
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Reading 
Sirach 3:17-20, 28-29 

A reading from the book of Ecclesiasticus 

Humble yourself and you will find favour with 

the Lord. 

My son, be gentle in carrying out your 

business, and you will be better loved 

than a lavish giver. The greater you 

are, the more you should behave 

humbly, and then you will find favour 

with the Lord; for great though the 

power of the Lord is, he accepts the 

homage of the humble. There is no 

cure for the proud man’s malady, 

since an evil growth has taken root in 

him. The heart of a sensible man will 

reflect on parables, an attentive ear is 

the sage’s dream. 

 

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 67:4-7. 10-11. R. v.11 

(R.) God, in your goodness, you have 

made a home for the poor. 
 

1. The just shall rejoice at the 

presence of God, they shall exult and 

dance for joy. O sing to the Lord, make 

music to his name; rejoice in the Lord, 

exult at his presence. (R.) 
 

2. Father of the orphan, defender of 

the widow, such is God in his holy 

place. God gives the lonely a home to 

live in; he leads the prisoners forth 

into freedom. (R.) 
 

3. You poured down, O God, a 

generous rain: when your people 

were starved you gave them new life. 

It was there that your people found a 

home, prepared in your goodness, O 

God, for the poor. (R.) 

 

 
 

Gospel 
Luke 14:1. 7-14 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 

Luke 

All who exalt themselves shall be humbled and all 

who humble themselves shall be exalted. 

On a sabbath day Jesus had gone for a 

meal to the house of one of the 

leading Pharisees; and they watched 

him closely. He then told the guests a 

parable, because he had noticed how 

they picked the places of honour. He 

said this, ‘When someone invites you to 

a wedding feast, do not take your seat in 

the place of honour. A more 

distinguished person than you may have 

been invited, and the person who invited 

you both may come and say, “Give up 

your place to this man.” And then, to 

your embarrassment, you would have to 

go and take the lowest place. No; when 

you are a guest, make your way to the 

lowest place and sit there, so that, when 

your host comes, he may say, “My friend, 

move up higher.” In that way, everyone 

with you at the table will see you 

honoured. For everyone who exalts 

himself will be humbled, and the man 

who humbles himself will be exalted.’ 

Then he said to his host, ‘When you give 

a lunch or a dinner, do not ask your 

friends, brothers, relations or rich 

neighbours, for fear they repay your 

courtesy by inviting you in return. No; 

when you have a party, invite the poor, 

the crippled, the lame, the blind; that 

they cannot pay you back means that 

you are fortunate, because repayment 

will be made to you when the virtuous 

rise again.’ 

 
 

 

Second Reading  
Hebrews 12:18-19, 22-24 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 

You have to come to Mount Zion and to the city of 

the living God. 

What you have come to is nothing 

known to the senses: not a blazing fire, 

or a gloom turning to total darkness, or 

a storm; or trumpeting thunder or the 

great voice speaking which made 

everyone that heard it beg that no more 

should be said to them. But what you 

have come to is Mount Zion and the city 

of the living God, the heavenly 

Jerusalam where the millions of angels 

have gathered for the festival, with the 

whole Church in which everyone is a 

‘first-born son’ and a citizen of heaven. 

You have come to God himself, the 

supreme Judge, and been placed with 

spirits of the saints who have been 

made perfect; and to Jesus, the 

mediator who brings a new covenant. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
Matthew 11:29 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Take my yoke upon you; learn from me, 

for I am gentle and lowly in heart. 

Alleluia! 

 

Sunday, 31st August 2025 
Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year C 

 

Next Week’s Readings (6th/7th Sep 2025) – Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C 
1st Reading: Wisdom 9:13-18 2nd Reading: Philemon 9-10, 12-17   Gospel: Luke 14:25-33 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Thought of the week… 
 

 

Sunday Reflection...          © Dianne Bergant CSA 

The goodness of God is seen in the extravagant generosity with which God gives 

gifts. This is described in the psalm in the boundlessness and universal scope of 

God’s generosity. Like the rain that falls on the entire landscape, the blessings of 

God are showered on all. These blessings are true gifts. They have not been 

earned, nor can they be repaid. God’s openness is also seen in the reading from 

the Letter to the Hebrews and in the gospel. All are invited to approach the 

heavenly city; the heavenly banquet will be open to the poor and to those who have 

no way of repaying. 
 

Only the humble can receive the gifts of God. Only those who can admit their 

neediness are open enough to realise that God’s blessings are gifts freely given, 

not compensation for a job well done. Without a humble spirit we are unable to 

receive gifts as gifts. This is either because we are too proud or we do not know 

how to receive with the open hearts of children, who never think that they must 

return in kind. This is the kind of humility recommended by Sirach. This is the kind 

of humility possessed by the disadvantaged pictured in the gospel. 
 

As we have received from the bounty of God, so we are called to give to others. 

Only those who have received with a humble spirit can give with the generosity of 

God, for they know that they do not deserve God’s goodness and they do not 

require anything in return. 

  

Parish Activities 
 

ANAM CARA – Wednesday 9.00am in the Presbytery 
 

BAPTISM information mornings are held on the 1st Sunday of the month 

at 10.45am.  Please phone the office if you wish to attend. 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY - 9.45am Mass (except school holidays) for 

children in Prep - Yr 4. 
 

FRIENDSHIP & CRAFT GROUP - meet in the Quiet Room at the Church 

every Thursday after the 10am Mass. 
 

ECUMENISM GROUP - meet the 4th Saturday of each month at 9:45am 

in the Children's Liturgy Room followed by a cuppa. 
 

LITURGY GROUP - meet every 4th Tuesday of the month at 1pm in the 

Presbytery. 
 

LOURDES PRAYER GROUP - meet in the Quiet Room every Tuesday after 

the 10am Liturgy of The Word. 
 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL – meet the 1st Monday of each month at 

6.30pm in the Presbytery Meeting Room. 
 

SOCIAL JUSTICE - meet 1st Sunday of the month at 10:45am in the quiet 

room at the Church. 
 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL - meet on the 2nd and 4th Thursday afternoons in 

the quiet room at the church at 2pm. 
 

 

 

 

 

Parish Councillors 
Jo Johnston, Jeni Bonell, Jessica Ramos, Emma Dever, 

Melissa McLean, Julie Whittaker, Peter Castles, Georgina 

Humphrys, Brandon Joseph, Clare Watson 
 

Safeguarding Children, Young 
People and Adults at risk 
In Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, we commit ourselves to 

ensuring the safety and well-being of children, young people 

and adults at risk in our Parish community. The best interests 

of the child, young person or adult at risk come first.  

Our Parish takes a zero tolerance approach to all forms of 

abuse. If you have any concerns about the safety of children, 

young people and adults at risk please contact our Parish 

Safeguarding Representatives, Sue Whitelegg or Jo and Ray 

Johnston on 0437 839 838.  If you believe anybody is at 

immediate risk of harm you should phone 000. You are 

encouraged to provide feedback on Safeguarding policies 

and procedures.   Toowoomba Diocese Safeguarding  
 

Resources can be found at 

https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/safeguarding-policy-

resources/ 

© Dianne Bergant CSA 

© Dianne Bergant CSA 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

   

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 
              

Date Altar 

Servers 

Welcomers Commentary Ministers of 

the Word 

Offertory 

Procession 

Extraordinary 

Ministers 

Ipad 

Operator 

Piety  

Stall 

6th Sep 

at 

6.30pm 

 
Hoopert 

Family 
L Borger 

L Walsh 

C Ferguson 
Kelly Family 

H. J Johnston 

W. K Walsh 

W. E Castles 

M 

Cushway 
K Ward 

7th Sep 

at 

9.45am 

 
A Cournane 

R Fallon 
P Murphy 

M Ondrus 

C Watson 

K Langdale 

A Suhr 

H. B Denny 

W. S Rosentreter 

W. J Axtell 

Dias 

Family 
V Barker 

Parish News... 
 

Sat 30/8 o 6.30pm Mass (Social Justice Sunday) 

Sun 31/8 o 9.45am Mass (Social Justice Sunday) 

Mon 1/9 o Feast of Mary of the Southern Cross 

o 10am Mass St Patrick’s Cathedral 

Tue 2/9 o 10am Liturgy of the Word 

o 10.30am Prayer Group in the Quiet Room 

 

Wed 3/9 o 9am Anam Cara in the Presbytery 

Thu 4/9 o 10am Mass 

o 10.30 am Craft Group in the Quiet Room 

 

Fri 5/9  
 

Date Claimers: 
6th/7th September – Retired Priests’ Appeal & Fathers’ Day 

13th/14th September – Safeguarding Sunday 
 

Share your Peace With Creation 
This year’s theme for the Season of Creation is Peace With 

Creation.  The Liturgy Group invites all parishioners to share 

photos of creation where you experience peace. It could be 

your garden, another place, a thing, a sound, an event. The 

photos will be put together for a video display at the end of the 

Season of Creation.  We look forward to your support. 

 

 

 

 

Potted Colour for Spring 
We would love to fill the church with colourful flowers to help 

celebrate the Season of Creation and Carnival of Flowers 

during September. If you have any potted  

colour that you could lend, please drop  

them  off to the  foyer of the  church by  

Friday,     5th  September. They  will  be 

available to be  picked  up again at the  

end of the month. Thanks in  advance! 

 

 

 

 
 

Please Pray For...   
 

Recent Deaths:   
Anniversaries: (29th Aug – 4th Sep) Andrew Frattin, Len Morris, Vince Gainey, Vincent Pauli, Marshall Hassell, Harry Dyson, 

Jessica Hall, Noela Vonhoff, Max Elmes, Desmond Reardon, Marjorie Ridgewell, Joan Dwan, Raymond Gamble, Edward (Ted) Gill, James 

(Jimmy) Madden, Leo O’Shea, Joan Palmero, Rev Msgr Stanley Skehan, Rev Fr Mervyn Ziesing, Most Rev Edward Kelly, Rev Fr Sydney 

Kattie 
 

Those Who Are Sick: Robyn Fallon, Margaret Kynoch, Peter Hickey, Kathie Ober, Brian Reardon, Van Vu, Eileen Reedy, Kevin 

Arnott, Carmel Green, Jasmine Fletcher, Margaret Conrick, Hazel Soriano, Tim & Olivia Zvirblis, Audrey Bentley, Yvonne Oliveiro, Gregory 

and Genia Casey, Noel Lipp, Michael (Micky) Lynch, Carmel & Ron O'Brien, Lillian Roberts, Brian Thomson, Peggy Thies, John Axtell, Noel 

O'Mara, Mick O'Mara, Patrick Wright 
 

August Birthdays: Maria Morcom, Ashley Coonan, Sr Mary Cleary, Joan MacGinley, Terry McGovern, Ros Coonan, Carlos DeSilva, 

Pat O’Sullivan, Abbie Jones, Simon Ferguson, Sarah Kelly 

OLOL Parish Soup Night 

 
 

Spruce Up for Spring! 
Saturday 30th August  

9am – 10.30am followed by M/Tea. 

All welcome to come lend a hand: 

Prune/tidy gardens, Spray/pull weeds 

Blower Vac Carpark. 

BYO Wheelbarrows, shovels, gloves, 

secateurs etc 
 

Quiet Room  
Winter coughs can be relentless and, for all sorts of 

reasons, babies and children can be quite fussy, restless 

and noisy. The Quiet Room is a safe, 

quiet space which provides privacy and 

the opportunity to manage  challenging 

moments  while  preventing  noise and  

restlessness from disrupting the  

congregation. The large window and  

audio system help to provide a  

welcoming and inclusive environment  

where everyone can participate in the Mass comfortably.  

Please consider using the Quiet Room if needed. 

 

 

 

 

 



               

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 

https://www.graphicproducts.

com/ 

 

 
 

JUBILEE OF CONSOLATION/ BEREAVEMENT MASS 
Date: 15/9/25 Monday     Time: 9:00am 
Where: St Thomas More's Church, Ramsay St Tmba 
Monday 15/9/25 is the Jubilee of Consolation, part of Jubilee of 
Hope 2025.  St Thomas More Parish Toowoomba will celebrate 
this Jubilee with a special Mass for the families and friends of the 
recently deceased.  Those recently deceased will also be 
included in prayer.  Mass will be followed by a morning tea 
provided by STM Care & Consolation members. All are welcome 
to attend. 
 

75TH ANNIVERSARY OF PASTORAL LETTER "ON 
IMMIGRATION" 
Immigration continues to be a topic of much discussion in 
Australia.  In 1950, Catholic bishops issued On Immigration, a 
landmark pastoral letter urging the community to offer generosity 
to those seeking to make Australia their new home in the post-
war era. Seventy-five years on from the letter, Australia’s 
Catholic bishops are issuing the statement Under the Southern 
Cross: A Journey of Faith and Unity. 
The bishops are seeking to remind Australians of, to quote the 
statement, the “timeless call to hospitality and generosity”. 
The statement can be found here 
 

TAKE ACTION WITH CARITAS AUSTRALIA 
Season of Creation 
Relay of Hope – Parishes are invited to join the global Relay of 
Hope in unity and solidarity calling for debt and economic justice 
with a simple candle lighting activity.  For more information 
- Turn Debt into Hope - Relay of Hope Guide 
Turn Debt into Hope (TDIH) Petition – Season of Creation is a 
great opportunity to re-engage in reflecting on the impact that 
climate debt is having on the most vulnerable communities and 
you are invited to sign the TDIH petition. Petitions need to be in 
by 20 October. 
Access resources- Parish Resources | Caritas Australia 
Gaza Page 
An Act for Gaza page has been set-up on the Caritas Australia 
website to provide a one-stop shop for information and 
resources to assist community members to take meaningful 
action.  
Gaza Pledge 
Beginning 9 September, international NGOs will face restrictive 
conditions that compromise staff safety or risk deregistration—
threatening critical humanitarian aid to Palestinians—while our 
locally embedded partners remain unaffected, we’ve launched 
the pledge to acknowledge the devastating impact of any further 
reduction in aid to Gaza. We would be deeply grateful for your 
support in signing and sharing the pledge, which will close on 
the 31st of August 2025. 
https://www.caritas.org.au/act/peace/peace-in-gaza/   
 

WEBINAR: GLOBAL SAFEGUARDING OVERVIEW 
Date: 3/9/25 Wednesday    Time: 1:00pm-2:00pm 
Where: Online via ACSL portal     Cost: Free 
This webinar will offer a compelling global overview of thematic 
findings from the International Safeguarding Conference 2025 
Working Groups, with a particular focus on women’s experiences 
in safeguarding contexts. It explores the impact of power, 
patriarchy, and clericalism, alongside regional insights into 
structural violence, cultural silence, and the transformative role 
of women as safeguarders and advocates. Attendees will gain 
critical insights into emerging global patterns and region-specific 
challenges, highlighting the urgent need for inclusive reform and 
survivor-led action. This session will be presented by Simon 
Davies, Managing Director of Safeguarding Services, a specialist 
consultancy that provides investigation, training, and advisory 
services to organisations working with children and at-risk 
individuals. 
 
 

 
 

Flick and Tick – Last Call 
Just a reminder to complete the Flick and Tick form by 1st 

September.  The Guide for Parish Ministry has been included 

as a button on your bulletin email and there are copies 

available at the back of the church. Thank you to those who 

have already completed their forms.  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Social Justice Sunday 2025 
Signs of Hope on the Edge: Serving 
Homeless People with Mental Ill Health 
Australia is facing a deepening crisis. Over 273,000 people 

sought help from homelessness services last year, many 

also struggling with mental illness. Services are 

overstretched and many people are left without care, 

shelter, or hope. This year’s Social Justice Statement calls 

us to follow the example of Jesus, who always noticed, 

listened to, and cared for those on the edge of society. Just 

as Jesus healed the blind man Bartimaeus (Mark 10:46–

52), we are called to see and respond to the needs of our 

sisters and brothers living in hardship.  The Bishops call for 

practical action: more affordable housing, better mental 

health services, stronger support systems, and an end to 

policies that leave people behind.  But above all, they call on 

each of us to respond with compassion, courage, and hope. 

This is not just the work of professionals or institutions.  

Every Christian is called to step into the lives of those who 

are suffering, to befriend them, advocate for them, and 

journey alongside them.  As we enter the Jubilee Year 2025, 

Pope Francis reminded us that we are all “Pilgrims of Hope.” 

Let us be a Church that brings healing, dignity, and hope. Let 

us walk with those who are homeless and mentally unwell, 

not just as service providers, but as neighbours and friends. 
Adapted from ACBC Office for Justice, Ecology and Peace. 

To read the Social Justice Statement please click here 

 
 

Feast of Mary of the Southern Cross 
1st Sept 

The first celebration of the Feast of Mary of the Southern 

Cross, as the Diocese has chosen to refer to it, took place 

on 1 September 1999. A day of solemnity across the 

Diocese, the date is significant to our Diocese for many 

reasons.  It is the anniversary of the taking possession of the 

Cathedral by our first bishop, James Byrne.  It is also eight 

days before the Feast of the Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

and therefore would create an octave. It is the first day of 

Spring, and no other feast is celebrated in Australia on this 

day. The title of Mary of the Southern Cross is one that 

acknowledges that God has ever been watching over this 

Great Southern Land of the Holy Spirit. The Southern Cross, 

a sign of hope, has hung in our sky since before any person 

walked this ancient land. Mary was one of the few who stood 

before the Cross of Christ and is therefore well qualified to 

be honoured with the title of Mary of the Southern Cross. As 

a rural diocese the night sky dazzles with a spectacular view 

of the stars making the use of the Southern Cross even more 

appropriate. The Southern Cross is also a pointer of direction 

just as Mary was a pointer to her Son, the Way, at Cana.  May 

we who live beneath the light of the Southern Cross, also 

learn to stand with Mary beneath the Cross of self-giving and 

service. 

https://catholic.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be41129958ae67afeab105659&id=dfc457c889&e=94229d10f2
https://catholic.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be41129958ae67afeab105659&id=dac9a14a94&e=94229d10f2
https://catholic.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be41129958ae67afeab105659&id=435c466ca7&e=94229d10f2
https://catholic.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be41129958ae67afeab105659&id=c80503c91e&e=94229d10f2
https://catholic.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be41129958ae67afeab105659&id=64aec10f64&e=94229d10f2
https://catholic.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be41129958ae67afeab105659&id=fc8ea13184&e=94229d10f2
https://forms.office.com/r/0Crd0vYfpR
https://1drv.ms/b/c/915e89a9d3e8d12e/EYxnByaMByNCuFquRHko54UBn11GWk-oYSljRoB5QkhJHw?e=BbBHYk
https://acbcsecure.sharepoint.com/sites/ConferenceExternalSharing/Social%20Justice%20%20Service%20and%20Mission/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FConferenceExternalSharing%2FSocial%20Justice%20%20Service%20and%20Mission%2FSocial%20Justice%20Statement%202025%2D2026%2FSocial%20Justice%20Statement%202025%2D2026%20FINAL%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FConferenceExternalSharing%2FSocial%20Justice%20%20Service%20and%20Mission%2FSocial%20Justice%20Statement%202025%2D2026&p=true&ga=1

