessions
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=DQSIkWdsW0yxEjajBLZtrQAAAAAAAAAAAAO__TrCFXFUQVBJMVRCU0ZTWTIzWEtSRzBFSkYwRFFJMy4u
https://www.volunteeringaustralia.org/get-involved/nationalvolunteerweek/
https://1drv.ms/b/c/24fd6a707fdca119/IQAzwZSnONjjTJwHGXrLMyAjAXdxgrSgQkEvf8jTcTa0TTU?e=la950A
https://forms.office.com/r/VDEgEYDkPx?origin=lprLink


 

 
 

 

 

https://www.graphicproducts.

com/ 

Prayer for Confirmation/First Communion 
Candidates 

 

Lord, You send out Your Spirit to touch the hearts of all 

people, 

so that they may believe in You and in Jesus whom You 

sent. 

Look kindly on all candidates for Confirmation and First 

Communion as they listen to Your voice. 

Open their hearts to Your Spirit and bring to fulfillment 

the good work that You have begun in them. 

As we prepare these children for Confirmation, 

make each of us an instrument of Your love. 

Teach us to appreciate what is holy in others, 

and to be patient with what we do not understand. 

Deepen our faith in the Gospel 

and help us to pass it on by our example. 

We pray that You will continue to guide us and sustain us. 

Through Christ our Lord,  
 

Amen. 

 
 
    
 

 
     

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

ECUMENICAL PRAYER SERVICE: UNITY WEEK 

Date: 21/5/26 Time: 10:00am 

Where: St Luke’s Anglican Church, Tmba 

Let’s come together to seek peace, healing, and direction. 

Everyone is welcome. Bring a friend. 

See flyer for details. 
 

NATIONAL SORRY DAY EVENT 

Date: 26/5/26 Tuesday 

Time: 7:30am 

Where: Yarning Circle, Gumbi Gumbi Gardens, USQ, Tmba 

All are welcome to participate in this meaningful event where we 

remember and acknowledge the mistreatment of Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander people who were forcibly removed from 

their families. See flyer. 
 

ECUMENICAL SEMINAR: HOW DO WE READ THE BIBLE 

Date: 10-12/7/26 

Where: Brescia House, St Ursula’s College, Tmba 

Cost: from $50pp per day, see flyer for further costs 

You are warmly invited to take part in an upcoming Ecumenical 

Seminar hosted by Downs & Toowoomba Churches Together, 

featuring insights from Margit Hubbers (QCT Board Member) 

and Neil Bergmann (QCT Commission Member). Join us for a 

meaningful opportunity to explore faith and unity across our 

Christian communities. See flyer for details and how to register. 
 

ACMRO NATIONAL CONFERENCE 2026: MIGRANT 

COMMUNITIES IN A SYNODAL CHURCH 

Date: 25-26/08/26 

Where: Mary MacKillop Place, North Sydney 

Cost: from $143pp day pass, see website for further costs 

The aim of the conference is to acknowledge and celebrate the 

faith, gifts, contributions, and resilience of migrant communities, 

as well as the richness they bring to the church in Australia and 

wider society. It will also give particular attention to the dynamic 

role of migrant communities within a synodal Church. Visit 

website for further information and book tickets. 

Job Vacancy - Parish Secretary — St Anthony's Parish, 

Toowoomba. Part-Time (24 hours per week) 

St Anthony's Parish is seeking a warm, organised and 

professional Parish Secretary to join our parish team. This is 

a meaningful role at the heart of parish life. You will be the 

first point of welcome for parishioners and visitors, providing 

skilled administrative, financial and office support to the 

Parish Priest and parish community.  We are looking for 

someone who brings: 

• Strong administration and bookkeeping experience 

• Excellent communication and people skills 

• A genuine respect for the mission and values of the 

Catholic Church 

• Willingness to learn our parish systems, including PACEM 

and Xero 

This is a part-time position of 24 hours per week, based at 

our parish office in Harristown. For a copy of the Position 

Description or to submit an expression of interest, please 
contact:  stanthonysparish@twb.catholic.org.au  

Applications close: 29 May 2026. 

 

Peter Claver Sisters Cent Sale 
The Peter Claver Sisters are holding a Cent Sale on 

Saturday May 30 at the St Patrick's Cathedral Centre on 

Neil St.  Entry fee is $10.  Children 12 and under are 

free.  Multi draw prizes include 2 hampers, fruit, 

vegetable and meat trays.  Doors open at 12.00 

noon.  Afternoon tea is served at 1.30pm and calling will 

start at 2.00pm.  All proceeds go to the Missions.  The 

Sisters can be contacted on 07 46321818. 

 

2026 SPRED EOFY Appeal  
For 40 years, SPRED has created a place of belonging, faith 

and joy for people with intellectual disabilities and for the 

volunteers who walk alongside them. 

Friends like Thomas cherish “friends and prayer,” while 

long-time volunteer Kate reflects, “You think you’re coming 

to give something, but you get so much more in return.” 

SPRED is more than a program - it’s a community where 

everyone is welcomed just as they are. As we approach the 

end of the financial year, we need your help to keep this vital 

ministry going. 

Donate today: www.twb.catholic.org.au/donate  

 
 

 
 

 

Laudato Si’ Week May 17th – 24th 2026 
Laudato Si' Week 2026 invites us to move from hope to 

action. Hope is not passive; it is lived and shared through 

daily decisions, community life, prayer, and concrete acts 

of care. This commemorative year reminds us that 

ecological conversion grows step by step, through 

restored relationships, protected creation, and 

strengthened communities. The next chapter of Laudato 

Si' begins with us, wherever we are.  Click here for 10 

concrete actions you can take. 

https://us.list-manage.com/RZnn2_RvoRl?e=94229d10f2&c2id=853419b829d1c364cd1e867f1728f2e8
https://us.list-manage.com/aYPaQoNB5Rl?e=94229d10f2&c2id=853419b829d1c364cd1e867f1728f2e8
https://us.list-manage.com/BkJRGaC4jUb?e=94229d10f2&c2id=853419b829d1c364cd1e867f1728f2e8
https://us.list-manage.com/I4wm0cTJ98z?e=94229d10f2&c2id=853419b829d1c364cd1e867f1728f2e8
https://us.list-manage.com/I4wm0cTJ98z?e=94229d10f2&c2id=853419b829d1c364cd1e867f1728f2e8
mailto:stanthonysparish@twb.catholic.org.au
http://www.twb.catholic.org.au/donate
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1O2C3KDzBvhifSdGAwpdEzNH1mq4d-vqw/view

