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Sunday, 9th August 2026 

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A 

Next Week’s Readings (15th/16th Aug 2026) – Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year A 
1st Reading: Isaiah 56:1.6-7  2nd Reading: Romans 11:13-15. 29-32  Gospel: Matthew 15:21-28 

First Reading 
1Kings 19:9.11-13 

A reading from the first book of Kings 

Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord 

God. 

When Elijah reached Horeb, the 

mountain of God,  he went into the cave 

and spent the night in it. Then he was 

told, ‘Go out and stand on the mountain 

before the Lord.’ Then the Lord himself 

went by. There came a mighty wind, so 

strong it tore the mountains and 

shattered the rocks before the Lord. But 

the Lord was not in the wind. After the 

wind came an earthquake. But the Lord 

was not in the earthquake. After the 

earthquake came a fire. But the Lord 

was not in the fire. And after the fire 

there came the sound of a gentle 

breeze. And when Elijah heard this, he 

covered his face with his cloak and went 

out and stood at the entrance of the 

cave. 

 

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 84:9-14. R. v.8 
 

(R.)  Lord, show us your mercy and love, 

and grant us your salvation. 

 

1. I will hear what the Lord God has to 

say,a voice that speaks of peace. His 

help is near for those who fear him and 

his glory will dwell in our land. (R.) 
 

2. Mercy and faithfulness have met; 

justice and peace have embraced. 

Faithfulness shall spring from the earth 

and justice look down from heaven. (R.) 
 

3.  The Lord will make us prosper and 

our earth shall yield its fruit. Justice shall 

march before him and peace shall follow 

his steps. (R.) 

 

 

Second Reading 
Romans 9:1-5 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 

Romans 

I would willingly be condemned if it could help 

my people. 

What I want to say is no pretence; I say 

it in union with Christ – it is the truth – 

my conscience in union with the Holy 

Spirit assures me of it too. What I want 

to say is this: my sorrow is so great, my 

mental anguish so endless, I would 

willingly be condemned and be cut off 

from Christ if it could help my brothers 

of Israel, my own flesh and blood. They 

were adopted as sons, they were given 

the glory and the covenants; the Law 

and the ritual were drawn up for them, 

and the promises were made to them. 

They are descended from the 

patriarchs and from their flesh and 

blood came Christ who is above all, 

God for ever blessed! Amen. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 
Psalm 129:5 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

I hope in the Lord, I trust in his word. 

Alleluia! 

 

 
 

Gospel 
Matthew 14:22-23 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 

Matthew  

Command me to come to you over the water. 
 

Jesus made the disciples get into the 

boat and go on ahead to the other side 

while he would send the crowds away. 

After sending the crowds away he went 

up into the hills by himself to pray. 

When evening came, he was there 

alone, while the boat, by now far out 

on the lake, was battling with a heavy 

sea, for there was a head-wind. In the 

fourth watch of the night he went 

towards them, walking on the lake, 

and when the disciples saw him 

walking on the lake they were terrified. 

‘It is a ghost’ they said, and cried out 

in fear. But at once Jesus called out to 

them, saying, ‘Courage! It is I! Do not 

be afraid.’ It was Peter who answered. 

‘Lord,’ he said ‘if it is you, tell me to 

come to you across the water.’ ‘Come’ 

said Jesus. Then Peter got out of the 

boat and started walking towards 

Jesus across the water, but as soon as 

he felt the force of the wind, he took 

fright and began to sink. ‘Lord! Save 

me!’ he cried. Jesus put out his hand 

at once and held him. ‘Man of little 

faith,’ he said ‘why did you doubt?’ And 

as they got into the boat the wind 

dropped. The men in the boat bowed 

down before him and said, ‘Truly, you 

are the Son of God. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Reflection by Father Bony  The Pull by Fr B 

Two years ago, quite by accident, I came across a song by Joel Ansett. One line 

stayed with me: "The moon pulls on the ocean, the wind pulls on the trees, but the 

greatest pull of all is the way you pull on me." Ever since, that image of the pull has 

quietly lingered somewhere in my heart. As I prayed with this Sunday's readings, 

that lyric returned. It struck me that perhaps this is one of the most beautiful ways 

of describing how God works. God does not coerce or overwhelm us. He draws us 

with a love gentle enough to leave us free. Both Elijah and Peter discover that truth, 

though in very different ways. Elijah has just experienced the greatest victory of his 

ministry. Fire has fallen from heaven, and the prophets of Baal have been 

defeated. Yet almost immediately, everything collapses. He flees into the 

wilderness, exhausted, frightened, ready to give up. Sometimes, at least in my 

experience, the deepest weariness comes not after failure but after success, when 

the adrenaline fades and we finally feel the cost of everything we have been 

carrying. Notice how God meets him. Not first with answers or visions, but with 

food, water and rest. Only then does Elijah journey to Horeb, expecting to 

encounter God as Moses once did, in wind, earthquake and fire. But Elijah has 

spent his whole ministry proving God through spectacle, and God meets him by 

refusing every category he has come to rely on. Not in the wind. Not in the 

earthquake. Not in the fire. It is almost as if God is gently dismantling the version 

of himself Elijah has been using, so that something truer can be heard underneath. 

Instead, God comes in what Scripture calls a "still, small voice," or, more 

beautifully, "the sound of sheer silence." Sometimes the pull of God is not only an 

invitation into comfort. It is an invitation out of the noise we ourselves have built, 

even noise built in God's name. And God does not leave Elijah in the cave.  The 

cave becomes strangely comfortable. We all have caves, places of disappointment, 

grief, exhaustion or even success where we quietly decide we have had enough. 

Yet the God who gently draws Elijah into silence is the same God who gently draws 

him out again. The whisper was never meant to end in retreat. It was meant to 

restore him for love. It draws us out of exhaustion, but toward something, and often 

toward the humbling truth that we were never meant to carry it alone. Peter 

experiences that same pull on the stormy sea. He steps out of the boat toward 

Jesus, but fear overtakes him and he begins to sink. Jesus does not say Peter has 

no faith. He says little faith, the same gentle phrase he uses for those who are 

trying and still afraid. Peter is not rescued despite his faith. He is rescued in the 

middle of it, still reaching. Jesus does not wait for that faith to grow stronger. He 

stretches out his hand immediately. The correction comes after the rescue, not 

before it. Grace always arrives before the lesson. "The moon pulls the ocean. The 

wind pulls the trees." Beneath every visible force that shapes our lives is another 

pull, quieter than them all, patient and persistent, drawing us not only out of what 

exhausts us, but toward the mission, and the people, we were never meant to carry 

alone. When Christ pulls us, like he did with Peter, he pulls us to his side, into his 

heart that was broken and open in love for us. May we find time this week to listen 

for that same gentle pull, the patient love beating within the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

 

 
           

Thought of the week… 
 

 
 

Parish Activities 
 

ANAM CARA – Wednesday 9.00am in the Presbytery 
 

BAPTISM information mornings are held on the 1st Sunday of the 

month at 10.45am.  Please phone the office if you wish to attend. 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY - 9.45am Mass (except school holidays) for 

children in Prep - Yr 4. 
 

FRIENDSHIP & CRAFT GROUP - meet in the Quiet Room at the Church 

every Thursday after the 10am Mass. 
 

LITURGY GROUP - meet every 4th Tuesday of the month at 1pm in the 

Presbytery. 
 

LOURDES PRAYER GROUP - meet in the Quiet Room every Tuesday 

after the 10am Liturgy of The Word. 
 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL – meet the 1st Monday of each month 

at 6.30pm in the Presbytery Meeting Room. 
 

SPRED – meet most Wednesdays during school term at 6.30pm in 

the Quiet Room 
 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL - meet on the 2nd and 4th Thursday afternoons 

in the quiet room at the church at 2pm. 
 

 

 

 

 

Parish Councillors 
Jessica Anderson, Jeni Bonell, Peter Castles, Chris Golightly, 

Georgina Humphrys, Jo Johnston, Brandon Joseph, Melissa 

McLean, Clare Watson, Bernadette Witham 
 

Safeguarding Children, Young 
People and Adults at risk 
In Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, we commit ourselves to 

ensuring the safety and well-being of children, young people 

and adults at risk in our Parish community. The best interests 

of the child, young person or adult at risk come first.  

Our Parish takes a zero tolerance approach to all forms of 

abuse. If you have any concerns about the safety of children, 

young people and adults at risk please contact our Parish 

Safeguarding Representatives, Sue Whitelegg or Jo and Ray 

Johnston on 0437 839 838.  If you believe anybody is at 

immediate risk of harm you should phone 000. You are 

encouraged to provide feedback on Safeguarding policies 

and procedures.   Toowoomba Diocese Safeguarding  
 

Resources can be found at 

https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/safeguarding-policy-

resources/ 

© Dianne Bergant CSA 

© Dianne Bergant CSA 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

   

 

 

 
 
 

 
  

 Welcomers Commentary Ministers of the 

Word 

Offertory 

Procession 

Extraordinary 

Ministers 

Ipad 

Operator 

Piety  

Stall 

15th Aug 

at 

6.30pm 

G Schoorl 

M Cushway 
M Kelly 

B Witham 

C Ferguson 
D & N Clark 

H: J Kelly 

W: R Campbell 

W: K Walsh 

Kelly Family G Schoorl 

16th Aug 

at 

9.45am 

A Cournane 

C Poulton 
K Langdale 

M Cash 

P Murphy 
Watson Family 

H: D Young 

W: G Birch 

W: S Rosentreter 

A Winder C & S Dias 

Parish News... 
 

Sat  

8th Aug 
o 10am Mass St Mary of the Cross MacKillop 

o 6.30pm Mass  

Sun  

9th Aug 
o 9.45am Mass  
o 10.45am 2nd Reconciliation Workshop 

Mon  

10th Aug 
o  

Tues  

11th Aug 
o 10am LOW  

o 10.30am Prayer Group in the Church 

o 10.30am Glenvale Villas Visitation 

Wed  

12th Aug 
o 9am Anam Cara in the Presbytery 

o 6.30pm SPRED 

Thur 

13th Aug 
o 10am Mass  

o 10.30am Craft and Friendship Group 

o 2pm SVDP Meeting 

Fri  

14th Aug 
 

 

Date Claimers 
22nd/23rd Aug – Flick and Tick 

23rd Aug – Sacramental Workshop 3 

29th/30th Aug – Social Justice Sunday 
 

How Vigil Masses are determined 
A Vigil Mass is a Mass held the evening before a Major Feast 

Day or a Sunday using the same readings and prayers as the 

Feast or the Sunday.   A Saturday Vigil Mass is determined by 

the Sunday. For example, if the 1st day of the month is a 

Sunday, then both the Saturday and the Sunday are regarded 

as the 1st Sunday of the month.  It can be a little confusing!! 

Mass times from 5th/6th September 
A calendar showing the revised Mass times is available at the 

church entrances.  Please take one home with you. 

5th/6th September – St Anthony’s Parish 5.30pm & 8am 

6th September – OLOL Parish 9.45am 

12th/13th September – OLOL Parish 5.30pm & 9.45am  

13th September – St Anthony’s Parish 8am 

Feast of the Assumption   
Mass for the Feast of the Assumption (Holy Day of Obligation)  

St Patrick’s Cathedral Vigil Mass 5.30pm Friday 14th August,  

St Patrick’s Cathedral 7am Saturday 15th August 

 

Please Pray For...   
Recent Deaths:   

Anniversaries: (7th – 13th Aug) Lesley Golightly, Kevin Boland, Annie Mary Kruger, Eileen Ryan, Neville Reedy, Charles Head, 

Agnes Campbell, Brian Graham, Nell Storey, Maureen McGrath, Bill Garrett, Molly Connolly, Rev Fr Joe O’Mara S.J, Dell Garrett, 

Alan Teys, William Brown, Leona Bambosek, Kath Thomson, Barry Freier, Pat Rohde, Ellen Waldron, Rev Fr Mark Cosgrove, Rev Fr 

John Ryan, Rev Fr Patrick Kelly 
 

Those Who Are Sick: Ray Johnston, Gary Andrews, Elijah, Eileen Reedy, Kev Roberts, Margaret York, Gerard Nolan, Sr 

Cecilia Bailey, Peter Reynolds, Kathie Ober, Margaret Conrick, Audrey Bentley, Noel Lipp, Michael (Micky) Lynch, Carmel & Ron 

O'Brien, Lillian Roberts, Brian Thomson, Peggy Thies, John Axtell, Tim & Olivia Zvirblis, Mick O'Mara 
 

August Birthdays: Maria Morcom, Ashley Coonan, Sr Mary Cleary, Joan MacGinley, Terry McGovern, Anne Cournane, 

Ros Coonan, Carlos De Silva, Pat O’Sullivan, Abbie Jones, Simon Ferguson, Sarah Kelly 

 

 
Feast of Saint Mary of the Cross MacKillop 
Bishop Ken will celebrate Mass with us at 10am this 

Saturday 8th August for the Feast of St Mary of the Cross 

MacKillop.  Please come along and meet with Bishop Ken.  

Morning Tea will be provided. 
 

Saint Mary of the Cross MacKillop is Australia’s beloved 

first saint. On this day, we celebrate the important role she 

played in making education accessible for children in our 

country. Mary MacKillop devoted her life to ensuring a 

holistic Catholic education for children from rural, poor 

families.  St Mary MacKillop’s impact on Australian 

education was remarkable.  She was a trailblazer and a 

leader who passionately advocated for the education of 

underprivileged children and children in remote areas 

where others either would or could not go.  For such 

children and their families, Mary opened a door of hope 

into the future.  Words of Inspiration from Mary: “We have 

all very much for which to thank and love God.”  
 

Prayer  
God of all blessings, you  

revealed in Mary MacKillop a 

sensitivity to the rights and 

dignity of every person,  

regardless of race or creed. 

May we learn from her to  

overcome fear and prejudice.  

Help us to value the goodness 

of each person and all the  

blessings of unity in diversity. 

We ask this through the depth 

and unity of you, our  

bountiful God who holds all  

things in being.  

Amen. 
 

Order Now for God’s Word 2027 
Pre-orders are now open for the 2027 God’s Word. Stock 

sells out very quickly each year so to avoid missing out, 

please write your name on the order form at the back of 

the church or contact the parish office. The book is due to 

arrive in September and the approximate cost is $22. 

 
      

 



 

 
 

 

 

https://www.graphicproducts.

com/ 

 
THE BISHOP’S HOUSE, THE ANNEX AND MARIAN CENTRE 
WILL BE CLOSED MONDAY 10/8/26 
This is due to major electrical work being undertaken on site. All 
staff will be working from home, they will be contactable via their 
twb.catholic.org.au email address. 
Offices will resume normal operation the following day. 
CENSUS: CATHOLICS ENCOURAGED TO IDENTIFY 
THEMSELVES 
Data from the religion question is crucial to helping Catholic 
parishes, schools, dioceses and organisations understand their 
communities and plan for ministry and mission.  Research 
shows that many non-practising Catholics continue to identify as 
Catholic because it remains an important part of who they are. 
All Catholics are encouraged to tick the “Catholic” box this year, 
while noting that some may need to identify in a slightly different 
manner. Read more about the census here. 
 

WALKING TOGETHER IN THE KIMBERLEY 
Date: 14/8/26 Friday      Time: 6:00pm - 8:00pm  
Where: Irish Club Hotel, Russell Street Tmba 
You are invited to a conversation with Erica Bernard and Bishop 
Tim Norton. The evening will be facilitited by Mark Copland, 
Executive Officer for St Vincent de Paul Society. Mark worked 
with both Erica and Bishop Tim as Director of Pastoral Projects 
between 2023 and 2024.   
Bookings essential due to limited space. RSVP 8/8/26 email 
kristie.mckean@svdpqld.org.au or call/text 0457355787.  See 
flyer for further details. 
 

CATHOLIC MISSION: MISSION AMBASSADOR TRAINING 
SESSION 
When:  9.45am - 12pm Sat 29/8/26  (Morning tea provided) 
Where: St Patrick’s Cathedral Parish Ctr, Conference Room, 
123 Neil St Tmba 
With fewer than 100 days until World Mission Month in 
October, all are warmly welcome to attend a Mission 
Ambassador Training Session for the Toowoomba community. 
This year holds special significance as Catholic Mission 
celebrates the 100th anniversary of World Mission Sunday. It 
is a wonderful opportunity to give thanks for missionaries 
around the globe and reflect on the Church's enduring 
commitment to supporting mission communities. 
Please register your attendance by 21 August 2026 here or by 
contacting brisbane.admin@catholicmission.org.au.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Missionary Fundraiser 
The Missionary Sisters of St Peter Claver are hosting the 

repertory theatre play, EDUCATING RITA by Willy 

Russell.  This is a hilarious comedy about a working class 

girl, Rita, who enrols in an open university course to better 

 
Liturgy Part 1 
Aged Care Facilities 

BUPA Glenvale and Glenvale Villas Gardens are aged care 

facilities situated in our parish and members of our 

community visit, prepare and provide Liturgy of the Word or 

Holy Communion on a regular basis linking the residents to 

the wider faith community.  They also arrange for the 

residents to receive the Sacrament of Anointing twice a year. 

Children’s Liturgy Assistant 

This person acts as a support for the Children’s Liturgy 

leader and the children.  No experience or active 

participation is necessary, however you must hold a current 

Blue Card (the Parish Office can support you with this) and 

be familiar with the Diocesan Safeguarding Policies. 

Children’s Liturgy Leaders 

Children’s Liturgy is held on Sunday mornings during school 

terms at the 9.45am Mass and is designed for children 

between Prep and Year 4.  The aim is to gather the children 

in a separate space to celebrate Liturgy in a way that is more 

appropriate to their level of understanding and enable the 

children to take a more conscious and active part in the 

liturgical celebration.  Activities include hearing the scripture 

and celebrating it through craft, drawing, drama and song.  

A current Blue Card or exemption card is necessary. 

 
 
 

Weekly Spotlight on our Parish 
Groups and Mass Ministries 

Prayer for Vocations 
God our Father, 

You created me with a specific purpose for my life; 

this is my vocation. 

Please help me to hear, understand, 

and follow Your call with my whole heart, 

especially when it seems most difficult. 

We ask that You inspire people whom You call 

to the priesthood and consecrated life 

to courageously follow Your will. 

Send workers into Your great harvest 

so that the Gospel is preached, 

the poor are served with love, 

the suffering are comforted, 

and Your people are strengthened by the sacraments. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
 

To donate to the Holy Spirit Seminary appeal, pick up an 

envelope from the church entrance, click here, or go to 

www.catholicfoundation.org.au/provincialseminary     

 

 
 

OLOL Primary School Master Plan Survey 
To continue to shape a Catholic learning environment that 

nurtures the dignity and potential of every student, enabling 

them to engage, learn and succeed, Our Lady of Lourdes 

Primary School is seeking feedback in preparation for our 

new 10 years and beyond, school master plan. This plan 

seeks to provide continual improvement for our facilities 

and grounds - with a forward-thinking focus. We would 

appreciate you taking 5 minutes, to provide your feedback 

and ideas. Thank you.  
 

Our Lady of Lourdes Master Plan - Families and Community 

Survey – Fill out form 

 
Enrolment at Our Lady of Lourdes Primary 
School 
Our Lady of Lourdes is now taking enrolments for Term 4 

2026 and 2027. Vacancies exist in some classes from Prep 

to Year Six. 

Please call the school office on 07 4591 1200 or click on 

the link below to enrol online. 
 

Enrol - Our Lady of Lourdes Primary School, Toowoomba 

 

https://us.list-manage.com/u3klxgUn9Vz?e=f4c92d325f&c2id=4859825a18ff2a497cf8291e6adc50db
mailto:kristie.mckean@svdpqld.org.au?subject=&body=
https://us.list-manage.com/Pc87y0P8Tf7?e=f4c92d325f&c2id=4859825a18ff2a497cf8291e6adc50db
https://us.list-manage.com/Pc87y0P8Tf7?e=f4c92d325f&c2id=4859825a18ff2a497cf8291e6adc50db
https://us.list-manage.com/7KzbO0Ro5qE?e=94229d10f2&c2id=853419b829d1c364cd1e867f1728f2e8
mailto:brisbane.admin@catholicmission.org.au?subject=&body=
http://www.catholicfoundation.org.au/provincialseminary
http://www.catholicfoundation.org.au/provincialseminary
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=_f1LV0RCBUK3EBaPWwxYDXboavaG73VDmMJvXuA_gwRUQkMzRlE5UU1HWlVKUUtGMVA2OU8zN005OS4u
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=_f1LV0RCBUK3EBaPWwxYDXboavaG73VDmMJvXuA_gwRUQkMzRlE5UU1HWlVKUUtGMVA2OU8zN005OS4u
https://ololtwb.catholic.edu.au/enrol

