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We would like to acknowledge the Giabal and Jarowair peoples, Traditional Owners
of this land and pay our respects to their Elders past and present.

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C

First Reading

Genesis 18:1-10

A reading from the book of Genesis
Lord, do not bypass your servant.

The Lord appeared to Abraham at the
Oak of Mamre while he was sitting by
the entrance of the tent during the
hottest part of the day. He looked up,
and there he saw three men standing
near him. As soon as he saw them he
ran from the entrance of the tent to
meet them, and bowed to the ground.
‘My lord,” he said, ‘I beg you, if | find
favour with you, kindly do not pass
your servant by. A little water shall be
brought; you shall wash your feet and
lie down under the tree. Let me fetch
a little bread and you shall refresh
yourselves before going further. That
is why you have come in your
servant’s direction.” They replied, ‘Do
as you say.” Abraham hastened to the
tent to find Sarah. ‘Hurry,” he said,
‘knead three bushels of flour and
make loaves.” Then running to the
cattle Abraham took a fine and tender
calf and gave it to the servant, who
hurried to prepare it. Then taking
cream, milk and the calf he had
prepared, he laid all before them, and
they ate while he remained standing
near them under the tree. ‘Where is
your wife Sarah?’ they asked him.
‘She is in the tent,” he replied. Then
his guest said, ‘I shall visit you again
next year without fail and your wife
will then have a son.’

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 14:2-5.R.v.1

(R.) The just will live in the presence
of the Lord.

1. Lord, who shall dwell on your holy
mountain? He who walks without

Next Week’s Readings (26th/27th July 2025) -

fault; he who acts with justice and
speaks the truth from his heart; he who
does not slander with his tongue. (R.)

2. He who does no wrong to his brother,
who casts no slur on his neighbour, who
holds the godless in disdain, but
honours those who fear the Lord. (R.)

3. He who keeps his pledge, come what
may; who takes no interest on a loan
and accepts no bribes against the
innocent. Such a man will stand firm for
ever. (R.)

Second Reading

Colossians 1:24-28

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Colossians

The mystery hidden for centuries has now been
revealed to his saints.

It makes me happy to suffer for you, as
I am suffering now, and in my body to
do what | can to make up all that has
still to be undergone by Christ for the
sake of his body, the Church. | became
the servant of the Church when God
made me responsible for delivering
God’'s message to you, the message
which was a mystery hidden for
generations and centuries and has now
been revealed to his saints. It was God’s
purpose to reveal it to them and to show
all the rich glory of this mystery to
pagans. The mystery is Christ among
you, your hope of glory: this is the Christ
we proclaim, this is the wisdom in which
we thoroughly train everyone and
instruct everyone, to make them all
perfect in Christ.

Gospel Acclamation

See Luke 8:15

Alleluia, alleluia!

Happy are they who have kept the word
with a generous heart and yield a
harvest through perseverance.

Alleluia!l

Gospel

Luke 10:38-42

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Luke

Martha took up the duties in the house. Mary chose
the better part.

Jesus came to a village, and a woman
named Martha welcomed him into her
house. She had a sister called Mary, who
sat down at the Lord’s feet and listened
to him speaking. Now Martha who was
distracted with all the serving said, ‘Lord,
do you not care that my sister is leaving
me to do the serving all by myself?
Please tell her to help me.’ But the Lord
answered: ‘Martha, Martha,” he said,
‘you worry and fret about so many things,
and yet few are needed, indeed only one.
It is Mary who has chosen the better
part; it is not to be taken from her.’

‘Martha, he said, 'you worry and fret about so
many things, ... It is Mary who has chosen the
better part! Luke 10:41-42

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C

1st Reading: Genesis 18:20-32 2nd Reading: Colossians 2:12-14 Gospel: Luke 11:1-13




Parish Activities
ANAM CARA - Wednesday 9.00am in the Presbytery

BAPTISM information mornings are held on the 1st Sunday of the month.
Please phone the office if you wish to attend.

CHILDREN'’S LITURGY - 9.45am Mass (except school holidays) for
children in Prep - Yr 4.

FRIENDSHIP & CRAFT GROUP - meet every Thursday at 10:30am in the
quiet room at the church.

ECUMENISM GROUP - meet the 4th Saturday of each month at 9:45am
in the Children's Liturgy Room followed by a cuppa.

LITURGY GROUP - meet every 4th Tuesday of the month at 10.30am in
the Presbytery.

LOURDES PRAYER GROUP - meet at 10am every Tuesday in the Quiet
Room.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL - meet the 1st Monday of each month at
6.30pm in the Presbytery Meeting Room.

SOCIAL JUSTICE - meet 1st Sunday of the month at 10:45am in the quiet
room of the Church.

ST VINCENT DE PAUL - meet on the 2nd and 4th Thursday afternoons in
the auiet room at the church at 2om.

Parish Councillors

Jo Johnston, Jeni Bonell, Jessica Ramos, Emma Dever,
Melissa McLean, Julie Whittaker, Peter Castles, Georgina
Humphrys, Brandon Joseph, Clare Watson

Safeguarding Children, Young
People and Adults at risk

In Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, we commit ourselves to
ensuring the safety and well-being of children, young people
and adults at risk in our Parish community. The best interests
of the child, young person or adult at risk come first.

Our Parish takes a zero tolerance approach to all forms of
abuse. If you have any concerns about the safety of children,
young people and adults at risk please contact our Parish
Safeguarding Representatives, Sue Whitelegg or Jo and Ray
Johnston on 0437 839 838. If you believe anybody is at
immediate risk of harm you should phone 000. You are
encouraged to provide feedback on Safeguarding policies
and procedures. Toowoomba Diocese Safeguarding
Resources can be found at
https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/safeguarding-policy-
resources/
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Scriptural context

It is no accident that this story about
Martha and Mary immediately follows
the parable of the Good Samaritan. We

must remember that Jesus is portrayed
as telling that parable as clarification of
the law to love God and love neighbour.
The Samaritan provides an example of
what it means to love one’s neighbour
whilst in this story, Mary provides
an example of what it means to love
God. Together, the two stories tell us
that compassionate service to one’s
neighbour is crucial but that God does
not require service, simply love.

Sunday Reflection... © Dianne Bergant CSA

Today we see the people of God offering the hospitality rather than receiving it,
first Abraham and then Martha. What lessons of discipleship can be learned from
these readings?

First and foremost we see how important openness is, for in each case those to
whom the hospitality was offered were divine visitors in human form. We can never
be sure under what guise God will come to us. It could be the person on the street
who asks for directions, or the one who comes to our place of work to engage the
service that we provide. It may be the friend who comes to dinner or the co-worker
who acts in a way we did not expect. God comes into our lives in unexpected ways
and we must have an open attitude of hospitality if we are to receive the blessings
that might come with such visits.

We know that we cannot lay aside the responsibilities of our lives in order to sit
with Mary at the feet of Jesus. However, we cannot allow ourselves to be held
captive by these responsibilities, regardless of how legitimate they may be. And so
we continue to struggle; to carry the burdens that are ours for the sake of the
people that we serve; to serve the people in our care realising that we will probably
not be able to accomplish all of our tasks or at least as well as we would like. It is
in this way that the reign of God struggles to be born.
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Feminist critique

Feminist theologian Elizabeth Schussler
Fiorenza suggests that this story is less
about an event in the life of Jesus than
it is about events in the life of the early
Church. In the first 30 to 40 years after
the death of Jesus, women played an
equal role in leadership and ministry to
the community. However, by the time of
Luke’s gospel, men were becoming more
dominant in the community. By portraying
Jesus as admonishing Martha’s active
service and praising Mary's passive
listening role, the passage can be
interpreted as endorsing the relegation
of women to less active roles.

Thought of the week...

MEN SAY WOMEN SHOULD
COME WITH
INSTRUCTIONS...WHAT'S

Have 4ou
thoUGht?

Action vs
Reflection

This gospel is sometimes portrayed as a
dichotomy between action and reflection.
Many within the Christian tradition adopt
the Martha approach of responding to Christ
through service and action while others see
Mary sitting at the feet of Jesus as a model for
contemplation and reflection. The two different
models have developed quite distinctly in
the history of the Church and it must be said
that the Martha approach of service and
action has been in the ascendance for some
time. However, action that is not grounded in
prayerful reflection runs the risk of becoming
well-intentioned busy-ness.

THE POINT OF THAT? HAVE
YOU EVER SEEN A MAN
ACTUALLY READ THE
INSTRUCTIONS?




Please Pray For...
Recent Deaths:

Anniversaries: (18" — 24" July) Roy Bentley, Rosemary Howard, George Tanzer, Norah Ruhle, Michael James
Kruger, Jean Dwan, Joan Murphy, Maureen Chappell, Martha Curr, Maria Cronin, Dave Donovan, Bill Cronin, Paul O’Brien,
Terry Arnell, Rev Fr Joseph Portley, Rev Fr Robert Flynn, Rev Fr Brian Sparksman

Those Who Are Sick: Peter Hickey, Kathie Ober, Brian Reardon, Van Vu, Eileen Reedy, Kevin Arnott, Carmel Green,
Jasmine Fletcher, Margaret Conrick, Hazel Soriano, Tim & Olivia Zvirblis, Audrey Bentley, Yvonne Oliveiro, Gregory and Genia
Casey, Noel Lipp, Michael (Micky) Lynch, Carmel & Ron O'Brien, Lillian Roberts, Brian Thomson, Peggy Thies, John Axtell,

Noel O'Mara, Mick O'Mara, Patrick Wright

July Birthdays: Teresa Lee, Cleber Dias, Margaret Naismith, Mary Ondrus, Eloise & Jemima Khoo, Elin Thomson,
Lachlan See, Julie See, Glyn Ferguson, Sr Cecilia Bailey, Anne Mullins, Barry Coonan, Carmel O’Brien

Parish News...

Sat 19/7 o 6.30pm Mass
Sun 20/7 | o 9.45am Mass
o 10.45am 1stworkshop Sacrament of
Reconciliation
Mon 21/7 | o Bupa Visitation
Tue 22/7 | o 10am Funeral Pat MacGinley
o 10.30am Prayer Group in the Quiet Room
Wed 23/7 | o 9am Anam Cara in the Presbytery
o 6.30pm SPRED
Thu 24/7 | o 10am Mass
o 10.30 am Craft Group in the Quiet Room
o 2pm SVDP Meeting
Fri 25/7

Date Claimers:

26t/27th July - World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly
29t July - OLOL School Grandparent’s Day Celebration

3rd August - Teacher and Staff Thank You Mass 9.45am
followed by morning tea

World Day for Grandparents & the Elderly
World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly will be celebrated
on the weekend of the 26t/27t July - the Sunday closest to
the Feast of Saints Joachim and Anne, Grandparents of Jesus.
The theme chosen by the Pope for this year's celebration is:
"Blessed are those who have not lost hope" (cf. Sir 14:2).

This worldwide celebration in the Universal Church calendar is
a momentous achievement for Grandparents and the Elderly
and will hopefully reassure them that they are loved and that
they are needed.

Cakes & slices for Winter Shelter
OLOL Parish has been asked to provide cakes/slices/biscuits
each Friday night for the Winter Shelter guests. We are looking
for 3 people to deliver just one cake, slice or batch of biscuits
each to St Theresa’s and St Thomas More’s. If you can help,
please indicate on the sheet at the church entrance. If you are
unable to deliver, please contact Jo Johnston (0418 733 615)
or Jenny Ferguson at the parish office and we’ll make

OLOL Staff Thank You Mass — 3" August
The theme for Catholic Education Week this year is
Communities of Faith, Hope and Love. This theme
captures the essence of what it means to be part of a
Catholic School community. Faith ignites growth. Hope
fuels support. Love welcomes all. Together these pillars
nurture students’ spirits, empower teachers, and embrace
families, creating a vibrant learning community where
everyone thrives. At the 9.45am Mass on Sunday 3™
August the parish will acknowledge and celebrate the
dedication of all those involved in Catholic Education
within the diocese especially those members of our school
and parish community. Morning tea will follow the Mass
so please bring a plate to share if you can.

Children’s Liturgy recommences 20" July
Children’s Liturgy is held on Sunday mornings during
school terms at the 9.45am Mass and is designed for
children between Prep and Year 4. The aim is to gather
the children in a separate space to celebrate Liturgy in a
way that is more appropriate to their level of
understanding and enable the children to take a more
conscious and active part in the liturgical celebration.

Comments, Suggestions, Ideas

The Parish Pastoral Council welcomes any comments,
suggestions or ideas you may have for our Parish at any
time. Please place your ideas in the mailbox on the table
at the main entrance to the church.

OLOL 75t Anniversary in 2026

All interested parishioners are invited to form a sub-
committee to plan and celebrate the OLOL 75th
anniversary in 2026. If you'd like to help shape our 75th
year of faith and service, please contact the Parish Office
at ourladyoflourdesparish@twb.catholic.org.au or on
4634 1453.

A Prayer for Reconciliation Candidates

Holy Spirit, our strength and help, be with the children who
are preparing for the Sacrament of Reconciliation. May
they approach this sacrament with open hearts, seeking to
heal and grow in your love. Guide them to be instruments
of peace and reconciliation at school, at home and in the
community.

arrangements.
Date Altar Welcomers | Commentary Ministers of Offertory Extraordinary Ipad Piety
Servers the Word Procession Ministers Operator Stall
26t July H. S Kelly
at T Kelly paJ JJohnston | CFEr8USON | ¢ b cacties | W. J Sullivan Kelly Family [M Cushway
J Whittaker O’Sullivan R Johnston e
6.30pm W. R O’'Brien
271 July H. J Blumke
at JPoulton | ACournane |\, o\ a1 | CAnderson | ACourane |y ) sy AWinder | VBarker
S Dias R Fallon M Conrick P Town
9.45am W. R Fallon
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Weekly Spotlight on our Parish
Groups and Mass Ministries

Spiritual Development Part 1

Adoration

Our Blessed Sacrament Chapel is a dedicated space
designed for personal prayer to Jesus present in the
Blessed Sacrament.

Anam Cara

The Anam Cara group meets on a Wednesday morning and
provides an opportunity to deepen faith through a process
of spiritual reflection and conversation, based on the
Ignatian tradition. The session includes gathering, reading
a piece of scripture, meditation and sharing and listening.
Baptism Preparation Team

The Baptism Preparation Team supports parents in
understanding the commitment to Christ that Baptism
calls from us, to make them feel at ease with the church
and to discuss details of the Baptism. These meetings are
scheduled on the first Sunday of each month and are held
at the Presbytery.

Catechists for Religious Instruction in State Schools
Catechists are volunteers committed to teaching Religious
Education in State Schools using an approved curriculum.
The Ecumenical program provides resources to assist in
the preparation of a %2 hr lesson per week. The role is
shared with Catechists from other denominations and
students participating in the program have the opportunity
to attend special celebrations at churches in the Newtown
area.

Ecumenism Group

The Ecumenism Group aims to develop understanding and
closer relationships between people of different faith
traditions drawing inspiration from a variety of resources.
New members are always welcome.

Free learning opportunities to help you
We recognise that life can present challenges, and there
are times when we could all use some support. That's why
we come together to share our stories and faith here in our
parish family.

We have a list of free courses in technology, wellness,
leadership and creative design to help you volunteer. For
more details contact the parish office.

Free Training Opportunities:

* Counselling courses: TAFE fee-free courses - click here

* Technology classes and drop-in support: Provider -
Toowoomba Regional Council; click here

* Public speaking course: Provider - Alison.com: click
here

* Mental wellness: Provider - Toowoomba Regjional
Council; click here

* Leadership: Provider - Toowoomba Regional Council;
click here

Free Resources:

Volunteer training resources: Resources - Volunteering
Queensland

Free training for audio visual and graphic design: Canva
Pro for nonprofits- Canva Design School

ENEWS = UPDATE

A newsletter from the Catholic Diocese of Toowoomba for
clergy, parishes, schools, staff and the wider community.

MEET SAM CLEAR IN ST GEORGE

Date: 26/7/25 Saturday =~ Time: 11:00am-6:00pm

Where: St Pat's School Hall, Cnr Balonne & Alfred Sts St George
RSVP: Denise  McHugh at manddaway@gmail.com or
0427982254

St George Parish is excited to welcome Sam Clear as their guest
speaker for an afternoon of inspiration, connection, and deepening
faith. Sam is a dynamic communicator with a powerful story to
share, drawn from his extraordinary 19-month, 15,600 km walk
around the world for Christian unity—an incredible journey that took
him from the jungles of South America through the icy winds of
Russia and into Spain.

The day begins with a shared lunch, followed by a series of talks
and activities designed to build community and explore themes
such as Overcoming Adversity, The Need for Unity, Love in Action,
and Trust and Perseverance in the Faith. The day concludes with
Mass at 5:00pm.

Find out more at the Facebook Event Page.

NATIONAL VOCATIONS AWARENESS WEEK

Date: 3-10/8/25

National Vocations Awareness Week (NVAW) is an annual week-
long celebration dedicated to promoting vocations to the priesthood
and consecrated life and to renewing our prayers and support for
those who are discerning these states of life within the Church.
NVAW coincides with the liturgical celebrations of Australia’s first
saint, St Mary of the Cross MacKillop, and the Patron Saint of
Priests, St John Vianney.

Resources for NVAW 2025 are available here.

Further information is available at the Australian Catholic Diocesan
Vocations Directors Conference website.

ARS CANTORUM PRESENTS MASS TO MONTAGE

Date: 24/8/25 Sunday

Time: 2:00pm

Where: St Patrick's Cathedral Toowoomba

Organ recital at St Patrick's Cathedral, featuring the Little Organ
Mass by Josef Haydn and supporting works for chamber choir. A
similar performance will also be at St James Anglican Church, Cnr
Russell and Mort Streets, Toowoomba on 22/8/25 at 7:00pm.

See flyer.

MISSION AMBASSADOR TRAINING 2025

Date: 30/8/25 Sunday

Time: 9:45am-12:00pm

Where: St Patrick's Cathedral Parish Centre, Conference Room,
Neil St Tmba

RSVP: 20/8/25 to brisbane.admin@catholicmission.org.au

Do you want to know more about Catholic Mission and the impact
and presence you can make in your home parish? Come join us as
we invite you to support this life-giving work in Zambia. Morning tea
provided.

Social media tile/newsletter ad.

THE GOOD OIL 2025 WRITERS' AWARD

Entries are invited for The Good Oil 2025 Writers’ Award, an
initiative of the Sisters of the Good Samaritan in partnership with
Garratt Publishing. The award aims to support and encourage the
development of aspiring and published writers. In this Jubilee Year
in the Church, the theme of the award is "Pilgrims of Hope".

The winner of The Good Oil 2025 Writers’ Award will receive
mentoring by Garratt Publishing to support their writing goals, in
addition to monetary prizes for first, second and third place winners
and a new Encouragement Award sponsored by Garratt
Publishing. Prize-winning entries will be published in The Good Oil.
Visit the website to find out more about the award, conditions of
entry and how to enter. Entries close at 5pm AEST on Friday 29
August 2025
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