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Sunday, 2nd August 2026 

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A 

Next Week’s Readings (8th/9th Aug 2026) – Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year A 
1st Reading: 1 Kings 19:9. 11-13  2nd Reading: Romans 9:1-5  Gospel: Matthew 14:22-33 

First Reading 
Isaiah 55:1-3 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

Hasten and eat. 

Thus says the Lord: Oh, come to the 

water all you who are thirsty; though you 

have no money, come! Buy corn without 

money, and eat, and, at no cost, wine 

and milk. Why spend money on what is 

not bread, your wages on what fails to 

satisfy? Listen, listen to me and you will 

have good things to eat and rich food to 

enjoy. Pay attention, come to me; listen, 

and your soul will live. With you I will 

make an everlasting covenant out of the 

favours promised to David. 

 

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 144:8-9. 15-18. R. v.16 
 

(R.) The hand of the Lord feeds us: he 

answers all our needs. 

 

1. The Lord is kind and full of 

compassion, slow to anger, abounding 

in love. How good is the Lord to all, 

compassionate to all his creatures. (R.) 
 

2. The eyes of all creatures look to you 

and you give them their food in due time. 

You open wide your hand, grant the 

desires of all who live. (R.) 
 

3.  The Lord is just in all his ways and 

loving in all his deeds. He is close to all 

who call him, call on him from their 

hearts. (R.) 

 

 

Second Reading 
Romans 8:35. 37-39 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 

Romans 

No creature can separate us from the love of 

God, which is in Christ. 

Nothing can come between us and the 

love of Christ, even if we are troubled 

or worried, or being persecuted, or 

lacking food or clothes, or being 

threatened or even attacked. These 

are the trials through which we 

triumph, by the power of him who 

loved us. For I am certain of this: 

neither death nor life, no angel, no 

prince, nothing that exists, nothing still 

to come, not any power, or height or 

depth, nor any created thing, can ever 

come between us and the love of God 

made visible in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 
Matthew 4:4 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

No one lives on bread alone, but on 

every word that comes from the mouth 

of God. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

Gospel 
Matthew 14:13-21 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 

Matthew  

No one lives on bread alone, but on every word 

that comes from the mouth of God.. 
 

When Jesus received the news of John 

the Baptist’s death he withdrew by 

boat to a lonely place where they could 

be by themselves. But the people 

heard of this and, leaving the towns, 

went after him on foot. So as he 

stepped ashore he saw a large crowd; 

and he took pity on them and healed 

their sick. When evening came, the 

disciples went to him and said, ‘This is 

a lonely place, and the time has 

slipped by; so send the people away, 

and they can go to the villages to buy 

themselves some food.’ Jesus replied, 

‘There is no need for them to go: give 

them something to eat yourselves.’ 

But they answered, ‘All we have with 

us is five loaves and two fish.’ ‘Bring 

them here to me,’ he said. He gave 

orders that the people were to sit down 

on the grass; then he took the five 

loaves and the two fish, raised his eyes 

to heaven and said the blessing. And 

breaking the loaves he handed them 

to his disciples who gave them to the 

crowds. They all ate as much as they 

wanted, and they collected the scraps 

remaining, twelve baskets full. Those 

who ate numbered about five 

thousand men, to say nothing of 

women and children. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Reflection by Father Bony  
The God who makes sure we are fed.  
This week, I came across the famous story of Rabia al-Adawiyya, an eighth-century 

Sufi mystic. She was once seen running through the streets carrying a torch in one 

hand and a bucket of water in the other. When asked what she was doing, she 

replied that she wanted to burn down Paradise and put out the fires of Hell, so that 

people might love God neither for reward nor from fear of punishment, but simply 

for the love of God. It is a startling image. It made me wonder how often our 

relationship with God becomes transactional. We try to be good so that God will 

bless us. We pray because we are frightened of what might happen if we do not. 

Without realising it, we can begin to imagine God as a divine accountant, carefully 

recording our virtues and failures. There is, of course, a place for judgment and 

responsibility in our faith. But this Sunday’s readings begin somewhere deeper. 

Before God judges, God gives. Before we have earned anything, God has already 

prepared a table. “Come, all you who are thirsty,” Isaiah says. “Come, buy and eat… 

without money and without cost.” Saint Paul assures us that nothing in all creation 

can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. Then, in the Gospel, this love 

becomes visible and tangible. Jesus sees the hungry crowd and does not send 

them away. He takes what little is available, blesses it, breaks it and gives it. 

Everyone eats, and there is still more left over. When I was a child, my grandfather 

would sometimes take me to a large church famous for its feast of Saint Sebastian. 

Going out for food was rare, and these feast days were among the few occasions 

when it happened. I went along thinking only of eating out. While he knelt and 

prayed for us all, I waited patiently, eyeing the shops where I wanted to eat. My 

hunger and excitement made my grandfather's prayer feel as if it would never end. 

My grandfather did not have much money. At the small hotel near the church, he 

would order one cup of coffee and ask them to divide it between two glasses. He 

would choose one dish from the menu and request an extra plate. Then he would 

carefully divide the food, saying that he only wanted half. I would quickly finish my 

portion. Somehow, my grandfather always seemed to notice. Without making a 

fuss, he would begin moving what remained on his plate towards mine. He 

pretended that he was no longer hungry, and I was happy to believe him. 

Only much later did I understand what was happening. His "half" had always been 

meant for me. He never announced it as a sacrifice. He simply said he only wanted 

half, and let that small, invented arithmetic carry all the weight, so that I never 

once felt I owed him anything. I only felt fed. 

Perhaps this is one way of understanding the heart of God. God does not make us 

feel the cost of the gift. God simply makes sure that we are fed. In Jesus, God takes 

the little we bring, blesses it, breaks it and gives it back in abundance. The crowd 

on that hillside had not even asked to be fed, they had come for something else 

entirely, and yet they went home with baskets to spare, more than they arrived 

with. That is the shape of grace: never measured out to match what we deserve, 

always more than the moment requires. 

Fr B 

 

 
           

Thought of the week… 
 

 
 

Parish Activities 
 

ANAM CARA – Wednesday 9.00am in the Presbytery 
 

BAPTISM information mornings are held on the 1st Sunday of the 

month at 10.45am.  Please phone the office if you wish to attend. 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY - 9.45am Mass (except school holidays) for 

children in Prep - Yr 4. 
 

FRIENDSHIP & CRAFT GROUP - meet in the Quiet Room at the Church 

every Thursday after the 10am Mass. 
 

LITURGY GROUP - meet every 4th Tuesday of the month at 1pm in the 

Presbytery. 
 

LOURDES PRAYER GROUP - meet in the Quiet Room every Tuesday 

after the 10am Liturgy of The Word. 
 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL – meet the 1st Monday of each month 

at 6.30pm in the Presbytery Meeting Room. 
 

SPRED – meet most Wednesdays during school term at 6.30pm in 

the Quiet Room 
 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL - meet on the 2nd and 4th Thursday afternoons 

in the quiet room at the church at 2pm. 
 

 

 

 

 

Parish Councillors 
Jo Johnston, Jeni Bonell, Emma Dever, Melissa McLean, Julie 

Whittaker, Peter Castles, Georgina Humphrys, Brandon 

Joseph, Clare Watson, Jessica Anderson, Chris Golightly, 

Bernadette Witham 
 

Safeguarding Children, Young 
People and Adults at risk 
In Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, we commit ourselves to 

ensuring the safety and well-being of children, young people 

and adults at risk in our Parish community. The best interests 

of the child, young person or adult at risk come first.  

Our Parish takes a zero tolerance approach to all forms of 

abuse. If you have any concerns about the safety of children, 

young people and adults at risk please contact our Parish 

Safeguarding Representatives, Sue Whitelegg or Jo and Ray 

Johnston on 0437 839 838.  If you believe anybody is at 

immediate risk of harm you should phone 000. You are 

encouraged to provide feedback on Safeguarding policies 

and procedures.   Toowoomba Diocese Safeguarding  
 

Resources can be found at 

https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/safeguarding-policy-

resources/ 

© Dianne Bergant CSA 

© Dianne Bergant CSA 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

   

 

 

 
 
 

 
  

 Welcomers Commentary Ministers of the 

Word 

Offertory 

Procession 

Extraordinary 

Ministers 

Ipad 

Operator 

Piety  

Stall 

8th Aug 

at 

6.30pm 

J & P 

O’Sullivan 
C Ferguson 

P Hoopert 

C Golightly  

M Cushway 

J Joseph 

H: S Kelly 

W: M Cushway 

W: L Walsh 

C Juillerat J Sullivan 

9th Aug 

at 

9.45am 

R Fallon 

A Suhr 
J Anderson 

C Rawlinson 

K Kruger 

A Cournane 

D Young 

H: J Bonell 

W: R Fallon 

W: C Anderson 

Dias Family R Coonan 

Parish News... 
 

Sat  

1st Aug 
o 6.30pm Mass  

Sun  

2nd Aug 
o 9.45am Mass (School Staff Thank You Mass 

& Morning Tea) 

Mon  

3rd Aug 
o 6.30pm Parish Council Meeting 

Tues  

4th Aug 
o 10am LOW  

o 10.30am Prayer Group in the Church 

Wed  

5th Aug 
o 9am Anam Cara in the Presbytery 

o 6.30pm SPRED 

Thur 6th 

Aug 
o 10am Mass (Transfiguration of the Lord) 

o 10.30am Craft and Friendship Group 

Fri  

7th Aug 
o Pastoral Visit Bishop Ken 

 
 

 

Changes to Mass times 
From the weekend of 5th/6th September, the 5.30pm Vigil 

Mass will be at St Anthony’s on the 1st and 3rd weekends of 

the month and Our Lady of Lourdes on the 2nd and 4th 

weekends of the month. Both parishes will have a vigil Mass 

on the 5th Sunday of the month.  The Sunday morning Masses 

will be 8 am at St Anthony’s and 9:45 am at Our Lady of 

Lourdes.  The PPC understands there may be some 

disappointment and is very grateful to all parishioners for your 

patience and understanding.   

Feast of St Mary of the Cross MacKillop 
Bishop Ken will celebrate Mass with us at 10am on Saturday 

8th August for the Feast of St Mary of the Cross MacKillop.  

Morning Tea will be served after Mass so please come along 

and spend some time with Bishop Ken and the parish 

community.  Please note, a morning Mass on a Saturday does 

not fulfil your Sunday obligation.  

Birthday Wishes 
Congratulations and best wishes to Anne Mullins who was 89 

on the 28th July, Carmel O’Brien who turned 81 on the 31st July 

and to Sr Mary Cleary who celebrates her 86th Birthday on 3rd 

August.  Wishing you all God’s richest blessings and His loving 

presence always.  Happy Birthday Anne, Carmel and Sr Mary! 

 

Please Pray For...   

Recent Deaths:  Bob Durkin 
 
 

Anniversaries: (31st July – 6th Aug) John Francis Roessler, Kathleen May Roessler, Cec Curr, Ron Green, Tom Arnell, 

Veronica Pauli, Rev Fr Peter Schultz 
 
 

Those Who Are Sick: Ray Johnston, Gary Andrews, Elijah, Eileen Reedy, Kev Roberts, Margaret York, Gerard Nolan, Sr 

Cecilia Bailey, Peter Reynolds, Kathie Ober, Margaret Conrick, Audrey Bentley, Noel Lipp, Michael (Micky) Lynch, Carmel & 

Ron O'Brien, Lillian Roberts, Brian Thomson, Peggy Thies, John Axtell, Tim & Olivia Zvirblis, Mick O'Mara 
 
 

August Birthdays: Maria Morcom, Ashley Coonan, Sr Mary Cleary, Joan MacGinley, Terry McGovern, Anne Cournane, 

Ros Coonan, Carlos De Silva, Pat O’Sullivan, Abbie Jones, Simon Ferguson, Sarah Kelly 

 

 Teacher & Staff Mass and Morning Tea 
This week, Catholic schools across Queensland celebrated 

Catholic Education Week, a time to give thanks for the life, 

faith and learning nurtured within our school communities. 

Guided by the theme Share Your Light, Inspire Others, we 

recognise the many ways students, staff, parents and 

families share their gifts in service of the Gospel and the 

wider community. We ask God’s blessing upon all who 

teach, learn and grow together, and that their light may 

continue to inspire hope, faith and love in our world.  

 

Morning tea will be served after the 9.45am Mass.  

Please come along and  

show your appreciation.  
 

Please bring a plate for a  

shared morning tea 

following Mass 
 

 
Message from Fr Bony 
 

Hello everyone, I am truly grateful and blessed to be your 

priest. Life has been very busy, but also deeply rewarding, 

thanks to your support and encouragement. Having served 

in the Diocese of Toowoomba for more than five years, I 

requested a six-week annual leave this year so that I could 

spend time with my mother twice a year. The bishop has 

graciously approved this. 

 

I will be away from 13 August to 3 September to visit my 

family. I may also take a shorter period of leave after 

Christmas, depending on flight costs. My sister is 

celebrating her housewarming, and my niece will be 

making her First Holy Communion. Most of all, I am looking 

forward to spending precious time with Mum.  Priests have 

been arranged to celebrate the parish Masses while I am 

away. Please keep me in your prayers, as I pray for you all 

each day. I love you all and feel truly blessed to be your 

priest. 

 

      
      

 



 

 
 

 

 

https://www.graphicproducts.

com/ 

 
CENSUS: CATHOLICS ENCOURAGED TO IDENTIFY 
THEMSELVES 
On August 11, Australia will hold its five‐yearly national Census. 
The Census of Population and Housing, conducted by the 
Australian Bureau of Statistics, is a “comprehensive snapshot” 
that reveals the changing economic, social and cultural 
demographics of the nation. 
National Centre for Pastoral Research director Dr Trudy Dantis 
said data from the religion question was crucial to helping 
Catholic parishes, schools, dioceses and organisations 
understand their communities and plan for ministry and mission. 
In recent times, some groups in Australia have tried to 
encourage people not to identify with a religion unless they are 
actively practising, inviting them to tick the “No Religion” box 
instead. However, research shows that many non-practising 
Catholics continue to identify as Catholic because it remains an 
important part of who they are. Dr Dantis encouraged all 
Catholics to tick the “Catholic” box this year, while noting that 
some may need to identify in a slightly different manner. Read 
more about the census here. 
 

WALKING TOGETHER IN THE KIMBERLEY 
Date: 14/8/26 Friday     
 Time: 6:00pm - 8:00pm  
Where: Irish Club Hotel, Russell Street Tmba 
You are invited to a conversation with Erica Bernard and Bishop 
Tim Norton. The evening will be facilitited by Mark Copland, 
Executive Officer for St Vincent de Paul Society. Mark worked 
with both Erica and Bishop Tim as Director of Pastoral Projects 
between 2023 and 2024.   
Bookings essential due to limited space. RSVP 8/8/26 email 
kristie.mckean@svdpqld.org.au or call/text 0457355787.  See 
flyer for further details. 
 

PARISH SECRETARY: ST THOMAS MORE’S PARISH 
TOOWOOMBA 
We are looking for someone to join our parish team in this 
important role, working 20 hours per week. The Parish 
Administration Officer supports the Parish and Ministry activities 
in promoting God’s presence within the local community. 
Email stthomasmoresparish@twb.catholic.org.au to obtain a 
copy of the position description. Applications can be sent to the 
same email address by 7/8/26 Friday. 
Newsletter or social media notice. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Spiritual Development Part 2 
Meditation Group 

Meditation increases our awareness of God in us and through 

God’s guidance and our willingness we are also aware that God 

is in everyone we meet.  Meditation provides a growing capacity 

to be present with God in each moment more fully, more 

peacefully, and more lovingly.  New members welcome any 

time. 

Prayer Group 

The Prayer Group meets after the 10am Mass every Tuesday.  

The meetings are relaxed and informal and include prayerful 

reading and discussion of the Scripture and prayer of petition.  

You don’t have to commit to regular meetings, just come along 

whenever you can. 

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) 

The role of the RCIA team is to meet with those interested in 

becoming Catholic and discussing and supporting their faith 

journey and individual needs.  The group comes together on a 

regular basis and through discussion, reflection and prayer, 

journey together in search of faith and deeper understanding. 

Sacramental Preparation - Coordinators and Assistants 

Our parish coordinates a family-centred Parish-based 

Sacramental Program for the Sacraments of Confirmation, First 

Holy Communion and Reconciliation. Essentially, this program 

is a partnership in which families and the Parish community 

work together in the preparation and celebration of these 

Sacraments.  

SPRED 

SPRED (Special Religious Development) is a program that 

supports faith, personal development and integration of people 

with an intellectual disability into parishes and the general 

community.  Volunteers attend 13 preparation and 13 

integrated sessions per year.  These sessions take place during 

term time for a maximum of 2 hours.   

 
 
 

 
Spiritual Development Part 2 
Meditation Group 

Meditation increases our awareness of God in us and through 

God’s guidance and our willingness we are also aware that God 

is in everyone we meet.  Meditation provides a growing capacity 

to be present with God in each moment more fully, more 

peacefully, and more lovingly.  New members welcome any 

time. 

Prayer Group 

The Prayer Group meets after the 10am Mass every Tuesday.  

The meetings are relaxed and informal and include prayerful 

reading and discussion of the Scripture and prayer of petition.  
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Weekly Spotlight on our Parish 
Groups and Mass Ministries 

Vocations Awareness Week 2nd  – 9th Aug 
Right now, a young man somewhere in Queensland is 

feeling the first quiet stirring of a vocation.  A sense that 

God might be calling him to something extraordinary.   
 

For over six decades, Holy Spirit Seminary has formed 

priests who have baptised our children, buried our loved 

ones, and stood beside us in our most sacred moments. 
 

That work continues today, but we need your support to 

endure.  You can support our seminarians through your 

prayers, by recognising and encouraging young men who 

might be called to serve the Church as priests, and 

through a donation.   
 

Please consider making a gift to ensure the next 

generation of Queensland’s priests has a place to be 

formed and educated.   
 

Click here to make a donation or go to  

www.catholicfoundation.org.au/provincialseminary 

 

 

Order Now for God’s Word 2027 
Pre-orders are now open for the 2027 God’s Word. Stock 

sells out very quickly each year so to avoid missing out, 

please write your name on the order form at the back of the 

church or contact the parish office. The book is due to arrive 

in September and the approximate cost is $22. 

Parish Pastoral Visit with Bishop Ken 
Bishop Ken will be conducting a Parish Pastoral Visit in our 

parish from Friday 7th Aug to Sunday 9th Aug.  During this 

time, Bishop Ken will celebrate Mass with us, meet with 

representatives from the Parish Pastoral Council, Finance & 

Liturgy Groups and will share morning tea with parishioners 

following the 10am Mass for the Feast of St Mary of the 

Cross MacKillop.  Click here for more information about 

Pastoral Visits. 

 

 

SPRED Toowoomba Fundraiser 
SPRED’s annual evening at the Repertory Theatre 

“Educating Rita” will be held on Wednesday 5th August at 

7pm for a 7.30pm start.   Tickets are $25.00 each and 

include wine on arrival, light supper at interval and 5 X 

tickets in the multi-draw raffle.  Call the SPRED office for 

bookings and ticket collection arrangements.    

Ph: 4632 8427  or email spred@twb.catholic.org.au 

 

 

https://us.list-manage.com/u3klxgUn9Vz?e=f4c92d325f&c2id=4859825a18ff2a497cf8291e6adc50db
https://us.list-manage.com/u3klxgUn9Vz?e=f4c92d325f&c2id=4859825a18ff2a497cf8291e6adc50db
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https://us.list-manage.com/Pc87y0P8Tf7?e=f4c92d325f&c2id=4859825a18ff2a497cf8291e6adc50db
mailto:stthomasmoresparish@twb.catholic.org.au?subject=&body=
https://us.list-manage.com/4qWWvijrEAf?e=f4c92d325f&c2id=4859825a18ff2a497cf8291e6adc50db
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https://d.docs.live.net/24FD6A707FDCA119/Documents/Parish%20Documents/Newsletter-Bulletin/2026/The%20Pastoral%20Visit.pdf
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