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We would like to acknowledge the Giabal and Jarowair peoples, Traditional Owners
of this land and pay our respects to their Elders past and present.

Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A

First Reading

Ezekiel 33:7-9

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel

If you have not warned the wicked man, then I will
hold you responsible for his death.

The word of the Lord was addressed to
me as follows, ‘Son of man, | have
appointed you as sentry to the House
of Israel. When you hear a word from my
mouth, warn them in my name. If | say to
a wicked man: Wicked wretch, you are to
die, and you do not speak to warn the
wicked man to renounce his ways, then
he shall die for his sin, but | will hold you
responsible for his death. If, however,
you do warn a wicked man to renounce
his ways and repent, and he does not
repent, then he shall die for his sin, but
you yourself will have saved your life.’

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 94:1-2.6-9. R. v.8

(R.) O that today you would listen to his
voice! Harden not your hearts.

1. Come, ring out our joy to the Lord; hail
the rock who saves us. Let us come
before him, giving thanks, with songs let
us hail the Lord. (R.)

2. Come in; let us bow and bend low; let
us kneel before the God who made us
for he is our God and we the people who
belong to his pasture, the flock that is
led by his hand. (R.)

3. 0 that today you would listen to his
voice! ‘Harden not your hearts as
at Meribah, as on that day at Massah in
the desert when your fathers put me to
the test; when they tried me, though they
saw my work.” (R.)

Second Reading

Romans 13:8-10

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Romans

Love is the fulfilment of the Law.

Avoid getting into debt, except the
debt of mutual love. If you love your
fellow men you have carried out your
obligations. All the commandments:
You shall not commit adultery, you
shall not Kill, you shall not steal, you
shall not covet, and so on, are
summed up in this single command:
You must love your neighbour as
yourself. Love is the one thing that
cannot hurt your neighbour; that is why
it is the answer to every one of the
commandments.

Gospel Acclamation

2 Corinthians 5:19

Alleluia, alleluia!

God was in Christ, to reconcile the
world to himself;

and the Good News of reconciliation
he has entrusted to us.

Alleluia!

-

"For where two or three are  ~
gathered together in my name,
there am I in the midst of them."

Matthew 18:20

Gospel

Matthew 18:15-20

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Matthew

If your brother or sister listens to you, you will
have won that person back.

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘If your
brother does something wrong, go and
have it out with him alone, between
your two selves. If he listens to you,
you have won back your brother. If he
does not listen, take one or two others
with you: the evidence of two or three
witnesses is required to sustain any
charge. But if he refuses to listen to
these, report it to the community; and
if he refuses to listen to the
community, treat him like a pagan or a
tax collector. ‘I tell you solemnly,
whatever you bind on earth shall be
considered bound in  heaven;
whatever you loose on earth shall be
considered loosed in heaven. ‘I tell you
solemnly once again, if two of you on
earth agree to ask anything at all, it will
be granted to you by my Father in
heaven. For where two or three meet
in my name, | shall be there with
them.’

Next Week’s Readings (12th/13th Sep 2026) - Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A

1st Reading: Sirach 27:30 - 28:7 2nd Reading: Romans 14:7-9 Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35




Parish Activities
ANAM CARA - Wednesday 9.00am in the Presbytery

BAPTISM information mornings are held on the 1st Sunday of the
month at 10.45am. Please phone the office if you wish to attend.

CHILDREN'’S LITURGY - 9.45am Mass (except school holidays) for
children in Prep - Yr 4.

FRIENDSHIP & CRAFT GROUP - meet in the Quiet Room at the Church
every Thursday after the 10am Mass.

LITURGY GROUP - meet every 4th Tuesday of the month at 1pm in the
Presbytery.

LOURDES PRAYER GROUP - meet in the Quiet Room every Tuesday
after the 10am Liturgy of The Word.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL - meet the 1st Monday of each month
at 6.30pm in the Presbytery Meeting Room.

SPRED - meet most Wednesdays during school term at 6.30pm in
the Quiet Room

ST VINCENT DE PAUL - meet on the 2nd and 4th Thursday afternoons
in the quiet room at the church at 2pm.

Parish Councillors

Jessica Anderson, Jeni Bonell, Peter Castles, Chris Golightly,
Georgina Humphrys, Jo Johnston, Brandon Joseph, Melissa
McLean, Clare Watson, Bernadette Witham

Safeguarding Children, Young
People and Adults at risk

In Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, we commit ourselves to
ensuring the safety and well-being of children, young people
and adults at risk in our Parish community. The best interests
of the child, young person or adult at risk come first.

Our Parish takes a zero tolerance approach to all forms of
abuse. If you have any concerns about the safety of children,
young people and adults at risk please contact our Parish
Safeguarding Representatives, Sue Whitelegg or Jo and Ray
Johnston on 0437 839 838. If you believe anybody is at
immediate risk of harm you should phone 000. You are
encouraged to provide feedback on Safeguarding policies
and procedures. Toowoomba Diocese Safeguarding
Resources can be found at
https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/safeguarding-policy-
resources/

Sunday Reflection

HistoricaL
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“Tell the Church”

The idea of bringing a ‘sinner’ or offender
before the church community to be
confronted is one that the early Christians

borrowed from the Jewish culture out of to be transformed.

which they were formed. In Jewish society,
the local synagogue was effectively a
community centre. It was a gathering
place, not only for worship and education,
but also for meeting, debating and seeking
solutions to problems. The synagogue
community took on the role of mediator,
witness, jury, judge and, if needed,
punisher. The role of the scribes in Jewish
society was to interpret the Law - the Torah
- in resolving everyday situations.

Dianne Bergant CSA

It is difficult for leaders to call people to accountability. Such is the unenviable
responsibility of pastors in the parish, coordinators of religious education,
members of the parish council, principals in the school, directors of liturgical
ministry, to name but a few. Disciples must also engage in the very difficult process
of reconciliation. Differences of opinion, misunderstandings, and actual offences
tend to alienate people. We see this happen in families, neighbourhoods, parish
communities, workplaces. It is not enough to say that we must try to forgive from
our hearts. The process of reconciliation requires significant movement toward the
admission of guilt as well. Both the one offended and the offender must be willing

Gathering two or three together in prayerful collaboration is not as easy as it
sounds. If collaboration is to be effective, we have to be open and honest about
our opinions and our biases, and respectful of the opinions and biases of others.
We must work for the common good and not merely for what we personally think
is best. We must be willing to accept and implement decisions with which we may
not totally agree, and we must live with them gracefully. All of this calls for unselfish
love. Love fulfils the entire law only: when we honour our personal commitments
and the personal commitments of others; when we value the life, dignity and
reputation of others; and when we respect their possessions. It is only because
love is so demanding that it covers all of our responsibilities.

Bad Dad Jokes for Fathers’
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What’s E.T. short for?
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Because he’s only got tiny legs!

A Scriptural Sandwich

The placement of this discourse about
confronting your brother within the gospel of
Matthew helps to shed light on its meaning.
Immediately preceding this passage is the
parable of the Lost Sheep, about leaving the
99 to go out in search of the one lost sheep.
Immediately following this week'’s passage is
the parable of the unmerciful or unforgiving
servant who, despite receiving forgiveness of
his own debt from his master, throws a fellow
servant in debtors prison for failing to pay back
money owed. The three passages together
give a detailed discourse on forgiveness and
reconciliation - dealing with those who have
sinned, even against you personally and the
powerful call to compassion and mercy.

Facing the issue

It can be very difficult when we feel that
someone has hurt us to actually go and
speak to them about how we are feeling.
It is so much easier to revel in our hurt
or seek payback for the hurt. Sometimes
we feel that we might ruin a friendship
by speaking to our friend about a way
in which they have hurt us. But a hurt
that goes unaddressed will continue to
hurt and will probably be repeated. This
week’s gospel reminds us of the need to
challenge our friends when they hurt us
but it also reminds us that when we have
hurt others we need to be challenged
about it and called to account for our
actions.

What do you call a showman with a
six-pack?
An abdominal snowman!

Why can’t you send a duck to space?
The Bill would be astronomical!

Why is it so cheap to throw a party at
a haunted house?
The ghosts bring all the boos!

Lance isn’'t a common name these
days, but in medieval times,
Kids were called Lance a lot.

| tried to start a professional hide
and seek team, but it didn’t work out.
Good players are hard to find.




Please Pray For...
Recent Deaths: Kevin Stapleton

Anniversaries: (4t - 10t Sep) Leo 0’'Shea, Joan Palmero, Pat O’Mara, Raymond Stein, Ellen Kearney, Philomena Sleba,
Eroni Vakaci, Barry Kirwin, Douglas Liebke, Russell Kirwin, Rosalie Newmann, David Fraser, Clem Walsh, Teresa Maud Dwyer,

Zoe Axtell, Rev Fr Sydney Kattie, Rev Fr Myles Patrick Smith

Those Who Are Sick: Barry Coonan, Ray Johnston, Gary Andrews, Eileen Reedy, Kev Roberts, Margaret York, Gerard
Nolan, Sr Cecilia Bailey, Peter Reynolds, Kathie Ober, Margaret Conrick, Audrey Bentley, Noel Lipp, Michael (Micky) Lynch, Carmel
& Ron O'Brien, Lillian Roberts, Brian Thomson, Peggy Thies, John Axtell, Tim & Olivia Zvirblis, Mick O'Mara

September Birthdays: Kathy Dangerfield, Sandra Sullivan, Helen Kuper, Val Bowe, Jo Michel, Kathy Langdale, Max
Jones, Scotty, Jenny Ferguson, Chris Golightly, Dave Morrow, Clyde Hudson, Denise Short, Brian Thomson

Parish News...

Sat o 5.30pm Mass (Father’s Day)
5t Sep Mass at St Anthony's
Sun o 9.45am Mass with Children’s Liturgy (Father’'s
6t Sep Day)
Mon
7th Sep
Tues o 10am LOW (Feast of the Nativity of the
8 Sep Blessed Virgin Mary)
o 10.30am Prayer Group in the Church
o 10.30am Glenvale Villas Visitation
o 6pm Sacrament of Reconciliation
Wed o 9am Anam Cara in the Presbytery
oth Sep o
Thur o 10am Mass
10t Sep | o 10.30am Craft and Friendship Group
o 2pm SVDP Meeting
Fri o 11am Funeral Service for Kevin Stapleton
11t Sep
Little Books

If you would like to order the Little Books for Advent and Lent,
please contact the Parish Office as soon as possible. Orders
close on Friday 12th September and the cost should remain at
around $4 per book.

Flick and Tick — Reminder to Complete

Please remember to complete the online Flick and Tick form.
Paper copies are available at the back of the church for those
who would prefer paper copies. The Guide for Parish Ministry
has been included as a button on your bulletin email and there
are copies available at the back of the church.

QJKO"‘A ¥
N /4{

Congratulations

Congratulations to Vic & Margaret White
who celebrated 67 beautiful years of
marriage on 3 Sept. May God continue to
bless you both with His love, and may the

You are Invited to our Soup Night
Made with Al

‘s Please Jomustocelebrate‘ », f
&y ~ the new Mass times! =

: Saturday, September 12th .

\ s * Following the 5:30 PM Mass -

Church Grounds Tidy Up — Next Saturday

The Gardening & Maintenance group is planning a tidy up
of the church grounds and gardens for the parish jubilee in
November. Please come along and lend a hand from

years ahead be filled with joy, peace and - (| /+# | 830am - 12pm on Sat 12t Sept. A bbq lunch will follow.
many more cherished moments together. SOV Many hands make light work!
Welcomers Commentary Ministers of the Offertory Extraordinary Ipad Piety
Word Procession Ministers Operator Stall
12t Sep . . H: E Castles
at é gl |ﬁhelr| G Ferguson CJ(.;N |Il.scr>]rt1| Ward Family | W: S Kelly J Ferguson D Clark
5.30pm choo olightly W: K Walsh
13t Sep H: S Rosentreter
at RAFSaJIr?P C Hudson '\}II gﬁgfgs Dias Family | W: P Murphy J Cash M Webb
9.45am W: A Cournane



https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=DQSIkWdsW0yxEjajBLZtrQAAAAAAAAAAAAO__TrCFXFUNzk0TDdaVTJQVkE1UlQ5QVNLNVJJNzNaTC4u&route=shorturl
https://1drv.ms/b/c/24fd6a707fdca119/IQDzJMNYKRHoTZ0Xb8mbDUrPAeaCPJkOB1a5ujf2nCW5jmY?e=6WHcfz

Priests’ Retirement Foundation Appeal

Our retired priests have given their lives in faithful service -
supporting our communities, celebrating the sacraments,
and being present in times of joy and sorrow. In retirement,
many rely on the Priests’ Retirement Foundation for
essential care, including accommodation, healthcare, and
daily living support. This Father’'s Day, please consider
making a gift to support Fr John and other retired priests
who have dedicated their lives to serving our
communities. To donate or learn more, please go to
https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/ways-to-give-prf/ . Appeal
envelopes can be found on the tables at the church
entrances. Please keep our retired priests in your prayers
during this appeal.

Honouring a Lifetime
of Service: Support
Our Retired Priests
Please consider a gift to help
provide accommodation,
healthcare, and daily support

for Fr Quinlan and other
retired priests.

Catholic Diocese of
5 TOOWOOMBA

www.twb.catholic.org.au/donate

A Prayer for Fathers

Loving God, we thank You for the gift of fatherhood.
We pray that You would fill the hearts of all fathers with
Your divine love and compassion.

Teach them to be patient, kind, and gentle with their
children,

reflecting Your unconditional love for us.

May they always be a shining example of Your grace and
mercy to their families.

We ask this through Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Flood disaster in Nepal

Caritas teams are on the ground assessing the scale of the
disastrous Nepalese floods and how to respond. It is
expected that the needs will most likely include: emergency
shelter and essential items, access to clean water and
sanitation, access to food and immediate and long-term
recovery. If you are able to support Caritas Australia’s Nepal
Floods Appeal, visit www.caritas.org.au/nepal or use the
envelopes on the tables at the church entrances.

Diocesan Jubilee Celebrations

Bishop Ken Howell together with the Diocesan Council of
Priests extends a very warm invitation to the Jubilee
celebrations of Frs. John Quinlan, Peter Doohan and Brian
Noonan on Wednesday 21st October, 2026, beginning
with Mass at St Patrick’s Cathedral at 11.00am, followed
by refreshments for everyone in the Cathedral Centre.

Ignite Conference 2026

This year, the Ignite Conference will be held from Thursday
24th Sept to Sunday 27th Sept at St Laurence’s College in
South Brisbane. Fr Bony and the Parish Pastoral Council are
very keen to coordinate a group from our parish to attend
this year’s conference. Please consider being part of this
amazing experience and opportunity. For full event info, go
to https://igniteconference.com.au/about The Diocese
and the Parish Pastoral Council are offering financial
assistance for interested youth. Please register your
interest with the parish office ASAP.

Season of Creation 15t Sept to 4t" Oct

The theme for Season of Creation this year is Living
Water. The Biblical text for this year is drawn from Ezekiel
47: 1- 12, which portrays God'’s life-giving water flowing
from the temple of God. The river grows deeper and
deeper restoring barren land, reviving waters, and
sustaining flourishing ecosystems. The vision invites
human responsibility: recognising ecological damage,
embracing interconnectedness, we are called to immerse
ourselves in the water, and actively safeguarding and
working for the renewal of creation so that environmental
healing and human well-being may flourish together.

Have you booked your FREE

lunch ticket?

Join us for the OLOL Parish 75th Celebration Lunch

following our Jubilee Mass.

Lunch is FREE, but bookings are essential for catering purposes.

Sunday 8 November 2026

Book via the below link or call the Parish Office for assistance

https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1620248



https://email.jesuitcommunications.com/t/d-l-wydtdtk-dkfuhkdn-i/
https://igniteconference.com.au/about
https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/ways-to-give-prf/
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1620248

