
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Reading 
Genesis 18:20-32 

A reading from the book of Genesis 

Lord, do not be angry if I speak. 

The Lord said, ‘How great an outcry 

there is against Sodom and 

Gomorrah! How grievous is their sin! I 

propose to go down and see whether 

or not they have done all that is 

alleged in the outcry against them 

that has come up to me. I am 

determined to know.’ The men left 

there and went to Sodom while 

Abraham remained standing before 

the Lord. Approaching him he said, 

‘Are you really going to destroy the 

just man with the sinner? Perhaps 

there are fifty just men in the town. 

Will you really overwhelm them, will 

you not spare the place for the fifty 

just men in it? Do not think of doing 

such a thing: to kill the just man with 

the sinner, treating just and sinner 

alike! Do not think of it! Will the judge 

of the whole earth not administer 

justice?’ The Lord replied, ‘If 

at Sodom I find fifty just men in the 

town, I will spare the whole place 

because of them.’ Abraham replied, ‘I 

am bold indeed to speak like this to 

my Lord, I who am dust and ashes. 

But perhaps the fifty just men lack 

five: will you destroy the whole city for 

five?’ ‘No’, he replied ‘I will not destroy 

it if I find forty-five just men there.’ 

Again Abraham said to him, ‘Perhaps 

there will only be forty there.’ ‘I will not 

do it’ he replied ‘for the sake of the 

forty.’ Abraham said, ‘I trust my Lord 

will not be angry, but give me leave to 

speak: perhaps there will only be 

thirty there.’ ‘I will not do it’ he replied 

‘if I find thirty there.’ He said, ‘I am 

bold indeed to speak like this, but  

life with him, he has forgiven us all our 

sins. He has overridden the Law, and 

cancelled every record of the debt that we 

had to pay; he has done away with it by 

nailing it to the cross. 
 

Gospel 
Luke 11:1-13 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

Ask, and it will be given to you. 

Once Jesus was in a certain place praying, 

and when he had finished, one of his 

disciples said, ‘Lord, teach us to pray, just 

as John taught his disciples.’ He said to 

them, ‘Say this when you pray: “Father, 

may your name be held holy, your kingdom 

come; give us each day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our sins, for we ourselves 

forgive each one who is in debt to us. And 

do not put us to the test.”’ He also said to 

them, ‘Suppose one of you has a friend 

and goes to him in the middle of the night 

to say, “My friend, lend me three loaves, 

because a friend of mine on his travels has 

just arrived at my house and I have nothing 

to offer him”; and the man answers from 

inside the house, “Do not bother me. The 

door is bolted now, and my children and I 

are in bed; I cannot get up to give it to you.” 

I tell you, if the man does not get up and 

give it him for friendship’s sake, 

persistence will be enough to make him 

get up and give his friend all he wants. ‘So 

I say to you: Ask, and it will be given to you; 

search, and you will find; knock, and the 

door will be opened to you. For the one 

who asks always receives; the one who 

searches always finds; the one who 

knocks will always have the door opened 

to him. What father among you would hand 

his son a stone when he asked for bread? 

Or hand him a snake instead of a fish? Or 

hand him a scorpion if he asked for an 

egg? If you then, who are evil, know how to 

give your children what is good, how much 

more will the heavenly Father give the Holy 

Spirit to those who ask him!’ 

.’ 
 

 

perhaps there will only be twenty there.’ 

‘I will not destroy it’ he replied ‘for the 

sake of the twenty.’ He said, ‘I trust my 

Lord will not be angry if I speak once 

more: perhaps there will only be ten.’ ‘I 

will not destroy it’ he replied ‘for the 

sake of the ten.’ 
 

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 137:1-3. 6-8. R. v.3 

(R.) Lord, on the day I called for help, 

you answered me. 
 

1.  I thank you, Lord, with all my heart, 

you have heard the words of my mouth. 

Before the angels I will bless you. I will 

adore before your holy temple. (R.) 
 

2. I thank you for your faithfulness and 

love which excel all we ever knew of 

you. On the day I called, you answered; 

you increased the strength of my 

soul. (R.) 
 

3. The Lord is high yet he looks on the 

lowly and the haughty he knows from 

afar. Though I walk in the midst of 

affliction you give me life and frustrate 

my foes. (R.) 
 

4. You stretch out your hand and save 

me, your hand will do all things for me. 

Your love, O Lord, is eternal, discard not 

the work of your hands. (R.) 
 

Second Reading  
Colossians 2:12-14 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 

Colossians 

He has made you alive with Christ for he has 

forgiven all our sins. 

You have been buried with Christ, when 

you were baptised; and by baptism, too, 

you have been raised up with him through 

your belief in the power of God who raised 

him from the dead. You were dead, 

because you were sinners and had not 

been circumcised: he has brought you to 

Sunday, 27th July 2025 
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year C 

 

Next Week’s Readings (2nd/3rd Aug 2025) – Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C 
1st Reading: Ecclesiastes1:2; 2:21-23 2nd Reading: Colossians 3:1-5. 9-11   Gospel: Luke 12:13-21 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Thought of the week… 

 

Sunday Reflection...          © Dianne Bergant CSA 
 

The readings invite us to reflect on prayer. Whether our prayer be praise, contrition, 

thanksgiving or petition, it always recognises our need for God. In the gospel Jesus 

instructs us to ask for what we need. He assures us that God is more than willing 

to give us what we need. However, for this to happen we must turn to God and 

humbly acknowledge our need. 
 

The most obvious characteristic of prayer depicted in the readings for this Sunday 

is persistence. Neither Abraham nor the man in the gospel was deterred by any 

obstacle. They show that it is not so much that we persist in prayer in order to 

change God’s mind as it is that we persist in order to discover what God’s mind 

might be. 
 

The salutariness of prayer is often found in the change that it effects in us, not in 

God. By persevering in genuine prayer we may come to acknowledge that all things 

are in God’s hands, and that we can rest content to leave them there, trusting that 

the situation will be cared for as God sees fit. It seems trite to say that God hears 

all prayer and sometimes the answer is ‘No!’ It is better to say that God respects 

the freedom of people and will seldom intervene to change the way events unfold. 

Still, prayer can change the one who prays and also the one for whom the prayer 

is offered if only human need is recognised and divine solicitude is acknowledged. 

 

  

Parish Activities 
 

ANAM CARA – Wednesday 9.00am in the Presbytery 
 

BAPTISM information mornings are held on the 1st Sunday of the month.  

Please phone the office if you wish to attend. 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY - 9.45am Mass (except school holidays) for 

children in Prep - Yr 4. 
 

FRIENDSHIP & CRAFT GROUP - meet every Thursday at 10:30am in the 

quiet room at the church. 
 

ECUMENISM GROUP - meet the 4th Saturday of each month at 9:45am 

in the Children's Liturgy Room followed by a cuppa. 
 

LITURGY GROUP - meet every 4th Tuesday of the month at 10.30am in 

the Presbytery. 
 

LOURDES PRAYER GROUP - meet at 10am every Tuesday in the Quiet 

Room. 
 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL – meet the 1st Monday of each month at 

6.30pm in the Presbytery Meeting Room. 
 

SOCIAL JUSTICE - meet 1st Sunday of the month at 10:45am in the quiet 

room of the Church. 
 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL - meet on the 2nd and 4th Thursday afternoons in 

the quiet room at the church at 2pm. 
 

 

 

 

 

Parish Councillors 
Jo Johnston, Jeni Bonell, Jessica Ramos, Emma Dever, 

Melissa McLean, Julie Whittaker, Peter Castles, Georgina 

Humphrys, Brandon Joseph, Clare Watson 
 

Safeguarding Children, Young 
People and Adults at risk 
In Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, we commit ourselves to 

ensuring the safety and well-being of children, young people 

and adults at risk in our Parish community. The best interests 

of the child, young person or adult at risk come first.  

Our Parish takes a zero tolerance approach to all forms of 

abuse. If you have any concerns about the safety of children, 

young people and adults at risk please contact our Parish 

Safeguarding Representatives, Sue Whitelegg or Jo and Ray 

Johnston on 0437 839 838.  If you believe anybody is at 

immediate risk of harm you should phone 000. You are 

encouraged to provide feedback on Safeguarding policies 

and procedures.   Toowoomba Diocese Safeguarding  
 

Resources can be found at 

https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/safeguarding-policy-

resources/ 

© Dianne Bergant CSA 

© Dianne Bergant CSA 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

   

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 
              

Date Altar 

Servers 

Welcomers Commentary Ministers of 

the Word 

Offertory 

Procession 

Extraordinary 

Ministers 

Ipad 

Operator 

Piety  

Stall 

2nd Aug 

at 

6.30pm 

 
G Schoorl 

M Cushway 
G Ferguson 

M McLean 

B Witham 
Ward Family 

H. J Kelly 

W. M Cushway 

W. R Campbell 

C Juillerat J Wells 

3rd Aug 

at 

9.45am 

 A Suhr J Coman 
J Bonell 

A Cournane 
Denny Family 

H. C Watson 

W. P Murphy 

W. J Axtell 

K Kruger M Webb 

Parish News... 
 

Sat 26/7 o 6.30pm Mass 

Sun 27/7 o 9.45am Mass (World Day for Grandparents & 

the Elderly) 

Mon 28/7  

 

Tue 29/7 o 9.30am Grandparents Day OLOL School 

o 10am Liturgy of the Word 

o 10.30am Prayer Group in the Quiet Room 

Wed 30/7 o 9am Anam Cara in the Presbytery 

o 6.30pm SPRED 

Thu 31/7 o 10am Mass 

o 10.30 am Craft Group in the Quiet Room 

Fri 1/8  
 

 
 

Date Claimers: 
27th July – 2nd August – Catholic Education Week 

3rd August - Teacher and Staff Thank You Mass 9.45am 

followed by morning tea 
 

World Day for Grandparents & the Elderly 
This weekend we celebrate the 5th World Day for Grandparents 

and the Elderly.  The theme chosen by Pope Francis for this 

year is “Blessed are those who have not lost hope” (cf. Sir 

14:2) "All of us, always, can love and pray," writes Pope Leo 

XIV, reminding us that hope does not diminish with age, but is 

renewed each day through love received and given. The elderly 

are a blessing for the Church and for society; their witness of 

faith and perseverance is a precious gift for the new 

generations.   
  

Prayer for Grandparents and the Elderly 
Lord, we thank you for the gift of our grandparents and the 

elderly. We ask for your blessings upon them, that they may be 

filled with your love, joy, and peace.  

Grant them good health, strength,  

and wisdom to guide us with their 

faith and experience. May they always 

know that they are cherished, and  

may they continue to be a source of 

inspiration for us all. Amen.  

 
 

 
 

   

 

  

 
 

 

 
 

Please Pray For...   
 

Recent Deaths:  Vivienne Mahony 

Anniversaries: (25th – 31st July) Eileen Walker, Daniel Paddison, Eva Connole, Michael Stephen, Pat Sullivan, 

Bernard Roberts, Ian Graham, Vic Ruhle, Noreen Ryan, Olive Boden, Barry Lysaght, John Bale, Kevin Burke, Ken Leane, 

Herbert Kruger, Mary Bennett, Rev Msgr John Bennett, Rev Fr Thomas Keegan, Most Rev Basil Roper DD 

Those Who Are Sick: Peter Hickey, Kathie Ober, Brian Reardon, Van Vu, Eileen Reedy, Kevin Arnott, Carmel Green, 

Jasmine Fletcher, Margaret Conrick, Hazel Soriano, Tim & Olivia Zvirblis, Audrey Bentley, Yvonne Oliveiro, Gregory and Genia 

Casey, Noel Lipp, Michael (Micky) Lynch, Carmel & Ron O'Brien, Lillian Roberts, Brian Thomson, Peggy Thies, John Axtell, 

Noel O'Mara, Mick O'Mara, Patrick Wright 

July Birthdays: Teresa Lee, Cleber Dias, Margaret Naismith, Mary Ondrus, Eloise & Jemima Khoo, Elin Thomson,  

Lachlan See, Julie See, Glyn Ferguson, Sr Cecilia Bailey, Anne Mullins, Barry Coonan, Carmel O’Brien 

OLOL Staff Thank You Mass – 3rd August  
The theme for Catholic Education Week this year is 

Communities of Faith, Hope and Love.  This theme 

captures the essence of what it means to be part of a 

Catholic School community.  Faith ignites growth.  Hope 

fuels support.  Love welcomes all.  Together these pillars 

nurture students’ spirits, empower teachers, and embrace 

families, creating a vibrant learning community where 

everyone thrives.  At the 9.45am Mass on Sunday 3rd 

August the parish will acknowledge and celebrate the 

dedication of all those involved in Education within the 

diocese especially those members of our school and 

parish community.  Morning tea will follow the Mass so 

please bring a plate to share if you can.  
 

 

 
 

Special Celebrations for the Missionary 
Sisters of Service (MSS) 
Over the coming weeks the MSS have some very special 

celebrations: 

28th July Sr Cecilia Bailey celebrates her 94th birthday 

3rd August Sr Mary Cleary celebrates her 85th birthday 

15th August Srs Mary Cleary and Nancy Doyle will celebrate   

60 years since they made their first profession and  

Sr Margaret Windsham and Sr Cecilia Bailey will celebrate  

70 years since they joined the MSS.   

We pray that God’s loving grace, which you bestowed on 

so many while serving families in remote parts of 

Queensland, will be yours in abundance.  Happy 

celebrating ladies.  We will keep you all in our prayers. 
 

Birthday Wishes 
Congratulations and best wishes to  

Sr Cecilia Bailey who celebrates her  

94th Birthday on the 28th July.  

Happy Birthday Sister Cecilia! 
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WEBINAR: IF AUSTRALASIAN CATHOLICISM BECOMES 
SYNODAL? 
Date: 24/7/25 Thursday     Time: 7:30pm 
Where: Online, register for link here     Cost: Free 
What are the potential benefits for Australasian Catholicism in 
becoming synodal? Speakers Richard Lennan and Anne 
Benjamin will share their hopes and visions for a revitalised, 
expansive and inclusive faith where Catholicism is a broad church. 
They will be joined by John Warhurst, who will moderate the 
event, and Trish Hindmarsh, who will be the responder. Presented 
by Australasian Catholic Coalition for Church Reform and Garratt 
Publishing. The webinar will be recorded and made available the 
week following the event. You must be registered to receive the 
link to the video. 
 

INTERNATIONAL PEACE CONFERENCE: BEING A CITY OF 
PEACE 
Date: 30/8/25 Saturday     Time: 8:30am-4:00pm 
Where: St Patrick's Cathedral Toowoomba 
Cost: Free, register via Humanitix 
Discover how cities worldwide are becoming beacons of 
peace. This inspiring global gathering brings together both 
international and national leaders, city officials, peacebuilders, 
activists, educators, and community members to explore 
innovative local peacebuilding approaches. Organised by the 
Multifiath Multicultural Centre Toowoomba. For more information 
email events.mfmcc@gmail.com 
 

BUNYA MOUNTAINS TEEN RETREAT 
Date: 22-24/9/25  Monday-Wednesday 
Where: Bunya Mountains QLD    Cost: $100-$140 
Get ready for an unforgettable retreat for teens in the Bunya 
Mountains! Fr Nathan Webb will be camp chaplain for this special 
spring retreat. Find out more and register here. 
 

REMINDER: NATIONAL LITURGY CONFERENCE 
Date: 1-3/10/25 Wednesday-Friday 
Where: Hilton Hotel, Adelaide SA 
Cost: See website for details 
Featured keynote speakers include leading US presenters, 
composer and theologian, Rev Dr Ricky Manalo CSP and liturgist, 
theologian and author, Rita Ferrone.  Additionally, a vast array of 
over 50 workshops from expert liturgists, theologians, composers, 
educators and musicians is on offer, promising to provide valuable 
formation for everyone involved in parish liturgy, liturgical music 
and school liturgical life. Full conference information and 
registration is available at https://pilgrimsofhope.com.au/. 
 

WEBINAR: RECOGNISING ONLINE COERCIVE CONTROL IN 
YOUNG PEOPLE'S LIVES 
Date: 5/8/25 Tuesday     Time: 1:30pm-2:30pm 
Where: Online via ACSL Portal     Cost: Free 
It’s not always easy to spot when a relationship becomes 
controlling, especially for young people. Coercive control is a 
pattern of abusive behaviours that uses manipulation, monitoring, 
surveillance, pressure, and fear to limit someone’s freedom and 
independence. When technology is involved, it can be even 
harder to recognise. Presented by Stef Tipping, eSafety 
Commissioner. 
 

MARY'S MONTH OF INSPIRATION 
Get inspired this August with quotes from St Mary MacKillop. Sign 
up today to receive a month of uplifting quotes from Australia's 
first saint—straight to your inbox. Each week, you'll receive a 
collection of powerful quotes from Mary, offering encouragement, 
hope, and inspiration rooted in her extraordinary life of 
compassion and service. Visit Mary MacKillop Today website to 
sign up. 

Cakes & slices for Winter Shelter 
OLOL Parish has been asked to provide 

cakes/slices/biscuits each Friday night for the Winter 

Shelter guests. We are looking for 3 people to deliver just 

one cake, slice or batch of biscuits each to St Theresa’s 

and St Thomas More’s. If you can help, please indicate on 

the sheet at the church entrance. If you are unable to 

deliver, please contact Jo Johnston (0418 733 615) or 

Jenny Ferguson at the parish office and we’ll make 

arrangements. 

 
 
 

 

 
Spiritual Development Part 2 
Meditation Group 

Meditation increases our awareness of God in us and through 

God’s guidance and our willingness we are also aware that 

God is in everyone we meet.  Meditation provides a growing 

capacity to be present with God in each moment more and 

more fully, more and more peacefully, more and more 

lovingly.  New members welcome any time. 

Prayer Group 

The Prayer Group meets after the 10am Mass every Tuesday.  

The meetings are relaxed and informal and include prayerful 

reading and discussion of the Scripture and prayer of petition.  

You don’t have to commit to regular meetings, just come 

along whenever you can. 

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) 

The role of the RCIA team is to meet with those interested in 

becoming Catholic and discussing and supporting their faith 

journey and individual needs.  The group comes together on 

a regular basis and through discussion, reflection and prayer, 

journey together in search of faith and deeper understanding. 

Sacramental Preparation - Coordinators and Assistants 

Our parish coordinates a family-centred Parish-based 

Sacramental Program for the Sacraments of Confirmation, 

First Holy Communion and Reconciliation. Essentially, this 

program is a partnership in which families and the Parish 

community work together in the preparation and celebration 

of these Sacraments.  

SPRED 

SPRED (Special Religious Development) is a program that 

supports faith, personal development and integration of 

people with an intellectual disability into parishes and the 

general community.  Volunteers attend 13 preparation and 

13 integrated sessions per year.  These sessions take place 

during term time for a maximum of 2 hours.   

 
 

Weekly Spotlight on our Parish 
Groups and Mass Ministries 

Comments, Suggestions, Ideas 
The Parish Pastoral Council welcomes any comments, 

suggestions or ideas you may have for our Parish at any 

time.  Please place your ideas in the mailbox on the table 

at the main entrance to the church. 

 
OLOL 75th Anniversary in 2026 
All interested parishioners are invited to form a sub-

committee to plan and celebrate the OLOL 75th 

anniversary in 2026. If you’d like to help shape our 75th 

year of faith and service, please contact the Parish Office 

at ourladyoflourdesparish@twb.catholic.org.au or on  

4634 1453. 
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