Welcome 72 OUR LADY OF LOURDES PARISH

* * 153 Holberton St, Toowoomba | p: 4634 1453
* = ® Email: ourladyoflourdesparish@twb.catholic.org.au | https:/www.ololparish.org.au 0
* Priest Director: Fr Jamie Collins | Associate Pastor: Fr BJ Perrett
Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday 9:00am - 1:00pm
Pastoral Coordinator: Jenny Ferguson - olol.pastoralcoordinator@twb.catholic.org.au
(=) i m Mass times: Saturday: 6:30pm Vigil | Sunday: 9.45am
o % IQ" .k Weekday Liturgy of The Word/Mass - Tuesday and Thursday 10am
( Q’ Primary School: e: lourdes@twb.catholic.edu.au | p: 45911200
https:/www.ololtwb.catholic.edu.au

g,
*oy OF ¥° 2
‘e would like to acknowledge the Giabal and Jarowair peoples, Traditional Owners
of this land and pay our respects to their Elders past and present.

Sunday, 17th August 2025
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C

First Reading 3. He put a new song into my mouth, | Gospel

Jeremiah 38:4-6. 8-10 praise of our God. Many shall see and | Luke 12:49-53

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah fear and shall trust in the Lord. (R.) A reading from the holy Gospel according to
You bore me to be a man of strife for the whole Luke

4. As for me, wretched and poor, the

world. ; I have come not to give peace, but discord.

The king's leading men spoke to the | -Ord thinks of me. You are my rescuer, | jesys said to his disciples: ‘| have come
king. ‘Let Jeremiah be put to death: | MY help, O God, do not delay! (R.) to bring fire to the earth, and how | wish
he is unquestionably disheartening ) it were blazing already! There is a
the remaining soldiers in the city,and | S€cond Reading baptism | must still receive, and how
all the people too, by talking like this. Hebrews 12:1-4 great is my distress till it is over! ‘Do you
The fellow does not have the welfare | Areadingfrom the letter to the Hebrews suppose that | am here to bring peace

Let us bear patiently the struggle placed upon us.
With so many witnesses in a great cloud
on every side of us, we too, then, should
throw off everything that hinders us,
especially the sin that clings so easily,
and keep running steadily in the race
we have started. Let us not lose sight of
Jesus, who leads us in our faith and
brings it to perfection: for the sake of
the joy which was still in the future, he
endured the cross, disregarding the
shamefulness of it, and from now on
has taken his place at the right of God’s
throne. Think of the way he stood such
opposition from sinners and then you
will not give up for want of courage. In
the fight against sin, you have not yet
had to keep fighting to the point of
death.

on earth? No, | tell you, but rather
division. For from now on a household of
five will be divided: three against two
and two against three; the father divided
against the son, son against father,
mother against daughter, daughter
against mother, mother-in-law against
daughter-in-law, daughter-in-law against
mother-in-law.’

of this people at heart so much as its
ruin.” ‘He is in your hands as you
know,” King Zedekiah answered ‘for
the king is powerless against you.” So
they took Jeremiah and threw him
into the well of Prince Malchiah in the
Court of the Guard, letting him down
with ropes. There was no water in the
well, only mud, and into the
mud Jeremiah sank. Ebed-melech
came out from the palace and spoke
to the king. ‘My lord king,” he said,
‘these men have done a wicked thing
by treating the prophet Jeremiah like
this: they have thrown him into the
well where he will die.” At this the king
gave Ebed-melech the Cushite the
following order: ‘Take three men with
you from here and pull the
prophet Jeremiah out of the well

before he dies.’ Gospel Acclamation

John 10:27

- Alleluia, alleluia!
Responsorial Psalm _ _
Ps 39:2-4. 18. R. v.14 My sheep listen to my voice, says the

(R.) Lord, come to my aid. Lord; | know them, and they follow me.

1. | waited, | waited for the Lord and | Alleluial
he stooped down to me; he heard my
cry. (R.)

2. He drew me from the deadly pit,
from the miry clay. He set my feet
upon a rock and made my footsteps
firm. (R.)

Next Week’s Readings (23rd/24t Aug 2025) - Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C

1st Reading: Isaiah 66:18-21 2nd Reading: Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13 Gospel: Luke 13:22-30




Parish Activities

ANAM CARA - Wednesday 9.00am in the Presbytery

BAPTISM information mornings are held on the 1st Sunday of the month.
Please phone the office if you wish to attend.

CHILDREN'’S LITURGY - 9.45am Mass (except school holidays) for
children in Prep - Yr 4.

FRIENDSHIP & CRAFT GROUP - meet every Thursday at 10:30am in the
quiet room at the church.

ECUMENISM GROUP - meet the 4th Saturday of each month at 9:45am
in the Children's Liturgy Room followed by a cuppa.

LITURGY GROUP - meet every 4th Tuesday of the month at 10.30am in
the Presbytery.

LOURDES PRAYER GROUP - meet at 10am every Tuesday in the Quiet
Room.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL - meet the 1st Monday of each month at
6.30pm in the Presbytery Meeting Room.

SOCIAL JUSTICE - meet 1st Sunday of the month at 10:45am in the quiet
room of the Church.

ST VINCENT DE PAUL - meet on the 2nd and 4th Thursday afternoons in
the auiet room at the church at 2om.

Parish Councillors

Jo Johnston, Jeni Bonell, Jessica Ramos, Emma Dever,
Melissa McLean, Julie Whittaker, Peter Castles, Georgina
Humphrys, Brandon Joseph, Clare Watson

Safeguarding Children, Young
People and Adults at risk

In Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, we commit ourselves to
ensuring the safety and well-being of children, young people
and adults at risk in our Parish community. The best interests
of the child, young person or adult at risk come first.

Our Parish takes a zero tolerance approach to all forms of
abuse. If you have any concerns about the safety of children,
young people and adults at risk please contact our Parish
Safeguarding Representatives, Sue Whitelegg or Jo and Ray
Johnston on 0437 839 838. If you believe anybody is at
immediate risk of harm you should phone 000. You are
encouraged to provide feedback on Safeguarding policies
and procedures. Toowoomba Diocese Safeguarding
Resources can be found at
https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/safeguarding-policy-
resources/

Livingsgosper

Speaking a hard message

Today's gospel reminds us that the
message of Christianity is not always
a popular one. Sometimes we are
called upon to speak a hard message;
a challenging message; a confronting

message. The message of the gospel
frequently confronts our popular culture
and accepted social practice. It often
contradicts the expedient decisions
of our political leaders. There is a
responsibility on us to speak the hard
message of the gospel even at the risk
of unpopularity and even in the face of
threat. The Christian heroes of our time
are those who call leaders to measure
up to the demands of the gospel.

Sunday Reflection... © Dianne Bergant CSA

As disciples we commit ourselves to values and principles that are not always
cherished by others. We can be misunderstood for our beliefs, even ridiculed. Our
lives may be a reproach to those who do not share our aspirations. There may be
times when we must stand in opposition to others. All of this tends to alienate us.
It could even place us at enmity with those whom we love. Yet, if we are genuinely
committed, we realise that there is also a price to pay if we are not faithful. It is
very difficult to live with ourselves when we disregard our deepest convictions and
ignore the promptings of God that we experience within ourselves. As difficult as a
life of faith may be, we know that it is the only way to live in this world.

Faced with the cost of discipleship we are brought to the realisation that, by
ourselves, we do not have the necessary resources. We need assistance. Like
Jeremiah, we might find that this aid will come from places we may have never
expected. The real support and assistance that we get is from Jesus who came to
set the world and our hearts on fire. Paul assures us that there is a vast throng
cheering us on as we run the race of discipleship. They are not merely spectators;
they have already run or are still running their own race. We are not alone in our
commitment, in our struggle. There are many witnesses, many examples for us to
follow.
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Turning point

As we've seen over the last few weeks,
chapter 12 of the gospel of Luke presents a
collection of sayings by Jesus exhorting his
followers to take up his message fearlessly
and assuring them that if they do so then
God will protect them - even in the hardest
of times. The chapter captures what must
have been a period of frustration for Jesus
in his ministry: he has been preaching
and performing miracles, yet his followers
don’t seem to understand his purpose. The
chapter has an urgency and a sharpness of
tone that reflect the frustration of Jesus at
this mid-point in the gospel.

Thought of the week...
Remember when people
had diaries and got mad

when someone read them?
Now they put everything

online and get mad
when people don't!

HiStorical
ContexT

Family ties

In the ancient world, and particularly in
Jewish culture, family meant everything.
One’s identity was completely tied up with
family. Families absolutely depended on
one another for survival and for personal
identity. Young men were identified by who
their father was. Women quite literally
‘belonged’ to their father or husband. The
entire fabric of society and tradition was
held together by extended families. For
Jesus to say that his message would tear
families apart was to say that all of society
would be transformed by the message.
The kingdom of God turns expectations
and society on their head, breathing new
life into tired, restrictive structures.




Please Pray For...
Recent Deaths:

Anniversaries: (15" — 215t Aug) Audrey Davies, John Stephen, Francis Topp, Wayne Johnstone, Kevin Roberts (Snr)

Those Who Are Sick: Robyn Fallon, Margaret Kynoch, Peter Hickey, Kathie Ober, Brian Reardon, Van Vu, Eileen Reedy,
Kevin Arnott, Carmel Green, Jasmine Fletcher, Margaret Conrick, Hazel Soriano, Tim & Olivia Zvirblis, Audrey Bentley, Yvonne
Oliveiro, Gregory and Genia Casey, Noel Lipp, Michael (Micky) Lynch, Carmel & Ron O'Brien, Lillian Roberts, Brian Thomson, Peggy

Thies, John Axtell, Noel O'Mara, Mick O'Mara, Patrick Wright

August Birthdays: Maria Morcom, Ashley Coonan, Sr Mary Cleary, Joan MacGinley, Terry McGovern, Ros Coonan,
Carlos DeSilva, Pat O’Sullivan, Abbie Jones, Simon Ferguson, Sarah Kelly

Parish News...

Sat 16/8 o 6.30pm Mass
Sun 17/8 | o 9.45am Mass followed by morning tea for
Fr BJ - NO CHILDREN”S LITURGY
Mon 18/8 | o BUPA Visitation with Anointing
Tue 19/8 | o 10am Liturgy of the Word
o 10.30am Prayer Group in the Quiet Room
Wed 20/8 | o 9am Anam Cara in the Presbytery
o 6.30pm SPRED
Thu21/8 | o 10am Mass
o 10.30 am Craft Group in the Quiet Room
Fri22/8

Date Claimers:

241 Aygust - 3rd Sacramental workshop

26t August - SPRED Mass St Theresa’s 6.30pm
30th/31st August - Social Justice Sunday

1st September - Diocesan Patronal Feast Day
1st September - Season of Creation

OLOL 75t Anniversary in 2026
All interested parishioners are invited to form a sub-committee
to plan and celebrate the OLOL 75th anniversary in 2026. If
you’d like to help shape our 75th year of faith and service,
please contact the Parish Office on 4634 1453 or email
ourladyoflourdesparish@twb.catholic.org.au

Ignite Conference Brisbane 25-28 September
Every year, Ignite Youth hosts one of Australia’s most powerful
Catholic youth conferences. Experience four days of real-world
formation, encouragement in faith, great people and powerful
worship. The Parish Pastoral Council is offering financial
assistance to any new attendees. Please contact the Parish
Office if you are interested in attending.

Altar Server Training

Altar Server training will be held on Tuesday 19t August at
3.30pm in the church for current and new Altar Servers.
Children who have received the Sacrament of First Eucharist
are eligible to serve. Children must be accompanied by an
adult and are very welcome to come over after school and we’ll
provide a quick afternoon tea. We hope you can join us.

Celebrating BJ’'s Ordination — This Sunday
The Parish Pastoral Council extends
an invitation to all parishioners to
join them for morning tea following
the 9.45am Mass this weekend to
officially acknowledge and celebrate 7%+

the Ordination of BJ. Please bring % Lo - N
a plate to share if you are able. e i P‘_)\
Laudato Si' Plan

David Tutty, Executive Officer Social Justice Commission
would like to work with parishioners on the creation of a
Laudato Si' Plan. A key part of any Laudato Si' Plan is the
deepening of an ecological spirituality to achieve real and
lasting ecological solutions and sustainability. If you are

interested, please contact David on 0428130895
or dtutty@twb.catholic.org

Flick and Tick — This Weekend

The Parish Pastoral Council is very grateful that so many of
you are currently sharing your gifts in so many ways in our
parish and in many communities and agencies. Through
our annual Flick and Tick, we hope all parishioners can find
a place to share their spiritual gifts and enrich our
community through participation. For our parish to become
more vibrant and more inclusive we all need to be
generous with the gifts bestowed upon us by our generous
God.

Please refer to the Guide to Parish Ministry for information
about any of the Ministries or groups.The online Flick and
Tick form has been issued and we encourage anyone who
is able to, to use this option. Paper copies are available at
the back of the church. Or you can scan the QR code below.
The Guide for Parish Ministry has been included as a
button on your bulletin email and there are copies
available at the back of the church.

MORNING TEA

e

St Mary of the Cross MacKillop says
“God loves generous souls.

Let us try to be the generous ones”.
(12.8.1881)

Date Altar Welcomers | Commentary Ministers of Offertory Extraordinary Ipad Piety
Servers the Word Procession Ministers Operator Stall
23rd Aug H. K Walsh
at O’Spuflli\J/an Jwilson | * Jg&”e‘j’lto” 'j/' Jg‘rf]';‘t’voany W. J Kelly G Schoorl | W Hoopert
6.30pm y W. K Ober
241 Aug H. B Denny
at K Ial-\r)]ﬁigle T O’'Mara JF;’\EAduirshon A Cournane | W. C Watson K Langdale A Suhr
9.45am Phy W. J Axtell
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Weekly Spotlight on our Parish
Groups and Mass Ministries

Social Justice

Social Justice Group

Members of the Social Justice Group attend meetings on
the 1st Sunday of the month after the 9.30am Mass. The
group supports the focus and direction of the Diocesan
Social Justice Commission and works to assist the parish
in addressing social justice issues, and in the task of
spreading the Gospel message of justice in the local
Church and wider community.

St Vincent de Paul

The St Vincent de Paul group attends meetings that
include prayer, reflection and discussion on the second
and fourth Thursdays of the month in the Quiet Room at
the Church. The Our Lady of Lourdes Conference consists
of a group of committed volunteers who live out their faith
by assisting those in need, providing them with spiritual
and financial assistance. Putyour faith into action and join
us.

Winter Shelter

Winter Shelter is a program that brings together local faith
communities to open their facilities to those without a
place to stay, providing beds, meals, a caring community
and support services. Serving the most vulnerable in our
community is a privilege and there are many ways you can
contribute:  setting up, transport, cooking, cleaning,
packing up, breakfast shift, evening shift, overnight shift.

VATICAN II

KEEPING THE WINDOWS OPEN
WEBINAR SERIES

¥ 4 oy UEE TS P :

Register here for the two remaining sessions of Vatican Il
Keeping the Windows Open and gain a greater
appreciation of the work of the Second Vatican Council and
the windows it opened for the life and mission of the
Church. Session recordings are available here or on
YouTube the Friday after the event if you miss them.

Click here for YouTube recording of Session 1
05/08/2025 Session One: Church as the People of God
Speakers: Dr Greg Brett CM, Dr Kevin Lenehan, Dr Claire
Renkin

Click here for YouTube recording of Session 2
12/08/2025 Session Two: Liturgy and Life

Speakers: Sr Jill O'Brien SGS, Dr Brian Nichols, Fiona
Dyball

19/08/2025 Session Three: Ecumenism and Interfaith
Speakers: Dr Mary Reaburn NDS, Dr Denis Stanley, Dr
Patrick Mclnerney

26/08/2025 Session Four: The Church’s Mission
Speakers: Dr Sandie Cornish, Adjunct Professor Susan
Pascoe, Dr Bruce Duncan CSsR

UPDATE

A newsletter from the Catholic Diocese of Toowoomba for
clergy, parishes, schools, staff and the wider community.

ENEWS

DV NOT IN MY CHURCH - FORGIVENESS

Date: 20/8/25 Wednesday

Time: 6:30pm

Where: Via Zoom

Cost: Free, reqgister via TryBooking

The seminar will feature the personal journey of forgiveness of a
survivor of Domestic violence

It will address:

*  What forgiveness IS and what itis NOT

Recognising that forgiveness can be contentious
Forgiveness of self

Forgiveness when someone does not show contrition
Pressure on people to forgive - Godly guilt

How forgiveness can lead to a deepening of faith
Flyer as a PDF and flyer as a JPG

PILGRIM WALK IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF ST MARY MACKILLOP
Date: 30/8/25 Saturday  Time: 9:30am

Where: St Joseph's Church, Helidon

RSVP via TryBooking or call the Cathedral Office PH 07 46371500
As part of the 2025 Jubilee Year, the diocese will celebrate the
Solemnity of Saint Mary of the Cross MacKillop with a special Mass
and pilgrimage in her honour. Bishop Ken Howell will preside at
Mass, which will be followed by a pilgrimage in Saint Mary
MacKillop's honour, remembering her tireless work in rural areas.
The Pilgrimage will be a 1.5km walk through Helidon returning to St
Joseph's Church. A BYO lunch will follow, tea and coffee provided.
Social Media Tile/Newsletter Ad  Flyer/Poster

ALPHA CATHOLIC CONFERENCE: THE WAY OF HOPE

Date: 31/10-1/11/25

Where: Liverpool Catholic Club, Sydney

The national Alpha Catholic Conference seeks to encourage and
equip clergy and the lay faithful to respond to the 'Great
Commission' to "Go and make disciples of all nations" (Matthew
28:19), given by Jesus Christ to all the baptised. Whether you're
experienced in Alpha, curious about Alpha, or simply have a desire
to see your parish come alive, The Way of Hope is for you!

To find out more, including pricing (early bird pricing until 15/9/25),
visit Humanitix.

PARISH SECRETARY - ST THOMAS MORE'S PARISH TMBA
Join Our Parish Team as a Secretary for a 12-month maternity
leave contract. This is a part-time position, working 15 hours per
week. For a position description, please contact our office
stthomasmoresparish@twb.catholic.org

Applications close at the close of business 14/9/25.

DIOCESAN FEAST DAY MASS

Date: 1/9/25 Monday  Time: 10:00am

Where: St Patrick's Cathedral, Toowoomba

Bishop Ken Howell will be celebrating Mass at St Patrick's Cathedral
to mark the occasion of our diocese's feast day. All are warmly
welcome to attend.

Social Media Tile/Newsletter Ad

CATHEDRAL FLORAL DISPLAY - CARNIVAL OF FLOWERS
Date: 19-23/9/25 Time: 9:00am-5:00pm

Where: St Patrick's Cathedral, Toowoomba

Entry: Gold coin donation

Be sure to visit St Patrick’s Cathedral this Carnival of Flowers and
be transported by a spectacular floral showcase brought to life by
parish, school, and community groups. Every corner of this
magnificent building will be transformed with creative floral
arrangements that weave colour, fragrance, and artistry throughout
the sacred space. This year's theme, “What brings us hope?”,
invites visitors to reflect as they wander among the inspired
displays. Don’t miss this uplifting experience where floral artistry
and spiritual inspiration meet.

Social Media Tile/Newsletter Ad  Flyer/Poster
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