
 

   

   

 

 

 

 

                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Reading 
Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

The glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 

and all people shall see it. 

‘Console my people, console them’ 

says your God.  ‘Speak to the heart 

of Jerusalem and call to her that her 

time of service is ended, that her sin 

is atoned for, that she has received 

from the hand of the Lord double 

punishment for all her crimes.’ 

A voice cries, ‘Prepare in the 

wilderness a way for the Lord. Make 

a straight highway for our God 

across the desert. Let every valley 

be filled in, every mountain and hill 

be laid low, let every cliff become a 

plain, and the ridges a valley; then 

the glory of the Lord shall be 

revealed and all mankind shall see 

it; for the mouth of the Lord has 

spoken.’  

Go up on a high mountain, joyful 

messenger to Zion. Shout with a 

loud voice, joyful messenger to 

Jerusalem. Shout without fear, say 

to the towns of Judah, ‘Here is your 

God.’ 

Here is the Lord coming with power, 

his arm subduing all things to him.  

The prize of his victory is with him, 

his trophies all go before him. He is 

like a shepherd feeding his flock, 

gathering lambs in his arms, holding 

them against his breast and leading 

to their rest the mother ewes. 

 

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 103:1-2. 3-4. 24-25. 27-30. R. v.1 

(R).  Oh, bless the Lord, my soul! 

 

and to purify a people so that it could 

be his very own and would have no 

ambition except to do good. 

When the kindness and love of God our 

saviour for mankind were revealed, it 

was not because he was concerned 

with any righteous actions we might 

have done ourselves; it was for no 

reason except his own compassion that 

he saved us, by means of the cleansing 

water of rebirth and by renewing us 

with the Holy Spirit which he has so 

generously poured over us through 

Jesus Christ our saviour. He did this so 

that we should be justified by his grace, 

to become heirs looking forward to 

inheriting eternal life. 

 

Gospel 
Luke 3:15-16. 21-22 
A Reading from the holy Gospel 

according to Luke. 
When Jesus had been baptised and had been 

praying, the heavens were opened and the Holy 

Spirit came upon him. 

A feeling of expectancy had grown 

among the people, who were beginning 

to think that John might be the Christ, 

so John declared before them all, ‘I 

baptise you with water, but someone is 

coming, someone who is more 

powerful than I am, and I am not fit to 

undo the strap of his sandals; he will 

baptise you with the Holy Spirit and 

fire.’ 

Now when all the people had been 

baptised and while Jesus after his own 

baptism was at prayer, heaven opened 

and the Holy Spirit descended on him 

in bodily shape, like a dove. And a voice 

came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, 

the Beloved; my favour rests on you.’ 

 

 

 

1. Lord God, how great you are, 

clothed in majesty and glory, 

wrapped in light as in a robe! 

You stretch out the heavens like a tent. (R.) 
 

2.   Above the rains you build your dwelling. 

You make the clouds your chariot, 

you walk on the wings of the wind, 

you make the winds your messengers 

and flashing fire your servants. (R) 
 

3.   How many are your works, O Lord! 

In wisdom you have made them all. 

The earth is full of your riches. 

There is the sea, vast and wide, 

with its moving swarms past counting, 

living things great and small. (R) 
 

4.   All of these look to you to give them 

their food in due season.   

You give it, they gather it up:   

you open your hand, they have their fill. (R.) 
 

5. You take back your spirit, they die, 

returning to the dust from which they 

came.   

You send forth your spirit, they are created; 

and you renew the face of the earth. (R.) 

 

Second Reading  
Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to Titus 

HE saved us through the water of rebirth and 

renewal in the Holy Spirit. 

God’s grace has been revealed, and it has 

made salvation possible for the whole 

human race and taught us that what we 

have to do is to give up everything that 

does not lead to God, and all our worldly 

ambitions; we must be self-restrained and 

live good and religious lives here in this 

present world, while we are waiting in hope 

for the blessing which will come with the 

Appearing of the glory of our great God and 

saviour Christ Jesus. He sacrificed himself 

in order to set us free from all wickedness 

 
 

Sunday, 12th January 2025 

The Baptism of The Lord – Year C 

 

Next Week’s Readings (18th/19th January 2025) –Second Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year C 
1st Reading: Isaiah 62:1-5   2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:4-11.   Gospel: John 2:1-11 

https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cluk#luk003
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Ctit#tit002


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Sunday Reflection...          © Fr Michael Tate   
 

Jesus’ Baptism is Ours 

What did it mean for Jesus to come up out of the waters of the Jordan to experience 

the special presence of the Holy Spirit as though it were a dove, gently hovering over 

him? As a Jew, he would have been reminded both of the Divine Wind hovering over 

the void-become-creation, and of the dove bearing an olive twig as God restored 

humanity’s life on earth after the Flood. The Holy Spirit was empowering Him for a re-

creative role on behalf of humanity. 

His second experience was to sense God’s delight and joy sounding, reverberating 

through every fibre of his body, every reach of his soul: ‘You are my beloved Son, my 

favour rests on you.’ 

Any baby, any adolescent, any adult who is baptised shares in these wonderful 

experiences. The dynamic power of the Holy Spirit hovers over the person as a gentle 

presence, preparing the one baptised for a mission on behalf of humanity. And every 

baptised person senses, below the range of hearing, the echo of the same marvellous 

words: “You are my beloved son or daughter, my favour rests on you.” 

Is it any wonder that Our Lord adopted this water rite to incorporate his followers into 

such wonderful experiences as a power-full impetus to fulfil their mission to cooperate 

in God’s saving plan for humanity? 

We could take a moment to pray in gratitude for the parent/s or other person/s who 

brought us into this tradition stretching over almost two millennia. May they be filled 

with all that flows from their being beloved sons and daughters of God. 

 

  

Parish Activities 
 

ANAM CARA – Wednesday 9.00am in the Presbytery 
 

BAPTISM information mornings are held on the 1st Sunday of the month.  

Please phone the office if you wish to attend. 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY - 9.30AM Mass (except school holidays) for 

children in Prep - Yr 4. 
 

FRIENDSHIP & CRAFT GROUP - meet every Thursday at 10:30am in the 

quiet room at the church. 
 

ECUMENISM GROUP - meet the 4th Saturday of each month at 9:30am 

in the Children's Liturgy Room followed by a cuppa. 
 

LITURGY GROUP - meet every 4th Tuesday of the month at 10.30am in 

the Presbytery. 
 

LOURDES PRAYER GROUP - meet after the 10am Mass every Tuesday. 
 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL – meet the 1st Monday of each month at 

6.30pm in the Quiet Room. 
 

SOCIAL JUSTICE - meet 1st Sunday of the month at 10:30am in the quiet 

room of the Church. 
 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL - meet on the 2nd and 4th Thursday afternoons in 

the quiet room at the church at 2pm. 
 

 

 

 

 

Parish Councillors 
Jo Johnston, Ray Johnston, Bernadette Witham, Emma Dever, 

Melissa McLean, Julie Whittaker, Peter Castles, Georgina 

Humphrys, Brandon Joesph, Clare Watson 
 

Safeguarding Children, Young 
People and Adults at risk 
In Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, we commit ourselves to 

ensuring the safety and well-being of children, young people 

and adults at risk in our Parish community. The best interests 

of the child, young person or adult at risk come first.  

Our Parish takes a zero tolerance approach to all forms of 

abuse. If you have any concerns about the safety of children, 

young people and adults at risk please contact our Parish 

Safeguarding Representatives, Sue Whitelegg or Jo and Ray 

Johnston on 0437 839 838.  If you believe anybody is at 

immediate risk of harm you should phone 000. You are 

encouraged to provide feedback on Safeguarding policies 

and procedures.   Toowoomba Diocese Safeguarding  
 

Resources can be found at 

https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/safeguarding-policy-

resources/ 

© Dianne Bergant CSA 

© Dianne Bergant CSA 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

   

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Time Altar 

Servers 

Welcomers Commentary Ministers of 

the Word 

Offertory 

Procession 

Extraordinary 

Ministers 

I pad 

Operator 

Piety  

Stall 

18th Jan 

at 

6pm 

T Kelly 

L Ward 
N & D Clark L Borger 

N Doyle 

S Kelly 
M & M Quinn 

H. J Kelly 

W. S Kelly 

W. K Walsh 

Soriano 

Family 
J Wells 

19th Jan 

at 

9.30am 

J Poulton 

E Young 

A Suhr 

A Cournane 
T Ryan 

M Conrick 

J Bonell 

P Town 

R Fallon 

H. A Cournane 

W. C Watson 

W. M McLean 

K Kruger R Coonan 

19th Jan 

at 

5.30pm 
 

K Langdale 

S Whitelegg 
V O’Connell 

M Morcom 

J Adriano 

K Langdale 

A Bishop 

H. J Axtell 

W. J Salty 

W. R Johnston 

D Stark  M Stark 

Parish News... 
 

Sat 11/1 o No Individual Reconciliation 

o 6pm Mass  

Sun 12/1 o 9.30am Mass 

o 5.30pm Mass  

Mon 13/1  

Tue 14/1 o Liturgy of the Word 10am 

o 10.30am Prayer Group in the Quiet Room 

Wed 15/1 o 9am Anam Cara in the Presbytery 

o Funeral Beverly Brown 10am 

Thu16/1 o Liturgy of the Word 10am 

o Craft Group 10.30am in the Quiet Room 

Fri 17/1   
 

 

 

Craft Group having a break 
The craft group are having a break and will resume on 

Thursday 16th January 2025. 
 

Date Claimers 
o 26th Jan Australia Day – Morning Tea following the 

9.30am Mass 
o 8th/9th Feb – Feast Day Volunteer BBQ’s and Morning 

Tea 
o 23rd Feb – Workshop 1 Sacraments of Confirmation 

and Communion  
 

A message from Fr Quinlan 
Greetings Friends.  Just thought I would let you know that I 

am alive if not entirely well.  Cause of my drama at 6PM 

Mass seems to have to do with blood pressure and Doctors 

are not available at present.  Am okay wandering around but 

don’t want to provide an encore!!  Hope to be back on deck 

in the near future.   

Sincere thanks to all who assisted me and helped finish 

Mass and to all who have offered blessings and good 

wishes. 

Please Pray For...   
 

Recent Deaths:   
 

Anniversaries: Mary Keenan, Cardinal George Pell, Dorothy Hogan, Simon Davidson, Kevin Ezzy, Norah Dooley, 

Carmel Burns, Rev Fr William Hall.   

Those Who Are Sick: Kathie Ober, Brian Reardon, Jan Sullivan, Van Vu, Eileen Reedy, Kevin Arnott, Carmel Green, 

Jasmine Fletcher, Margaret Conrick, Hazel Soriano, Tim & Olivia Zvirblis, Audrey Bentley, Yvonne Oliveiro, Gregory and 

Genia Casey, Noel Lipp, Michael (Micky) Lynch, Carmel & Ron O'Brien, Lillian Roberts, Brian Thomson, Peggy Thies, John 

Axtell, Noel O'Mara, Mick O'Mara, Patrick Wright  
 

January Birthdays: Faye Kroh, Desley O’Connell, Margaret White, Russell Campbell, Pee Wee Clark, Chloe Soriano, 

Molly Ferguson, Karlie Ward, Lily Ward, Jo Johnston. 

Becoming involved  
The changes to our Parish, effective from the 15th/16th 

February, provide each of us with an opportunity to ask 

how we can become involved and best contribute to our 

vibrant parish community.  A great deal of shared wisdom 

and energy has gone into the preparation for these 

changes.  You are asked to respond with an equal amount 

of enthusiasm and look for ways you can find joy in serving 

our parish community.  If you would like to find out more 

about any ministry or group and how you can become 

involved, please speak to any one of the Parish Councillors 

or contact the Parish Office on 4634 1453 or 

olol.parish@bigpond.com.  
 

 
 

Mass Ministry under the new Mass times 
If you are currently on Mass Ministry rosters for the 6pm 

or 9.30am Masses, you will be included on the rosters for 

the same ministries at the revised Mass times.  Please 

advise the Parish Office, by Friday 17th January, if you 

intend to change your Mass time or Ministries under the 

new arrangements.  We invite our 5.30pm Mass 

community to advise their preferred new Mass time so 

that you too, can be included on Mass Ministry rosters.   

Please contact the Parish Office on 4634 1453 or 

olol.parish@bigpond.com  if you have any queries. 

 
 

Individually I can do something, together we can do so 

much more 

mailto:olol.parish@bigpond.com


 
https://www.graphicproducts.
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NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AT CATHOICCARE 
Bishop Ken Howell has announced the appointment of Ms Dianne 
Swan as the new Executive Director of CatholicCare Social 
Services. She replaces Mrs Kate Venables, who served as 
Executive Director for 10 years. Ms Swan will officially assume her 
role on Thursday, 9 January 2025. We extend a warm welcome from 
the Diocese of Toowoomba. You can read more about the 
appointment here.  
 

ABRAHAMIC FAITHS GATHERING 
Date: 5/2/25 Wednesday 
Time: 5:45pm 
Where: Garden City Mosque, West Street Tmba 
Join in conversation and a light meal. The evening will begin with a 
short presentation by each faith group on, “How to foster peace and 
understanding between the religions.” Organised by the Downs & 
Toowoomba Churches Together. 
See flyer for details.  
 

SAVE THE DATE: ST PATRICK'S DAY AT ST PAT'S 
Date: 15/03/25 Saturday 
Time: Evening 
Where: Cathedral Centre, Neil St Tmba 
St Patrick's Cathedral will hold a St Patrick’s Day Function. Save 
the date, details to come.  
 

LENTEN RESOURCE: WOLLONGONG DIOCESE 
Journey through Lent with Wollongong Diocese's Metanoia—
Lenten Program 2025. Bulk discounts and GST-free options for 
Australian Catholic Religious Groups—starting at just $5.00 per 
copy for orders over 100 copies. 
This Lent, embark on a journey of metanoia—a transformative 
change of heart inspired by the Gospels. Let this beautifully 
designed, 76-page, full-colour companion guide your spiritual 
renewal through daily reflections, Sunday readings and reflections, 
spiritual direction, prayers, and group discussion questions. 
Visit the website to order your copy or see/hear samples. If you have 
any questions or you would like to place a phone or email order, call 
(02) 4222 2411 or orders@dow.org.au  
 

EVANGELISE PLUS 
Two new series are now available on Evangelise Plus - 
presentations from the recent Australian Catholic Migrant and 
Refugee Office national conference and the Archdiocese of 
Brisbane's five-part introductory series on the Sacraments. Watch 
for free now.  
 

CARITAS VANUATU EARTHQUAKE APPEAL 
Vanuatu has experienced two earthquakes within 24 hours 
impacting over 116,000 people and causing significant damage to 
buildings and infrastructure. The main hospital in Port Vila has 
sustained extensive damage and is overwhelmed by the mass 
casualities. 
This appeal will provide support to our on the ground partners who 
are ready to respond to the humanitarian requirements by providing 
emergency shelter, food and other essentials, psychosocial 
support, and recovery efforts. Please donate today: 
http://www.caritas.org.au/vanuatu 
 

LENTEN RESOURCE: BRISBANE ARCHDIOCESE 
Archdiocesan Ministries (formerly Evangelisation Brisbane) has 
developed a new Lenten reflection resource for the 2025 Jubilee 
Year called "Start Anew in Christ", and it’s now available for pre-
order. 
Copies of "Start Anew in Christ" are just $5 each. Bulk discounts 
apply for purchases over 10 copies. eBook will be available in 
January. Visit Lent 2025 - Start Anew in Christ – Archdiocesan 
Ministries to find out more and pre-order. 
 

 

 

 

Volunteer Position available 
We are seeking eager and reliable  

families or individuals to assist with  

keeping the parish lawn (during the  

school holidays), hedges and carpark  

area (all year round) clean and tidy.  The  

parish will supply the lawn mower, fuel, 

line trimmer and blower vac.  Workplace  

Health and Safety training and induction  

will be provided. Please contact the Parish Office. 

 

Pilgrims of Hope: Pope Francis declares 
2025 a Year of Jubilee 
Pope Francis officially declared 2025 a Year of Jubilee with 

a papal bull, titled “Spes Non Confudit,” meaning “Hope 

Does Not Disappoint.” The Jubilee Year began with the 

opening of the Holy Door of St. Peter’s Basilica on 

Christmas Eve 2024. 
 

“Hope is also the central message of the coming Jubilee 

that, in accordance with an ancient tradition, the Pope 

proclaims every twenty-five years,” said Pope Francis in his 

papal bull. “My thoughts turn to all those ‘pilgrims of hope’ 

who will travel to Rome in order to experience the Holy 

Year and to all those others who, though unable to visit the 

City of the Apostles Peter and Paul, will celebrate it in their 

local Churches.” 
 

The theme of the jubilee is “pilgrims of hope” as the pope 

is calling on all Catholics to renew in the hope of Christ, 

using St. Paul the Apostle as a guide for this special year. 

Click here to read more. 

 

Special Birthday Wishes 
Wishing Pee Wee Clark (Norman) 

a very special 85th birthday for 

the 9th January.  We hope the year 

ahead is filled with much happiness  

and good health. 
 

https://catholic.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be41129958ae67afeab105659&id=1f86816712&e=440ce8765b
https://catholic.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be41129958ae67afeab105659&id=1f86816712&e=440ce8765b
https://catholic.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be41129958ae67afeab105659&id=2ae7dec96a&e=440ce8765b
https://catholic.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be41129958ae67afeab105659&id=f99587bb29&e=440ce8765b
mailto:%20orders@dow.org.au?subject=Enquiry%20-%20Metanoia%20Lenten%20Program%202025
https://catholic.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be41129958ae67afeab105659&id=650edefce7&e=440ce8765b
https://catholic.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be41129958ae67afeab105659&id=650edefce7&e=440ce8765b
https://catholic.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be41129958ae67afeab105659&id=92a2d4d4eb&e=440ce8765b
https://catholic.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be41129958ae67afeab105659&id=799c22aec6&e=440ce8765b
https://catholic.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be41129958ae67afeab105659&id=799c22aec6&e=440ce8765b
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/bulls/documents/20240509_spes-non-confundit_bolla-giubileo2025.html

