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First Reading

Sirach 27:30-28:7

A reading from the prophet Ecclesiasticus
Forgive your neighbour’s faults and when you pray,
your sins will be forgiven.

Resentment and anger, these are foul
things, and both are found with the
sinner. He who exacts vengeance will
experience the vengeance of the Lord,
who keeps strict account of sin. Forgive
your neighbour the hurt he does you,
and when you pray, your sins will be
forgiven. If a man nurses anger against
another, can he then demand
compassion from the Lord? Showing no
pity for a man like himself, can he then
plead for his own sins? Mere creature of
flesh, he cherishes resentment; who will
forgive him his sins? Remember the last
things, and stop hating, remember
dissolution and death, and live by the
commandments. Remember the
commandments, and do not bear your
neighbour ill-will; remember the
covenant of the Most High, and overlook
the offence.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 102:1-4.9-12. R. v.8

(R.) The Lord is kind and merciful; slow
to anger and rich in compassion.

1. My soul, give thanks to the Lord,
all my being, bless his holy name.

My soul, give thanks to the Lord

and never forget all his blessings. (R.)

2. It is he who forgives all your guilt,
who heals every one of your ills, who
redeems your life from the grave, who
crowns you with love and compassion.
(R.)
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3. His wrath will come to an end;

he will not be angry for ever.

He does not treat us according to our
sins nor repay us according to our
faults. (R.)

4. For as the heavens are high above
the earth so strong is his love for
those who fear him. As far as the east
is from the west so far does he
remove our sins. (R.)

Second Reading

Romans 14:7-9

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Romans

Whether alive or dead, we belong to the Lord
The life and death of each of us has its
influence on others; if we live, we live
for the Lord; and if we die, we die for
the Lord, so that alive or dead we
belong to the Lord. This explains why
Christ both died and came to life, it
was so that he might be Lord both of
the dead and of the living.

Gospel Acclamation

John 13:34

Alleluia, alleluia!

| give you a new commandment: love
one another as | have love you.
Alleluia!

Gospel

Matthew 18:21-35

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Matthew

| tell you that you forgive not seven times but
seventy times seven.

Peter went up to Jesus and said, ‘Lord,
how often must | forgive my brother if
he wrongs me? As often as seven
times?’ Jesus answered, ‘Not seven, |
tell you, but seventy-seven times.

We would like to acknowledge the Giabal and Jarowair peoples, Traditional Owners
of this land and pay our respects to their Elders past and present.

‘And so the kingdom of heaven may be
compared to a king who decided to
settle his accounts with his servants.
When the reckoning began, they
brought him a man who owed ten
thousand talents; but he had no
means of paying, so his master gave
orders that he should be sold, together
with his wife and children and all his
possessions, to meet the debt. At this,
the servant threw himself down at his
master’s feet. “Give me time,” he said
“and | will pay the whole sum.” And the
servant’s master felt so sorry for him
that he let him go and cancelled the
debt. Now as this servant went out, he
happened to meet a fellow servant
who owed him one hundred denarii;
and he seized him by the throat and
began to throttle him. “Pay what you
owe me”, he said. His fellow servant
fell at his feet and implored him,
saying, “Give me time and | will pay
you.” But the other would not agree; on
the contrary, he had him thrown into
prison till he should pay the debt. His
fellow servants were deeply distressed
when they saw what had happened,
and they went to their master and
reported the whole affair to him. Then
the master sent for him. “You wicked
servant,” he said. “l cancelled all that
debt of yours when you appealed to
me. Were you not bound, then, to have
pity on your fellow servant just as | had
pity on you?” And in his anger the
master handed him over to the
torturers till he should pay all his debt.
And that is how my heavenly Father
will deal with you unless you each
forgive your brother from your heart.’

Next Week’s Readings (19h/20th Sep 2026) - Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A

1st Reading: Isaiah 55:6-9 2nd Reading: Philippians 1:20-24. 27 Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16




Parish Activities
ANAM CARA - Wednesday 9.00am in the Presbytery

BAPTISM information mornings are held on the 1st Sunday of the
month at 10.45am. Please phone the office if you wish to attend.

CHILDREN'’S LITURGY - 9.45am Mass (except school holidays) for
children in Prep - Yr 4.

FRIENDSHIP & CRAFT GROUP - meet in the Quiet Room at the Church
every Thursday after the 10am Mass.

LITURGY GROUP - meet every 4th Tuesday of the month at 1pm in the
Presbytery.

LOURDES PRAYER GROUP - meet in the Quiet Room every Tuesday
after the 10am Liturgy of The Word.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL - meet the 1st Monday of each month
at 6.30pm in the Presbytery Meeting Room.

SPRED - meet most Wednesdays during school term at 6.30pm in
the Quiet Room

ST VINCENT DE PAUL - meet on the 2nd and 4th Thursday afternoons
in the quiet room at the church at 2pm.

Parish Councillors

Jessica Anderson, Jeni Bonell, Peter Castles, Chris Golightly,
Georgina Humphrys, Jo Johnston, Brandon Joseph, Melissa
McLean, Clare Watson, Bernadette Witham

Safeguarding Children, Young
People and Adults at risk

In Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, we commit ourselves to
ensuring the safety and well-being of children, young people
and adults at risk in our Parish community. The best interests
of the child, young person or adult at risk come first.

Our Parish takes a zero tolerance approach to all forms of
abuse. If you have any concerns about the safety of children,
young people and adults at risk please contact our Parish
Safeguarding Representatives, Sue Whitelegg or Jo and Ray
Johnston on 0437 839 838. If you believe anybody is at
immediate risk of harm you should phone 000. You are
encouraged to provide feedback on Safeguarding policies
and procedures. Toowoomba Diocese Safeguarding
Resources can be found at
https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/safeguarding-policy-
resources/

Living2gospel

Just like Peter

Throughout the gospels, Peter is a fantastic
example of the common person. He has
insights of faith at times but usually messes
it up with his next breath. His question in

this week's gospel is one that any one of us
might ask. | try to do what's right, but how
long do | have to hang in there? There has
to be a limit to patience with someone who
keeps upsetting me, surely? Jesus shows
us that if we operate from a motivation
of compassion and a desire to constantly
build relationships that are life-giving for
both parties, then there is no end to the
number of times that we try to re-build that
relationship.

Thought of the day

T bought a wooden car.
T has a wooden engine, wooden doors,
wooden Seats and wooden wheels.
Guess what? Wooden start.

Reflection by Fr Bony

Remembering as a Discipline

While | was home on holidays recently, | went to visit a Carmelite nun, Sr Maria
Lucy, who has been very significant in my vocation. When | was in Year 12, she
was the one who took me to a retreat. Sometime later, she taught me a little prayer
to pray during Mass. She told me that whenever the priest raised the Eucharist, |
should offer myself to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and pray: “Lord, make me a
missionary to preach your Word.”

Many years later, | found myself sitting again with Sr Maria Lucy. She is now in her
late eighties and mostly confined to her convent. | told her the story again, and that
the Lord had answered that prayer, not always as a seventeen-year-old might have
pictured it, but through the grace of priesthood and mission.

It was more than a chance to say thank you, it was her opportunity to see some of
the fruit of a seed she had planted in the heart of a seventeen-year-old boy. And |
was able to say, simply: | remember. What you did mattered.

This Sunday's readings have made me think about how important that act of
remembering really is. Sirach repeatedly tells us to remember: remember our last
days, remember the commandments, remember the covenant. Then Jesus tells us
about a servant who is forgiven an enormous, unpayable debt. Yet almost
immediately he goes out, finds someone who owes him far less, grabs him by the
throat and demands repayment.

His failure isn't cruelty first. It's amnesia first. He has forgotten what he has just
received.

Perhaps that is one of the quiet dangers of life. We forget the people who carried
us, the sacrifices others made for us, the people who believed in us before we
believed in ourselves. When we forget mercy received, it becomes much easier to
withhold mercy from someone else.

Christian remembering, therefore, is not nostalgia. It is allowing what we have
received to shape how we live now. Gratitude is not simply a feeling that
occasionally visits us. It is a discipline, like prayer. We have to choose to remember.
And perhaps this is why the Eucharist is so central to our Catholic life. We come
back, Sunday after Sunday, to remember. “Do this in memory of me,” Jesus said.
We remember Christ’s self-giving love in such a way that His saving sacrifice
becomes present to us again. Maybe we need the Eucharist precisely because we
are creatures who forget. We forget how loved we are and how much we have been
forgiven. And so, week after week, Christ gathers us around His table and teaches
us again to remember.

So perhaps this week, remember someone. Who planted a seed in us? Who helped
us become the person we are today? If they are still with us, perhaps don't leave
our gratitude until their funeral. Make the phone call. Pay the visit. Tell the story
again. Let them know: | remember. What you did mattered.

And then remember something deeper still: | have received mercy. Because when
we remember how much we have received from God, perhaps our hands become
a little more willing to let go of what somebody else owes us. Fr B




Please Pray For...
Recent Deaths:

Anniversaries: (11t - 17t Sep) Jeremiah Lalor, Thomas Julian MacGinley, Lena Coelho, John Reardon, Peter Davis,
Margaret MacGinley, Betty Tewes, Alex Upton, Johanna Wetherspoon, Aima Lewald, William Brennan DD, Fr Lino Valente, Fr

Francis Burke, Fr Michael Skehan,

Those Who Are Sick: Barry Coonan, Ray Johnston, Gary Andrews, Eileen Reedy, Kev Roberts, Margaret York, Gerard
Nolan, Sr Cecilia Bailey, Peter Reynolds, Kathie Ober, Margaret Conrick, Audrey Bentley, Noel Lipp, Michael (Micky) Lynch, Carmel
& Ron O'Brien, Lillian Roberts, Brian Thomson, Peggy Thies, John Axtell, Tim & Olivia Zvirblis, Mick O'Mara

September Birthdays: Kathy Dangerfield, Sandra Sullivan, Helen Kupfer, Val Bowe, Jo Michel, Kathy Langdale, Max Jones,
Scotty, Jenny Ferguson, Anne McGrath, Chris Golightly, Dave Morrow, Clyde Hudson, Denise Short, Brian Thomson

Parish News...

Sat o 8.30am - 12pm Working Bee

12" Sep | o 5.30pm Vigil Mass

Sun o 9.45am Mass with Children’s Liturgy
13th Sep

Mon

14t Sep

Tues o 10am LOW

15" Sep | o 10.30am Prayer Group in the Church
Wed o 9am Anam Cara in the Presbytery
16t Sep

Thur o 10am Mass

17" Sep | o 10.30am Craft and Friendship Group
Fri

18t Sep

Upcoming Dates:
21st Sep - BUPA Visitation
2627t Sep - Migrant and Refugee Sunday

Daily Mass Book & Ordo

If you would like to order a Daily Mass Book or Ordo for 2027,
please add your name to the list on the table at the back of
the church.

Church Grounds Tidy Up — This Saturday
The main focus for this weekend’s working
bee will be pruning, weeding and planting.
Please come along and lend a hand from
8.30am - 12pm this Saturday. BYO
secateurs, trimmers, wheelbarrows etc.
Morning tea & bbqg lunch will be provided.
Many hands make light work!

Diocesan Jubilee Celebrations

The Jubilee celebrations of Frs. John Quinlan, Peter Doohan
and Brian Noonan will be held on Wednesday 21st October,
beginning with Mass at St Patrick’s Cathedral at 11.00am,
followed by refreshments for everyone in the Cathedral Centre.
Please RSVP to stpatrickscathedral@twb.catholic.org.au or
phone 46371500 (include dietary requirements) by Friday

Soup Night this Saturday

Join us for soup following the 5.30pm Mass this Saturday
to celebrate the new shared Mass times and get to know
parishioners from St Anthony’s Parish. Food and drinks
provided.

Season of Creation 15t Sept to 4t" Oct

We have much to be grateful for living on a planet that
sustains and nurtures such beautiful life. Yet, as history
has shown, we can’t take anything for granted. Humans
have been guilty of the extinction of many plants and
animals over the centuries.

Greed and rapid expansion are responsible for some of our
worst misdeeds.

One of our great saints, Francis, who lived more than 800
years ago, led the way with his interaction with nature. He
was the founder of the Franciscans but was also famous
for his love of animals and the environment. Because of
him Pope Francis initiated the Season of Creation which
began 1st September and runs to October 4, the feast day
of St Francis.

In his message to mark the annual World Day of Prayer for
the Care of Creation and the start of the Season of
Creation, Pope Leo XIV said the disruption to the
harmonious balance of creation is accelerating and the
world is witnessing many crises and human suffering.

The pope has invited Christians to “contemplate the gift of
life and to cherish the earth that sustains it, for they are
tangible ways of offering praise to our Creator.”

As we see each day in the news, wars, famine, drought and
floods continue. Only recently Nepal and China were hit by
a massive flood caused by a disintegrating glacier. The
exact death toll is still unknown, but the event showed
Mother Nature at its most destructive.

It is up to each of us to do our bit to ensure we leave the
planet in a better state than when we took our first breath.
Our legacy to our children and grandchildren has to be for
a sustainable, environmentally friendly place to live.

Have a great week

David
16t October. Sourced from Maiellan Media. To subscribe go to www.maiellan.media
Welcomers Commentary Ministers of the Offertory Extraordinary Ipad Piety
Word Procession Ministers Operator Stall
19t Sep
at Mass at St Anthony’s
5.30pm
20t Sep (H) G Birch
at ACCPO::LT;T T Ryan c 3;\::.::5%” (W) Cleber Dias J Anderson C Redinger
9.45am (W) R Fallon




Safeguarding Sunday Welcoming Assistance Dogs
“Safeguarding is not simply a compliance requirement; it is a Our parish welcomes Assistance Dogs (including dogs for

Gospel responsibility that calls us to uphold the dignity and the blind and deaf) as they are a necessary aid to allow a
wellbeing of every person entrusted to our care.” person with a disability to engage in their community.
Bishop Karol Kulczycki SDS, ACSL media release, 2026 Assistance Dogs usually wear a jacket with branding from

Today is Safeguarding Sunday in the Dioceses of Australia. | the organisation that qualified it. You can expect the dog
It is a day to pray for all who have experienced abuse or | {5 pe clean, well maintained, very well behaved, and
harm, to support their healing, and to renew our | pighly obedient to its handler. It is best just to ignore the

commitment to creating communities where every personis | aggistance Dog as much as possible. If you have any
welcomed, respected and safe. Inthe Gospels, Jesus shows queries or would like any further information, please

particular care for those who are vulnerable and calls his | ontact the Parish Office on 4634 1453 or Assistance

disciples to do the same. Safeguarding is not simply a policy Dogs on 1800 688 364 or info@assistancedogs.org.au.
or procedure; it is a Gospel responsibility that reflects the

dignity of every person and our shared commitment to love

one another as Christ has loved us. O Assistance DGQS

As we celebrate today, let us pray for all who continue to Australia
journey towards healing, give thanks for those who serve in
safeguarding ministry, and recommit ourselves to building
gsircljser;]tcic;rr;wt\:vrgtcllis. where trust, compassion and care are The Parish has received a request from the community for
Our Parish Safeguarding Representatives are Sue support with accommo.datlon.' If you or someone you
Whitelegg, Jo Johnston and Ray Johnston. The Safeguarding | Know has accommodation available, please contact the
Reps can be contacted on 0437 839 838. In addition, the Parish Office for details. Thank you for your kindness and
Toowoomba Diocese has an appointed Safeguarding Officer | Support.

who can be contacted on 0474 565 426 or email at | National Survey - Newly Married Couples
profstandards@twb.catholic.org.au. There is also the | Couples in their first 10 years of marriage are asked to
Professional Standards Office, Catholic Church Queensland. | contribute their valuable insights to a professional survey
Their contact details are free call 1800 337 928 or 07-3324 | into the experience of early married life. The survey is
3070 or email: psogld@catholic.net.au. If you believe | being funded by the Australian Catholic Bishops. All
anybody is at immediate risk of harm you should phone 000. | answers are anonymous and confidential, and
Toowoomba Diocese Safeguarding Resources can be found | participants can contact the researchers directly with any

Accommodation needed

at https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/safeguarding-policy- | questions using the survey link at
resources/ https://thepmrc.org/survey. The information gathered

will inform pastoral responses and the development of

Safeguarding is everyone'’s responsibility | resources for this vital stage of married life.

Flood disaster in Nepal
Pope Leo’s September Prayer Intention Caritas advises the full scale of the disaster in Nepal is
‘For the Care of Water’: This prayer intention invites us to | continuing to emerge. In the immediate aftermath of the

think deeply about creation, to safeguard it, and to look with | disaster, Caritas established community kitchens to
God’s eyes on those who walk for miles to obtain a bit of provide meals for families who lost their homes. Caritas

clean water, and to convert what we see into concrete is now preparing for the next stage of the response, which

actions that demonstrate moderation, care, and solidarity. will include temporary shelter, school kits for children,

“ . water and sanitation facilities, psychosocial support and
May our. care for water b_e a sign of love for the Cregtor and early recovery activities. If you are able, and wish to, you
a commitment to the lives of the poor, educating new

) ) | can donate to the Nepal Flood Disaster at
generations to value and protect the Earth’s resources. caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/nepal-

Pope Leo XIV. Click here to view Pope Leo’s Video floods/.

We are joining the Carnival of
Flowers spirit!

As part of our 75" Jubilee celebrations
we are delighted to be part of St Patrick’s Cathedral’s
‘Let Our Light Shine’ Floral Display.

Come and see our beautiful floral display!

Friday 18 September — Tuesday 22 September
9am - 5pm | St Patrick’s Cathedral



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5LhsgE7-AJQ
mailto:psoqld@catholic.net.au
https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/safeguarding-policy-resources/
https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/safeguarding-policy-resources/
mailto:info@assistancedogs.org.au
https://thepmrc.org/survey

