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Weekday Mass - Thursday 10am
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First Reading

Acts of the Apostles 15:1-2. 22-29

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

It has been decided by the Holy Spirit and
ourselves not to burden you beyond what is
essential.

Some men came down from Judaea
and taught the brothers, ‘Unless you
have yourselves circumcised in the
tradition of Moses you cannot be
saved.’ This led to disagreement, and
after Paul and Barnabas had had a
long argument with these men it was
arranged that Paul and Barnabas and
others of the church should go up
to Jerusalem and discuss the
problem with the apostles and elders.
Then the apostles and elders decided
to choose delegates to send
to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas;
the whole church concurred with this.
They chose Judas known
as Barsabbas and Silas, both leading
men in the brotherhood, and gave
them this letter to take with them:
‘The apostles and elders, your

brothers, send greetings to the
brothers of pagan birth in
Antioch, Syria and Cilicia. We hear

that some of our members have
disturbed you with their demands and
have unsettled your minds. They
acted without any authority from us,
and so we have decided unanimously
to elect delegates and to send them
to you with Barnabas and Paul, men
we highly respect who have dedicated
their lives to the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Accordingly, we are
sending you Judas and Silas, who will
confirm by word of mouth what we
have written in this letter. It has been
decided by the Holy Spirit and by
ourselves not to saddle you with any

burden beyond these essentials: you
are to abstain from food sacrificed to
idols, from blood, from the meat of
strangled animals and from fornication.
Avoid these, and you will do what is
right. Farewell.’

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 66:2-3.5-6. 8. R. v.4
(R.) O God, let all the nations praise you!

1. O God, be gracious and bless us and
let your face shed its light upon us. So
will your ways be known upon earth and
all nations learn your saving help. (R.)

2. Let the nations be glad and exult for
you rule the world with justice. With
fairness you rule the peoples, you guide
the nations on earth. (R.)

3. Let the peoples praise you, O God; let
all the peoples praise you. May God still
give us his blessing till the ends of the
earth revere him. (R.)

Second Reading

Revelation 21:10-14, 22-23

A reading from the book of the Apocalypse

He showed me the holy city coming down out of
heaven .

In the spirit, the angel took me to the
top of an enormous high mountain and
showed me Jerusalem, the holy city,
coming down from God out of heaven. It
had all the radiant glory of God and
glittered like some precious jewel of
crystal-clear diamond. The walls of it
were of a great height and had twelve
gates; at each of the twelve gates there
was an angel, and over the gates were
written the names of the twelve tribes
of Israel; on the east there were three
gates, on the north three gates, on the
south three gates, and on the west
three gates. The city walls stood on
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We would like to acknowledge the Giabal and Jarowair peoples, Traditional Owners

of this land and pay our respects to their Elders past and present.

twelve foundation stones, each one of
which bore the name of one of the twelve
apostles of the Lamb. | saw that there
was no temple in the city since the Lord
God Almighty and the Lamb were
themselves the temple, and the city did
not need the sun or the moon for light,
since it was lit by the radiant glory of God
and the Lamb was a lighted torch for it.

Gospel

John 14:23-29

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
John.

The Holy Spirit will teach you everything and
remind you of all | have said to you.

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘If anyone
loves me he will keep my word, and my
Father will love him, and we shall come
to him and make our home with him.
Those who do not love me do not keep
my words. And my word is not my own: it
is the word of the one who sent me. |
have said these things to you while still
with you; but the Advocate, the Holy
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my
name, will teach you everything and
remind you of all | have said to you.
Peace | bequeath to you, my own peace
| give you, a peace the world cannot give,
this is my gift to you. Do not let your
hearts be troubled or afraid. You heard
me say: | am going away and shall return.
If you loved me, you would have been
glad to know that | am going to the
Father, for the Father is greater than I. |
have told you this now before it happens,
so that when it does happen you may
believe.’

“Peace |
leave with
you: my
peace |
give you.”

John 14:27




Parish Activities
ANAM CARA - Wednesday 9.00am in the Presbytery

BAPTISM information mornings are held on the 1st Sunday of the month.
Please phone the office if you wish to attend.

CHILDREN'’S LITURGY - 9.45am Mass (except school holidays) for
children in Prep - Yr 4.

FRIENDSHIP & CRAFT GROUP - meet every Thursday at 10:30am in the
quiet room at the church.

ECUMENISM GROUP - meet the 4th Saturday of each month at 9:45am
in the Children's Liturgy Room followed by a cuppa.

LITURGY GROUP - meet every 4th Tuesday of the month at 10.30am in
the Presbytery.

LOURDES PRAYER GROUP - meet at 10am every Tuesday in the Quiet
Room.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL - meet the 1st Monday of each month at
6.30pm in the Presbytery Meeting Room.

SOCIAL JUSTICE - meet 1st Sunday of the month at 10:45am in the quiet
room of the Church.

ST VINCENT DE PAUL - meet on the 2nd and 4th Thursday afternoons in
the auiet room at the church at 2om.

Parish Councillors

Jo Johnston, Ray Johnston, Bernadette Witham, Emma Dever,
Melissa McLean, Julie Whittaker, Peter Castles, Georgina
Humphrys, Brandon Joseph, Clare Watson

Safeguarding Children, Young
People and Adults at risk

In Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, we commit ourselves to
ensuring the safety and well-being of children, young people
and adults at risk in our Parish community. The best interests
of the child, young person or adult at risk come first.

Our Parish takes a zero tolerance approach to all forms of
abuse. If you have any concerns about the safety of children,
young people and adults at risk please contact our Parish
Safeguarding Representatives, Sue Whitelegg or Jo and Ray
Johnston on 0437 839 838. If you believe anybody is at
immediate risk of harm you should phone 000. You are
encouraged to provide feedback on Safeguarding policies
and procedures. Toowoomba Diocese Safeguarding
Resources can be found at
https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/safeguarding-policy-
resources/

Historicar
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The time of absence

At the time of writing of the Gospel of John
(during the last decade of the 1st Century),
the community of believers were beginning

to come to terms with the continued absence
of Jesus. In the earlier gospels, particularly
Mark, there is a feeling of expectation
evident in the writing - an expectation that
Jesus' promised return was imminent. By
the time of John's community, there was
an acceptance that the glorious return of
Jesus still lay some time in the future. They
wrestled with keeping alive the memory and
message of Jesus when there was no end in
sight.

Sunday Reflection... © Dianne Bergant CSA

The new city of God is built on the foundation of the apostles, but on its gates are
inscribed the names of the tribes of Israel. These names represent the openness
to all nations, races, peoples and tongues. The resurrection of Jesus has radically
transformed the way we live together and the way we live with God.

What must we do to be saved? The question put to Jesus centuries ago is still
asked today, and the answer is still the same. We must believe and we must love
God and love one another. We will be recognised as resurrection people by our
active faith and by our unselfish love, not by an exterior mark, regardless of how
sacred. This change in requirements for membership does not diminish the rigour
of our religious obligations. Rather, it suggests that we may always have to
reinterpret the law, for what is appropriate at one time and in one place may be
inappropriate in another. With the early Christians, we will need the guidance of
the Holy Spirit in this very delicate process. This is why the departing Jesus assures
us that the Spirit will come to us to teach us all things.

The final gift that Jesus promises to give is his own peace, a peace that he has won
by overcoming sin and death. This peace issues from the union that Jesus enjoys
with God, a union which we are now invited to share.

goSpel

Advocate

In the text, Jesus describes the Holy
Spirit as the Advocate, sometimes
translated as Paraclete. Both words
have very similar meanings. Today
when we describe someone as an
advocate we usually mean that they
stand up for and speak out for someone
else or a particular cause. Advocate
also has a legal meaning where the
advocate bears witness and attests to
the validity of another. The Holy Spirit is
the Advocate of Jesus in that the action
of the Holy Spirit continues to bear
witness to the message of Jesus.

Thought of the week...

Facebook conv/breakofdaycomic
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Peace

Jesus promises his peace to the disciples
in today’s gospel passage. However, some
people argue that the world has not known
that peace in the time since then. Some
Jewish people cite this as one of their
arguments against Jesus being regarded as
the promised Messiah. One of the prophecies
about the Messiah was that there would be
universal peace once the Messiah arrived.
Those who argue against Jesus as the
Messiah point to the fact that since the time
of Jesus, not a single day has gone by in our
history in which there has not been some war
or conflict occurring somewhere on earth.

by Nate Fakes
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Please Pray For...
Recent Deaths

Anniversaries (23™ — 29" May) Frank Erbacher, Jim Coleman, Barry Fraser, Margaret Barrie, Henrica Van Dongen,
Jack Costello, Pat Lynch, Irene Dunne, Judy Reardon, Catherine Keating, Sr Joan Shannon MSS, Rev Fr Francis Hall

Those Who Are Sick: Peter Hickey, Kathie Ober, Brian Reardon, Van Vu, Eileen Reedy, Kevin Arnott, Carmel Green,
Jasmine Fletcher, Margaret Conrick, Hazel Soriano, Tim & Olivia Zvirblis, Audrey Bentley, Yvonne Oliveiro, Gregory and Genia
Casey, Noel Lipp, Michael (Micky) Lynch, Carmel & Ron O'Brien, Lillian Roberts, Brian Thomson, Peggy Thies, John Axtell,

Noel O'Mara, Mick O'Mara, Patrick Wright

May Birthdays:, John Trueman, Libby Ferguson, Bernie Dever, Abigail Schoorl, Janice Moore, Brian Reardon, Marie Logan,
Emily Dwan, Mark Whitelegg, Charlie Schoorl, MaryKate Thomson, Gabriel Hoopert

Parish News...

Sat 24/5 o Feast of Our Lady Help of Christians
Patroness of Australia
o 6.30pm Mass
Sun 25/5 | o 9.45am Mass
Mon 26/5
Tue 27/5 | o 10am Liturgy of the Word
o 10.30am Prayer Group in the Quiet Room
Wed 28/5 | o 9am Anam Cara in the Presbytery
o 6.30pm SPRED in the Church
Thu29/5 | o 10am Mass
o 10.30am Craft & Friendship in the Quiet
Room
Fri 30/5

Date Claimers:

31st May /15t June - The Ascension of the Lord
1st June - Baptism Preparation 10.30am

1st — 8t June - Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
2nd June - Parish Council Changeover 6.30pm

Sacrament of First Reconciliation
Registration:

Enrolments are now open for the First Reconciliation Program
for 2025. Please click here for the Initial Information Letter
which includes a link to the registration form. Registrations
close on the 13t June. Please contact the office if you have
any queries.

Congratulations and Thank you!

Congratulations to the children who received the Sacraments
of Confirmation and First Eucharist on Tues 13t May and Sun
18th May. It was a very prayerful celebration. Also, a big ‘Thank
You’ to the Sacramental Team who assisted the children in
their preparation.

National Sorry Day Event

Date: 26/5/25 Monday

Time: 7:30am

Where: Yarning Circle, Gumbi Gumbi Gardens, UniSQ
All warmly welcome to this event. See flyer.

Parish Planned Giving Program

It's that time of year again where we ask you to complete
a Planned Giving form and pledge your annual contribution
amount. Your regular support of our Planned Giving
Program helps us plan and budget for everyday expenses,
repairs and maintenance of our parish facilities and meet
our Diocesan and Parish commitments. Contributions can
be made through Direct Debit or Planned Giving
envelopes. Click here to access the Online Form or paper
copies are available at the back of the church. If you would
like additional information, please contact the Parish
Office. Thank you for your generous contributions.

BEANNED.GIVING

Would your child like to be an Altar
Server?

The primary role of an Altar Server is to assist the Priest in
the celebration of the Mass. If your child is interested in
becoming an Altar Server, please contact the parish office
to register your interest. Eligible children must have
completed the Sacraments of First Communion and
Confirmation, attend training and be committed to their
roster.

Contacting the office... Ph: 4634 1453
Just a reminder of our office hours and the days when
staff are available.

Pastoral Coordinator:
Jenny Ferguson - 9am to 1-pm Mon, Tue, Thurs & Fri
olol.pastoralcoordinator@twb.catholic.org.au

Parish Secretaries:

Karlie Ward - 9am - 1pm Mon, Wed & Fri
Teresa Lee - 9am - 1pm Tues
ourladyoflourdesparish@twb.catholic.org.au

Outside these hours, please consider sending an e-mail
that can be addressed at the earliest convenience.

Altar Welcomers | Commentary Ministers of Offertory Extraordinary Ipad Piety
Servers the Word Procession Ministers Operator Stall
31st May H. J O’Sullivan
at AGI\I/I-Sr?goe; O’Slauﬁi\J/an J Johnston g jce)r:gnusigz E & P Castles | W. D Clark C Juillerat |W Hoopert
6.30pm W. B Witham
1st June H. J Axtell
at ) Pou]ton Andergon K Langdale ¢ Ander§on Watson Family| W. B Denny A Winder A Suhr
S Dias Family M Conrick
9.45am W. S Rosentreter
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Feast Day: Mary Help of Christians,

Patroness of Australia 24t May
The Feast of Australia’s Patroness Our Lady Help of
Christians is celebrated on May 24t The establishment of
the feast has an interesting history, and a unique place in
the Catholic history of Australia. The feast focusses on
Mary’s help to those in need through her intercession to
confront sin and stand against anti-Christian forces.
Prayer to Mary Help of Christians, Patroness of Australia
and of the Military Ordinariate
Almighty God, deepen in our hearts
our love of Mary Help of Christians.
Through her prayers and under her protection,
may the light of Christ shine over our land.

May Australia be granted harmony, justice and peace.
Grant wisdom to our leaders and integrity to our citizens.
Bless especially the men and women
of the Australian Defence Force and their families.

We ask this through Christ Our Lord. Amen.

Mary Help of Chrlstlans pray for us.
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National Reconciliation Week
Reconciliation: A Journey Together

“Reconciliation means working together to correct the legacy of
past injustice.” ~ Nelson Mandela ~

National Reconciliation Week (27th May to 31 June) is a time
to reflect, to listen and to walk together. It reminds us that
healing begins when we face the past with honesty and look
to the future with respect and care.

This week, we remember the strength and wisdom of First
Nations peoples. We honour their stories, cultures and deep
connection to this land. Their voices matter.

Reconciliation is not just a word, it's action. It's choosing
kindness, fairness and understanding. It's speaking up when
something isn't right. It's about learning, being open to
seeing things differently and standing side by side.

There is hope in every step we take together. Hope in the
conversations we have, in the friendships we build and in the
changes we make.

Let this week inspire us all, to listen more, to learn more and
to love more deeply, because when we walk together, with
open hearts and minds, we can build a future that’s fair,
united and strong.

Now more than ever, we must keep going - together.
Dear God, help us to listen, to care and to walk together. May
we learn from each other and treat every person with

respect. Guide us toward peace and a shared journey of
hope. Amen.

https://majellan.media/hope-for-reconciliation

CAMP FOR
JTEENS -

FOR CHRISTIAN TEENS AGED 12-17

Join us for 4 days of fun, faith & friendship... Highlights
include bushwalks, bonfires, the Fairytale Ball, daily access
to the Sacraments, and presentations from Catherine and
Nathaniel Tonkin on Theology of the Body and.Christ's true
presence in the Holy Eucharist.

30 JUNE - 03 JULY

”

LIMITED SPOTS AVAILABEE, BOOK'NOW:
www.stormkingyouthtamp.org,

-

Nationwide Rosary to Our Lady Help of
Christians

Date: 24/5/25 Saturday Time: 2:00pm-4:00pm

The fourth annual Nationwide Rosary to Our Lady Help of
Christians will take place at St Patrick's Cathedral. The
Rosary is held in churches around Australia at the same
time, as the People of God unite together in prayer. The
theme for 2025 is: “Be strong and take heart, all you who
hope in the Lord.” (Psalm 31:24) Click here for details

WINTET SHELTEr 2025 \

This year St Theresa’s and St Thomas Moore’s

has committed to running the winter shelter for

every Friday over the season commencing with St

Theresa’s onJune 6. Once again, we are seeking

to assistthem in this endeavour by:

e Volunteering to complete a shift

e Baking biscuits or cakes for the guests to
appreciate (please nominate on the form at
the back of the church)

e Supplying snacks — lollies, lollypops,
chocolates etc

e Possibly cooking meals if required.

In order to volunteer, you must register. This is
done by clicking on the QR code displayed in the
foyer of the church. Once you have registered,
you will receive an e-mail from one of the
coordinators of Winter Shelter. You will then
need to download the Mylmpact app to view
options for volunteering.

Confused? More details will follow in the Bulletin

next week - watch this space! J
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