
  

 

 

 

 

 

                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Next Week’s Readings (31st May 2020) Pentecost Sunday - Year A 

1st Reading: Acts 2:1-11  2nd Reading: 1 Cor 12:3-7, 12-13  Gospel: Jn 20:19-23 

 

First Reading   
Acts 1:1-11 
 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
 

In my earlier work, Theophilus, I dealt 

with everything Jesus had done and 

taught from the beginning until the day 

he gave his instructions to the apostles 

he had chosen through the Holy Spirit, 

and was taken up to heaven. He had 

shown himself alive to them after his 

Passion by many demonstrations: for 

forty days he had continued to appear 

to them and tell them about the 

kingdom of God. When he had been at 

table with them, he had told them not 

to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there 

for what the Father had promised. ‘It is’ 

he had said, ‘what you have heard me 

speak about: John baptised with water 

but you, not many days from now, will 

be baptised with the Holy Spirit.’ 
 

Now having met together, they asked 

him, ‘Lord, has the time come? Are you 

going to restore the kingdom to Israel?’ 

He replied, ‘It is not for you to know 

times or dates that the Father has 

decided by his own authority, but you 

will receive power when the Holy Spirit 

comes on you, and then you will be my 

witnesses not only in Jerusalem but 

throughout Judaea and Samaria, and 

indeed to the ends of the earth.’ 
 

As he said this he was lifted up while 

they looked on, and a cloud took him 

from their sight. They were still staring 

into the sky when suddenly two men in 

white were standing near them and 

they said, ‘Why are you men from 

Galilee standing here  

looking into the sky? Jesus who has 

been taken up from you into heaven, 

this same from you into heaven, this 

same Jesus will come back in the same 

way as you have seen him go there.’ 

Responsorial Psalm  
 

Ps 46:2-3. 6-9. R. v.6  
 

(R.) God mounts his throne to shouts of 

joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord. 
 

1. All peoples, clap your hands, cry to 

God with shouts of joy! For the Lord, 

the Most High, we must fear, great 

king over all the earth. (R.) 
 

2. God goes up with shouts of joy; the 

Lord goes up with trumpet blast. 

Sing praise for God, sing praise, sing 

praise to our king, sing praise. (R.) 
 

3. God is king of all the earth. Sing 

praise with all your skill. God is king 

over the nations; God reigns on his 

holy throne. (R.) 
 

Second Reading 
 

Eph 1:17-23 
 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 

Ephesians 
 

May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the Father of glory, give you a spirit of 

wisdom and perception of what is 

revealed, to bring you to full knowledge 

of him. May he enlighten the eyes of 

your mind so that you can see what 

hope his call holds for you, what rich 

glories he has promised the saints will 

inherit and how infinitely great is the 

power that he has exercised for us 

believers. This you can tell from the 

strength of his power at work in Christ,  
 

when he used it to raise him from the 

dead and to make him sit at his right 

hand, in heaven, far above every 

Sovereignty, Authority, Power, or 

Domination, or any other name that 

can be named, not only in this age, 

but also in the age to come. He has 

put all things under his feet, and 

made him, as the ruler of everything, 

the head of the Church; which is his 

body, the fullness of him who fills the 

whole creation. 
 

Gospel Acclamation  
 

Mt 28:19. 20 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Go and teach all people my gospel. 

I am with you always, until the end of 

the world. 
 

Alleluia! 
 

Gospel  
 

Mt 28:16-20 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 

according to Matthew 
 

The eleven disciples set out for 

Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus 

had arranged to meet them. When 

they saw him they fell down before 

him, though some hesitated. Jesus 

came up and spoke to them. He said, 

‘All authority in heaven and on earth 

has been given to me. Go, therefore, 

make disciples of all the nations; 

baptise them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, and teach them to observe all 

the commandments I gave to you. And 

know that I am with you always; yes, 

to the end of time.’ 
 

 

Sunday, 24th May 2020  
The Ascension of the Lord - Year A 

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cact#act001
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Ceph#eph001
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListGosAc%7Cmtw#mtw028
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw028


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thoughts from Fr Quinlan... 
 

 

ASCENSION 
 

Among the many distressing things we have been experiencing in recent 

weeks is the sadness of grandparents in not being able to spend time with 

their grandchildren and likewise grandchildren missing the hugs and kisses of 

their grandparents.  While this is a sadness it highlights the love that exists 

between these two levels of family. But if we were to go back a decade or two 

we would highlight another sadness – that of the time a son or daughter left 

home- the loss experienced by those parents not wanting to let go of their 

cherished child. 

It was probably a sad and scary time for the child leaving the comfort and 

security of a loving home but, depending on their maturity, the child may well 

have assured the parents that this move was necessary – they now must 

make their way in the world – to create a new life for themselves, a new 

family. And it is from this new family that the much loved and much missed 

grandchildren have come. So children are not lost to their parents rather they 

add a whole new dimension of love and care.  

In a way this example mirrors Jesus’ leaving His disciples. Jesus is telling 

them that if He hangs around they will never take up their mission – they will 

always be looking to the person of Jesus to tell then what to do. Jesus assures 

them that God will always be with them – He is not abandoning them – just 

giving them the opportunity to live their own lives. 

Next Sunday, the feast of Pentecost, we will see the Apostles blossoming as 

they receive the Holy Spirit and begin their mission. Jesus had given them the 

opportunity to “fly solo” so to speak but always with God in the background 

guiding their way. 

When we leave home we are not abandoned by our parents we keep in touch, 

can ask for advice and they still try to tell us what to do even if we are on the 

other side of the world. 

In a somewhat different way we have all been recently disconnected from our 

Parish Family, our community. No, we haven’t left God, we haven’t lost God, 

lost our faith.  We have all kept in touch one way or another and hopefully in 

the middle of July we will again have the opportunity to gather if only in 

smaller groups. What is important is that we, like the disciples, again take up 

the mission we received at our Baptism.  We are those chosen by God in this 

day and age to be His representatives.  And while the disciples found it 

difficult to establish the early Church we in these times will find challenges we 

never had to face just a few months ago.  How will we respond, how will we 

find ways to care for God’s people in confusing and troubling times? 
 

 
Reflection...          by Dianne Bergant CSA 
 

The feast of the Ascension is really a kind of liminal moment in the Easter 

season. It is a time between times, a moment when we have left one place in our 

journey but have not yet arrived at a second. The glory of the Risen Christ has 

already been revealed in us, but not yet totally. The feast itself celebrates the 

exaltation of Jesus. Today we stand awestruck, watching Jesus ascend into the 

clouds of heaven, there to be enthroned at the right hand of God. Today we are 

overwhelmed by the reality of the divinity of the one whom we have known in his 

humanity. Like the conquering creator-god, he has overcome his enemy (death) 

and now reigns over his new creation (the church). 

Christ who ascended into heaven in his body carries on what he began on earth 

through his new body, the church. He teaches through its apostles and 

evangelists. He ministers through its prophets and pastors. In and through the 

church, Jesus continues to heal and to comfort; to forgive and to include. We 

have not been left alone; we have his power, the same power with which he 

performed marvels when he walked the earth. We have not been left alone; we 

have each other. Together we make up the new body of Christ. Together we await 

the fullness of this body. It is this new body that stands in between the times, 

secure in what we have, confident of what we will be given. 

 

 
 

 

 



Parish Notices... 
 

Can we help??? 
Are you having trouble navigating the online world?   

Online grocery ordering, Live streaming masses, Zoom  

meetings.  We have some young members of the parish  

very willing to share their technical skills with you.  If so,   

please call the parish office on 4634 1453. 
 

Polishing the Church Pews 
With the doors of the church closed at present it is a great 

opportunity to apply a wood polish & conditioner to the church 

pews. 

We are looking for a team of approx 24 people to tackle one 

church pew each. 

If you’re feeling a little energetic please contact the parish 

office.  We’ll happily supply you with the polish and a pew. 

“Many hands make light work”. 
 

Planned Giving 
You can either hold on to your Planned Giving envelopes until 

things return to normal or drop them into the mailbox during 

office hours. For those wishing to use direct debit the bank 

details are: 
 

Bank:   Heritage Bank 

BSB:   638-070 

Account Number: 5938538  

Reference:  Envelope number 
 

Online Mass sites 
www.twb.catholic.org.au 
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-cast/ 
https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass 
https://www.northsydneycatholics.com/ 
alternatively  Mass is broadcast at 6am Sundays on WINHD   (Ch 

8) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A WORD OF ENCOURAGEMENT 

 Please Pray For... 
Recently Deceased:   
Anniversaries: Brian Egart, Carmel Ryan, Mariea Collins, Edna Carey, Bessie Perry, Frank Erbacher, Jim Coleman, Barry 

Fraser, Jack Costello, Irene Dunne. 

Those Who Are Sick:  Fr Don Murray, John & Jill Donnaly, Col Rauchle, Sr Maureen Hickling MSS, Judy Reardon, Vida 

Morrison, Olive Boden, Carol Griffiths, Delima Faigl, Ava Bateman, Marlene Green, Peggy Thies, Lillian Roberts, Colleen Lynch, 

Don Gallaway, Patricia Lucas, David Martin, Vince Nugent, Cathy Smith, Maureen Butler, Damian Laurence, Patty Ryan, 

Valarie Reibelt, John Axtell, Ted Schulz, Noel O'Mara, Mick O'Mara, Patricia & Patrick Wright, Dorothy Moyle, Barbara 

Jimmieson and Tanya Prince. 

May Birthdays: Libby Ferguson, Abigail Schoorl, Janice Moore, Brian Reardon, Emily Dwan, Mark Whitelegg, Charlie 

Schoorl, Mary-Kate Thomson, Tanya Appleby, Jodie Lobwein and Marie Logan. 

 
A message to Father Quinlan and the 
parishioners of Wednesday Mass... 
 

Here in Year 4 at Our Lady of Lourdes – both teachers and 

students are missing seeing you and catching up each 

Wednesday.  We have been learning about Blessing Prayers 

and Prayers of Petition and we have been including you all in 

our prayers. 

We hope that you are all well and know that you are missed.  

We look forward to the time when we can all be together 

again at a Wednesday Mass. 

God Bless, from Year 4 students – both at school (pictured 

below) and those that are still at home in our last week of 

remote learning. 

 

 
 

 

OLOL School RE News... 
 

Parents and Candidates of the Sacraments of 

Confirmation and First Eucharist – we are still in limbo as 

to when we can hold these sacraments. We are governed 

by the directives given to us by the Federal and State 

governments and the suggested numbers allowed in the 

church due to social distancing. It is hard to pin down 

dates as things change week by week. We will be in touch 

as to when we can reactivate the preparation programme. 

Please continue to pray with your children and guide them 

in the ways of the faith.  

Notes for the Preparation of the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation were emailed to the Year 3 students last 

week – if your child didn’t receive a note and is in Year 3 

and up and would like to be part of this year’s programme 

please contact Mrs Moore on 

Janice.Moore@twb.catholic.edu.au or call into the office on 

Tuesdays and Wednesdays. We also haven’t set a firm 

date as to when our sacrament meetings can start – 

Please bear with us and we will let you know when we 

know. 
 

Gatherings for assemblies, masses and prayers are still on 

hold until the social distancing recommendations are 

loosened. 

http://www.twb.catholic.org.au/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-cast/
https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass
https://www.northsydneycatholics.com/
mailto:Janice.Moore@twb.catholic.edu.au


TO THE CATHOLIC PEOPLE OF AUSTRALIA 

FROM THE BISHOPS OF AUSTRALIA 
Dear brothers and sisters, 
 

Grace and peace to you in these Easter days. We write to you from a plenary meeting of the Bishops Conference which is like no other. 

Unable to meet face-to-face as we normally do, the bishops are meeting online for a week. We are intensely conscious of our isolation 

– not only from each other but also from you, the people whom we serve in the name of the Risen Lord. As we think of you, we make 

our own the words of St Paul: “So deeply do we care for you that we are determined to share with you not only the Gospel of God but 

also our own selves, because you have become very dear to us” (1 Thessalonians 2:8). 
 

Australia has certainly suffered because of the COVID-19 pandemic, but not as grievously as some other countries. For that we thank 

God and we congratulate public health authorities and governments on their prompt and prudent responses. Australians in general 

have also shown the solidarity and good sense, the generosity and kindness needed in such a time. In our healthcare workers 

particularly we have seen an exceptional spirit of self-sacrifice, and for that we are all grateful. 
 

The Churches and other religious communities have played their part, which has meant the suspension of public worship and the 

closure of places of worship. This has been a real deprivation, and the bishops understand not only your anxiety about the virus and 

shutdown but more especially your deep desire to return to the sacraments and to resume public worship. There is a real hunger in 

this. It is something we all feel, and we long for the time when our hunger will be satisfied as together we return to the feast of the 

Lord. 
 

Even when our doors are closed, our hearts are still open. The churches may not yet be fully open, but the heart of the Church, which is 

the heart of Christ, is wide open. The celebration of Mass has never ceased. Though we and our brother priests cannot yet offer Mass 

with the people, we are still offering Mass day by day for the people – for all of you who are “flesh of our flesh and bone of our bone” 

(cf Genesis 2:23). The Church which is the Body of Christ still glows with the life of Easter, “thought to be dying, yet we are alive…to be 

sorrowful, yet still rejoicing…to have nothing, yet possessing everything” (2 Corinthians 6:9-10). 
 

At the heart of the community of disciples, there is always Mary the mother of Jesus (cf Acts 1:14). In this month of May, Pope Francis 

has urged us to look to her to intercede for us in this time of affliction; and to Mary we will entrust our homeland later this month, 

looking to a mother’s unfailing love. May she who is Health of the Sick and Help of Christians pray for us now, that we may see Jesus 

with her eyes, the eyes of Easter, and love him with her heart, which is the heart of faith: “O Mother of the Word incarnate, despise not 

our petitions but in your mercy hear and answer us” (Memorare). 
 

The experience of shutdown has stirred great energy and creativity among people and pastors; this is producing unexpected gifts 

which we will take with us into the future. No locked door can keep the Risen Lord out; he is everywhere, even in this time of distress. 

“I stand at the door and knock,” he says. “If you hear my voice and open the door, I will come to you” (Revelation 3:20). We have heard 

his voice and opened the door to him who has come to us. That is the reason for our hope, even our rejoicing. 
 

One important service which people of faith provide to the wider community in this time is an unceasing prayer of intercession. So we 

ask you all to continue praying in the power of faith for those who have died, who are sick or at risk from COVID-19, for our healthcare 

professionals, essential service providers and researchers, for all who are isolated and anxious, and for our civic 

leaders and health authorities. 

  
In the hope born of faith we look forward to the time when the 

crisis will pass and we will be able to resume fully the Church’s 

worship and mission, even in a landscape which may be quite 

changed. In the meantime, we are talking with the states and the 

federal government about the reopening of churches and the 

gradual relaxation of restrictions. We will work with governments 

and local authorities at each stage of any resumption of Church 

life. We commit to keeping ourselves and each other safe by 

observing strictly the advice regarding numbers, distancing and 

hygiene when the reopening of churches is permitted. 
 

We urge people to abide by the best advice on how to keep 

themselves and others safe physically, emotionally and spiritually, 

especially the vulnerable elderly. That is why we recommend the 

live-streamed Masses and the many other resources offered on 

diocesan websites, our Catholic counselling services and the 

COVIDSafe App. The season of Lent may be behind us, but this 

time of shutdown has been a kind of long Lent. Now, we pray, 

Easter is dawning as our country recovers from the pandemic and 

looks to build the future. There is no room for complacency but 

there is certainly room for the hope that Easter brings to birth, the 

hope that “after you have suffered a little while, the God of all 

grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself 

restore, support, strengthen and establish you” (1 Peter 5:10-11). 

Looking to the God of all grace, we send to you our blessing of 

peace and all consolation. 
 

From, 
 

The Catholic Bishops of Australia 

14 May 2020 

 
 



 

   Planned Giving... 
 

Dear All 
 

Usually at about this time of year a member of our Finance Committee 

would address you after communion at our weekend masses to thank you 

for your financial support of our parish and to encourage you to consider 

your ongoing support. Of course, there is nothing usual about this year 

and you will be spared our yearly planned giving appeal from the pulpit! 
 

During this disrupted time, we really take time to think about what is 

important to us. I for one have appreciated receiving the Parish Bulletin 

online and have found myself focusing more deeply on the scripture 

readings and Father’s thoughts. The question posed by Fr John a couple 

of weeks ago ‘What do I believe?’, really got me thinking. I know how 

much I am missing mingling with our faith community at Mass. I know that 

I worry about the wellbeing of our parish family and our office staff during 

this time. I know that many of our parishioners are, or know people, who 

are suffering financially during COVID-19. I know that we have generous 

parishioners who support our parish enabling us to have responsive and 

supportive Parish staff and well-maintained facilities. Our church is a 

welcoming and prayerful sacred space. 
 

The good news is that your generous giving in the past and the prudent 

financial management of our income has ensured that our Parish can 

weather this current storm. In looking back, we must also look forward, so 

that our Parish has a healthy financial future and so on behalf of the 

Parish Finance Committee I ask that you complete the attached Planned 

Giving Form and return it to the Parish Office. We encourage you to use 

the Direct Debit facility to limit contact with collection plates and cash.  

For budgeting purposes, it would be fantastic if these forms could be 

returned ASAP.  Please contact the Parish Office if you require assistance.  
 

A full set of audited financial statements will be displayed at the back of 

the church at the end of the financial year. 

On behalf of the Finance Committee - Mike Quinn, Lou Walsh, Bruce 

Stark, Liz Wagner and myself, I thank you for your ongoing support.  
 

Paul Murphy 

 

 

Laudato Si’ Week 16th – 24th May 
 

Dear Friend 

In May five years ago Pope Francis published his 

Encyclical Letter Laudato si’. The document was 

significant because of its urgency, the power of 

its argument and its insistence that the threat of 

climate change was a central concern for both 

governments and for church. Its urgency has not 

diminished but grown over the past five years. 

The core of Laudato si’ was the call to listen to 

the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor. Pope 

Francis argues that in our reflection on the 

environment we must make central the 

connection between the cry of the poor and the 

cry of the earth. If we pollute and neglect the 

earth and fray the relationships that keep it 

fertile and sustaining, we trigger the droughts in 

which poor people starve and pollute the waters 

that they drink. If we neglect and exploit the 

poor, we trigger illnesses that plague our cities 

and destroy our economies. 

This has been driven home to us vividly through 

our experience of Coronavirus. One of the 

smallest and simplest organisms on earth 

grounded planes, emptied cities, crashed stock 

exchanges, broke economies and drove people 

out of work. It is likely that its origin lay in part in 

markets where impoverished farmers sold the 

meat of animals whose natural habitat had been 

destroyed. Its effects will fall predominantly on 

people who are impoverished in nations where 

great inequality reigns and where the natural 

environment is most at risk. Where the cry of the 

earth and of the poor are neglected human 

beings, rich and poor alike, will suffer the 

consequences. 

Laudato si’ is a reminder of the network of 

intricate interlocking relationships on which all 

life depends and on how fragile it is. It is a call to 

attend to those relationships in every point of 

our lives: domestic, working, institutional and 

international. The coronavirus has taught us 

what a difference concerted action in the face of 

a crisis can make. Choices ranging from who we 

meet, how we congregate how we travel, and 

whether we wash our hands have 

consequences. The same kind of domestic and 

political choices matter, too, in the face of the 

larger crisis posed by global warming. 

 

– Fr Andrew Hamilton SJ  (Australian Catholics 2020) 

 

Planned Giving Forms - 
Please either scan and email, leave in 

the letter box, or post back to the 

Parish Office.  It is important that you 

fill out a form for budgeting purposes 

and so we can have up to date 

details.  Thank you. 

 
 

 

 



 

OUR LADY OF LOURDES PARISH 

PLANNED GIVING PROGRAM 
 

 

153 Holberton Street           

Toowoomba 4350 

Phone 4634 1453 

Fax     4634 1940 

Email: olol.parish@bigpond.com 
 

Name/s:_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone No/s:_________________________Email: ______________________________________________ 

_____________________  ________________________             _______________       

Signature    Signature      Date 
 

 
 

CURRENT CONTRIBUTORS please complete this section to update our records. 
 

I/We contribute by way of weekly envelopes No______________(if known) 

 

Pledged Amount 2020/2021 $____________weekly/fortnightly/monthly/yearly (please circle) 

 

      OR 

I/We wish to transfer to electronic banking. The office will forward you the bank details and a reference 

number.  

 

Pledged Amount 2020/2021 $_____________ weekly/fortnightly/monthly/yearly (please circle) 

 

OR 
 

I/We currently contribute by way of electronic banking and would like to continue to do so. 

 

Pledged Amount 2020/2021 $_____________ weekly/fortnightly/monthly/yearly (please circle) 
  

 

NEW CONTRIBUTORS please complete this section.  
  

I/We wish to contribute to Our Lady of Lourdes Planned Giving Programme.   

My/Our details appear above. 

 

 I /We choose to make our contributions by using weekly Planned Giving Envelopes  

Pledged Amount 2020/2021 $_____________ weekly/fortnightly/monthly/yearly (please circle) 

 

OR 
 

By electronic banking 

     

Pledged Amount 2020/2021 $____________weekly/fortnightly/monthly/yearly (please circle) 
 

 
 

lease either scan and email, leave in the letter box, or post back to the Parish Office. 

Details you provide are covered by the Privacy Policy of the Diocese of Toowoomba. 


