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Sunday, 8th February 2026

‘e would like to acknowledge the Giabal and Jarowair peoples, Traditional Owners
of this land and pay our respects to their Elders past and present.

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A

First Reading

Isaiah 58:7-10

A reading from the prophet Isaiah
Your light will shine like the dawn.

Thus says the Lord: Share your bread
with the hungry, and shelter the
homeless poor, clothe the man you see
to be naked and turn not from your own
kin. Then will your light shine like the
dawn and your wound be quickly
healed over. Your integrity will go
before you and the glory of the Lord
behind you. Cry, and the Lord will
answer; call, and he will say, ‘I am
here.’ If you do away with the yoke, the
clenched fist, the wicked word, if you
give your bread to the hungry, and
relief to the oppressed, your light will
rise in the darkness, and your shadows
become like noon.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 111:4-9.R.v.4

(R.) Alight rises in the darkness for the
upright.

1. He is a light in the darkness for the
upright: he is generous, merciful and
just. The good man takes pity and
lends, he conducts his affairs with
honour. (R.)

2. The just man will never waver: he will
be remembered for ever. He has no
fear of evil news; with a firm heart he
trusts in the Lord. (R.)

3. With a steadfast heart he will not
fear; open-handed, he gives to the
poor; his justice stands firm for ever.
His head will be raised in glory. (R.)

Second Reading

1 Corinthians 2:1-5

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the
Corinthians

| came to you to proclaim Christ crucified.

When | came to you, brothers, it was not
with any show of oratory or philosophy,
but simply to tell you what God had
guaranteed. During my stay with you,
the only knowledge | claimed to have
was about Jesus, and only about him as
the crucified Christ. Far from relying on
any power of my own, | came among you
in great ‘fear and trembling’ and in my
speeches and the sermons that | gave,
there were none of the arguments that
belong to philosophy; only a
demonstration of the power of the
Spirit. And | did this so that your faith
should not depend on human
philosophy but on the power of God.

Gospel Acclamation

John 8:12

Alleluia, alleluia!

I am the light of the world, says the Lord;
the man who follows me will have the
light of life.

Alleluia!

Gospel

Matthew 5:13-16

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Matthew

You are the light of the world.

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘You are the
salt of the earth. But if salt becomes
tasteless, what can make it salty
again? It is good for nothing, and can
only be thrown out to be trampled
underfoot by men. ‘You are the light of
the world. A city built on a hill-top
cannot be hidden. No one lights a lamp
to put it under a tub; they put it on the
lamp-stand where it shines for
everyone in the house. In the same way
your light must shine in the sight of
men, so that, seeing your good works,
they may give the praise to your Father
in heaven.’

You are the
light of the

world
Matthew 5:14

Next Week’s Readings (14th/15t Feb 2026) - Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A

1st Reading: Sirach 15:15-20 2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 2:6-10 Gospel: Matthew 5:17-37



https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm

Parish Activities
ANAM CARA - Wednesday 9.00am in the Presbytery

BAPTISM information mornings are held on the 1st Sunday of the month
at 10.45am. Please phone the office if you wish to attend.

CHILDREN'’S LITURGY - 9.45am Mass (except school holidays) for
children in Prep - Yr 4.

FRIENDSHIP & CRAFT GROUP - meet in the Quiet Room at the Church
every Thursday after the 10am Mass.

ECUMENISM GROUP - meet the 4th Saturday of each month at 9:45am
in the Children's Liturgy Room followed by a cuppa.

LITURGY GROUP - meet every 4th Tuesday of the month at 1pm in the
Presbytery.

LOURDES PRAYER GROUP - meet in the Quiet Room every Tuesday after
the 10am Liturgy of The Word.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL - meet the 1st Monday of each month at
6.30pm in the Presbytery Meeting Room.

SOCIAL JUSTICE - meet 1st Sunday of the month at 10:45am in the quiet
room at the Church.

ST VINCENT DE PAUL - meet on the 2nd and 4th Thursday afternoons in
the quiet room at the church at 2pm.

Parish Councillors

Jo Johnston, Jeni Bonell, Jessica Ramos, Emma Dever,
Melissa McLean, Julie Whittaker, Peter Castles, Georgina
Humphrys, Brandon Joseph, Clare Watson

Safeguarding Children, Young
People and Adults at risk

In Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, we commit ourselves to
ensuring the safety and well-being of children, young people
and adults at risk in our Parish community. The best interests
of the child, young person or adult at risk come first.

Our Parish takes a zero tolerance approach to all forms of
abuse. If you have any concerns about the safety of children,
young people and adults at risk please contact our Parish
Safeguarding Representatives, Sue Whitelegg or Jo and Ray
Johnston on 0437 839 838. If you believe anybody is at
immediate risk of harm you should phone 000. You are
encouraged to provide feedback on Safeguarding policies
and procedures. Toowoomba Diocese Safeguarding
Resources can be found at
https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/safeguarding-policy-
resources/
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Following blessings

Today's gospel passage is one that is quite
commonly quoted and relatively well known.
When it is taken in isolation, it's very easy
to forget that these words immediately
follow the Beatitudes that we heard in last
week's gospel. The imperative for justice
in the images of salt and light of the world
becomes even clearer when we remember
that these words follow the blessings on
those who are poor; who mourn; who are
merciful and fight for justice. Jesus has
blessed all these who are least in the world
and then charges the disciples to be salt
and light for them.

Sunday Reflection... © Dianne Bergant CSA

We live in a world where appearances frequently matter more than they should.
Contrary to this predominating tendency, Jesus teaches us that what we do flows
from who and what we are. We can enlighten the world with the message of the
gospel, because our lives have been transformed by that gospel and now we
ourselves are light for others. We can serve others in various ways, only because
we have been saved by God’s grace and now we are agents of that grace in the
lives of others. Our own renewal becomes the means through which God renews
the world.

This may sound grandiose, but it isn’t. It is the truth about the way God works.
Extraordinary things are accomplished through ordinary people. Jesus grew up as
the son of a carpenter; some of the apostles were fishermen; Paul was a
tentmaker; we are clerks and teachers, bus drivers and doctors, bank tellers and
engineers. Like Paul we come to ministry in weakness and fear and much
trembling. It is the Spirit and power of God that work the wonders, and God works
them through mundane elements of life such as light and salt.

As children, many of us learned the corporal and the spiritual works of mercy. We
learned that we can practise them in every walk of life. Today’s readings remind
us of this. We may not be asked to perform extraordinary feats, but all disciples of
Jesus are called upon to do the ordinary things of life in an extraordinary way.

Have 40U
thoUght?

Affirmation or Challenge

The salt and light of the world passage
is often used to affirm and encourage,
but when Jesus tells his disciples - and
us - to be salt and light of the world it is
not so that they can draw attention and
glory to themselves. The whole purpose
of being salt and light is to lead others
into right relationship with one another
and with God. Whilst the translation we
have clearly states that disciples are to
be salt and light of the world, it is just as
clear that the intention is that they/we be
salt and light for the world.

Livingzg0Spel
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Be the change Breaking news!

A man who took
an Airline

Gandbhi, the great leader of the Indian
independence movement, is credited
with saying, “You must be the change
you want to see in the world.” He sought

a life free from tyranny and violence
and so led a movement of non-violent
resistance. It's tempting to think that
he may have been influenced by some
of the teachings of Jesus because so
much of his approach reflected Jesus’
call for justice. The charge to be the
light of the world that shines in the
sight of all and sets an example for all
is echoed succinctly in Gandhi's words.

company to court
after his luggage
went missing.

Has lost his case.




Please Pray For...

Recent Deaths:
Anniversaries: (6th - 12t Feb) Mary Dwyer, Peter Dowton, Yvonne Adamson, Terry Fallon, Des McGovern, Gloria
Glennon, Anne Fisher, Edna Thomson, Dan Shine, Mary Richters, Marie Langton, Veronica Hodkinson, Annette Baxter, Ellen
Locke, Rev Fr Raymond White, Most Rev James Byrne DD

Those Who Are Sick:

Gerard Nolan, Hannah Parton (of Bargara), Garry Birch, Sr Cecilia Bailey, Peter Reynolds, Peter

Hickey, Kathie Ober, Brian Reardon, Van Vu, Eileen Reedy, Kevin Arnott, Carmel Green, Jasmine Fletcher, Margaret Conrick,
Hazel Soriano, Tim & Olivia Zvirblis, Audrey Bentley, Yvonne Oliveiro, Gregory and Genia Casey, Noel Lipp, Michael (Micky)
Lynch, Carmel & Ron O'Brien, Lillian Roberts, Brian Thomson, Peggy Thies, John Axtell, Noel O'Mara, Mick O'Mara

February Birthdays: Margaret Greer, Colleen Redinger, Pat McDonnell, Laura Bentley, Michael Kelly, Joan O’Sullivan,

Vic White

Parish News...

Sat o Dinner 5-6pm in the church
7t Feb o 6.30pm Mass
Sun o 9.45am Mass including Children’s Liturgy
8t Feb and morning tea to follow. Please bring a
plate to share
Mon o)
Ot Feb
Tues o 10am LOW
10t Feb o 10am Glenvale Villas Visitation
o 10.30am Prayer Group
Wed o 9am Anam Cara in the Presbytery
11t Feb o 10am Feast Day Mass in School Hall
Thurs o 10am Mass
12th Feb o 10.30am Craft and Friendship Group
o 2pm SVDP Meeting
Fri
13t Feb
Date Claimers:
11th Feb - Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes - Mass in the
school hall at 20am.
14t /15t Feb - Project Compassion Launch
17t Feb - Liturgy of the Word followed by Pancakes for
Shrove Tuesday
18th Feb - Ash Wednesday - Mass 5.30pm

21st/22nd Feb -

22nd Feb -

First Sunday of Lent
First Sacramental Workshop 10.45am

Speual Anmversary

Wishing Pat & Joan O’Sullivan a very
happy 67t Wedding Anniversary for

OLOL Feast Day & Volunteer Celebrations
This weekend we acknowledge and thank all the wonderful
volunteers who serve in our parish. From the very young to
the young at heart, we would not be able to offer the many
programs or maintain the upkeep of the Church and its
grounds, without their service and talent. May we
remember to keep in our prayers all our volunteers - past,
present and future. May God continue to strengthen and
call us.
Prayer for Volunteers
Jesus, we were created in the image of your love.
Even now you call your Church to be your hands & feet,
to offer loving service to one another in your name.
We give you thanks for the Spirit you send to sustain and
strengthen us in our works of love.

We give you thanks for the members you raise up to
respond with special service, each in their own way, to the
needs of our parish and our local communities.
Please bless all who freely labour for your love,
especially the volunteers who give of themselves.
Bring to fulfiiment the gifts they offer in hope of a better
world, and help us to see in one another the beauty and
dignity that you bestow on each person.

Renew our hearts in grace and gratitude,
that we may always find new reasons for joy. Amen.

THANK YOU VULUNTEERS’
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Wonderful news

Pavi, Phil and | just wanted to pass on the wonderful news
that today Pavi finally received her Permanent Residency.
She is safe in Australia and is able to study, work, and live
a full life. We wanted to thank you all from the bottom of

DI iappy = 1 February! Your marriage is a our hearts for your support and advocacy over the many
b gann;t‘;e;mw’~i wonderful testament to faith, love, | Y&ars- It_has been a long journey but today.it has a.II been
D onclerful » and perseverance. May the Lord wprthwhﬂe. The support of the community, family a_nd
®™ & couple continue to hold you close and friends has kept us all going through some very challenging
i N & @ bless you always. times. We are so blessed to have had you all walking the
N vy N - journey with us. Pavi, Phil and Moira
Planned Giving for w/e 1st Feb 2026: Loose Collection = $558.20 Envelopes = $577.00 Weekly Total = $1,135.20
Date Welcomers Commentary Ministers of the Offertory Extraordinary Ipad Piety

Word Procession Ministers Operator Stall
14t Feb H. K Walsh

at H;;?Eﬁrt G Ferguson inseelfh Hoopert Famliy| W. E Castles J Ferguson D Clark
6.30pm y y W. L Walsh
15t Feb H. J Bonell

at i?dlﬁrn C Hudson DTLOL;?]g Dias Family | W. C Watson K Langdale | R Coonan
9.45am y W. A Cournane




Thank You for your contribution The Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes -
The Parish Pastoral Council extends a special thanks to all February 11

those people who attended the Parish meeting on
Wednesday night. Your presence and active participation | In 1848 a 14 year old girl named Bernadette claimed to
will provide valuable insights for our new pastor, BJ and the | have seen visions of a lady. How much do you know
Parish Pastoral Council as we work together to continue to | apout St Bernadette and the Feast of Our Lady of
move forward and build on our wonderful parish community.

s ) g : Lourdes?
,Soztérig:gary of the discussions will be provided as soon as 1. What was St Bernadette’s Surname?
i a. Satre b. Truffaut
His Eminance Mykola Cardinal Bychok CSsR | c. Dumas d. Soubirous
" w +

- ~

2. In which country is Lourdes?
a. Spain b. Switzerland
c. France d. Belgium

3. St Bernadette had 18 visions. The second one
happened on what date, often associated with a loving
saint?

a. 25th December b. 31st October

c. 17t March d. 14t February

4. The actual location of the apparitions was in a place
called Massabielle, meaning what?
. Place of light b. A beautiful meadow

Dinner Thursday 26 March . Thehillof grass  d. An old rock

Breakfast Friday 27t March
Tickets Are Selling Fast - Don’t Miss Out . What river flows through Lourdes?

events will not be repeated, and seating is limited. Book your| . | sire d. Dordogne
Dinner Ticket here. Book your Breakfast Ticket here

. How is Our Lady of Lourdes usually depicted?

. Wearing a white veil and a white gown with a blue
sash.
b. Wearing a white veil and a blue gown with a white

a
c
5

Avoid disappointment by securing your place now. These| a. Seine b. Gave
c
6
a

World Day of Prayer Thursday 5" March
10am Church of Christ Toowoomba North

18 Progress Crt, Harlaxton

Contact: Fiona Margetts fiona.margetts@gmail.com or

0418 747 739 sash. _ _ | |
6.30pm St Bart’s Anglican Church c. Wearing a blue veil and a blue gown with a white
103 Stenner St, Rangeville. sash. ' . . |

Contact: Penny Fuelling: pmfuelling@gmail.com or d. Wearing a blue veil and a white gown with a blue
0436 407 553 sash.

I Am Light - Daily Lenten Prayers 7. What was a significant piece of information that Our

| Am Light, Jesuit and Ignatian Spirituality, offers 2.30min | Lady told St Bernadette that she was?

daily video prayers, inviting you to pause, reflect, and notice . The Immaculate Conception

God’s presence in Scripture, music, and images. Each day is A patron saint of France

a chance to encounter Christ’s light in your life and in the ) ’

world. Created by Michael Hansen SJ, these brief daily | G- Her great-grandmother come back to see her
prayers will enlighten you through Lent and prepare you for - A'special nun.

. Which mountain range can be seen from Lourdes?

your blessing to your inbox each day from Ash Wednesday Alps b. Pyrenees

18th February to Easter Sunday 5t April 2026.

a
b
c
d

the night of lights on Holy Saturday. Register here to receive 8
a
c. Juras d. Vosges

Pope Leo’s Monthly Intention February ‘26 9

For children with incurable diseases.

Let us pray that children suffering from incurable diseases

. The largest church in Lourdes in an underground
basilica named after which Pope?

and their families receive the necessary medical care and a. Pope John Paul Il b. Pope Gregory X
support, never losing strength and hope. c. Pope Paul VI d. Pope Pius X

Social Justice Statement February 2026 10. In which French place did St. Bernadette die?
The Cost of our Living: Economic and Social Justice for the | @. Paris b. Rouen

Common Good is the first of two Social Justice Statements | c. Lourdes d. Nevers

to be released in 2026. The statement is an invitation to
listen to human stories of struggle and resilience and
support those in need. A copy can be found on the POL P6 Qg €L B'9 0GPy PE O2°C P°L
noticeboard. View the launch here at 11am on 9th February.



https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1484371?utm_source=eNewsletter+Subscriber+List&utm_campaign=c5d9003466-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2025_11_19_02_44_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-083aa08dd6-746415034
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1485984?utm_source=eNewsletter+Subscriber+List&utm_campaign=c5d9003466-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2025_11_19_02_44_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-083aa08dd6-746415034
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