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We would like to acknowledge the Giabal and Jarowair peoples, Traditional Owners

of this land and pay our respects to their Elders past and present.

Sunday, 13th July 2025

First Reading

Deuteronomy 30:10-14

A reading from the book of Deuteronomy
Let the instruction of the Lord God be near you.

Moses said to the people: ‘Obey the
voice of the Lord your God, keeping
those commandments and laws of his
that are written in the Book of this
Law, and you shall return to the Lord
your God with all your heart and soul.
‘For this Law that | enjoin on you today
is not beyond your strength or beyond
your reach. It is not in heaven, so that
you need to wonder, “Who will go up
to heaven for us and bring it down to
us, so that we may hear it and keep
it?” Nor is it beyond the seas, so that
you need to wonder, “Who will cross
the seas for us and bring it back to us,
so that we may hear it and keep it?”
No, the Word is very near to you, it is
in your mouth and in your heart for
your observance.’

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 68:14. 17. 30-31. 33-34. 36-37. R. see
v.33

(R.) Turn to the Lord in your need, and
you will live.

1. This is my prayer to you, my prayer
for your favour. In your great love,
answer me, O God, with your help that
never fails: Lord, answer, for your love
is kind; in your compassion, turn
towards me.(R.)

2. As for me in my poverty and pain let
your help, O God, lift me up. | will
praise God’s name with a song; | will
glorify him with thanksgiving. (R.)

3. The poor when they see it will be
glad and God-seeking hearts will
revive; for the Lord listens to the
needy and does not spurn his

Sea Sunday - Year C

servants in their chains. (R.)

4. For God will bring help to Zion and
rebuild the cities of Judah. The sons of
his servants shall inherit it; those who
love his name shall dwell there. (R.)

Second Reading

Colossians 1:15-20

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Colossians

All things were created through him and for him.

Christ Jesus is the image of the unseen
God and the first-born of all creation, for
in him were created all things in heaven
and on earth: everything visible and
everything invisible, Thrones,
Dominations, Sovereignties, Powers -
all things were created through him and
for him. Before anything was created,
he existed, and he holds all things in
unity. Now the Church is his body, he is
its head. As he is the Beginning, he was
first to be born from the dead, so that
he should be first in every way; because
God wanted all perfection to be found in
him and all things to be reconciled
through him and for him, everything in
heaven and everything on earth, when
he made peace by his death on the
Cross.

Gospel Acclamation

See John 6:63. 68

Alleluia, alleluia!

Your words, Lord, are spirit and life; you
have the words of everlasting life.
Alleluia!

Gospel

Luke 10:25-37

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Luke.

Who is my neighbour?

There was a lawyer who, to disconcert
Jesus, stood up and said to him,

‘Master, what must | do to inherit eternal
life?’” He said to him, ‘What is written in
the Law? What do you read there?’ He
replied, ‘You must love the Lord your God
with all your heart, with all your soul, with
all your strength, and with all your mind,
and your neighbour as yourself.” ‘You
have answered right,” said Jesus, ‘do this
and life is yours.” But the man was
anxious to justify himself and said to
Jesus, ‘And who is my neighbour?’ Jesus
replied, ‘A man was once on his way
down from Jerusalem to Jericho and fell
into the hands of brigands; they took all
he had, beat him and then made off,
leaving him half dead. Now a priest
happened to be travelling down the
same road, but when he saw the man,
he passed by on the other side. In the
same way a Levite who came to the
place saw him, and passed by on the
other side. But a Samaritan traveller who
came upon him was moved with
compassion when he saw him. He went
up and bandaged his wounds, pouring
oil and wine on them. He then lifted him
on to his own mount, carried him to the
inn and looked after him. Next day, he
took out two denarii and handed them to
the innkeeper. “Look after him,” he said,
“and on my way back | will make good
any extra expense you have.” Which of
these three, do you think, proved himself
a neighbour to the man who fell into the
brigands’ hands?’ ‘The one who took pity
on him,” he replied. Jesus said to him,
‘Go and do the same yourself ’

But a Samaritan traveller who

came upon him was moved with
compassion when he saw him.
He went up and bandaged his
wounds, pouring oil and wine &
on them.
Luke:33.34

Next Week’s Readings (19th/20t July 2025) - Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C

1st Reading: Genesis 18:1-10 2nd Reading: Colossians 1:24-28 Gospel: Luke 10:38-42




Parish Activities
ANAM CARA - Wednesday 9.00am in the Presbytery

BAPTISM information mornings are held on the 1st Sunday of the month.
Please phone the office if you wish to attend.

CHILDREN'’S LITURGY - 9.45am Mass (except school holidays) for
children in Prep - Yr 4.

FRIENDSHIP & CRAFT GROUP - meet every Thursday at 10:30am in the
quiet room at the church.

ECUMENISM GROUP - meet the 4th Saturday of each month at 9:45am
in the Children's Liturgy Room followed by a cuppa.

LITURGY GROUP - meet every 4th Tuesday of the month at 10.30am in
the Presbytery.

LOURDES PRAYER GROUP - meet at 10am every Tuesday in the Quiet
Room.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL - meet the 1st Monday of each month at
6.30pm in the Presbytery Meeting Room.

SOCIAL JUSTICE - meet 1st Sunday of the month at 10:45am in the quiet
room of the Church.

ST VINCENT DE PAUL - meet on the 2nd and 4th Thursday afternoons in
the auiet room at the church at 2om.

Parish Councillors

Jo Johnston, Jeni Bonell, Jessica Ramos, Emma Dever,
Melissa McLean, Julie Whittaker, Peter Castles, Georgina
Humphrys, Brandon Joseph, Clare Watson

Safeguarding Children, Young
People and Adults at risk

In Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, we commit ourselves to
ensuring the safety and well-being of children, young people
and adults at risk in our Parish community. The best interests
of the child, young person or adult at risk come first.

Our Parish takes a zero tolerance approach to all forms of
abuse. If you have any concerns about the safety of children,
young people and adults at risk please contact our Parish
Safeguarding Representatives, Sue Whitelegg or Jo and Ray
Johnston on 0437 839 838. If you believe anybody is at
immediate risk of harm you should phone 000. You are
encouraged to provide feedback on Safeguarding policies
and procedures. Toowoomba Diocese Safeguarding
Resources can be found at
https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/safeguarding-policy-
resources/
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Priests and Levites

The priest and Levite get a pretty bad wrap
out of this story. Yet, their behaviour would
have been unremarkable to the original

audience. In Jewish culture, to touch
blood made a person ritually unclean and
unable to participate in religious rites.
Both characters in the story were heading
towards Jerusalem - towards the Temple -
to carry out their religious duties. To touch
the bloodied man would have meant that
they were unable to perform their duties.
The audience would have expected nothing
different from these two men. Their ‘crime’
was to place duty before compassion and
the needs of another.

Sunday Reflection... © Dianne Bergant CSA

It was not enough to want to follow Jesus and to be committed to him. Discipleship
also demanded the ability to make shifts in understanding in order to recognise
what following Jesus required. He did not merely repeat the religious tradition, he
re-interpreted it. We too are called to understand the words and deeds of Jesus,
but we must understand what they mean for us today. Today we need to make
comparable shifts of understanding in order to bring the message of Jesus into
conversation with the contemporary world.

Perhaps one of the most exciting and, at the same time, unnerving aspects of our
religious tradition is its nonconforming nature. We think that we finally understand
the way God is working in our lives and then something happens that seems to
turn our understanding inside out. We are told to love our neighbour and when we
ask who that might be we are told a story that turns the question around. ‘Who is
my neighbour?’ or ‘Whom should | love?’ becomes ‘Who acts as a neighbour?’ or
‘Who shows love?’

The same Sunday that we reflect on the paradoxical nature of the ways of God, we
are told that the law of God, which appears to be so lofty, is really very close to us,
in our mouths and in our hearts. This too is an unusual claim. Following the law
results in a way of living that is inspired and informed by love, love of God and love
of others, even, and perhaps especially, those whom we are not inclined to love.

Scripeural
CONEEHT]

The ‘Rule of Three’

Jesus was a good storyteller. He used
a lot of the ‘tricks of the trade’ of good
storytellers. Using a rule of three remains
a common device to help storytellers
remember the story. (Think of the number
of times fairy tales use this device.) In
the rule of three, the third repetition of
an event or action always holds the key.
Jesus used this device to great effect
in his parables because he invariably
broke the rule! He used the rule to lull
his audience into a predictable story
and then turned things upside down by
having the unexpected occur.

Thought of the week...

Have 40U
thoUght?

Contemporary
context

Being such a famous parable, it is common
to see this story retold and acted out in
‘modern’ contexts. However, such attempts
invariably lead to a literal retelling of the story
and an overemphasis and reinforcement of
social prejudices. Who gets cast in the role
of the Samaritan? A member of the most
socially outcast and hated group in society!
Jesus’ choice of the Samaritan as the hero
was not to highlight the animosity between
Jews and Samaritans, but rather to
confound the expectations and prejudices
of his audience. Let's understand the story
in its intended setting before we change it!

Good Samaritan Ambulance Service




Please Pray For...
Recent Deaths: Pauline Town, Pat MacGinley

Anniversaries: (11t — 17" July) Ray Clark, James Murphy, Percy Thompson, August Curin, Estelle & George (Dan)
Turnbull, Max Moran, Alex Walsh, Sid Hayden, James Cronin, Cecil Hogan, Noleen Dann, Giovanna Frattin, Youland Dawn

O’Neil, Rev Fr Patrick Campbell, Rev Fr Neville Grundy

Those Who Are Sick: Peter Hickey, Kathie Ober, Brian Reardon, Van Vu, Eileen Reedy, Kevin Arnott, Carmel Green,
Jasmine Fletcher, Margaret Conrick, Hazel Soriano, Tim & Olivia Zvirblis, Audrey Bentley, Yvonne Oliveiro, Gregory and Genia
Casey, Noel Lipp, Michael (Micky) Lynch, Carmel & Ron O'Brien, Lillian Roberts, Brian Thomson, Peggy Thies, John Axtell,

Noel O'Mara, Mick O'Mara, Patrick Wright

July Birthdays: Teresa Lee, Cleber Dias, Margaret Naismith, Mary Ondrus, Eloise & Jemima Khoo, Elin Thomson,
Lachlan See, Julie See, Glyn Ferguson, Sr Cecilia Bailey, Anne Mullins, Barry Coonan, Carmel O’Brien

Parish News...

Sat 12/7 o SEA Sunday

o 6.30pm Mass
Sun 13/7 | o 9.45am Mass

o Baptism Atli James Smith
Mon 14/7 | o Parish Council Meeting 6.30pm Presbytery
Tue 15/7 | o 10am Liturgy of the Word

o 10.30am Prayer Group in the Quiet Room
Wed 16/7 | o 9am Anam Cara in the Presbytery
Thu 17/7 | o 10am Mass

o 10.30 am Craft & Friendship in the Quiet

Room

o 5.30pm Holy Hour Praying for Vocations

Fri 18/7

Date Claimers:

20t July - 1st Workshop Sacrament of Reconciliation
26th/27th July - World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly
29t July - OLOL School Grandparent’s Day Celebration

3rd August - Teacher and Staff Thank You Mass 9.45am
followed by morning tea

World Day for Grandparents & the Elderly
World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly will be celebrated
on the weekend of the 26t/27t July - the Sunday closest to
the Feast of Saints Joachim and Anne, Grandparents of Jesus.
The theme chosen by the Pope for this year's celebration is:
"Blessed are those who have not lost hope" (cf. Sir 14:2).
This worldwide celebration in the Universal Church calendar is
a momentous achievement for Grandparents and the Elderly
and will hopefully reassure them that they are loved and that
they are needed.

OLOL Staff Thank You Mass — 39 August

You are invited to help recognise and celebrate the dedication
of all those involved in Education within the diocese especially
those members of our school and parish community. A special
Staff Thank You Mass will be held on Sunday 2nd August at
9.45am. Please bring a plate for morning tea following Mass.

Sea Sunday 2025

Sea Sunday is the day set by many Christian Churches to
remember, celebrate, pray for seafarers and their families
and give thanks for their lives and work. It is officially held
on Sunday, 13 July, 2025. Seafarers work tirelessly in the
high seas throughout the year bringing us more than ninety
percent of the goods we need. In the Catholic Church, Sea
Sunday is supported by Stella Maris around the
world. Stella Maris centres support seafarers’ welfare and
provide pastoral care and hospitality. Parishioners have
the opportunity to support this Catholic ministry through
the Sea Sunday appeal. To donate online, please click here
or scan the QR code below.

STELLA MARIS

SUPPORTING SEAFARERS AND FISH
AROUND THE WORLD

Prayer for Seafarers

Mary, Star of the Sea, light of every ocean,

guide seafarers across all dark and stormy seas

that they may reach the haven of peace and light
prepared in Him who calmed the sea.

As we set forth upon the oceans of the world

and cross the deserts of our time, show us, O Mary,
the fruit of your womb, for without your Son we are lost.
Pray that we will never fail on life’s journey,

that in heart and mind, work and deed,

in days of turmoil and in days of calm,

we will always look to Christ and say,

“Who is this that even wind and sea obey him?”

Our Lady of Peace, pray for us!

Bright Star of the Sea, guide us!

Our Lady, Star of the Sea, pray for seafarers, pray for us.
Pope John Paul

Comments, Suggestions, Ideas

The Parish Pastoral Council welcomes any comments,
suggestions or ideas you may have for our Parish. Please
place your ideas in the mailbox on the table at the main
entrance to the church.

Date Altar Welcomers | Commentary Ministers of Offertory Extraordinary Ipad Piety
Servers the Word Procession Ministers Operator Stall
19t July S Joseph H. G Ferguson
at E&LWard | D&N Clark P Kelly L Bor Zr M & JWells | W. D Clark M Cushway D Clark
6.30pm & W. R Johnston
20t July H. Cleber Dias
at J Poulton Ar;g:islon J Anderson BJTrAeXr:zI:r Poulton Family | W. P Murphy T Ryan C & S Dias
9.45am y y W. S Rosentreter



https://stellamarisaustralia.org/sea-sunday-appeal/
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Weekly Spotlight on our Parish
Groups and Mass Ministries

Family Engagement Part 2

Hospitality Minister

These people recognise and greet by name the people in
the church - building a warm and welcoming community
that recognises and welcomes visitors and newcomers.
Maintenance Team

This team identifies and organises maintenance and
repairs in the Parish. They coordinate working bees when
necessary and liaise with external trades people to
undertake bigger projects.

Social Events Group

The aim of this group is to provide opportunities for
parishioners to get to know other members of the Parish
and foster community spirit. The group co-ordinates
various parish social events and get-togethers throughout
the year.

Transport to Mass

These people provide transport to Mass and other parish
events for the frail and elderly who would otherwise not be
able to attend.

Young Children Morning Tea Group

This group provides carers of young children the
opportunity to come together to share experiences and
ideas over a relaxing cuppa and for the children to
participate in activities including craft, playdough, music
and stories.

Youth Ministry

This role is to facilitate opportunities for young people to
nurture their personal relationship with God and be
supported and enabled to participate in parish life.

Holy Hour Thursday 17t July

Adoration from 5.30pm (Confession available).

Vespers from 6.10pm and Benediction at 6.30pm
Praying for Vocations and socialising with the seminarians.
Supper to follow.

Funeral for Marie Logan

The funeral for Marie Logan will be held at Sts James and
John Catholic Church, 11 Meara Place, Clifton on Monday
14th July at 11.30am.

ENEWS = UPDATE

A newsletter from the Catholic Diocese of Toowoomba for
clergy, parishes, schools, staff and the wider community.

SEMINAR: DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, NOT IN MY CHURCH -
SPIRITUAL ABUSE

Date: 16/7/25 Wednesday  Time: 5:00pm

Where: Via Zoom, reqister

TryBooking or email admin@qct.org.au

Cost: Free

The Joint Churches Domestic Violence Prevention Project
(JCDVPP) will be presenting an online seminar on Spiritual
Abuse. This is the second seminar on Spiritual Abuse and will
concentrate on how Churches can be complicit, sometimes
inadvertently, in Spiritual Abuse. It will also look at how Churches
can be part of the solution. Flyer as a PDF or flyer as a JPG

ACSL WEBINAR: TRAUMA AWARE APPROACHES TO
EDUCATION

Date: 18/7/25 Friday

Time: 11:00am-12:00pm

Cost: ACSL Subscribers: $32.50, Non-Subscribers: $65.00
Register via ACSL portal

The prevalence of children and young people who have lived
through the harm of complex trauma is worrying and growing, and
many of these young Australians are sitting in classrooms and other
learning environments across our country. As a follow-up to her
previous presentation for Australian Catholic Safeguarding Ltd
(ACSL) in 2024, Dr Judith Howard will share practical strategies
and approaches that are recommended to support trauma-
impacted students, and will explain why these are recommended
from a neuroscience and trauma-aware perspective.

The previous presentation was recorded and can be viewed free of
charge through the ACSL portal.

MEET SAM CLEAR IN ST GEORGE

Date: 26/7/25 Saturday  Time: 11:00am-6:00pm

Where: St Pat's School Hall, Cnr Balonne & Alfred Sts St George
RSVP: Denise McHugh at manddaway@gmail.com or
0427982254

St George Parish is excited to welcome Sam Clear as their guest
speaker for an afternoon of inspiration, connection, and
deepening faith. Sam is a dynamic communicator with a powerful
story to share, drawn from his extraordinary 19-month, 15,600 km
walk around the world for Christian unity—an incredible journey
that took him from the jungles of South America through the icy
winds of Russia and into Spain.

The day begins with a shared lunch, followed by a series of talks
and activities designed to build community and explore themes
such as Overcoming Adversity, The Need for Unity, Love in
Action, and Trust and Perseverance in the Faith. The day
concludes with Mass at 5:00pm.

Find out more at the Facebook Event Page.

We need cakes & slices for Winter Shelter

Are you able to bake for our Winter Shelter guests? If so,
please indicate on the form at the entrance to the
church. We are looking for 3 people for each Friday night
during the winter months. Baking can be delivered to St
Theresa’s and St Thomas More’s on the required date. If
you are unable to make the delivery, please contact Jo
Johnston (0418 733 615) or Jenny Ferguson at the parish
office and we will try to make some arrangements for you.

Winter

TOOWOOMBA - ‘ Tﬁﬂwnnmha
Winter Shelter Toowoomba ‘ ChU[ChES
' Care

Everyone deserves a
warm place to sleep.

NATIONAL VOCATIONS AWARENESS WEEK

Date: 3-10/8/25

National Vocations Awareness Week (NVAW) is an annual week-
long celebration dedicated to promoting vocations to the priesthood
and consecrated life and to renewing our prayers and support for
those who are discerning these states of life within the Church.
NVAW coincides with the liturgical celebrations of Australia’s first
saint, St Mary of the Cross MacKillop, and the Patron Saint of
Priests, St John Vianney.

Resources for NVAW 2025 are available here.

Further information is available at the Australian Catholic Diocesan
Vocations Directors Conference website.

CARITAS AUSTRALIA APPEALS: SUPPORTING
VULNERABLE COMMUNITIES IN AFRICA

Please donate to Caritas Australia’s Africa Crisis Appeal.
You can donate online www.caritas.org.au/africa or

phone 1800 024 413
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