
 

 

 

 

 

 

                              
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Next Week’s Readings (12th April 2020) Easter Sunday - Year A 

1st Reading: Acts 10:34.37-43   2nd Reading: Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6-8  Gospel: Jn 20:1-9 or Mt 28:1-10 or Lk 24:13-35 

 

First Reading  Is 50:4-7 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

I did not cover my face against insult and I know I 

will not be ashamed. 
 

The Lord has given me a disciple’s 

tongue. So that I may know how to reply 

to the wearied he provides me with 

speech. Each morning he wakes me to 

hear, to listen like a disciple. 

The Lord has opened my ear. For my part, 

I made no resistance, neither did I turn 

away. I offered my back to those who 

struck me, my cheeks to those who tore 

at my beard; I did not cover my face 

against insult and spittle. 

The Lord comes to my help, so that I am 

untouched by the insults. So, too, I set my 

face like flint; I know I shall not be 

shamed. 
 

Responsorial Psalm  
Ps 21:8-9. 17-20. 23-24. R. v.2 

(R.) My God, my God, why have you 

abandoned me? 
 

1. All who see me deride me. 

They curl their lips, they toss their 

heads. ‘He trusted in the Lord, let him 

save him; let him release him if this is 

his friend.’ (R.) 
 

2. Many dogs have surrounded me, a 

band of the wicked beset me. They 

tear holes in my hands and my  feet. I 

can count every one of my bones. (R.) 
 

3. They divide my clothing among them. 

They cast lots for my robe. O Lord, do 

not leave me alone, my strength, 

make haste to help me! (R.) 
 

4. I will tell of your name to my brethren 

and praise you where they are 

assembled. ‘You who fear the Lord 

give him praise; all sons of Jacob, give 

him glory. Revere him, Israel’s 

sons.’ (R.) 
 

Second Reading   Phil 2:6-11 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 

Philippians 

He humbled himself to become like us and God 

raised him on high. 

 

His state was divine, yet Christ Jesus 

did not cling to his equality with God 

but emptied himself to assume the 

condition of a slave, and became as 

men are, and being as all men are, he 

was humbler yet, 

even to accepting death, death on a 

cross. But God raised him high and 

gave him the name which is above all 

other names so that all beings in the 

heavens, on earth and in the 

underworld, should bend the knee at 

the name of Jesus and that every 

tongue should acclaim Jesus Christ as 

Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 

Gospel Acclamation  Phil 2:8-9 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of 

endless glory!   

Christ became obedient for us even to 

death dying on the cross. Therefore 

God raised him on high and gave him a 

name above all other names.  

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of 

endless glory! 
 

Gospel   Mt 26:14 – 27:66 
The passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 

Matthew. SHORT VERSION 
 

Jesus was brought before Pontius 

Pilate, the governor, and the governor 

put to him this question, ‘Are you the 

king of the Jews?’ Jesus replied, ‘It is 

you who say it.’ But when he was 

accused by the chief priests and the 

elders he refused to answer at all. 

Pilate then said to him, ‘Do you not 

hear how many charges they have 

brought against you?’ But to the 

governor’s complete amazement, he 

offered no reply to any of the charges.  

At festival time it was the governor’s 

practice to release a prisoner for the 

people, anyone they chose. Now there 

was at that time a notorious prisoner 

whose name was Barabbas. So when 

the crowd gathered, Pilate said to them, 

‘Which do you want me to release for 

you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called  

 

Christ?’ For Pilate knew it was out of 

jealousy that they had handed him over.  

Now as he was seated in the chair of 

judgement, his wife sent him a 

message, ‘Have nothing to do with that 

man; I have been upset all day by a 

dream I had about him.’  

The chief priests and the elders, 

however, had persuaded the crowd to 

demand the release of Barabbas and 

the execution of Jesus. So when the 

governor spoke and asked them, ‘Which 

of the two do you want me to release for 

you?’ they said ‘Barabbas’. ‘But in that 

case,’ Pilate said to them ‘what am I to 

do with Jesus who is called Christ?’ They 

all said, ‘Let him be crucified!’ ‘Why?’ he 

asked ‘What harm has he done?’ But 

they shouted all the louder, ‘Let him be 

crucified!’ Then Pilate saw that he was 

making no impression, that in fact a riot 

was imminent. So he took some water, 

washed his hands in front of the crowd 

and said, ‘I am innocent of this man’s 

blood. It is your concern.’ And the 

people, to a man, shouted back, ‘His 

blood be on us and on our children!’ 

Then he released Barabbas for them. 

He ordered Jesus to be first scourged 

and then handed over to be crucified. 

The governor’s soldiers took Jesus with 

them into the Praetorium and collected 

the whole cohort around him. Then they 

stripped him and made him wear a 

scarlet cloak, and having twisted some 

thorns into a crown they put this on his 

head and placed a reed in his right 

hand. To make fun of him they knelt to 

him saying, ‘Hail, king of the Jews!’ And 

they spat on him and took the reed and 

struck him on the head with it. And 

when they had finished making fun of 

him, they took off the cloak and dressed 

him in his own clothes and led him away 

to crucify him. 

 

 

Sunday, 5th April 2020  
Palm Sunday of the Passion of our Lord - Year A 

https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cisa#isa050
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cphi#phi002
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListGosAc%7Cphi#phi002
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw026


 

  Reflection...             © Dianne Bergant CSA 

As we prepare to enter the sacred time of Holy Week, we look again at the 

significance of Christ in our lives. Though he was really in the form of God, Jesus 

came in the form of a slave. We have a saviour who was crushed for our 

iniquities, nailed to a cross as a convicted felon, and there endured the sense of 

abandonment. We have a saviour who was finally lifted up and exalted precisely 

because he emptied himself of his divine privileges. Unlike conquerors who 

triumph by putting down their opponents, Jesus was raised up because he 

himself was first willing to be put down. We have a saviour who first offered 

himself for us and then continues to offer himself to us as an example to follow. 

As he was willing to empty himself for our sake, so we must to be willing to 

empty ourselves for the sake of others. 

The best way to enter Holy Week with Jesus is in the company of those with 

whom he has identified himself: the poor and the broken; the humiliated and 

the marginalised; those who suffer the abuse of others; those who never use 

rank to force their will. If we are to be saved, we must go where salvation takes 

place: in our streets and in our homes where violence rages; in the dark corners 

of life where despair holds sway; wherever the innocent are abused or the needy 

are neglected; wherever there is misunderstanding or fear or jealousy. We must 

go wherever Christ empties himself for our sake. 

 

  

Reflection...           © Fr Michael Tate 

Lowly Prince of Peace 

Jesus entered Jerusalem, not as a warrior in the tradition of King David as many 

had hoped for, but riding simply on a donkey. The disciples and the crowd 

applauded him, but they proved fickle in their support. 

On the other hand, Jesus remained steadfast in his commitment to non-violent 

revolutionary change of the religious and political systems so as to establish the 

reign of God. Why did he renounce marshalling human and angelic warriors to 

further his cause? 

First, Jesus embodied God-for-us, and God does not want the destruction of 

those he has created out of love. Second, Jesus had a premonition that an 

armed revolt would lead to the destruction of Jerusalem and the dispersal of the 

Jewish people (as occurred in 70AD). 

Third, another Gospel (Luke) recounts that as Jesus laboured up Mount Calvary 

he turned to some wailing women and said, ‘Daughters of Jerusalem, do not 

weep for me, weep rather for yourselves and for your children.’ He knew that 

they suffer grievously in armed uprising. This is seen in barbaric reality in our 

own time with women being tortured and raped in campaigns of terror, 

trafficked into sexual slavery, suffering the loss of sons, husband and lovers. 

We could take a moment to pray that the Church of the 21st century, successor 

of the pacifist Church of the first three centuries, may enter on a new period of 

reflection on these issues, grappling with the desire to protect the innocent, yet 

always challenged by the man on a donkey, Divine Prince of Peace. 

 

On their way out, they came across a 

man from Cyrene, Simon by name, and 

enlisted him to carry his cross. When they 

had reached a place  

called Golgotha, that is, the place of the 

skull, they gave him wine to drink mixed 

with gall, which he tasted but refused to 

drink. When they had finished crucifying 

him they shared out his clothing by 

casting lots, and then sat down and 

stayed there keeping guard over 

him.Above his head was placed the 

charge against him; it read: ‘This is Jesus, 

the King of the Jews.’ At the same time 

two robbers were crucified with him, one 

on the right and one on the left. 

The passers-by jeered at him; they shook 

their heads and said ‘So you would 

destroy the Temple and rebuild it in three 

days! Then save yourself! If you are God’s 

son, come down from the cross!’ The 

chief priests with the scribes and elders 

mocked him in the same way. ‘He saved 

others,’ they said ‘he cannot save 

himself. He is the king of Israel; let him 

come down from the cross now, and we 

will believe in him. He put his trust in 

God; now let God rescue him if he wants 

him. For he did say, “I am the son of 

God.”’ Even the robbers who were 

crucified with him taunted him in the 

same way. 

From the sixth hour there was darkness 

over all the land until the ninth hour. And 

about the ninth hour, Jesus cried out in a 

loud voice, ‘Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?’ 

that is, ‘My God, my God, why have you 

deserted me?’ When some of those who 

stood there heard this, they said, ‘The 

man is calling on Elijah,’ and one of them 

quickly ran to get a sponge which he 

dipped in vinegar and putting it on a 

reed, gave it him to drink. ‘Wait!’ said the 

rest of them ‘and see if Elijah will come to 

save him.’ But Jesus again crying out in a 

loud voice, yielded up his spirit. 

At that, the veil of the Temple was torn in 

two from top to bottom; the earth 

quaked; the rocks were split; the tombs 

opened and the bodies of many holy men 

rose from the dead, and these, after his 

resurrection, came out of the tombs, 

entered the Holy City and appeared to a 

number of people. Meanwhile the 

centurion, together with the others 

guarding Jesus, had seen the earthquake 

and all that was taking place, and they 

were terrified and said, ‘In truth this was 

a son of God.’ 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thought of the Day...  

 

 

Thoughts from Fr Quinlan... 
 

Last weekend I put a few thoughts on paper, not for people to agree with, but simply to share how I understood 

how global crises force us to radically change how we live our lives and to discover what things are really 

important in our lives. I am sure you all have your own thoughts – your own way of making sense of the present 

predicament. 

Since I have been made redundant I have time to continue to think and to write so this weekend I share a few 

more unsolicited thoughts. I have been thinking about the sudden and devastating changes that have been 

made to the lives of our people – where we can and can’t go, what we can and can’t do.  Our freedom, 

entertainment, our social interaction all being contained.  But more pressing – that so many people have 

suddenly become unemployed, there is the fear of lack of food and essential services, no money to pay rent or 

the mortgage, fears of the illness itself and over all of these worries – when will it end, how will it end? 

Thinking on such things reminded me of something I learned forty or fifty years ago _ Maslow’s Hierarchy of 

Needs.  Abraham Harold Maslow was an American psychologist (1908 -1970). His theory is built on a five stage 

model beginning with our basic physiological needs, safety needs, esteem needs and self-actualisation. 

Physiological Needs – these are our most basic needs for survival – air, water, food, shelter, clothing, warmth, 

sleep.  If these needs are not met it is impossible for a human being to function at a higher level. 

Safety Needs - once our individual physiological needs are met the need for security and safety become 

apparent.  People want to experience order, predictability and control of their lives.  These needs can be fulfilled 

by our family and by the society in which we live e.g. emotional and financial security needs are met when we 

have employment or social welfare.  When there is law and order, freedom from fear, social stability, health care 

etc. Once our physiological and safety needs are met we are capable of going up the ladder to pursue love and 

belonging, esteem and self-actualisation. Let’s skip these three because where we find ourselves presently is in 

the grip of the two most basic of human needs. 

Our physiological and safety needs have been suddenly stripped from us – there is a sense of vulnerability and 

people react – some with concern, other with terror.  It explains panic buying, punch ups in the toilet paper 

aisle!! But not everyone is totally stressed – we see wonderful generosity and care.  We see medical personnel 

putting the care of others above their own concerns.  We see neighbours looking to the needs of people they 

didn’t have time to get to know just a few weeks ago. And I believe we need to heap great praise on our political 

leaders and public servants – they were no more prepared for a global crisis than any of us and have so many 

avenues to address. Naturally people expect governments to have answers, solutions, to come to the rescue 

and I must say it seems our leaders are students of Maslow because they have tried to address the two most 

basic of our human needs – physiological and safety. 

So our most basic needs are presently being met.  Things are not as they were or as we want them to be but 

let’s look at the glass half full – think of how we would be if we lived elsewhere – a country less affluent, which 

doesn’t have our medical services, an abundance of fresh food.  If we concentrate on the positives, on that 

which sustains me, then perhaps I will find greater peace and worry less. All catastrophes do pass – it is just a 

matter of how well we accept the sacrifices we have to make that ensures our tranquillity. 

 

 



Parish Notices... 
 

Parish Office 
The parish office will remain open (for phone contact only) 

weekdays from 9am-1pm. 
 

Church Opening Hours 
The Church will now remain closed until further notice. 
 

Parish Support 
Bishop McGuckin has issued a statement outlining the 

changes to be made in order to protect our whole 

community.  We thank you, in anticipation, for your 

understanding and cooperation with these changes.  Our 

primary concern is the well- being and safety of all our 

Parish Community.  If you have any concerns or need 

support during this very uncertain time, please call the 

parish office on 4634 1453.  If you are able to offer your 

assistance to others, please also let us know.   You are 

encouraged to pray in private in your home.  We ask that 

you adhere to all government regulations and maintain 

very high hygiene standards for the safety of others. We 

will continue to issue the weekly bulletin so you are able 

to keep up to date with parish happenings and read the 

Scripture passages for each Sunday along with reflections 

and homilies.  The bulletin also lists a number of sources 

for prayer and Mass.  We pray that all of you and your 

loved ones stay safe and well in the coming weeks and 

months. 
 

Planned Giving 
You can either hold on to your Planned Giving envelopes 

until things return to normal or drop them into the mailbox 

during office hours. For those wishing to use direct debit 

the bank details are: 

Bank:   Heritage Bank 

BSB:   638-070 

Account Number: 5938538 (S21) 

Reference:  Envelope number 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please Pray For... 
Recently Deceased: John Connolly 

Anniversaries: Kevin Langton, Herbert Reis, William Sarquis, Tom Burns, Ted Edge, Colin Quinn, Cliff Bauer, Elizabeth 

Duff. 

Those Who Are Sick:  Fr Don Murray, John & Jill Donnaly, Col Rauchle, Sr Maureen Hickling MSS, Judy Reardon, Vida 

Morrison, Barbara Stratton, Olive Boden, Carol Griffiths, Delima Faigl, Ava Bateman, Darryl Lang, Marlene Green, Peggy 

Thies, Lillian Roberts, Colleen Lynch, Don Gallaway, Patricia Lucas, David Martin, Vince Nugent, Cathy Smith, Maureen 

Butler, Damian Laurence, Patty Ryan, Valarie Reibelt, John Axtell, Ted Schulz, Noel O'Mara, Mick O'Mara, Patricia & Patrick 

Wright, Dorothy Moyle, Barbara Jimmieson and Tanya Prince. 

April Birthdays: Catherine Dyson, Thomas Kelly, Pat MacGinley and Jim Maher. 

 
Online Mass sites 
www.twb.catholic.org.au 
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-cast/ 
https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass 
https://www.northsydneycatholics.com/ 

Alternatively, Mass is broadcast at 6am Sundays on WINHD 

(Ch 8) 
 

Keeping Sunday Holy 
Your family can keep Sunday holy by setting aside some time 

for prayer at home, reading the Scriptures of the day, 

watching Mass on television or online, and asking God for 

the graces you would normally receive in Holy Communion. 

Attached is resource designed for families with young 

children and has been a joint endeavour of Liturgy Brisbane 

and Evangelisation Brisbane.  
 

Reconciliation times for Lent 
The First Rite of Reconciliation will be available by 

appointment only. 
 

Easter Services to be broadcast on free-to-air 
TV 
The Seven Network will stream The Lord's Passion at 3pm on 

Good Friday and Easter Sunday Mass from 10.30am across  

the country on Channel 7 and on Prime 7 in regional areas,  

and live-streamed on 7 plus.  Both liturgies will be broadcast 

commercial-free and in their entirety. 
 

Celebrating Easter During Church Closure 

The diocesan community is encouraged to come together  

virtually to celebrate Holy Week. While these are uncertain  

times, Easter 2020 will still be a prayerful time. We are  

endeavouring to use all the tools at our disposal to enable 

us to come together in spirit and share in the joy of the  

risen Christ.  We are working towards streaming Palm  

Sunday and Holy Week celebrations. Visit the Diocese's  

Facebook page or visit the coronavirus response and  

resource page on the diocese's website for updates on how  

to view the live stream. 
 

Project Compassion 
Thank you everyone for your continued support of Project 

Compassion at this time.  In these challenging times, your 

kindness and solidarity can make a world of difference to 

the lives of the most vulnerable.  In light of no Masses or 

gatherings at the present time we recommend cash 

donations (envelopes and boxes) are collected when 

Masses return in the future and parishes remit funds as per 

normal.  Parishioners may also donate via  

 Phone 1800 024 413  

 Visit https://www.caritas.org.au and clicking the 

donate now option 

 Send a cheque to GPO Box 9830 Sydney NSW 

2000  

 Or mail or fax this Donation Form  

Once again, thank you for your continued support  

and if you require any assistance, please contact Catherine 

on caritas@twb.catholic.org.au  

 

 

Sixth Sunday of Lent 
5th April 2020 

 

 

Dominic, 47, is a father of six from Papua New Guinea. 

In 2016, he became involved with Caritas Australia’s 

partner, Centre of Hope who runs a safe house and 

family anonymous programs and turned a difficult life 

and an unhappy relationship around.   

Please donate to Project Compassion 2020 to help 

support the Safe House project and help bring greater 

harmony to families in Papua New Guinea. 

 

Let’s Go Further, Together. You can donate through 

Parish boxes and envelopes, by visiting 

www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion  

or phoning 1800 024 413. 

 

  

http://www.twb.catholic.org.au/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-cast/
https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass
https://www.northsydneycatholics.com/
https://catholic.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be41129958ae67afeab105659&id=5a7c3a5bdb&e=bb279d8ad0
https://catholic.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be41129958ae67afeab105659&id=7ab4a20b8b&e=bb279d8ad0
mailto:caritas@twb.catholic.org.au
http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion




 
 

 

Lockdown  ….. Fr. Richard Hendricks, OFM      
 

Yes there is fear. 

Yes there is isolation. 

Yes there is panic buying. 

Yes there is sickness. 

Yes there is even death. 
 

But, 

They say that in Wuhan after so many years of noise 

You can hear the birds again. 

They say that after just a few weeks of quiet 

The sky is no longer thick with fumes 

But blue and grey and clear.          
 

They say that in the streets of Assisi 

People are singing to each other 

across the empty squares, 

keeping their windows open 

so that those who are alone 

may hear the sounds of family around them. 
 

They say that a hotel in the West of Ireland 

Is offering free meals and delivery to the housebound. 

Today a young woman I know 

is busy spreading fliers with her number 

through the neighbourhood 

So that the elders may have someone to call on. 
 

Today Churches, Synagogues, Mosques and Temples 

are preparing to welcome 

and shelter the homeless, the sick, the weary 

All over the world people are slowing down and reflecting 

All over the world people are looking at their neighbours in a 

new way. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

All over the world people are waking up to a new reality 

To how big we really are. 

To how little control we really have. 

To what really matters. 

To Love. 
 

So we pray and we remember that 

Yes there is fear. 

But there does not have to be hate. 

Yes there is isolation. 
 

But there does not have to be loneliness. 

Yes there is panic buying. 

But there does not have to be meanness. 

Yes there is sickness. 

But there does not have to be disease of the soul 

Yes there is even death. 

But there can always be a rebirth of love. 
 

Wake to the choices you make as to how to live now. 

Today, breathe. 

Listen, behind the factory noises of your panic 

The birds are singing again 

The sky is clearing, 

Spring is coming, 

And we are always encompassed by Love. 

Open the windows of your soul 

And though you may not be able 

to touch across the empty square,  

Sing. 
 

May social distancing bring us together spiritually as we seek to understand and respond to the challenges 

of these critical times. 
 

Let us pray together that we and our families may be safe and find inner peace amidst this current 

uncertainty. 

  (Sr Elaine Morzone mfic - Sychar House of Prayer & Spirituality) 

 


