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‘e would like to acknowledge the Giabal and Jarowair peoples, Traditional Owners
of this land and pay our respects to their Elders past and present.

Saints Peter and Paul, Apostles - Year C

First Reading

Acts of the Apostles 12:1-11

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

Now I know it is indeed true: the Lord has saved
me from the power of Herod.

King Herod started persecuting
certain members of the Church. He
beheaded James the brother of John,
and when he saw that this pleased
the Jews he decided to arrest Peter as
well. This was during the days of
Unleavened Bread, and he put Peter
in prison, assigning four squads of
four soldiers each to guard him in
turns. Herod meant to try Peter in
public after the end of Passover week.
All the time Peter was under guard the
Church prayed to God for him
unremittingly. On the night before
Herod was to try him, Peter was
sleeping between two soldiers,
fastened with double chains, while
guards kept watch at the main
entrance to the prison. Then suddenly
the angel of the Lord stood there, and
the cell was filled with light. He tapped
Peter on the side and woke him. ‘Get
up!” he said ‘Hurry!” - and the chains
fell from his hands. The angel then
said, ‘Put on your belt and sandals.’
After he had done this, the angel next
said, ‘Wrap your cloak round you and
follow me.” Peter followed him, but
had no idea that what the angel did
was all happening in reality; he
thought he was seeing a vision. They
passed through two guard posts one
after the other, and reached the iron
gate leading to the city. This opened
of its own accord; they went through it
and had walked the whole length of
one street when suddenly the angel
left him. It was only then that Peter
came to himself. ‘Now | know it is all

Next Week’s Readings (5th/6th July 2025) -

true,” he said. ‘The Lord really did send
his angel and has saved me
from Herod and from all that the Jewish
people were so certain would happen to
me.’

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 33:2-9.R. v.5

(R.) The Lord set me free from all my
fears.

1. | will bless the Lord at all times his
praise always on my lips; in the Lord my
soul shall make its boast. The humble
shall hear and be glad. (R.)

2. Glorify the Lord with me. Together let
us praise his name. | sought the Lord
and he answered me; from all my
terrors he set me free. (R.)

3. Look towards him and be radiant; let
your faces not be abashed. This poor
man called; the Lord heard him and
rescued his from all his distress. (R.)

4. The angel of the Lord is encamped
around those who revere him, to rescue
them. Taste and see that the Lord is
good. He is happy who seeks refuge in
him. (R.)

Second Reading

2 Timothy 4:6-8, 17-18

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to
Timothy

All that remains now is the
righteousness.

My life is already being poured away as
a libation, and the time has come for
me to be gone. | have fought the good
fight to the end; | have run the race to
the finish; | have kept the faith; all there
is to come now is the crown of
righteousness reserved for me, which
the Lord, the righteous judge, will give
to me on that Day; and not only to me

crown of

but to all those who have longed for his
Appearing. The Lord stood by me and
gave me power, so that through me the
whole message might be proclaimed for
all the pagans to hear; and so | was
rescued from the lion’s mouth. The Lord
will rescue me from all evil attempts on
me, and bring me safely to his heavenly
kingdom. To him be glory for ever and
ever. Amen.

Gospel Acclamation

Matthew 16:18

Alleluia, alleluia!

You are Peter, the rock on which | will
build my Church; the gates of hell will not
hold out against it. Alleluia!

Gospel

Matthew 16:13-19

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Matthew.

You are Peter, and | will give to you the keys of the
kingdom of heaven.

When Jesus came to the region of
Caesarea Philippi he put this question to
his disciples, ‘Who do people say the
Son of Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some say
he is John the Baptist, some Elijah, and
others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’
‘But you,” he said, ‘who do you say | am?’
Then Simon Peter spoke up, ‘You are the
Christ,” he said, ‘the Son of the living
God.’ Jesus replied, ‘Simon son of Jonah,
you are a happy man! Because it was not
flesh and blood that revealed this to you
but my Father in heaven. So | now say to
you: You are Peter and on this rock | will
build my Church. And the gates of the
underworld can never hold out against it.
| will give you the keys of the kingdom of
heaven: whatever you bind on earth
shall be considered bound in heaven;
whatever you loose on earth shall be
considered loosed in heaven.’

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Sunday - Year C

1st Reading: Isaiah 66:10-14 2nd Reading: Galatians 6:14-18 Gospel: Luke 10:1-12. 17-20




Parish Activities

ANAM CARA - Wednesday 9.00am in the Presbytery

BAPTISM information mornings are held on the 1st Sunday of the month.
Please phone the office if you wish to attend.

CHILDREN'’S LITURGY - 9.45am Mass (except school holidays) for
children in Prep - Yr 4.

FRIENDSHIP & CRAFT GROUP - meet every Thursday at 10:30am in the
quiet room at the church.

ECUMENISM GROUP - meet the 4th Saturday of each month at 9:45am
in the Children's Liturgy Room followed by a cuppa.

LITURGY GROUP - meet every 4th Tuesday of the month at 10.30am in
the Presbytery.

LOURDES PRAYER GROUP - meet at 10am every Tuesday in the Quiet
Room.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL - meet the 1st Monday of each month at
6.30pm in the Presbytery Meeting Room.

SOCIAL JUSTICE - meet 1st Sunday of the month at 10:45am in the quiet
room of the Church.

ST VINCENT DE PAUL - meet on the 2nd and 4th Thursday afternoons in
the auiet room at the church at 2om.

Parish Councillors

Jo Johnston, Jeni Bonell, Jessica Ramos, Emma Dever,
Melissa McLean, Julie Whittaker, Peter Castles, Georgina
Humphrys, Brandon Joseph, Clare Watson

Safeguarding Children, Young
People and Adults at risk

In Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, we commit ourselves to
ensuring the safety and well-being of children, young people
and adults at risk in our Parish community. The best interests
of the child, young person or adult at risk come first.

Our Parish takes a zero tolerance approach to all forms of
abuse. If you have any concerns about the safety of children,
young people and adults at risk please contact our Parish
Safeguarding Representatives, Sue Whitelegg or Jo and Ray
Johnston on 0437 839 838. If you believe anybody is at
immediate risk of harm you should phone 000. You are
encouraged to provide feedback on Safeguarding policies
and procedures. Toowoomba Diocese Safeguarding
Resources can be found at
https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/safeguarding-policy-
resources/

Sripsural
CONEEXT

When the gospel writer has Jesus
declare that he will give to Peter the keys
of the kingdom of heaven, he is quoting
almost directly from a verse in Isaiah, ‘|
will place on his shoulder the key to the

house of David; what he opens no one
can shut, and what he shuts no one can
open.” (22:22). The passage in Isaiah is
about the appointment of a steward - a
caretaker - for the people of Jerusalem.
It makes clear that the one appointed
carries the authority of the Lord who
appoints him. When almost the same
words are used about Peter, it carries the
meaning from its original context.

Sunday Reflection... © Dianne Bergant CSA

Peter is associated with the community in Jerusalem and Paul with the Gentile
converts. Together they represent the universality of the church. The red vestments
worn today remind us of the price their commitment exacted of them.

The followers of Christ come from every race and culture, every generation and
social class. It is not a common culture that draws them together, but a common
faith. The church has been strengthened by the blood of the martyrs. This was the
case in its earliest years, and it is the case today. Both Peter and Paul are examples
of how God takes those weak in faith and transforms them into champions of the
gospel. Once transformed, each man threw himself wholeheartedly into the
mission that was his. Their fate should not surprise us, for they were disciples of
one who gave his last breath for the life of the world.

In so many places in the world today modern martyrs pay the ultimate price for
their faith. We see this in Latin America, in many African countries, in the Middle
East, and in Asia, to name but a few areas. Although the word martyr usually refers
to one who dies for the faith, the Greek word (martys) really means witness, one
who gives testimony. Like Peter and Paul, the martyr is one whose life gives witness
to the faith. However, when this witness is too much of a challenge, the witness’
life is placed in jeopardy. Peter and Paul call us all to this kind of testimony to faith.

Livingzgospel

Who do you say | am?

The question Jesus puts to his disciples
is the very same question that he puts
to us every day of our lives, “Who do you
say | am?” How we choose to answer
that question will be reflected in our
attitude towards self, others and to life
itself. How we answer that question will
change frequently throughout life as
experience and changing spirituality
lead us into asking other questions of
ourselves. If we hold that the teaching
and example of Jesus are important to
us, then we are bound to strive towards
emulating them in our own lives.

o Thought of the week...
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Stone or Rock?

An argument exists about the translation
of the naming of Peter as the rock on
which the Church will be built. In Greek,
the line can be translated as ‘you are a
small stone and on this large rock...".
In this argument, the role of Peter is
diminished but the large rock referred
to is either Jesus himself or Peter's
declaration of faith. However, in Aramaic
(spoken by Jesus) the word Kepha or
Cephas is used for both Peter's name
and the word for rock. Those who seek
to diminish the role of the papacy in the
Church will argue about the translation
of this line.

When you thought the ark was
Ieavmg at 11, but it actually left at
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Please Pray For...
Recent Deaths:

Anniversaries: (27" Jun — 3" July) Nell Meara, John Burke, Anthony (Tony) Tabita, Michael Quinlan, June Hurst,
John McDonnell, Daphne Pobar, Eileen Gertrude Davis, Gloria Reedy, Kathleen, McKee, Vince Mullins, Val Leenew, Phillip

Williams, Carmel Burke, Cecily Kimmorley, Bernhard Winkler

Those Who Are Sick: Peter Hickey, Kathie Ober, Brian Reardon, Van Vu, Eileen Reedy, Kevin Arnott, Carmel Green,
Jasmine Fletcher, Margaret Conrick, Hazel Soriano, Tim & Olivia Zvirblis, Audrey Bentley, Yvonne Oliveiro, Gregory and Genia
Casey, Noel Lipp, Michael (Micky) Lynch, Carmel & Ron O'Brien, Lillian Roberts, Brian Thomson, Peggy Thies, John Axtell,

Noel O'Mara, Mick O'Mara, Patrick Wright

June Birthdays: Cassie Soriano, Ben Saunders, Helen McQuillan, June Burke, Joyce Smith, Sr Nancy Doyle, Jose Dias,
Margaret Graham, Gen Schoorl, Agnes Hale, Patrick Kelly, Trish Shepherd, Rosie Glassey, Clare Ferguson, Anne Allport

Parish News...
Sat 28/6 o 6.30pm Mass - Feast of Sts Peter & Paul

Sun 29/6 | o 9.45am Mass - Feast of Sts Peter & Paul

Mon 30/6

Tue 01/7 | o 10am Liturgy of the Word
o 10.30am Prayer Group in the Quiet Room

Wed 02/7 | o 9am Anam Cara in the Presbytery

Thu 03/7 | o 10am Mass

o 10.30am Craft & Friendship in the Quiet
Room

o 6.30pm Ordination of BJ Perrett

Fri 04/7

Birthday Wishes
We wish Anne Allport a very happy 99t Birthday for the 26t
June. We hope you enjoyed your special day!

The Parish Council needs your input

The Parish Pastoral Council encourages all parishioners to
contribute their ideas to the survey to help shape our direction
into the future. Please click here to complete the

online form, scan the QR code or complete a =]
paper copy from the tables at the church

entrances. O

Cakes & Slices for Winter Shelter

Are you able to bake for our Winter Shelter guests? If so,
please indicate on the form at the entrance to the church. We
are looking for 3 people for each Friday night during the winter
months. Baking can be delivered to St Theresa’'s and St
Thomas More’s on the required date. If you are unable to make
the delivery, please contact Jo Johnston (0418 733 615) or
Jenny Ferguson at the parish office and we will try to make
some arrangements for you.

Winter
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Peter’s Pence Collection this weekend

This weekend we will take a second collection for Peter’s
Pence. Peter’s Pence is the name for the financial support
offered by the faithful to the Holy Father as a sign of their
sharing in the concern of the Successor of Peter for the
many different needs of the Universal Church, and for the
relief of those most in need. The offerings to the Holy
Father are destined to Church needs, humanitarian
initiatives and social promotion projects, as well as to the
support of the Holy See. To donate,
please place your offering on the plate,
take an envelope from the tables at
the church entrance, click here or
scan the QR code.

Saints Peter and Paul
Today we remember Saints Peter and Paul for their
unwavering devotion to their Lord and learn how each is
an example to us of courage, conviction and absolute trust
in the power of God to be with them in every circumstance.
Jesus’ question to his disciples, ‘Who do you say | am?’,
confronts us always. The clear answer Peter gives,
together with the letters of Paul and other writings
attributed to him or to Peter, are important starting points
for our answer to this ever-relevant question. As members
of the church of Jesus, founded on the inspired faith of
Peter and Paul, we are invited to support each other in that
quest. Peter and Paul show what can happen when we
cooperate with Christ in living out his love. Things we never
dreamt of become possible. But their lives also show us
the cost. Both of them died as martyrs. We may not be
asked to embrace martyrdom in our lives, but in the way
we run our race we are challenged to keep the faith and
proclaim Christ by how we live. By doing so we are assured
that when we come to heaven we will be greeted by Peter
and Paul and with them we will behold the fullness of love,
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, for eternity.
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Weekly Spotlight on our Parish
Groups and Mass Ministries

Ministers of The Word

The role of a Minister of the Word is more than a speaking
task. Careful preparation enables them to more effectively
proclaim the Word of God. Good oral communication skills
are an important part of this role.

Musician/Singers

This dedicated and talented group give of their time and
talent to enhance our liturgical celebrations through
music. Musicians are responsible for the selection,
preparation and playing of the music and preparing the
PowerPoint for that Mass.

Offertory Procession

During the celebration of the Eucharist, the community’s
gift of bread and wine is brought forward in the Procession
of Gifts.

Piety Store Assistant

These people sell gifts and books from the Piety Store and
keep a record of sales before and after each weekend
Mass.

Sacristan

The Sacristan ensures all sacred vessels, liturgical books,
linens, oils, candles, bread and wine etc., are ready for
each Liturgical celebration and for the cleaning of chalices
and linens following the celebration.

Welcomers

Welcomers have the very important task of providing a
warm welcome to all those coming into the church and
attending to any needs or queries they may have.

F@bd HOUR

Thursday, July 17
Our Lady of Lourdes Church, 4 Goodwood St, Newtown
Adoration from 5:30pm (Confession available)
Vespers from 6:10pm & Benediction at 6:30pm
Supper to follow

ENEWS = UPDATE

A newsletter from the Catholic Diocese of Toowoomba for
clergy, parishes, schools, staff and the wider community.

CROWS NEST PARISH WINTER SOUNDS CONCERT

Date: 19/7/25 Time: 2:00pm

Where: St Matthew's Church Hall, Creek St Crows Nest

Cost: $20 for adults and $15 for Concession holders and those
under 18 years.

An afternoon of Warm Wintery Sounds by Bell'Amore - a handbell
ensemble from Toowoomba and local Choirs - Yackatoon and For
the Love of Singing (FLOS). The concert will be followed by a
delicious afternoon tea. This event is a fundraiser to assist in the
completion of local, well needed, accommodation.

Contact Janine on crowsnestparish@twb.catholic.org.au or
0435575226 to purchase tickets.

Follow the Facebook event page for updates.

ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER SUNDAY
Date: 6/7/25

The theme for this year is “Sent Forth in Strength and Hope.” The
National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Catholic Council
(NATSICC) has provided a variety of resources 2025 ATSI
Sunday

The resources include a 24-page booklet, audio files for church
services, youth group notes, school celebration ideas and a range
of other practical items.

2026 GOOD SAMARITAN STUDY, ACCOMPANIMENT AND
MENTORING PROGRAM

The Sisters of the Good Samaritan are inviting applications for the
2026 Good Samaritan Study, Accompaniment and Mentoring
(SAM) Program for Catholic women.

Core components of the SAM program include opportunities for
spiritual accompaniment and mentoring. A highlight is an in-
person gathering at Glebe (Sydney), which explores scriptural
foundations for leadership, and leadership in the Good Samaritan
Benedictine tradition. Invitations are also offered for participants to
share their experiences and to explore questions arising from their
study in conversation with experienced women leaders in the
Church.

The SAM Program offers financial assistance to a maximum of
$A6000 per year for women undertaking tertiary studies at a
recognised theological institution. The grant can be spent on
tuition or other expenses associated with the completion of the
qualification. Visit the website to find out more and how to

apply. Applications close on 31 July 2025.

GUIDED WOMEN'S RETREAT

Date: 1-3/8/25

Where: Santa Teresa Spirituality Centre, 267 Wellington Street,
Ormiston QLD

Cost: $450 live in, $250 live out

Hosted by the Brisbane Archdiocesan Ministries' Adult
Formation team, this weekend is an opportunity to come away
from the busyness of life, to take time to be in the presence of
God and be revitalised in your faith. There will be opportunities for
personal prayer, group discussion, input and fellowship. At the
core of this retreat will be an exploration of Pope Francis' final
encyclical, Dilexit Nos (He Loved Us).

Book tickets here.

PILGRIMAGE: IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF MARY MACKILLOP
Date: 9-20/9/25

Where: Start in Melbourne and end in Sydney

Led by Sr Annie Bond, a Sister of Saint Joseph of the Sacred
Heart, this pilgrimage focuses on prayer and reflection as an
integral part of pilgrimage. At each of the sites around Australia
we visit, we take time to pray and reflect on our own lives in the
light of Mary MacKillop’s life. Bookings close 8/8/25. See the Mary
MackKillop Place website for further details, costs and how to

reqgister.
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