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‘e would like to acknowledge the Giabal and Jarowair peoples, Traditional Owners

of this land and pay our respects to their Elders past and present.

First Reading

Sirach 35:12-14, 16-18

A reading from the book of Ecclesiasticus

The prayer of the humble will penetrate the
heavens.

The Lord is a judge who is no respecter
of personages. He shows no respect of
personages to the detriment of a poor
man, he listens to the plea of the
injured party. He does not ignore the
orphan's supplication, nor the widow's
as she pours out her story. The man
who with his whole heart serves God
will be accepted, his petitions will carry
to the clouds. The humble man’s
prayer pierces the clouds, until it
arrives he is inconsolable nor will he
desist until the Most High takes notice
of him, acquits the virtuous and
delivers judgement. And the Lord will
not be slow, nor will he be dilatory on
their behalf.

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 32:2-3.17-19. 23.R. V.7

(R.) The Lord hears the cry of the poor.

1. I will bless the Lord at all times,

his praise always on my lips;

in the Lord my soul shall make its
boast. The humble shall hear and be
glad. (R.)

2. The Lord turns his face against the
wicked to destroy their remembrance
from the earth.

The just call and the Lord hears

and rescues them in all their distress.

(R.)

3. The Lord is close to the broken-
hearted; those whose spirit is crushed
he will save.

The Lord ransoms the souls of his
servants.

Those who hide in him shall not be
condemned. (R.)

Sunday, 26t October 2025
Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C

Second Reading

2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to
Timothy

All that remains is the crown of righteousness
reserved for me.

My life is already being poured away as
a libation, and the time has come for
me to be gone. | have fought the good
fight to the end; | have run the race to
the finish; | have kept the faith; all there
is to come now is the crown of
righteousness reserved for me, which
the Lord, the righteous judge, will give
to me on that Day; and not only to me
but to all those who have longed for his
Appearing. The first time | had to
present my defence, there was not a
single witness to support me. Every one
of them deserted me - may they not be
held accountable for it. But the Lord
stood by me and gave me power, so that
through me the whole message might
be proclaimed for all the pagans to
hear; and so | was rescued from the
lion’s mouth. The Lord will rescue me
from all evil attempts on me, and bring
me safely to his heavenly kingdom. To
him be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Gospel Acclamation
2 Corinthians 5:19

Alleluia, alleluia!

God was in Christ, to reconcile the world
to himself;

and the Good News of reconciliation he
has entrusted to us.

Alleluia!

Gospel

Luke 18:9-14

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Luke

The publican returned to his home justified; the
pharisee did not.

Jesus spoke the following parable to
some people who prided themselves
on being virtuous and despised
everyone else, ‘Two men went up to the
Temple to pray, one a Pharisee, the
other a tax collector. The Pharisee
stood there and said this prayer to
himself, “l thank you, God, that | am not
grasping, unjust, adulterous like the
rest of mankind, and particularly that |
am not like this tax collector here. | fast
twice a week; | pay tithes on all | get.”
The tax collector stood some distance
away, not daring even to raise his eyes
to heaven; but he beat his breast and
said, “God, be merciful to me, a

sinner.” This man, | tell you, went home
again at rights with God; the other did
not. For everyone who exalts himself
will be humbled, but the man who
humbles himself will be exalted.’

Next Week’s Readings (1st/2nd Nov) — The Commemoration of all the Faithful Departed (All Souls’ Day) - Year C

1st Reading: Is 25:6-9 2nd Reading: Romans 5:5-11 Gospel: Luke 7:11-17



https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Ctm2#tm2004
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListGosAc%7Cco2#co2005

Parish Activities
ANAM CARA - Wednesday 9.00am in the Presbytery

BAPTISM information mornings are held on the 1st Sunday of the month
at 10.45am. Please phone the office if you wish to attend.

CHILDREN'’S LITURGY - 9.45am Mass (except school holidays) for
children in Prep - Yr 4.

FRIENDSHIP & CRAFT GROUP - meet in the Quiet Room at the Church
every Thursday after the 10am Mass.

ECUMENISM GROUP - meet the 4th Saturday of each month at 9:45am
in the Children's Liturgy Room followed by a cuppa.

LITURGY GROUP - meet every 4th Tuesday of the month at 1pm in the
Presbytery.

LOURDES PRAYER GROUP - meet in the Quiet Room every Tuesday after
the 10am Liturgy of The Word.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL - meet the 1st Monday of each month at
6.30pm in the Presbytery Meeting Room.

SOCIAL JUSTICE - meet 1st Sunday of the month at 10:45am in the quiet
room at the Church.

ST VINCENT DE PAUL - meet on the 2nd and 4th Thursday afternoons in
the quiet room at the church at 2pm.

Parish Councillors

Jo Johnston, Jeni Bonell, Jessica Ramos, Emma Dever,
Melissa McLean, Julie Whittaker, Peter Castles, Georgina
Humphrys, Brandon Joseph, Clare Watson

Safeguarding Children, Young
People and Adults at risk

In Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, we commit ourselves to
ensuring the safety and well-being of children, young people
and adults at risk in our Parish community. The best interests
of the child, young person or adult at risk come first.

Our Parish takes a zero tolerance approach to all forms of
abuse. If you have any concerns about the safety of children,
young people and adults at risk please contact our Parish
Safeguarding Representatives, Sue Whitelegg or Jo and Ray
Johnston on 0437 839 838. If you believe anybody is at
immediate risk of harm you should phone 000. You are
encouraged to provide feedback on Safeguarding policies
and procedures. Toowoomba Diocese Safeguarding
Resources can be found at
https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/safeguarding-policy-
resources/
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Competitive prayer!

For the Pharisee, his prayer is a
competition. He prays aloud so that
others can hear him and be impressed.
Perhaps he thinks that God is as
impressed as those who look up to

him? His prayer is also an opportunity to
make himself look good at the expense
of another. Certainly, prayer is a time
to celebrate with God our triumphs
and successes, but above all it is an
opportunity to be truly honest with God
and with ourselves. The prayer of the tax
collector is the most honest of prayers.
This honesty is what is impressive; not
the competitive showing off.

Sunday Reflection... © Dianne Bergant CSA

It is very easy for religious people to fall into a kind of self-righteousness. Their very
enthusiasm and generosity can plant the seeds of religious arrogance. They know
what commitment demands of them; they experience relative success in their
endeavours to be faithful; they distance themselves from what they think might
threaten their resolve; and then they pass judgment on those who do not share
their values or experience their success. This kind of arrogance is often
imperceptible, because there is enough truth in every step along the way that it is
difficult to recognise when one is veering off the track.

Jesus extols the humility of the one who admits being a sinner and can accept the
implications of that admission. This is the kind of prayer that is described in the
reading from Sirach and the psalm response. It is those who can admit that they
are needy who turn to God in that need. It is those who trust that God will be their
strength in the face of their weaknesses who are strengthened.

Paul's own prayer demonstrates the attitudes that should be ours as we pray. Like
the Pharisee, he acknowledges his success. He has competed well; he has finished
the course; he has kept the faith. However, unlike the Pharisee, he acknowledges
that God is the source of any good he has been able to accomplish. The Lord stood
by him and gave him strength. If there is any glory, it belongs to God. Paul’'s
confident prayer springs from a humble heart.

persoactile

The Tax Collector

Wouldn't you know it? | thought the
Temple would be quiet at this time
and | snuck in the back to whisper my
prayer to God. But one of the great
men, a Pharisee, was there praying. He
proudly declared before God his good
works. Every word he spoke reminded
me of how | fail time and time again to
do what is right with God. | realised that
| didn’t belong in that place. My prayer
went out of my head and | muttered
a few simple words. Why would God
listen to me, a sinner?

Thought of the week...

WHOEVER SAID OUT OF SIGHT,
OUT OF MIND NEVER HAD
A SPIDER DISAPPEAR IN
THE BEDROOM.
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At rights with God

We are told that the tax collector, after
his simple prayer, went home ‘at rights
with God'. What does it mean to be at
rights with God? It is nothing more and
nothing less than the entire Judeo-
Christian story. The story of the Old
Testament is the story of God calling
the people to live in right relationship
with God and with one another. The
Gospels are the story of Jesus calling all
people to a richer understanding of his
compassionate Father so that they may
once again be at rights with God. The
story continues and it is our constant
challenge to be at rights with God also.




Please Pray For...

Recent Deaths: John Campbell (Russell Campbell’s brother), Kathleen (Nell) Reynolds
Anniversaries: (24t - 30t Oct) Mary McWilliam, Doreen Collins, George Keryk, Alexandria Kruger, Robert Watson,

Derrick Carrol, Vincente Valencia, Fr EdOmund O’Donnell.

Those Who Are Sick: Sr Cecilia Bailey, Robyn Fallon, Peter Hickey, Kathie Ober, Brian Reardon, Van Vu, Eileen Reedy,
Kevin Arnott, Carmel Green, Jasmine Fletcher, Margaret Conrick, Hazel Soriano, Tim & Olivia Zvirblis, Audrey Bentley, Yvonne
Oliveiro, Gregory and Genia Casey, Noel Lipp, Michael (Micky) Lynch, Carmel & Ron O'Brien, Lillian Roberts, Brian Thomson,
Peggy Thies, John Axtell, Noel O'Mara, Mick O'Mara, Patrick Wright

October Birthdays: Fr John Quinlan, Annette Bishop, Dorothy O’Connor, Sr Pat Quinn, Larry Ryan, Isabella Dwan,
Bernadette Smith. Candice Poulton. Anne Suhr. Angus Dwan. Carol Rawlinson

Parish News...

Sat 25/10 o 6.30pm Mass
Sun 26/10 | o 9.45am Mass & Children’s Liturgy
Mon 27/10 | o
Tue 28/10 | o Bam - 6.55am Reconciliation
o Tam Mass
o 10am Liturgy of the Word
o 10.30am Prayer Group in the Quiet Room
o 1pm Liturgy Group Meeting Presbytery
Wed 29/10 | o 9am Anam Cara in the Presbytery
o 6.30pm SPRED
Thu 30/10 | o 10am Mass
o 11am Craft Group in the Quiet Room
o 5.30pm Mass
o 6pm - 7pm Adoration with Benediction
Fri 31/10

Date Claimers:
1st November - All Saints Day
2nd November - All Souls Day
3rd November - 6.30pm Parish Pastoral Council Meeting
9th November - Prison Sunday
16th November - World Day of the Poor

Baptisms

We welcome Elliot Bacon and Elsie Kennedy into Our Lady of
Lourdes Parish through the Sacrament of Baptism.
Congratulations on this blessed occasion and may God’s love
bring you a lifetime of faith.

Raising Funds to restore St Patrick’s Cathedral
Click here for your chance to win great prizes! @846

Closes 8pm Thurs 11t Dec. e AU
Drawn 9am Monday 15t Dec.

New Mass Rosters

Thank you to everyone who completed the Flick and Tick Form.
The new Mass Rosters are currently being prepared and will
be sent out to the volunteers in the coming weeks.

Little Books for Advent

The Little Blue Books for Advent have arrived. If you placed
an order, the books are available for collection from the
wooden box on the table at the back of the church.
Payment can be made via the envelopes provided.

Help Needed....Can you sew?
We are looking for someone to cut R
and sew some more Baptism Bibs
and stitch on some guipure lace.
Materials can be provided or
reimbursement available. Please
call the office on 4634 1453 if
you can help.

OUR LABY OF LOURDES
SENIOR’S CHRISTMAS PARTY

FRI 28TH NOVEMBER
I0OAM MASS

N - P
SPOLLOWED BY MORNING TEA AND LUNCH
IN THE MCMORROW CENTRE %

ENTERTAINMENT BY THE SCHOOL CHILOREN

RSVP: on the form at the back of the church or
email: ourladyoflourdesparishetwb.catholic.org.au

Date Welcomers Commentary Ministers of the Offertory Extraordinary Ipad Piety
Word Procession Ministers Operator Stall

1st Nov H. R Campbell

at HF(;on[:ﬁrt L Borger LJVC:I”syh Kelly Family | W. G Ferguson M Connell M Cushway
6.30pm y W. D Clark
2nd Nov H. Cleber Dias

at IT;:::;: n T Ryan g Cﬂvgggz K I/_\aiuzrale W. S Rosentreter J Cash M Webb
9.45am y g W. R Fallon



https://www.playforpurpose.com.au/catholic-diocese

Nostra Aetate

This year marks the 60t Anniversary of Nostra Aetate,
Vatican II's Declaration on the Relation of the Church to Non-
Christian Religions. This Anniversary will occur on the 28t
October a document has been produced to commemorate
the occasion. This document highlights the importance of
engaging in dialogue and collaboration with members of
other religions and to connect with the unique bond with our
Jewish brothers and sisters. Nostra Aetate continues to
inspire and to guide Catholics in forging relationships of
mutual respect and collaboration. To read the document,
please click here.
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ENROL NOW
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2027 and beyond
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Final places for 2026 still available

She venves. She beady. She Thwrives
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Prayers for the Dead

Sunday 9t November 3pm - 5pm

St Anthony’s Parish is hosting a ‘prayers for the dead’ event
in the month of the Holy Souls.

The afternoon will begin at 3:00pm at St Anthony's with a
short exhortation, before all those gathered process to the
Drayton and Toowoomba Cemetery. People are welcome to
drive if the walk (approx. 2km) is too much for them.

There will be prayers and devotions at the cemetery upon
arrival (roughly 3:40pm), before processing back to

St Anthony's for solemn Evening Prayer for the Dead.

It's anticipated the prayers will conclude around 5:00pm.
Light supper and refreshments will follow.

People can walk or drive to the cemetery. Please bring
hat/umbrellas. Bottled water is available. For more
information, please call St Anthony’s Parish on 4636 1737.

A newsletter from the Catholic Diocese of Toowoomba for
clergy, parishes, schools, staff and the wider community.

ALL SAINTS' ROMA PARISH PICNIC

Date: 1/11/25 Saturday  Time: 6:00pm

Where: St John's School, Roma

Cost: Adults $20, children under 15 $5

All are welcome to celebrate the Feast of All Saints in Roma! Join
us for an outdoor Mass followed by a picnic dinner, pig-on-a-spit,
sausages, salads and dessert. Contact Roma Parish on (07) 4622
1075 or roma@twb.catholic.org.au to RSVP.

Social media/newsletter ad.

TRIVIA NIGHT

Date: 8/11/25 Sunday Time: 6pm

Where: Mary MacKillop School Hall Highfields

Tickets $20 must be purchased prior to the event and include
Pizza. Contact alan.mcnaught@bigpond.com or Mary MacKillop
Catholic College. See flyer for more details.

WALK OF HOPE: SOLIDARITY WITH THOSE TOUCHED BY
BREAST CANCER

Date: 27/10/25 Monday  Time: 7:45am

Where: Starting at Frog's Hollow, Queens Park Toowoomba

All are welcome to join a walk to honour and remember everyone
touched by breast cancer. The walk will start at Queens Park (cnr
Hume & Margaret Sts) and end at Town Hall (Ruthven St). The
ceremony starts at 8:00am at Town Hall, feel free to join there if
you cannot join the walk. Please wear a touch of pink. Say hello
to our wonderful Pastoral Care team, who will also be there in their
pink shirts.See flyer for further details.

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST: CHURCHES OF ITALY WITH
FR FRANCO

Proposed Dates: 8-21/6/26

As part of Warwick's Centenary celebrations, Magi Pilgrimages
has offered the opportunity to join a pilgrimage to Italy. With 10 to
19 participants, the group can join an Australian pilgrim group; with
20+ participants, a parish group can be formed. If you're
interested, find out more here and contact the Warwick Parish on
warwick@twb.catholic.org.au or 07 4661 1033.

NEW LITURGICAL RESOURCE WEBSITE

The National Liturgical Council has launched a new website,
featuring a wealth of resources on a wide range of topics. After
almost two years of preparation, the new site was revealed as part
of the national liturgical conference held in Adelaide earlier this
month. The website offers resources of benefit to individuals,
parishes, schools and dioceses. Visit the NLC website here.

MISSIONARIES OF

We would like to thank you for your generosity supporting the Churchin
Zambia and missionaries like Sr Jane and Kayula.

Thanks to your kindness, women like Sharon will have the skills to provide
for their families, and mothers like Grace can give birth with dignity. Your
gift will also support a variety of Church programs around the world.

To learn more about the impact your support is making, please visit

catholicmission.org.au/our-work. Here, you can also sign up to our
regular newsletter to keep up to date with the latest news.

If you have not yet had the opportunity to give, please do so at

catholicmission.org.au/mission. Your action will make a profound
change on people’slives.

catholic Frreecal: 1800257 296
mission
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catholicmission.org.au/mission [=]:
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