
 

   

   

 

 

 

 

                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Reading 
Ez 37:13-14 
 

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel 
 

I shall put my spirit in you, and you will live.  
 

 

The Lord says this: I am now going to 

open your graves; I mean to raise you 

from your graves, my people, and lead 

you back to the soil of Israel. And you 

will know that I am the Lord, when I 

open your graves and raise you from 

your graves, my people. And I shall put 

my spirit in you, and you will live, and I 

shall resettle you on your own soil; and 

you will know that I, the Lord, have said 

and done this – it is the Lord who 

speaks.  

 

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 129. R. v.7 

 

(R.)   With the Lord there is mercy and 

fullness of redemption.     

 

1. Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord, 

Lord, hear my voice! O let your ears be 

attentive to the voice of my pleading. 

(R.) 
 

2. If you, O Lord, should mark our guilt, 

Lord, who would survive? But with you 

is found forgiveness: for this we revere 

you. (R.) 

 

3. My soul is waiting for the Lord, I count 

on his word. My soul is longing for the 

Lord more than watchman for 

daybreak. (Let the watchman count on 

daybreak and Israel on the Lord.)  (R) 

 

4. Because with the Lord there is mercy 

and fullness of redemption, 

Israel indeed he will redeem from all its 

iniquity. (R.) 

 

When Martha heard that Jesus had come 

she went to meet him. Mary remained 

sitting in the house. Martha said to Jesus, ‘If 

you had been here, my brother would not 

have died, but I know that even now, 

whatever you ask of God, he will grant you.’ 

‘Your brother’ said Jesus to her ‘will rise 

again.’ Martha said, ‘I know he will rise 

again at the resurrection on the last day.’ 

Jesus said: ‘I am the resurrection and the 

life. If anyone believes in me, even though 

he dies he will live, and whoever lives and 

believes in me will never die. Do you believe 

this?’ ‘Yes, Lord,’ she said ‘I believe that you 

are the Christ, the Son of God, the one who 

was to come into this world.’ Jesus said in 

great distress, with a sigh that came 

straight from the heart, ‘Where have you put 

him?’ They said, ‘See how much he loved 

him!’ But there were some who remarked, 

‘He opened the eyes of the blind man, could 

he not have prevented this man’s death?’ 

Still sighing, Jesus reached the tomb: it was 

a cave with a stone to close the opening. 

Jesus said, ‘Take the stone away.’ Martha 

said to him, ‘Lord, by now he will smell; this 

is the fourth day.’ Jesus replied, ‘Have I not 

told you that if you believe you will see the 

glory of God?’ So they took away the stone. 

Then Jesus lifted up his eyes and said: 

‘Father, I thank you for hearing my prayer. I 

knew indeed that you always hear me, but I 

speak for the sake of all these who stand 

round me, so that they may believe it was 

you who sent me.’ When he had said this, 

he cried in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, here! 

Come out!’ The dead man came out, his feet 

and hands bound with bands of stuff and a 

cloth round his face. Jesus said to them, 

‘Unbind him, let him go free.’ Many of the 

Jews who had come to visit Mary and had 

seen what he did believed in him. 

 

 

Second Reading  
Rom 8:8-11 
 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 

Romans 
 

If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the 

dead is living in you, then he will give life to your 

own mortal bodies.  

 

People who are interested only in 

unspiritual things can never be pleasing 

to God. Your interests, however, are not 

in the unspiritual, but in the spiritual, 

since the Spirit of God has made his 

home in you. In fact, unless you 

possessed the Spirit of Christ you would 

not belong to him. Though your body 

may be dead it is because of sin, but if 

Christ is in you then your spirit is life 

itself because you have been justified; 

and if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus 

from the dead is living in you, then he 

who raised Jesus from the dead will give 

life to your own mortal bodies through 

his Spirit living in you. 
 

Gospel 
Jn 11:3-7. 17. 20-27. 33-45 

 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 

John 

I am the resurrection and the life. 
  

The sisters Martha and Mary sent this 

message to Jesus, ‘Lord, the man you 

love is ill.’ On receiving the message, 

Jesus said, ‘This sickness will end not in 

death but in God’s glory, and through it 

the Son of God will be glorified.’ Jesus 

loved Martha and her sister 

and Lazarus, yet when he heard 

that Lazarus was ill he stayed where he 

was for two more days before saying to 

the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judaea.’ On 

arriving, Jesus found that Lazarus had 

been in the tomb for four days already.  

Sunday, 26th March 2023  

Fifth Sunday of Lent Year A 

 

Next Week’s Readings (1st / 2nd April 2023) – Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 

                              1st Reading: Is 50:4-7  2nd Reading:, Phil 2:6-11  Gospel: Mt 26:14 – 27:66 

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Thought of the Day… 
 
 

 

 

Sunday Reflection...         © Dianne Bergant CSA   

As a metaphor, death can stand for many things. The prophet Ezekiel witnessed 

the death of the nation. The gospel reports the death of Lazarus. Although Paul 

refers to the mortal character of our physical bodies, he is more concerned with 

spiritual life and death. Death attacks each one of us in all three of these ways. We 

are all mortal and subject to physical death; we are all sinners and must deal with 

the implications of spiritual death; we are all subject to the consequences of social 

sins such as terrorism, violence, group hatred, greed and ecological exploitation. 

The question before us is whether or not we are going to allow death to reign in our 

lives and in our communities.  

All three readings for this Sunday, as well as the psalm response, point out our 

inability to raise ourselves out of the deaths that afflict us. In the passage from 

Ezekiel, it is God who promises to open the graves of the people; the people are 

helpless to do anything. The psalmist cries to God from out of the depths of pain 

and helplessness. Acknowledging human propensity to sin, Paul credits the Spirit 

of God with transforming death into life. Finally, it is Jesus who calls Lazarus out of 

the grave and returns him to his life. We can see that God does not leave us to 

languish in our various deaths. Instead, God offers us new life out of the tombs. All 

of this is accomplished through the mercy and compassion of God. 

 
 

  

Parish Activities 
ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT - Friday afternoons in the Blessed 

Sacrament Chapel from 1:00pm - 5:30pm. 
 

ANAM CARA – Wednesday 9.00am in the Presbytery 
 

BAPTISM information nights are held on the 1st Wednesday of the month.  

Please phone the office if you wish to attend. 
 

CHILDREN'S LITURGY - 9.30AM Mass (except school holidays) for children in 

Prep - Yr 4. 
 

CRAFT & FRIENDSHIP GROUP - meet every Thursday at 10:30am in the quiet 

room at the church. 
 

ECUMENISM GROUP - meet the 4th Saturday of each month at 9:30am in the 

Children's Liturgy Room followed by a cuppa. 
 

LITURGY GROUP - meet every 4th Monday of the month at 7:00pm in the 

presbytery. 
 

LOURDES PRAYER GROUP - meet after the 10am Mass every Tuesday. 
 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL – meet the 1st Monday of each month at 

6.30pm in the Presbytery. 
 

SOCIAL JUSTICE - meet 1st Sunday of the month at 10:30am in the quiet 

room of the Church. 
 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL - meet on the 2nd and 4th Thursday mornings in the 

quiet room at the church at 8:00am. 
 

 

 

 

 

Parish Councillors 
 

Cristianne Dias, Jon Dwan, Robie Jayawardhana, Jo 

Johnston, Ray Johnston, Candice Poulton, Julius Soriano, 

Sue Whitelegg and Bernadette Witham. 
 

Parish Safeguarding Children & 

Vulnerable Adults Representatives: 
 

Our Parish is committed to supporting the right of everybody 

to be and feel safe. Concerns about the safety of children or 

vulnerable persons may be raised with our Parish 

Safeguarding Representatives (Joe & Sarah Kelly 0437 839 

838).  If you believe anybody is at immediate risk of harm 

you should phone 000. Further details of safeguarding 

procedures can be found on the noticeboard.  

 

Toowoomba Diocese Safeguarding Resources can be found 

at https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/professional-standards-

safeguarding-children-the-vulnerable-policy/ 

© Dianne Bergant CSA 

© Dianne Bergant CSA 

 

 

Unbind him, let him 
go free 

To see a man bound up for burial 

suddenly come walking from his 

tomb must have been an unnerving 

experience to say the least. 

However, Jesus calmly commands 

the astonished onlookers to ‘unbind 

him, let him go free’. These words 

speak to us today as we come to the 

end of the Lenten season and 

approach the celebration of Easter. 

What are the things that ‘bind’ us? 

From what do we need to be 

released so that we may ‘go free’? 

Are they bindings placed by 

ourselves or others? What will it 

take to be unbound? 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

Parish News... 
 

Sat 25/3 o 9.30am Ecumenism Group 

o 4.45pm Reconciliation 

o 6pm Mass  

Sun 26/3 o 9.30am Mass – inc. Children’s Liturgy 

o 10.30am Sacramental Workshop 2  

o 5.30pm Mass  

Mon 27/3 o 7pm Liturgy Group Meeting 

Tue 28/3 o 10am Mass  

o 10.30am Prayer Group 

o 6pm Communal Reconciliation 

Wed 29/3 o 9.00am Anam Cara in Presbytery 

o 10am Mass 

Thu 30/3 o 10am Mass 

o 10.30am Craft Group 

Fri 31/3 o Office closed due to Show Holiday 

Social Justice Easter Raffle  
 

Please support the OLOL Parish Social  

Justice Group Easter Raffle with all  

proceeds going  to Project   Compassion.  

Tickets will be on  sale, before and  after  

weekend  Masses, until  Easter  Sunday.  

Prizes will  be  drawn  at Easter   Sunday 8.00am Mass. 

Tickets $1ea. 

Congratulations… 
We would like to congratulate Mr Chris Golightly on his 

appointment to Senior Education Leader at the Toowoomba 

Catholic Schools Office. Chris will be commencing his new 

role from the 29th May but will be finishing up at the school 

at the end of next week. Chris has been a wonderful 

supporter of our parish and we wish him all the very best as 

he embarks on this exciting new chapter. Good luck Chris! 

Lourdes Home Unit Available 
St Vincent’s Care Services (Lourdes Home), 227 Spring 

Street, Toowoomba, has a vacant independent unit for 
rent.  For further information, please call Leanne at SVCS on 

(07) 4592 6900. 

 

 

Please Pray For...   
Recent Deaths:   
Anniversaries: Bert Jelley, James Kearney, Harold Kirwin, Dolly Walsh, Baby Joseph Paul Whittaker, Fr Patrick Brady,  

Those Who Are Sick: Margaret Conrick, Hazel Soriano, Tim & Olivia Zvirblis, Damian Laurence, Audrey Bentley, 

Yvonne Oliveiro, Gregory and Genia Casey, Trish Betros, Noel Lipp, Michael (Micky) Lynch, Kevin Boland, George Streidl, 

Ros Kettle, Frank Kenneally, Carmel & Ron O'Brien, Lillian Roberts, Brian Thomson, Fr Don Murray, Judy Reardon, Peggy 

Thies, John Axtell, Ted Schulz, Noel O'Mara, Mick O'Mara, Patrick Wright  

March Birthdays: Thelma Johnstone, Pat McGovern, Regina Thompson, Ron O’Brien, Judy Wilson, Peter Reynolds, 

Sarah Dias, Ted Schulz, Harrison Dwan, Kevin Mahoney 

 

Parish Pastoral Council – 
Recommendations for Membership 
On-line recommendations for Membership to the Parish 

Pastoral Council may be lodged by clicking  

here.  Alternatively, use the paper forms available from this 

weekend at the church entrances and place in the boxes 

provided.  Recommendations close after the 5.30pm Mass 

next weekend, 2nd April. 
 

Project Compassion Envelopes 
Thank you for your support so far of Project Compassion. 

There is only a couple of weeks to go so please keep 

sending in your envelopes. 
 

Project Compassion Prayer 
God of all generations,  

We thank you for those who have gone before us, 

especially those who have cared for your earth and who 

inspire us to help respect your creation and contribute to 

its healing.  

We thank you for those with whom we share our lives today, 

especially those who work for justice and peace. May we 

welcome the opportunity that Lent brings to walk more 

closely with you, especially through fasting, almsgiving and 

prayer.  

We thank you for the challenge of the future. May the cross 

of Jesus remind us that only love finds the way forward. As 

we work with big hearts, may we join with Mary in her hope 

that from now on all generations will experience the great 

things you will do though us.  

We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

Children’s Liturgy 
This weekend will be the last Children’s Liturgy before 

breaking for the school holidays. Children’s Liturgy will 

recommence on the 23rd April.  
 

Palms needed for Palm Sunday 
If you or anyone you know has palm  

Fronds  the   Liturgy   Group    could    

use  on  Palm Sunday please advise  

the Parish Office as soon as possible.  

 

Fifth Sunday of Lent - 25th & 26th March 
 

Project Compassion brings together Australian schools, parishes and supporters to raise funds 

for people in vulnerable communities across the world. This year, we introduced you to the 

story of four inspiring people whose lives have been transformed with your generous support: 

Laxmi, Tereesa, Priscilla and Thu. Today, they are creating a better world for their families, 

their communities and for all future generations. 

 
Please donate to Project Compassion 2023. Together, we can help vulnerable communities 

face their challenges today and build a better tomorrow For All Future Generations.  

 

You can donate through Project Compassion donation boxes/envelopes available from your 

parish, by visiting caritas.org.au/project-compassion, or by calling 1800 024 413. 
    

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

https://forms.office.com/r/hj5pK5f3Ec


 

Easter Rosters and Information 
 

Palm Sunday 1st/2nd April 

Good Friday 7th April at 10am – Stations of the Cross 

Good Friday 7th April at 3pm – Celebration of the Passion 

Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday – 8th/9th April 

 

 

 

 

Time Altar 

Servers 

Welcomers Commentary Ministers of the 

Word 

Offertory 

Procession 

Extraordinary 

Ministers 

I pad 

Operator 

Piety  

Stall 

1st Apr at 

6pm 

 

________ 

 

________ 

D Clark 

  

K Roberts 

 

L Borger 

1) B Smith 

2) J Wilson 

N) R O’Brien 

J) C Ferguson 

O) L Walsh 

 

 

J & M Wells 

 

K Ober 

 

M.Connell 

M. Cushway 

 

 

______ 

2nd Apr at 

9.30am 

 

________ 

 

________ 

 

P Town 

 

C Hudson 

 

S Connolly 

1) A Cournane 

2) C Dias 

N) P Murphy 

J) J Coman 

O) M Ondrus 

 

 

S & D Connolly 

 

 

 

R Fallon 

 

T Ryan 

 

 

______ 

2nd Apr at 

5.30pm 

 

________ 

 

________ 

K Kruger 

 

S Whitelegg 

 

C Smith 

1) L Bentley 

2) M Whitelegg 

N) J Johnston 

J) J Axtell 

O) R Johnston 

 

 

M & S Whitelegg 

 

L Bentley 

 

K Kruger 

 

 

______ 

Musician Welcomers Commentary Reader 1 Reader 2 Ipad 

J Wilson M. Cushway 

K. Roberts 

L Bentley C Smith M Ondrus T Ryan 

Altar Servers Welcomers Solemn 

Intercessions 

Readers Gospel Extraordinary 

Ministers 

Musicians Ipad 

 

T Kelly 

I Whittaker 

 

 

J & M Wells 

 

1) J Wilson 

2) M Ondrus 

 

1) J Johnston 

2) R O’Brien 

N) L Bentley 

J) R Johnston 

O) L Walsh 

1) K Walsh 

 

Collectors 

K Roberts 

_________ 

 

 

H Richards 

 

M.Connell &  

M. Cushway 

Time Altar Servers Welcomers Commentary Ministers of the 

Word 

Offertory 

Procession 

Extraordinary 

Ministers 

Ipad Operator 

8th April 

at 7pm 

I Whittaker 

J Whittaker 

 

D & N Clark 

 

L Borger 

1) J Wilson 

2) R O’Brien 

3) L Bentley 

E) R Johnston 

 

M Cushway 

J Johnston 

 

K Ober 

T Ryan 

 

Lights/Fire 

K & L Walsh 

9th April 

at 8am 

________ 

 

________ 

 

C & J Smith 

 

M Ondrus 

1) A Cournane 

2) L Bentley 

 

   _________ 

 

   _________ 

 

J Axtell 

 

S & D Connolly 

 

https://www.graphicproducts.

com/ 

Easter Mass Times  
 

• 28th March – Communal Rite of Reconciliation at 6pm 

• 1st/2nd  April - Palm Sunday 6pm, 9.30am and 5.30pm 

• 3rd April –Chrism Mass 5.30pm at St Patrick’s Cathedral 

• 6th April –Holy Thursday Mass 7pm – St Anthony’s Parish 

• 7th April  - Good Friday Stations of the Cross 10am 

    - Passion of the Lord 3pm 

Set up for the Easter Vigil will take place after the 3pm Good 

Friday service. Helpers needed please.  

• 8th April –Easter Vigil Mass 7pm 

• 9th April –Easter Sunday Mass 8am – No 9.30am or 5.30pm 

Mass 
 

1st Rite of Reconciliation for Lent 
- 25th March – 4.45pm        - 4th April – 10.30am  

- 1st April – 4.45pm  - 5th April – 10.30am 

 

 

Carpark Closed 
The Liturgy Group reminds parishioners that for the 

safety of all, the Church entry on Goodwood Street will 

be closed from 5.45pm for the 6.00pm Palm Sunday 

Vigil (1st April) and from 6.45pm for the 7pm Easter Vigil 

(8th April). If you need to park in the church carpark, 

please make sure you arrive before this time. Please 

keep in mind that there is no access via Holberton Street 

to the carpark.  
 

Easter Ceremonies – Choir Practice 
Choir practice for the Easter Ceremonies will be held 

after  the  9.30am  Mass   on  the  

2nd April and a  quick run  through  

will be held after the 3pm Passion 

of the  Lord Service on  Friday  the  

7th April. All are welcome! 

 
 


