Wefoam 7 OUR LADY OF LOURDES PARISH

153 Holberton St, Toowoomba | p: 46341453
Email: ourladyoflourdesparish@twb.catholic.org.au | hittps:/www.ololparish.org.au ﬁ

Parish Priest: Fr Bony Abraham
Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday 9:00am - 1:00pm
Pastoral Coordinator: Jenny Ferguson - olol.pastoralcoordinatori@twhb.catholic.org.au
Mass times: Saturday: 6:30pm Vigil | Sunday: 9.45am
Weekday Liturgy of The Word/Mass - Tuesday and Thursday 10am
Primary School: e: lourdes@twb.catholic.edu.au | p: 45911200
hittps:fwww.ololiwb.catholic.edu.au

We would like to acknowledge the Giabal and Jarowair peoples, Traditional Owners

of this land and pay our respects to their Elders past and present.

First Reading

Isaiah 56:1.6-7

A reading from the prophet Isaiah

I will lead the foreigners to my holy mountain.

Thus says the Lord: Have a care for
justice, act with integrity, for soon my
salvation will come and my integrity be
manifest. Foreigners who have attached
themselves to the Lord to serve him and
to love his name and be his servants -
all who observe the sabbath, not
profaning it, and cling to my covenant -
these | will bring to my holy mountain. |
will make them joyful in my house of
prayer. Their holocausts and their
sacrifices will be accepted on my altar,
for my house will be called a house of
prayer for all the peoples.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 66:2-3 5-6. 8. R. v.4

(R.) O God, letall the nations praise you!

1. O God, be gracious and bless us and
let your face shed its light upon us. So
will your ways be known upon earthand
all nations learn your saving help. (R.)

2. Let the nations be glad and exult for
you rule the world with justice. With
fairness you rule the peoples, you guide
the nations on earth. (R.)

3. Letthe peoples praise you, O God; let
all the peoples praise you. May God still
give us his blessing till the ends of the
earth revere him. (R.)

Sunday, 16" August 2026
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A

Second Reading

Romans 11:13-15. 29-32

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Romans

The gifts and call of God are irrevocable.

Let me tell you pagans this: | have
been sent to the pagans as their
apostle, and | am proud of being sent,
but the purpose of it is to make my
own people envious of you, and in this
way save some of them. Since their
rejection meant the reconciliation of
the world, do you know what their
admission will mean? Nothing less
than a resurrection from the dead!
God never takes back his gifts or
revokes his choice. Just as you
changed from being disobedient to
God, and now enjoy mercy because of
their disobedience, so those who are
disobedient now - and only because
of the mercy shown to you - will also
enjoy mercy eventually. God has
imprisoned all men in their own
disobedience only to show mercy to all
mankind.

Gospel Acclamation
Matthew 4:23

Alleluia, alleluia!

Jesus preached the Good News of the
kingdom and healed all who were sick.
Alleluia!

Gospel

Matthew 15:21-28

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Matthew

Woman, you have great faith.

Jesus left Gennesaret and withdrew to
the region of Tyre and Sidon. Then out
came a Canaanite woman from that
district and started shouting, ‘Sir, Son
of David, take pity on me. My daughter
is tormented by a devil.” But he
answered her not a word. And his
disciples went and pleaded with him.
‘Give her what she wants,” they said
‘because she is shouting after us.” He
said in reply, ‘l was sent only to the lost
sheep of the House of Israel.” But the
woman had come up and was kneeling
at his feet. ‘Lord,” she said ‘help me.’
He replied, ‘It is not fair to take the
children’s food and throw it to the
house-dogs.” She retorted, ‘Ah yes, sir;
but even house-dogs can eat the
scraps that fall from their master’s
table.” Then Jesus answered her,
‘Woman, you have great faith. Let your
wish be granted.” And from that
moment her daughter was well again.

You have great faith.

Let your wish be granted.
And from that moment her
daughter was well again.
Matthew 15:28

Next Week’s Readings (22nd/23rd Aug 2026) - Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A

1st Reading: Isaiah 22:19-23 2nd Reading: Romans 11:33-36 Gospel: Matthew 16:13-20




Parish Activities
ANAM CARA - Wednesday 9.00am in the Presbytery

BAPTISM information mornings are held on the 1st Sunday of the
month at 10.45am. Please phone the office if you wish to attend.

CHILDREN'’S LITURGY - 9.45am Mass (except school holidays) for
children in Prep - Yr 4.

FRIENDSHIP & CRAFT GROUP - meet in the Quiet Room at the Church
every Thursday after the 10am Mass.

LITURGY GROUP - meet every 4th Tuesday of the month at 1pm in the
Presbytery.

LOURDES PRAYER GROUP - meet in the Quiet Room every Tuesday
after the 10am Liturgy of The Word.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL - meet the 1st Monday of each month
at 6.30pm in the Presbytery Meeting Room.

SPRED - meet most Wednesdays during school term at 6.30pm in
the Quiet Room

ST VINCENT DE PAUL - meet on the 2nd and 4th Thursday afternoons
in the quiet room at the church at 2pm.

Parish Councillors

Jessica Anderson, Jeni Bonell, Peter Castles, Chris Golightly,
Georgina Humphrys, Jo Johnston, Brandon Joseph, Melissa
McLean, Clare Watson, Bernadette Witham

Safeguarding Children, Young
People and Adults at risk

In Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, we commit ourselves to
ensuring the safety and well-being of children, young people
and adults at risk in our Parish community. The best interests
of the child, young person or adult at risk come first.

Our Parish takes a zero tolerance approach to all forms of
abuse. If you have any concerns about the safety of children,
young people and adults at risk please contact our Parish
Safeguarding Representatives, Sue Whitelegg or Jo and Ray
Johnston on 0437 839 838. If you believe anybody is at
immediate risk of harm you should phone 000. You are
encouraged to provide feedback on Safeguarding policies
and procedures. Toowoomba Diocese Safeguarding
Resources can be found at
https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/safeguarding-policy-
resources/

The Retort of the Poor

Reflection by Father Bony

perspectlf
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As we passed through a little village near
Sidon this Canaanite woman suddenly
started calling on the master to help her

daughter. We all expected the master to
help her out as usual but he really put her in
her place! He told her that his ministry was
not for pagans like her. That should have
stopped her, but she kept on and on, even
turning the master's words back on him!
She was so rude. We were about to push
her out of the way so that the master could
move on when he suddenly told her that
her faith was great and that her daughter
was better. Great faith? A Canaanite? He

never ceases to surprise us!

Thought of the week...

S GOD'S JOB,

obedience s yours.

This is, quite literally, a reflection from on high. As | write, | am crossing this Great
South Land of the Holy Spirit, 30,000 feet above the ground, on my way to India.
And, if | am honest, even at the middle age, | feel as excited as a Kindergarten boy
waiting for the final bell. | am going to see my mother.

Her name is Clara. She is five foot one, so you can stop wondering where | got my
height from. She has always been modest and unassuming, with very little interest
in fashion. She never had formal employment. Her small income came from raising
chickens and ducks and making coir. She raised three children, although God had
mercy on her and saved her one by calling him to be a priest!

Like many women of her generation, Mum lived mostly in the shadow of my father.
Yet, as | have grown older, | have come to recognise the remarkable woman behind
that quiet and gentle appearance. She is determined, resilient and deeply
prayerful. She is also a skilled negotiator and diplomat, qualities | did not fully
appreciate when | was younger. Life has demanded much from her. She suffered
a stroke on the eve of moving into the dream home she and Dad had built. Fifteen
years of living with Parkinson’s followed. Then came Dad’s death, knee surgery,
her children living far away and long periods of isolation.

Occasionally, | write about Mum, not because | want to canonise her or pretend
that she is perfect, but because, in retrospect, | have developed such deep respect
for her as a woman.

Perhaps this is why | found myself thinking of her while praying with this Sunday’s
Gospel. The Canaanite woman comes to Jesus pleading for her daughter. At first,
Jesus is silent. The disciples want her sent away. When he finally speaks, his
answer appears to close the door on her. Yet she refuses to leave. She takes the
very image that seems to exclude her and finds within it an opening for mercy:
“Even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.”

Her faith is great not because she quietly waits for a better answer. It is great
because she refuses to let a painful answer become the final word. She does not
walk away from Jesus, nor does she give up on her daughter. She stays in the
relationship. She negotiates, while continuing to trust.

| do not remember Mum arguing with God in this way. But | have watched her do
something similar through the long, ordinary struggles of life. She kept adapting,
praying and finding a way forward. She negotiated with iliness, loss and loneliness
without letting go of God’s hand. Meek on the outside, but immovable underneath.
There are many women like this among us. They do not consider themselves
heroic. They simply keep going, loving, praying, advocating and holding families
together in ways that often remain unnoticed.

This week, | invite you to remember your own Clara: your mother, grandmother,
mother figure, sister, friend or another strong woman who shaped your life;
someone who continued to trust God without becoming passive and someone who
negotiated life’s difficulties without giving up. | am just about to walk through the
door and give, someone like that, a warm tender grateful kiss. Fr B




Please Pray For...
Recent Deaths:

Anniversaries: (14t - 20t Aug) Estelle Edge, Audrey Davies, John Stephen, Francis Topp,

Those Who Are Sick: Barry Coonan, Ray Johnston, Gary Andrews, Eileen Reedy, Kev Roberts, Margaret York, Gerard
Nolan, Sr Cecilia Bailey, Peter Reynolds, Kathie Ober, Margaret Conrick, Audrey Bentley, Noel Lipp, Michael (Micky) Lynch, Carmel
& Ron O'Brien, Lillian Roberts, Brian Thomson, Peggy Thies, John Axtell, Tim & Olivia Zvirblis, Mick O'Mara
August Birthdays: Maria Morcom, Ashley Coonan, Sr Mary Cleary, Joan MacGinley, Terry McGovern, Anne Cournane,
Ros Coonan, Carlos De Silva, Pat O’Sullivan, Abbie Jones, Simon Ferguson, Sarah Kelly

Parish News...

Sat o 6.30pm Mass

15t Aug

Sun o 9.45am Mass with Children’s Liturgy
16t Aug

Mon o 10am BUPA Visitation

17t Aug

Tues o 10am LOW

18" Aug | o 10.30am Prayer Group in the Church
Wed o 9am Anam Cara in the Presbytery
19t Aug | o 6.30pm SPRED

Thur o 10am Mass

20" Aug | o 10.30am Craft and Friendship Group
Fri

21st Aug

Date Claimers

22nd/23rd Aug - Flick and Tick

23rd Aug - Sacramental Workshop 3
29th/30th Aug - Social Justice Sunday

Mass times from 5t"/6th September

A calendar showing the revised Mass times is available at the
church entrances. Please take one home with you.

bth/6th September - St Anthony’s Parish 5.30pm & 8am

6t September - OLOL Parish 9.45am

12th/13th September - OLOL Parish 5.30pm & 9.45am

13th September - St Anthony’s Parish 8am

Church Grounds tidy up

The Gardening & Maintenance group is
planning a tidy up of the church grounds
and gardens for the parish jubilee in
November. Please come along and lend
a hand from 8.30am - 12pm on Sat
12th Sept. A bbqg lunch will follow.

Fr Bony Annual Leave

Fr Bony is taking a well-deserved break over the next few
weeks. He will be taking time to visit his family and will return
for the weekend of the 5th/6th September. We thank Fr BJ and
Fr Cronin for filling in while Fr Bony is away.

Planned Giving Regular Reporting
Thank you for your ongoing generosity and support of our
parish. Please see below the finance update for June

2026.

May 2026 June 2026
Loose Plate $2,315.10 $2,773.85
Envelopes $1,580.00 $1,481.00
Direct Debits $6,747.00 $8,386.00
Total Income $10,642.10 | $12,640.85
Less General Expenses | $13,372.95 | $17,035.44
Surplus/(Shortfall) ($2,730.85) | ($4,394.59)

A Blessed Pastoral Visit from Bishop Ken
It was a great joy and

blessing to have Bishop Ken
join our parish and school
community for his three-day
pastoral visit. During his time
with us, Bishop Ken visited
Our Lady of Lourdes School,
meeting with students and
staff, celebrated Mass for
the Feast of St Mary of the
Cross MacKillop, and spent
time with our priests, parish
leaders and ministry teams.
He also visited members of

our community who are
elderly or unwell, offering them prayer, conversation and
his warm presence. On Sunday, Bishop Ken celebrated
Mass with us and met with our children preparing for their
First Reconciliation. His kindness, humility and genuine
care touched many hearts throughout his visit. We are very
grateful to Bishop Ken for sharing his time and faith so
generously with us. We also sincerely thank everyone who
helped prepare and coordinate the visit. Thank you, Bishop
Ken, for being with us. May God bless you abundantly and

keep you always in His care.

Welcomers Commentary Ministers of the Offertory Extraordinary Ipad Piety
Word Procession Ministers Operator Stall
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Weekly Spotlight on our Parish
Groups and Mass Ministries

Liturgy Part 2

Consolation Group

Consolation Group members provide support to bereaved
families and assist them to plan the funeral Mass or Liturgy
for their deceased loved one. The team assists the family to
select prayers, hymns, readings and attends the funeral to
assist the celebrant and family as required.

Decorator for Sacred Space

Creating a sacred space through the use of a cross, bible,
candle, flowers, banners, art and symbols assists us in
prayer. These ministers are supported by the Liturgy Group
and draw inspiration from knowledge of the Church’s
liturgical year to create this sacred space.

Liturgy Group

The work of the Liturgy Group encompasses all ministries in
the sacramental life of the Parish to collectively prepare
Prayers, Hymns, Responses, Welcome Message and Church
decorations to support and enhance the Liturgical
celebration.

Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion Leaders for
Weekdays

Using the guidelines set out by the Diocesan Liturgical
Commission, these leaders provide Liturgy of the Word with
Holy Communion on weekdays when a priest is not
available.

Create a safe place for people to share
their story and be heard,
as we come together as friends

GRIEF & LOSS
// SUPPORT

Any loss through a disruptive event
Loss of a loved one
Divorce
Job or financial loss
Separation from family
Loss through illness

3RD TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH
1:00PM - 2:30PM
HumeRidge Church Chapel

FOR MORE INFO EMAIL:
HELLO@HUMERIDGE.CHUCH

EN EWS;};\:U PDATE

A newsletter from the Catholic Diocese of Toowoomba for
clergy, parishes, schools, staff and the wider community.

ABRAHAMIC FAITHS GATHERING

Date: 1/9/26 Tuesday  Time: 5:45pm

Where: Garden City Mosque, 217 West St Tmba

The evening will begin with a short presentation by each faith
group on “Religious Seasons and Important Days”.
Presentations will be followed by a light dinner.

See flyer for details.

TOOWOOMBA TRAILS ST PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL TOUR
Date: 26/9/26  Time: 1:30pm-3:00pm

Where: Starting at TCSO carpark off Lawrence St Tmba

Cost: $28.50 book here

St Patrick's Cathedral has dominated the skyline for almost 140
years as a fine example of a Victorian Gothic Church, a place of
worship since its consecration on March 17 1889. The building
has a myriad of stories to tell if you listen carefully. Stories not
only of the building and precinct themselves, but also of the
growth and development of Toowoomba and the Darling
Downs. Find out more and register here.

NATSICC RETREAT

Date: 29/11-2/12/26  Where: Alice Springs NT

Registration for the 2026 NATSICC Spirituality Retreat is now
open for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Catholics - and
those who walk alongside us on our journey.

Community and Organisational delegates are welcome to
attend as we explore and celebrate the 40th Anniversary of St
Pope John Paul II's address to Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Peoples in Alice Springs and build on our own
foundation of Faith.

Find out more and register here.

SAVE THE DATE: 150 YEARS OF CATHOLIC EDUCATION
IN DALBY

Date: 21-23/5/27

The celebration weekend will include Mass, a Black Tie Dinner,
and School Tours. Planning continues for our 150-year
celebrations. We are hoping to welcome back past students and
staff of St Columba’s School (Primary 1877-2007), St Mary’s
College (Secondary 1963-2007) and Our Lady of the Southern
Cross College (2008 - today) as part of our celebrations with
current staff, students and families, so spread the word with all
you know!

VINNIES@UNISQ CLUB

The St Vincent de Paul Society in Toowoomba are working to
establish Vinnies@UniSQ Club. While the club is being
launched in partnership with UniSQ Student Guild/Clubs, it is
open not only to university students but also to young people
and young adults from the broader community who are
interested in making a difference.

Reqister vyour interest here or contact Kristie McKean,
Membership & Development Officer, St Vincent de Paul Society
Toowoomba Diocese, at kristie.mckean@svdpqld.org.au
Download newsletter ad or social media tile

SIMPLICITY SEPTEMBER SUPPORTING PALMS
INTERNATIONAL VOLUNTEERING

Palms Australia is a Catholic international development
organisation that has been connecting Australians with
overseas communities through its Global Mission program since
1956. This September, Palms is inviting people to take part in
Simplicity September, a fundraising campaign that encourages
participants to choose a personal simplicity challenge, reflect on
the role of busyness in their lives, and seek sponsorship from
family and friends as they build new habits and embrace a more
mindful way of living. Find out more at their website.
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