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First Reading

Acts of the Apostles 1:1-11

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

Why are you standing here looking into the sky?
Jesus has been taken into heaven.

In my earlier work, Theophilus, | dealt
with everything Jesus had done and
taught from the beginning until the
day he gave his instructions to the
apostles he had chosen through the
Holy Spirit, and was taken up to
heaven. He had shown himself alive
to them after his Passion by many
demonstrations: for forty days he had
continued to appear to them and tell
them about the kingdom of God.
When he had been at table with them,
he had told them not leave Jerusalem,
but to wait there for what the Father
had promised. ‘It is,” he had said,
‘what you have heard me speak
about: John baptised with water but
you, not many days from now, will be
baptised with the Holy Spirit.” Now
having met together, they asked him,
‘Lord, has the time come? Are you
going to restore the kingdom to
Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you to
know times or dates that the Father
has decided by his own authority, but
you will receive power when the Holy
Spirit comes on you, and then you will
be my withesses not only in
Jerusalem but throughout Judaea
and Samaria, and indeed to the ends
of the earth.” As he said this he was
lifted up while they looked on, and a
cloud took him from their sight. They
were still staring into the sky when
suddenly two men in white were
standing near them and they said,
‘Why are you men from
Galilee standing here looking into the
sky? Jesus who has been taken up

Next Week’s Readings (7th/8t June 2025) -

from you into heaven, this same Jesus
will come back in the same way as you
have seen him go there.’

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 46:2-3.6-7.89.R. v.6

(R.) God mounts his throne to shouts of
joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord.

1. All peoples, clap your hands, cry to
God with shouts of joy! For the Lord, the
Most High, we must fear, great king
over all the earth. (R.)

2. God goes up with shouts of joy; the
Lord goes up with trumpet blast. Sing
praise for God, sing praise, sing praise
to our King, sing praise. (R.)

3. God is king of all the earth. Sing
praise with all your skill. God is king over
the nations; God reigns on his holy
throne. (R.)

Second Reading

Hebrews 9:24-28. 10:19-23

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews

It is not as though Christ had entered a
man-made sanctuary which was only
modelled on the real one; but it was
heaven itself, so that he could appear in
the actual presence of God on our
behalf. And he does not have to offer
himself again and again, like the high
priest going into the sanctuary year
after year with the blood that is not his
own, or else he would have had to suffer
over and over again since the world
began. Instead of that, he has made his
appearance once and for all, now at the
end of the last age, to do away with sin
by sacrificing himself. Since men only
die once, and after that comes
judgement, so Christ, too, offers himself
only once to take the faults of many on
himself, and when he appears a second
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time, it will not be to deal with sin but to
reward with salvation those who are
waiting for him. In other words, brothers,
through the blood of Jesus we have the
right to enter the sanctuary, by a new
way which he has opened for us, a living
opening through the curtain, that is to
say, his body. And we have the supreme
high priest over all the house of God. So
as we go in, let us be sincere in heart and
filled with faith, our minds sprinkled and
free from any trace of bad conscience
and our bodies washed with pure water.
Let us keep firm in the hope we profess,
because the one who made the promise
is faithful.

Gospel

Luke 24:46-53

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Luke.

While blessing them, he was taken to heaven.
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘You see how
it is written that the Christ would suffer
and on the third day rise from the dead,
and that, in his name, repentance for the
forgiveness of sins would be preached to
all the nations, beginning from
Jerusalem. You are witnesses to this.
‘And now | am sending down to you what
the Father has promised. Stay in the city
then, until you are clothed with the
power from on high.” Then he took them
out as far as the outskirts of Bethany,
and lifting up his hands he blessed
them. Now as he blessed them, he
withdrew from them and was carried up
to heaven. They worshipped him and
then went back to Jerusalem full of joy;
and they were continually in the Temple
praising God.

Pentecost Sunday - Year C

1st Reading: Acts of the Apostles 2:1-11 2nd Reading: Romans 8:8-17 Gospel: John 14:15-16, 23-26




Parish Activities
ANAM CARA - Wednesday 9.00am in the Presbytery

BAPTISM information mornings are held on the 1st Sunday of the month.
Please phone the office if you wish to attend.

CHILDREN'’S LITURGY - 9.45am Mass (except school holidays) for
children in Prep - Yr 4.

FRIENDSHIP & CRAFT GROUP - meet every Thursday at 10:30am in the
quiet room at the church.

ECUMENISM GROUP - meet the 4th Saturday of each month at 9:45am
in the Children's Liturgy Room followed by a cuppa.

LITURGY GROUP - meet every 4th Tuesday of the month at 10.30am in
the Presbytery.

LOURDES PRAYER GROUP - meet at 10am every Tuesday in the Quiet
Room.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL - meet the 1st Monday of each month at
6.30pm in the Presbytery Meeting Room.

SOCIAL JUSTICE - meet 1st Sunday of the month at 10:45am in the quiet
room of the Church.

ST VINCENT DE PAUL - meet on the 2nd and 4th Thursday afternoons in
the auiet room at the church at 2om.

Parish Councillors

Jo Johnston, Ray Johnston, Bernadette Witham, Emma Dever,
Melissa McLean, Julie Whittaker, Peter Castles, Georgina
Humphrys, Brandon Joseph, Clare Watson

Safeguarding Children, Young
People and Adults at risk

In Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, we commit ourselves to
ensuring the safety and well-being of children, young people
and adults at risk in our Parish community. The best interests
of the child, young person or adult at risk come first.

Our Parish takes a zero tolerance approach to all forms of
abuse. If you have any concerns about the safety of children,
young people and adults at risk please contact our Parish
Safeguarding Representatives, Sue Whitelegg or Jo and Ray
Johnston on 0437 839 838. If you believe anybody is at
immediate risk of harm you should phone 000. You are
encouraged to provide feedback on Safeguarding policies
and procedures. Toowoomba Diocese Safeguarding
Resources can be found at
https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/safeguarding-policy-
resources/
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Luke-Acts

The two works of Luke and Acts, ascribed
to the same writer, are both addressed to
the same person, Theophilus. However, the

Greek name, Theophilus, means ‘Friend of
God’ or ‘Beloved of God". Theophilus may
have been a particular person or may have
been a literary device by the author - using
the name to imply that the books were written
to any ‘Friend of God'. There is a common
style employed in the writing of the two works
and a common theology runs through both
works and it is these commonalities that
lead scholars to conclude that the two works
share the same author,

Sunday Reflection... © Dianne Bergant CSA

The Feast of the Ascension is really a kind of liminal moment in the Easter season.
It is a time between times; a moment when we have left one place but have not
yet arrived at a second. While the narratives that describe the Ascension fit well
into the unfolding story of redemption, the feast celebrates the exaltation of Jesus.
The readings allow us to focus on this theological point while we commemorate a
turning point in the life of the church. We do this by considering the enthronement
of Christ in the heavens and the new body of Christ on earth.

Many of the Easter accounts have directed our attention to the appearances of
Jesus which were intended to strengthen the Christians' belief in his bodily
resurrection.

Today we stand awestruck, watching Jesus ascend into the clouds of heaven, there
to be enthroned at the right hand of God. Today is a day to be overwhelmed by the
reality of the divinity of the one whom we have known in his humanity.

Christ who ascended into heaven in his body carries on what he began on earth
through his new body, the community of believers. He teaches through its apostles
and evangelists. He ministers through its prophets and pastors. We have not been
left alone; we have his power, the same power with which he performed marvels
when he walked the earth. We have not been left alone; we have each other.
Together we make up the new body of Christ.

goSpel

A message for all people

One of the defining features of the
Gospel of Luke is the fact that the
message preached and practised
by Jesus made salvation available
to all people. At times in the gospel
some of the Jewish audience became
quite angry at Jesus because he said
that pagans and gentiles were also
included in the salvation he promised
- something they regarded as exclusive
to the ‘chosen’ people. The two
accounts of the Ascension make very
clear that the message and ministry
of Jesus are to be carried to all nations
- even to the ends of the earth!

Thought of the week...

Living=goSpel

You will be my witnesses

Organisers of the twenty-third World
Youth Day hosted by Sydney in 2008
took as its theme verse 8 of the
passage from Acts 1 that is today’s first
reading: “You will receive power when
the Holy Spirit comes upon you and you
will be my witnesses.” The choice of
this theme for a world-wide gathering
of young people of faith is a significant
reminder of the call of Jesus to go out
to the ends of the earth and to bear
witness to his message. These are the
final words on earth attributed to Jesus
and they echo to us through time.

©Glasbergen

“If | sent my prayer as a text message,
will | get a faster reply?”




Please Pray For...
Recent Deaths

Anniversaries: Judy Reardon, Josephine Paddison, Betty ‘Joan’ Kirwin, George Elliott, Maureen Stower, Brian Jones,
Thelma Kenneally, Ivy Toomey, Terence Cosgrove, William Elson-Green, Deborah Dunemann, Nancy Erbacher, John
Sutherland, John (Jack) Schriek, Patrick Stewart, Rev Fr John McGlone, Rev Fr Joseph McKey, Rev Fr Kevin Noble

Those Who Are Sick: Peter Hickey, Kathie Ober, Brian Reardon, Van Vu, Eileen Reedy, Kevin Arnott, Carmel Green,
Jasmine Fletcher, Margaret Conrick, Hazel Soriano, Tim & Olivia Zvirblis, Audrey Bentley, Yvonne Oliveiro, Gregory and Genia
Casey, Noel Lipp, Michael (Micky) Lynch, Carmel & Ron O'Brien, Lillian Roberts, Brian Thomson, Peggy Thies, John Axtell,

Noel O'Mara, Mick O'Mara, Patrick Wright

June Birthdays: Cassie Soriano, Ben Saunders, Helen McQuillan, June Burke, Joyce Smith, Sr Nancy Doyle, Jose Dias,
Margaret Graham, Gen Schoorl, Agnes Hale, Patrick Kelly, Trish Shepherd, Rosie Glassey, Clare Ferguson, Anne Allport

Parish News...

Sat 31/5 o The Ascension of the Lord
o 6.30pm Mass
Sun 1/6 o 9.45am Mass
o Baptism Prep in the Presbytery 10.30am
Mon 2/6 o Parish Council Changeover Meeting
6.30pm
Tue 3/6 o 10am Liturgy of the Word
o 10.30am Prayer Group in the Quiet Room
Wed 4/6 o 9am Anam Cara in the Presbytery
o 6.30pm SPRED in the Church
Thu 5/6 o 10am Mass
o 10.30am Craft & Friendship in the Quiet
Room
Fri6/6

Date Claimers:

1st — 8th June - Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
1st June - Baptism Preparation 10.45am

8t June - Pentecost

15t June - Most Holy Trinity

22nd June - Most Holy Body and Blood

24t June - Nativity of John the Baptist

27t June - The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus

29t June - Saints Peter and Paul

Sacrament of First Reconciliation
Registration:

Parish Planned Giving Program

It's that time of year again where we ask you to complete
a Planned Giving form and pledge your annual contribution
amount. Your regular support of our Planned Giving
Program helps us plan and budget for everyday expenses,
repairs and maintenance of our parish facilities and meet
our Diocesan and Parish commitments. Contributions can
be made through Direct Debit or Planned Giving
envelopes. Click here to access the Online Form or paper
copies are available at the back of the church. If you would
like additional information, please contact the Parish
Office. Thank you for your generous contributions.

SPRED End of Financial Year Appeal

For nearly 40 vyears, SPRED (SPecial REligious
Development) has been a beacon of hope and spiritual
growth for adults with intellectual disabilities. As we near
the end of the financial year, we invite you to contribute to
SPRED's mission. Your support means more than just
funding; it means giving hope, friendship, and a sense of
belonging to those in our community. Please click here to
donate to the SPRED Appeal.

Enrolments are now open for the First Reconciliation Program
for 2025. Please click here for the Initial Information Letter
which includes a link to the registration form. Registrations
close on the 13t June. Please contact the office if you have

any queries.

Choir For Ordination of BJ Perrett

If you love to sing, St Pat’s invites you to join them for the
Ordination of BJ Perrett on Thursday 3 July at 6.30pm. Choir
practice begins at 6.30pm on Thursday 5 June at St Patrick’s

Donate today to support SPRED’s mission of inclusion

Cathedral (enter via Neil St). Please phone Vicky Cocozza on 4! 00 '. s MR A D
0428 781 209 if you would like to join. ==
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Laudato Si’ Prayer
Loving God,
You created all people to be equal.
Yet, throughout the world many are struggling
to find even the most basic things they need:
food, water, safety and education.
Many poor countries owe enormous debts to wealthy
countries and companies,
and millions of vulnerable people suffer as a result.
In this Year of Jubilee,
when we are called to be pilgrims of hope,
we pray for greater justice.
We pray that we might do our part
to challenge unjust situations that
cause harm to so many of your people around the world.
May we work to ensure that earth is truly a common
home for everyone,
shared by all and enjoyed in security.
May we be instruments of your peace
and builders of the kingdom
of which Jesus spoke in your name.
Amen

LAUDATO ST

Global Day of Parents — June 1
“At the end of the day, the most overwhelming key to a
child’s success is the positive involvement of parents.”
~ Jane D Hull ~
Parents aren’t expected to be perfect - just present. That
steady presence, day after day, can change a life.
It's in the small things - making breakfast when you're
running on empty, driving around to different activities,
sitting close while homework stretches on, having dinner
ready when everyone comes home and offering a quiet
smile at the end of a long day. It's the way they listen, even
when words are few. These simple acts may seem
ordinary, but over time, they build something lasting -
trust, love and a feeling of being safe and protected.
Even when life feels tough or unclear, parents keep going.
They hold onto hope - for their children, their families and
whatever's coming next. Even when they don’t have all the
answers, they keep believing things will work out. They
show love by simply staying close, being kind and always
being there, even when it’s difficult.
On Global Day of Parents (June 1), we take a moment to
honour every parent, carer and guardian who gives so
much, often without recognition. Thank you for your
constant love, care and attention that gives us a sense of
calm and helps shape who we become.
“YOU ARE DEEPLY LOVED AND VALUED”

Dear God, give parents courage and hope when days are
hard. Help them feel Your peace and love. Bless their
efforts and quiet strength. May they know their love makes
a lasting difference. Amen.
https://majellan.media/inspirational-parents/

ENEWS = UPDATE

A newsletter from the Catholic Diocese of Toowoomba for
clergy, parishes, schools, staff and the wider community.

SEEKING CHIOR MEMEBERS

If you love to sing, St Patrick's Cathedral invites you to join them
for the Ordination of BJ Perrett on Thursday, 3 July at

6.30pm. Choir practice begins at 6.30pm on Thursday 5 June at
the cathedral (enter via Neil St). Please phone Vicky Cocozza on
0428 781 209 if you would like to join.

MULTICULTURAL MASS

Date: 8/6/25 Sunday  Time: 9:00am

Where: St Patrick's Cathedral, Toowoomba

Celebrate Pentecost Sunday with us at our Multicultural Mass,
Bishop Ken Howell presiding, as we honour the rich diversity of our
community. Celebrations will begin with a Parade of Nations, an
Eucharistic Celebration, and will be followed by a shared morning
tea with a cultural presentation.

If your country or culture is not yet represented and you’d like to join
the parade of the nations, please contact the Parish Office 07
46371500 or Fr Brian Redondo at bredondo@twb.catholic.org.au
Newsletter/Social Media/Flyer 1

Newsletter/Social Media/Flyer 2

LISMORE FLOOD APPEAL

Severe flooding has once again devastated parts of the
Lismore Diocese; this time across the Mid North Coast. Torrential
rainfall has caused widespread loss and damage to families and
businesses across the parishes of Coffs Harbour, Sawtell,
Bellingen, Nambucca Valley, Macleay Valley (Kempsey), Port
Macquarie, Camden Haven (Laurieton/Kendall) and Wauchope. In
response, Bishop Greg Homeming has launched a Mid North Coast
Flood Appeal to support those affected by the flooding. Like the
2022 flood appeal, every cent raised will be distributed to those in
need. Visit the Lismore Diocese website to donate.

KNIGHTS OF THE SOUTHERN CROSS

The Knights invite Catholic men to give consideration to joining the
Knights of the Southern Cross, Toowoomba Branch. See this flyer
for information.

Please contact Brian Wison on 0411 279 952 or
bhwilson@optusnet.com.au for further details.

TOOWOOMBA DIOCESE: ACCOUNTANT __ FINANCIAL
SERVICES

Applications close 9/6/25 @ 5:00pm Apply via Seek

We currently seek to employ an Accountant Financial Services on
a full-time basis for 37.5 hours per week with the Catholic Diocese
of Toowoomba. This position’s main purpose and primary objective
is to provide high quality finance support to the operation of the
Diocese and its entities. Please see the job listing for full details
and criteria.

WORLD COMMUNICATIONS DAY

World Communications Day will be marked this Sunday, June 1.
Paul Osbourne, Media and Comms for the Australian Catholic
Bishops Conference, has recorded two podcasts reflecting on the
theme of World Communications Day 2025 with Michael McVeigh,
Jesuit Communications Australia. That theme is “Share with
gentleness the hope that is in your hearts”. The podcast links on
Spotify can be found here and here.

Other communications-related liturgical material can be found
at Jubilee of the World of Communications (24-26 January) -
Pilgrims of Hope and the Dicastery for Communication website can
be found here: Dicastery for Communication.

Holy Name Parish Bush Dance

Holy Name Catholic Church would like to invite you to join
them for a Bush Dance. It will be held on Saturday 14t
June from 5.45pm - 10.30pm. Please click here to book.
Adults are $35, Students 10-17yrs $15 or $100 for a
family (2 adults and unlimited children).

Support the Vinnies Winter Appeal
Your generous support can help vulnerable people in our
communities at risk of or experiencing homelessness with
the urgent help they need to break free from the cycle of
poverty and homelessness. Click here to donate
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