153 Holberton St, Toowoomba | p: 4634 1453
Email: ourladyoflourdesparish@twb.catholic.org.au | hittps:/fwww.oclolparish.org.au ﬁ
Parish Priest: Fr Bony Abraham

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday 9:00am - 1:00pm

Pastoral Coordinator: Jenny Ferguson - olol.pastoralcoordinatori@twhb.catholic.org.au

hitps: fwww.ololiwb.catholic.edu.au

iWe would like to acknowledge the Giabal and Jarowair peoples, Traditional Owners
of this land and pay our respects to their Elders past and present.

Mass times: Saturday: 6:30pm Vigil | Sunday: 9.45am
Weekday Liturgy of The Word/Mass - Tuesday and Thursday 10am
Primary School: e: lourdes@twb.catholic.edu.au | p: 45911200

First Reading

Acts of the Apostles 8:5-8. 14-17

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

They laid hands on them, and they received the
Holy Spirit.

Philip went to a Samaritan town and
proclaimed the Christ to them. The
people united in welcoming the
message Philip preached, either
because they had heard of the
miracles he worked or because they
saw them for themselves. There were,
for example, unclean spirits that came
shrieking out of many who were
possessed, and several paralytics and
cripples were cured. As a result there
was great rejoicing in that town. When
the apostles in Jerusalem heard
that Samaria had accepted the word of
God, they sent Peter and John to them,
and they went down there, and prayed
for the Samaritans to receive the Holy
Spirit, for as yet he had not come down
on any of them: they had only been
baptised in the name of the Lord Jesus.
Then they laid hands on them, and
they received the Holy Spirit.

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 65:1-7.16. 20.R.seev. 1

(R.) Let all the earth cry out to God with
joy.

1. Cry out with joy to God all the earth,
O sing to the glory of his name. O
render him glorious praise. Say to God:
‘How tremendous your deeds. (R.)

2. ‘Before you all the earth shall bow;
shall sing to you, sing to your namel’
Come and see the works of God,
tremendous his deeds among men.
(R

3. He turned the sea into dry land,
they passed through the river dry-
shod. Let our joy then be in him; he
rules for ever by his might. (R.)

4. Come and hear, all who fear God. |
will tell what he did for my soul:
Blessed be God who did not reject my
prayer nor withhold his love from
me. (R.)

Second Reading

1 Peter 3:15-18

A reading from the first letter of St Peter

In the body he was put to death, in the spirit he
was raised to life.

Reverence the Lord Christ in your
hearts, and always have your answer
ready for people who ask you the
reason for the hope that you all have.
But give it with courtesy and respect
and with a clear conscience, so that
those who slander you when you are
living a good life in Christ may be
proved wrong in the accusations that
they bring. And if it is the will of God
that you should suffer, it is better to
suffer for doing right than for doing
wrong.

Why, Christ himself, innocent though
he was, had died once for sins, died
for the guilty, to lead us to God. In the
body he was put to death, in the spirit
he was raised to life.

Gospel Acclamation

John 14:23

Alleluia, alleluia!

All who love me will keep my words,

and my Father will love them and we will
come to them.

Alleluia!

Gospel

John 14:15-21

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
John

I shall ask the Father and he will give you another
Advocate.

Jesus said to his disciples:
‘If you love me you will
commandments.

| shall ask the Father, and he will give
you another Advocate to be with you for
ever, that Spirit of truth whom the world
can never receive since it neither sees
nor knows him; but you know him,
because he is with you, he is in you. | will
not leave you orphans; | will come back
to you. In a short time the world will no
longer see me; but you will see me,
because | live and you will live. On that
day you will understand that | am in my
Father and you in me and | in you.
Anybody who receives my
commandments and keeps them will be
one who loves me; and anybody who
loves me will be loved by my Father, and
| shall love him and show myself to him.’

keep my




Parish Activities
ANAM CARA - Wednesday 9.00am in the Presbytery

BAPTISM information mornings are held on the 1st Sunday of the
month at 10.45am. Please phone the office if you wish to attend.

CHILDREN'’S LITURGY - 9.45am Mass (except school holidays) for
children in Prep - Yr 4.

FRIENDSHIP & CRAFT GROUP - meet in the Quiet Room at the Church
every Thursday after the 10am Mass.

LITURGY GROUP - meet every 4th Tuesday of the month at 1pm in the
Presbytery.

LOURDES PRAYER GROUP - meet in the Quiet Room every Tuesday
after the 10am Liturgy of The Word.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL - meet the 1st Monday of each month
at 6.30pm in the Presbytery Meeting Room.

SPRED - meet most Wednesdays during school term at 6.30pm in
the Quiet Room

ST VINCENT DE PAUL - meet on the 2nd and 4th Thursday afternoons

Parish Councillors

Jo Johnston, Jeni Bonell, Emma Dever, Melissa McLean, Julie
Whittaker, Peter Castles, Georgina Humphrys, Brandon
Joseph, Clare Watson

Safeguarding Children, Young
People and Adults at risk

In Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, we commit ourselves to
ensuring the safety and well-being of children, young people
and adults at risk in our Parish community. The best interests
of the child, young person or adult at risk come first.

Our Parish takes a zero tolerance approach to all forms of
abuse. If you have any concerns about the safety of children,
young people and adults at risk please contact our Parish
Safeguarding Representatives, Sue Whitelegg or Jo and Ray
Johnston on 0437 839 838. If you believe anybody is at
immediate risk of harm you should phone 000. You are
encouraged to provide feedback on Safeguarding policies
and procedures. Toowoomba Diocese Safeguarding
Resources can be found at
https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/safeguarding-policy-
resources/

in the quiet room at the church at 2pm.
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the disciples

The words of Jesus in this gospel passage
were addressed to the disciples at the Last
Supper. They had almost no inclination

of what was about to befall them, nor
the heart-wrenching loss that they would
feel. Yet Jesus tried to prepare them and
reassure them that they would not be
abandoned by him. In the days after his
death, the disciples struggled to remember
these words and they were caught up by
despair. Even once they had witnessed
the Risen Lord, he told them that he would
again be leaving them. They must have
been so confused and afraid.

Sunday Reflection... Dianne Bergant CSA

We live in hope because we have been blessed with the opportunity of participating
in the exaltation of Jesus. This hope is based on promises: the promise that we will
not be left orphaned when Jesus returns to his Father; the promise that we will be
comforted by the Spirit whom Jesus will send. It is trust in God that enables us to
live in this world as if the promises have already been fulfilled, for in fact, it is
precisely such living that fulfils them. We have not celebrated the Ascension, and
yet all three readings speak of the Spirit. The same Spirit, who quickened the
resurrected life of Jesus, enlivens us. This Spirit strengthens, comforts, guides and
inspires us. Life in the Spirit requires that we conform our lives to the
commandments of God, not in a legalistic or constraining way but out of love. The
love that comes to us through the Spirit will then overflow into the lives of others,
and we will be agents of God’s love in the world.

The Spirit given by Christ is mediated through the laying on of hands. This still
happens in our day in the gentle touch of friends, in the loving touch of parents, in
the healing touch of those who cure both the body and the spirit. The liturgical year
is preparing us for the Ascension of Jesus into heaven, and Jesus is preparing us
for life in the Spirit here on earth. This is the reason for our hope.

Livingzgospel

Livein love

Throughout the gospel of John, we are
reminded of the enduring relationship
between Jesus and the Father. A
number of times, Jesus announces
that he and the Father are one. In
today's passage, Jesus also says to
the disciples that they can share in
this relationship of love. When Jesus
speaks about anyone who ‘loves’ him,
he speaks about anyone who lives by
his message and seeks to be like him.
Anyone who does that will share in the
love that exists between the Father
and the Son. That invitation is open for
each of us today as well.

Thought of the week...
IUUSDEI Might wake up early and
_ 4 go running but I also might

win the lottery, the odds

Paraclete are about the same.

The Greek word, parakigtos, is
translated into a number of different
terms in English translations of the
gospel. Its technical use was for a lawyer
or attorney. However, its use in scripture
is like the broader meaning of advocate
that we use today: someone who stands
up for another; someone who speaks up
for another; someone who intercedes
on behalf of another. An advocate is
one who lends strength and support to
someone who is disempowered. That is
exactly what Jesus did for many people
during his ministry and it is also what
the Holy Spirit is sent to do.




Please Pray For...
Recent Deaths:

Anniversaries: (8" - 14t May) Patrick Boland, Delma Wells, Kevin Uprichard, Mary Elmes, Mary Quinlan, Rev Fr Vincent

Maher, Rev Msgr Patrick McMorrow, Rev Fr Thomas Isaac

Those Who Are Sick: Eileen Reedy, Kev Roberts, Marga

ret York, Gerard Nolan, Sr Cecilia Bailey, Peter Reynolds, Peter

Hickey, Kathie Ober, Brian Reardon, Margaret Conrick, Audrey Bentley, Noel Lipp, Michael (Micky) Lynch, Carmel & Ron
O'Brien, Lillian Roberts, Brian Thomson, Peggy Thies, John Axtell, Tim & Olivia Zvirblis, Mick O'Mara

May Birthdays: Gabe Hoopert, John Trueman, Libby Ferguson, Bernie Dever, Abigail Schoorl, Janice Moore, Brian
Reardon, Emily Dwan, Mark Whitelegg, Noah Morrow, Charlie Schoorl, MK Thomson

Parish News...

Sat o 6.30pm Mass

9th May

Sun o 9.45am Mass

10t May

Mon

11t May

Tues o 10am LOW

12t May | o 10.30am Prayer Group
o 10.30am Glenvale Villas Visitation

Wed o 9am Anam Cara in the Presbytery

13t May | o 6.30pm SPRED

Thurs o 10am Mass

14t May | o 10.30am Craft and Friendship Group
o 2pm SVDP Meeting

Fri

15t May

Date Claimers:

16th /17t May - The Ascension of the Lord

18th May - 10am BUPA Visitaiton

19th May - 6pm Sacrament of Confirmation

24th May - 11.30am Sacrament of First Eucharist

2026 SPRED EOFY Appeal

In 2026, SPRED celebrates 40 years of creating a place of
belonging, faith and joy for people with intellectual disabilities.
More than a program, SPRED is a welcoming community
where friendships grow, and faith is shared. Your donation
helps ensure this vital ministry continues.

Donate today: www.twb.catholic.org.au/donate

Faith and
Friendship
That Last a
Lifetime

Join us in creating

moments that matter.
Support SPRED today.

Catholic Diocese of
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www.twb.catholic.org.au/donate

Parish Planned Giving Program

Just a reminder to please complete a Planned Giving form
and pledge your annual contribution amount. Your regular
support of our Planned Giving Program helps us plan and
budget for everyday expenses, repairs and maintenance of
our parish facilities and meet our Diocesan and Parish
commitments. Contributions can be made through Direct
Debit or Planned Giving envelopes. Click here to access the
Online Form or paper copies are available at the back of
the church. Thank you for your generous contributions.

Parish Pastoral Council Nominees

We recently held nominations for the Parish Pastoral
Council and three people have accepted their nominations.
Photos and a short resume of each of the nominees can be
viewed at the main entrance of the Church. Please read
these resumes and consider prayerfully, who you wish to
represent you on the Parish Pastoral Council. Elections will
be held on the 23rd/24th May.

Happy Mether's Dan,

"For it was
you who
created my
being,
knit me
together in
my mother’s
womb.
| thank you
for the wonder
of my being,
for the wonders
of all your
creation."
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We would like to acknowledge all the wonderful Mothers,
Grandmothers and Mother-like figures in our parish. We
hope you all enjoy a very Happy Mother’s Day.

Psalm 139 (138):13-14

Welcomers Commentary Ministers of the Offertory Extraordinary Ipad Piety
Word Procession Ministers Operator Stall
16t May . H. P Hoopert
at HF(;OW?;TH J Johnston j}/xlslzoz P & E Castles | W. R Campbell G Schoorl J Sullivan
6.30pm y P W. R Johnston
17t May . H. C Anderson
at Ar;gi:ﬁ;n T Ryan '\él\%;;gf: Coonan Family | W. A Cournane J Cash V Barker
9.45am W. P Murphy



http://www.twb.catholic.org.au/donate
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=DQSIkWdsW0yxEjajBLZtrQAAAAAAAAAAAAO__TrCFXFUQVBJMVRCU0ZTWTIzWEtSRzBFSkYwRFFJMy4u

Mother's Day Reflection

For our mothers, who have given us life and love, that we
may show them reverence and love, and others who show
us a mother’s love, we pray to the Lord.

For adoptive mothers and for the women who wish to give
birth but experience challenges, that they know your care,
we pray to the Lord.

For mothers who have lost a child through death, that their
faith may give them hope, and their family and friends
support and console them, we pray to the Lord.

For those who wish to serve as mothers, but are not able to
do so, that they know your comfort, we pray to the Lord.

For mothers who have died, that God may bring them into
the joy of his kingdom, we pray to the Lord.

Sourced from www.majellan.media

Toowoomba Synod Listening Sessions

The Synod Listening Sessions enable us to gather as a
diocese, share our joys and sorrows, pray together, and
discern where the Holy Spirit is encouraging us to take
action for our future. This is an opportunity for each person
in the diocese to contribute to our Synod, with the
information gathered at these sessions being directly fed
back to the Bishop for his discernment and deliberation for
the Synod assembly which will be held 23-24 October 2026.
Registrations for these sessions are essential. If you have
not registered, we cannot guarantee that you will be able to
join the Listening Session, due to venue capacities. These
Listening Sessions are only the beginning; we hope that
Parishes and communities will host their own Listening
Sessions. We encourage you to do so! Please liaise with your
Priest or contact us at Synod@twb.catholic.org.au if you
need support doing so.

Listening Sessions Toowoomba

Sat 16 May, 9.30-11.30am at Edmund Rice Cultural
Centre, St Mary's College Toowoomba

Tues 16 June, 6-8pm at Micah Centre, Toowoomba
Catholic Schools Office, Toowoomba

Online: Tues 26 May, 10-11.30am via Teams

Click here to register or go to
https://www.trybooking.com/eventlist/toowoombasynodlis
teningsessions

A newsletter from the Catholic Diocese of Toowoomba for
clergy, parishes, schools, staff and the wider community.

ST FRANCIS COLLEGE WESTBROOK BREAKY CHAT
Date: 8/5/26 Friday

Time: 7:30am-9:30am

Where: Grassed area near IGA Westbrook

Join Chris Oakes, Principal of St Francis Catholic
College, for a chat and a breakfast burger. This is
a great opportunity to ask any questions you may
have about the new school. For catering
purposes, please let us know if you can attend:
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/hTdK79e5aH

ST THERESA'S TRIVIA NIGHT

Date: 15/5/26 Friday

Time: 5:30pm

Where: St Theresa’s Parish, Toowoomba

Cost: $15pp, free entry for primary school aged
children

Come for a fun evening of trivia, prizes and good
company. Sausage sizzle and drinks available to
purchase or bring your own snacks. Contact St
Theresa’s Parish to book your ticket
sttheresasparish@twb.catholic.org.au or call 07
46394688.

See flyer for details.

Prayer for our Diocesan Synod
Draw near to your people, gracious Father,
as together we walk the path of our Diocesan Synod.
You have blessed our Diocese with
your mercy, guidance, and strength
through many seasons of joy and challenge.
Now we seek your wisdom
as we discern how best to serve your mission in our world.
Send forth your Holy Spirit
into these days of seeking, listening, and yearning, that we
may recognise your voice, discover your paths,
and make Christ known to all.
Illuminate our minds with your light,
shape our vision according to your will.
With your Spirit leading us, may there be no limit
to our faith, our hope, and our endurance.
Through Christ our hope,
and our companion on the road. Amen.
Our Lady of the Southern Cross, pray for us.

UNITY WEEK

THERE IS ONE BODY AND ONE SPIRIT, JUST AS YOU
WERE CALLED TO THE ONE HOPE TO YOUR CALLING.
(EPH 4:4)

ECUMENICAL SERVICE AT
ST LUKE’S
ANGLICAN CHURCH
TOOWOOMBA
THURSDAY 21 MAY 10AM

Let’s come together to seek peace,
healing, and direction.
Everyone is welcome. Bring a friend.

Followed by Refreshments



https://www.trybooking.com/eventlist/toowoombasynodlisteningsessions
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mailto:sttheresasparish@twb.catholic.org.au?subject=Trivia%20Night&body=
https://us.list-manage.com/6ZthmMkl81c?e=f4c92d325f&c2id=4859825a18ff2a497cf8291e6adc50db
https://majellan.media/

